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A Neio Enterlude, no leue wittie then pUcuant, eniiiuhd 
new Customer deuited of late, and for diuer$e catwi 
nofce tetforthe, neuer before this tjpne imprinted, 1573. 
[Col,] Imprinted at London^ in FUeU strete^ by William 
Haw for Abraham VeaUy dwelling in Paules ehwrchd- 
yarde at the eigne of the LaniJbe, 4to, B, L. 



DODSLEY'S PREFACE. 



I HAVE not been able to discover who was the autlior 
of thii) piece. But I think it is one of the most remark- 
able of our ancient moralities, as it was wrote purposely 
to vindicate and promote the Refornuitioii. It was 
printed in 1573, and contrived so that four people 
might act it ; this was frequently done for the con- 
venience of such as were disposed to divert or improve 
themselves, by representing these kinds of entertain- 
ments in their own houses. 

[The authorship of " New Custom " remains undis- 
covered. It is a piece which may have been \iTitten a 
few years before it was printed, and is one of the 
dramatic efforts in furtherance of the Reformation. At 
the same time, there is no apparent foundation for the 
hypoUiesis that the morality was in existence any great 
length of time before the date of publication.] 



THE PLAYERS' NAMES IN THIS INTERLUDE BE 

THESE. 



The Prologfne. 

Perverse Doctrine, an old Popish PrieaL 

Ignorance, another ^ hui elder. 

New Custom, a Minister. 

Light of the (Gospel, a Minister. 

Htpocbist, an old Woman. 

Crufi.tt, a Rvfler.^ 

Avarice, a Ruffier. 

Edification, a Sage. 

AsBUEAKCB, a Vi9-tue. 

GoD*8 Felicity, a Sage. 

FOUR MAY PLAY THIS INTERLUDK 

/ New Custom. 

1. Perverse Doctrine. 8. I Avarice. 

( Assurance. 

, - / Light of the Gospel. 

/ Ignorance, I 

2. < Hypocrisy, 4. J 



( and Edification. j 



GoD*s Feucity. 
The Prologue. 



' A cheating bully, so called in several Acts of Parlia- 
ment during the reign of King Henry the Eighth. — S, 



THE PROLOGUR 

All things be not so as in sight they do seem. 
Whatsoever they resemble, or whatever men deem. 
For if our senses in their own objects us do fail 
Sometimes, then our judgment shall but little avail 
In some things, as such, where doubt giveth denial 
Of them in the best wise to make any trial 
Which saying is evident, as well shall appear 
In this little interlude, which we present here ; 
Whereby we may learn how grossly we err. 
Taking one thing for another, which differ so far, 
As good doth from bad Example therefore 
You may take by these persons, if you mark no 

more. 
For the primitive constitution, which was first 

appointed 
Even by God himself and by Christ his annointed ; 
Confirmed by th* Apostles, and of great antiquity : 
See, how it is perverted by man's wicked iniquity. 
To be called Jsew Custom or New Constitution, 
Surely a name of too much ungodly abusion. 
Which our author, indifierently scanning in his 

mind, 
In his simple opinion this cause he doth find : 
That, by reason of ignorance which beareth great 

sway. 
And also stubborn doctrine, which shutteth up the 

way 
To all good instniction and knowledge of right : 



THE PROLOGUE. 

No niarvel it was, though of the truth we were 

igiioraut quite. 
For tnily in such a case the matter was but small 
To make the ignorant soul to credit them all, 
Wliatsoever they said, were it truth or a lie. 
For no man able was then to prove them the con- 
trary. 
Wherefore their own fancies they set in great price. 
Neglecting the true way, like men far unwise. 
Making semblant of antiquity in all that they <iid, 
To th' intent that their subtlety by such means 

might be liid. 
New Custom also hath he named this matter verily. 
In consideration that the people so speaketh com- 
monly. 
Confuting the same by reasons most manifest, 
Which in consequent order of talk are exprest 
This sense hath our author followed herein, as we 

said, 
For other meaning : moreover he will not have it 

denayed. 
But diverse may invent much distant from this, 
Which in no wise he will have prejudicial to his. 
Nor his unto theirs, whatsoever they be. 
For many heads, many wits,^ we do plainly see. 
Only he desireth this of the worshipful audience : 
To take in good part without all manner offence, 
Wliatsoever shall l>e spoken, marking the intent. 
Interpreting it no otherwise but as it was meant. 
And for us, if of patience you list to attend. 
We are ready to declare you the matter to the end. 

FINIS PROLOGI. 



^ [A common proverb, of which there are varying versions ; 
bat the original is quot homines, &c.] 



NEW CUSTOM. 



ACTUS I, SC^NA 1. 

Perverse Doctrine and Ignorance enter, 

Perv. Doc. It is even so indeed, the world was 

never in so evil a state ; 
But this is no time for us of these matters to debate. 
It were good we invented some politic way 
Our matters to address in good orderly stay. 
And for us reason would we looked to ourselves. 
Do you not see how these new-fangled prattling 

elves 
Prink up so pertly of late in every place, 
And go about us ancients flatly to deface 1 
As who should say in short time, as well learned 

as we. 
As wise to the world, as good they might accounted 

be. 
Nay, nay, if many years and grey hairs do know 

no more. 
But that every peevish boy hath even as much wit 

in store : 
By the mass, then, have I lived too long, and I 

would I were dead. 
If I have not more knowledge than a thousand of 

them in my head, 



^' NEW CUSTOM. 

For how should they have learning that were bom 

but even now ? 
Ab fit a sight it were to see a goose shod or a 

saddled cow, 
A« to hear the prattling of any such Jack Straw. 
For, when he hath all done, I count him but a very 

daw. 

A» in London not long since, you wot well where, 
They rang to a sermon, and we chanoE^i to be there. 
Up stert the preacher, I think not past twenty 

years old. 
With a sounding voice and audacity bold. 
And began to revile at the holy sacrament and 

transubstantiation : 

I never heard one knave or other make such a 

declaration. 
But, if I had had the boy in a convenient place, 
With a good rod or twain, not past one hour's 

space. 
I would so have scourged my merchant,^ that his 

breech should ache, 
So long as it is since that he those words spake. 
What, young men to be meddlers in divinity ? it 

is a gooaly si^ht ! 
Yet therein now almost is every bo3r's delight, 
No book now in their hands, but all scripture, 

scripture : 
Either the whole Bible or the New Testament, you 
\ may be sure. 

The New Testament for them 1 and then too for 

Coll my dog ! ^ 

^ Merchant was anciently used as we now use the word 
chap. See note on ''Romeo and Juliet," A. 2, S. 4. — 
SUevtns, 

' CawU or rather coU [Coll] I suppose to be the name of 
the dog. — Steevens, 

CowU my dog, I am inclined to believe, means put a cowl 



NEW CUSTOM. 9 

This is tlie old proverb — to cast pearU to an hog. 
Give them that which is meet for them, a racket 

and a ball. 
Or some other trifle to busy their heads withal: 
Playing at quoits or nine-holes,' or shooting at 

There let them be, a. God's name, till their hearts 

ache and their guts ! 
Let ua alone with divinity, which are of riper age. 
Youth is rash, they say, but old men hatli the 

knowledge. 
For while they read they know not what, they 

omit the verity. 
And that is now the cause so many fall into heresy, 
Every man hath his own way, some that and some 

this. 
It would almost for anger {sir reverence !') make a 

man to piss. 
To hear what they talk of in open communication. 



or hold on a dog, and he will be a< leurned ai a friu- : the 
contempt into which lh« order had at this period fallen will 
■I leut coaDteninee the eiplanation, if it should not be 
thou|;bt anfficient to prove it. 1 oaee was of opinion, that 
there might he an allusion to the cmq of one CoUina, a craEv- 
nsn, who seeing a priest bold up the host orer his head, 
lKt«d up a dog in the same manner, for which botb he and 
the animal were burnt in IG^S. See Poi, vol. ii. tse. 

Mj conjecture requires a little eiplanadon. The speaker 
meant to taf, " If the New Tealament is fit for the use of 
boj^ 10 likewise \» it adapted eqimllj lo the conception of 
OoU ny dog. The one will understand and jnake a proper 
nse of it as soon aa the oilier."— Sr<n'rn>. [What will be 
thoaght of the preceding nol«, I bardly know ; tbe text ii 
tbe clearer.] 

> B; the Stat. 33 Hen. VIII. c. S, s. la, a penalt; is im- 
poaed on certain perEons therein mentioned, who should 

Silaf at tbe tables, tennis, dice, cards, bowle, clash, eoyting, 
Dgating, or olber unlaw fal game. 
* Perbaps a contraction of »a« jour rti-eitjtce. — Sltevtna. 






< 



10 NEW CUSTOM. 

Surely I fear me, Ignorance, this gear will make 

some desolation. 
Ignorance. I fear the same also ; but as touching 

that whereof you speak full well, 
They have revoked divers old heresies out of helL 
As against transubstantiation, purgatory, and the 

mass. 
And say that by scripture they cannot be brought 

to pass. 
But that which ever hath been a most true and 

constant opinion, 
And defended also hitherto by all of our religion, 
That I, Ignorance, am the mother of true devo- 
tion, 
d ICnowledge the author of the contrary aflfec- 

tion : 

They deny it so stoutly as though it were not so ; 
But this hath been believed many an hundred year 

ago. 
Wherefore it grieveth me not a little that my case 

should so stand. 
Thus to be disproved at every prattler's hand. 
Perv. Doc. Yea, doth 1 then the more imwise 

man you, as I trow. 
For they say as much by me, as you well do know. 
And shall I then go vex myself at their talk 1 
No, let them speak so long as their tongues can 

walk. 
They shall not grieve me, for why in very sooth 
It were folly to endeavour to stop every man's 

mouth. 
They have brought in one, a young upstart lad, as 

it appears, 
I am sure he hath not been in the realm very many 

years. 
With a gathered frock, a polled head and a broad 

hat. 



NEW ll'STUM. 



1! 



An unBliavi'd Ixiani, a [lale fat* ; iiiid lie tenchfth 

t)iat 
All our doings are nought, and hatb been many a 

He disallowetli our ceremonies and rites, and 

teach etb another way 
To serve Gwl, than that which we do use, 
And goeth about the people's miiide to seduce. 
It ie a pestilent kuave, he will have priests no 

corner-cap to wear ;' 
Snrplices are superstition r beads, juuces, and such 

other gear, \ 

Crosses, bellB, candles, oil, bran, salt, spettle, ami \ 

incense, \ 

With censing and singing, he accounts not worth y^ 

three-half i»ence. 
And cries out on them all (if to repeat them I wist) 
Such holy things, wherein our religion doth con- 



I English to be 



' Foi. in the third volume of hii " Acta iind Honn- 
menta," p. 131, bbj'i; "Over and bciidea divera other 
tliiiigt touching M. Itogcn, thia is not to be forgotten, how, 
in the dues of Kiag Kdviid the Siilh, there wu » con- 
troverate nmoDg the liithopg and Clergie /or tpain'ag of 
prittli capi, and Other ntyre belonging to that onler. 
Huter Rogers, being one of that numifer which never vent 
otherwise than in a nrnvd cap during all the time of Kinj; 
Edward, affirmed that he would not *gree to thut decree- 
ment of nniformitie, but upon this condition, that if the; 
would needa hare such an uniformilic of weiring the cap, 
tippet, Ac, then it ghould be decreed withall, that the 
ptpisla. for a diSerence betwiit them &od others, should be 
eonitrained to weare upon their eleeres a chalice with an 
hoat upon it. Wbereuato if the; would conaent, he would 
agree ta the other, otherwise he would not. he said, consent 
to the letting forth of the same, nor ever wearc thi rap ; 



I 



n did/' 
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And for the Holy Legend ^ the Bible to put in his 

stead, 
Every man to look thereon at his list and pleasure, 
Every man to study divinity at his convenient 

leisure, 
With a thousand new guises more you know as 

well as I. 
And to term him by his right name, if I should 

not lie, 
It is New Custom, for so they do him call. 
Both our sister Hypocrisy, Superstition, Idolatry 

and alL 
And truly me-thinketh, they do justly and wisely 

therein. 
Since he is so diverse, and so lately crept in. 
Ignorance. So they call him indeed, you have 

said right well. 
Because he came newly from the devil of hell, 
New Custom, quoth you ? now a vengeance of his 

new nose, 
For bringing in any such unaccustomed glose ! 
For he hath seduced the people by mighty great 

flocks : 
Body of God, it were good to set the knave in the 

stocks. 
Or else to whip him for an example to all rogues 

as he, 
How they the authors of new heresies be. 
Or henceforth do attempt any such strange devise : 
Let him keep himself from my hands, if he be wise. 
If ever I may take him within my reign, 
He is sure to have whipping there for his pain. 
For he doth much harm in each place throughout 

the land. 



1 I suppose the ** Legenda Aurea," the ** Golden Legend ** 
of Jacobus de Yoragine. — Steevms, 



NEW CUSTOM. 



1:1 



Wlierefore, Perverse Doctrine, here needeth yimr 

hand : 
I mean that ye be diligent in any case, 
If ye fortune to come, where New Custom is in 

pWe, 
So to use the villain, you know what I mean, 
That in all points you may discredit him clean ; 
And when he Itegins of anything for to clatter. 
Of any controversy of learning or divinity matter, 
So to cling fast unto every man's thouglit, 
That his words may seem heresy, and his doings 

but nought. 
Perv. Doc. Tush, let me alone with that, for I 

liave not so little wit, 
But I have practised this already, and mind also 

to do it 
Yet a further device I have, I think, not amiss. 
Hearken to me. Ignorance, for the matter is this : 
For the better accomplishing our subtlety pre- 
tended,' 
It were e3i|>edient that both our names were 

amend(^l ; 
Ignorance shall be Simplicity, for that comes very 

nigh; 
And for Perverse Doctrine I will be called Sound 

Doctrine, I. 
And now that we are both in such sort named. 
We may go in any place, and never be blamed. 
See then you remember your name, sir Simphcity, 
And me at every word Sound Doctrine to be ; 
Beware of tripping, but look in mind that you 

bear 
Your feigned name, and what before you were. 
But who is this tliat liitherward iloth walk ! 
Let us stand still, to hear what he will talk. 

> [[Dl«nded.| 



14 NKW <lSTOM. 

ACTUS I., sc-*:na 2. 

New Custom eiUeretk alone. 

New Cus. \\Tien I consider the ancient timers 

before, 
That have been these eight hundred years and more, 
And those confer with these our later days, 
My mind do these displease a thousand ways. 
For sure he, that hath both perceived aright, 
Will say they diflfer as darkness doth from light. 
For then plain-dealing bare away the prize ; 
All things were rided by men of good advice; 
Conscience prevailed much, even everywhere ; 
No man deceived his neighbour and eke a thing 

full rare 
It was to find a man you might not trust ; 
But look wliat once they promised, they did that 

well and just. 
If neighbours were at v«ariance, they ran not straight 

to law : 
Daysmen ^ took u}) the matter, and cost them not 

a straw. 
Such delight they liad to kill debate and strife ; 
And surely even in those days was there moi-e 

godlier life. 

* I.e., Umpires. So Spenser — 

"For what art thou 
That makst thyself his (iay«iM<in, to prolong 
The Tengeance past?" — FaerU Qutene. — 3. 

A dayi'VMLii, says Ray, in his "Collection of North 
Country Words," p. 25, is ''an arbitrator, an umpire or 
judge. For, as Dr Hammond obserTes in his Annotation 
on Heb. x. 25, p. 752, the word day, in all languages and 
idioms, signifies judgment. So man*» day, 1 Cor. iii. 13, 
is the judgment of men. So diem dicire in Latin is* to im- 
plead.'^ 



NEW CUSTOM. 15 

lli)w1ieil men of all a^es are wontvil lo (liepraise 
The wickedness of time that flourished at their 

days. 
As well he may discern, who for that but lightly 

looks, 
In every leaf almost of all their books. 
For as for Cliriat our master, what he thought of 

Jews, 
And after him th' imosttes, I think it is un news. 
E^RV. Doc. Hark, Simplicity, he is some 

preacher, I wiU lay my gown ; 
He mindeth to make a sermon within this town. 
He apeaketh honestly yet ; but surely, if he rail at 

me, 
I may not abide him, by the mass, I promise thee. 
New Cus. Paul to the Corinthians plainly dotli 

tell, 
That their behaviour pleased him not welL 
All our forefathers hkewise have been offended 
With divers faults at their time, that might have 

been amended. 
The doctors of the church great fault they did find, 
In that men lived not after their mind : 
First with the mlers as examples of sin, 
Then with the people as continuing therein : 
So that of them both this one thing they thought. 
That the people was not good, but the rulers were 

nougnt 
But in comparison of this time of misery, 
In those days men lived in perfect felicity. 
Saint Paul prophesied tliat worse timus should 



eat quLlam, saitli he, this is true, - 
Following all mischief, ungodliness and evil. 
Leaning to all wickedness and doctrine of the devil ; 
And spake he not of these days, think you, I pray 1 
The proof is so plain that no man can denay : 



16 NEW CUSTOM. 

For this is sure, that never in any age before 
Naughtiness and sin hath been practised more, 
Or half so much, or at all, in respect so I say. 
And is now (Grod amend all) at this present day : 
din now no sin, faults no faults a whit : 
O God, seest thou this, and yet vrilt suffer it t 
Surely thy mercy is great ; but yet our sins, I fear, 
Are so great, that of justice with them thou canst 

not bear. 
Adultery no vice, it is a thing so rife, 
A stale jest now to lie with another man's wife ! 
For what is that but dalliance 1 Covetousness they 

call 
Good husbandry, when one man would fain have 

alL 
And eke alike to that is unmerciful extortion, 
A sin in sight of God of great abhomination : 
For pride, that is now a grace ; for round about 
The humble-spirited is termed a fool or a lout 
Whoso will be so drunken, that he scarcely know- 

eth his way, 
0, he is a good fellow, so now-a-days they say. 
Gluttony is hospitality, while they meat and drink 

spill. 
Which would relieve diverse whom famine doth 

kill. 
As for all charitable deeds, they be gone, Grod 

know'th ; 
Some pretend lack, but the chief cause is sloth : 
A vice most outrageous of all others sure. 
Right hateful to God, and contrary to nature. 
Scarce blood is punished but even for very shame, 
So make they of murther but a trifling game. 
0, how many examples of that horrible vice 
Do daily among us now spring and arise ! 
But thanks be to God that such rulers doth send. 
Which earnestly study that fault to amend : 



NEW CUSTOM. IT 

As by the sharp punishment of that nicked crime 

We may gee that coiniDitt«d was but of late time. 

God direct their hearts they may always continae 

Such just execution on sin to ensue ; 

So sliall be saved tlie life of many a mnn, 

And God will withdraw liis sore plagues fmni iis 

then. 
Theft is but policy, perjury but a face, 
Such is now the world, so far men be from graca 
But what shall I s&y of religion and knowledge 
Of God, whicli hath been indifferent in each age 
Before this { howbcit his faults then it had, 
And in some points then was culpable and bad. 
Surely this one thing I may say ariglit : 
God hath rejected us away from him quite, 
And given ns up wholly iinUi our own thought, 
Utterly to destroy us, and bring ua to nought : 
For do they not follow the inventions of men ) 
Look on the primitive church, and tell me then, 
Whether they served God in this same wise, 
Or whether they followed any other guise t 
For since Goil's fear decayed, and hypocrisy crept in, 
In hope of some gains and lucre to win, 
Omelty bare a stroke, who with fagot and fire 
Brought all things to pass that he did desire. 
Next avarice spilt all, which, lest it should bo spied, 
Hypocrisy ensued the matter to liido. 
- Then brought they in their monsters, their masses, 

their hght, 
Their torches at noon to darken our sight : 
Their popes and their pardons, their purgatories 

for Boids : 
Their smoking of the church and flinging of coals. 
Ignorance. Stay yet a while, and let us hear 

more conimuuieation. 
Pebv. Doc, I cannot, by God's soul, if 1 might 

have all this nation. 
VOL. III. L 
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Shall 1 suffer a kiiave thus to rail and prate ? 
Nay then, I pray God, the devil break my pate ! 
I will be revenged, ere he depart away — 
Ah, sirrah, you have made a fair speak here to-day, 
Do you look for any reward for your deed 1 
It were good to beat thee, tiU thy head bleed, 
Or to scourge thee well-favouredly at a cart's tail. 
To teach such an whoreson to blaspheme and rail 
At such holy mysteries and matters so high. 
As thou speakest of now, and rail'dst at so lately ! 
New Cus. What mean ye, sir, or to whom do 
you speak ] 
Art you minded on me your anger to wreak. 
Which have not offended, as far as I know ? 
Perv. Doc. I speak to thee, knave ; thou art 
mad, I trow. 
What meanest thou to rail right now so contemp- 
tuously 
At the chiefest secrets of all divinity ] 

New Cus. Verily I railed not, so far as I can 
tell, 
I spake but advisedly, I know very well ; 
For I will stand to it, whatsoever I said. 
Perv. Doc. Wilt thou so? but I will make thee 
well apaid,^ 
To recant thy words, I hold thee a pound, 
Before thou depart hence out of this ground. 
New Cus. No, that shall you not do, if I die 

therefore. 
Perv. Doc. Thou shalt see anon, go to, prattle 
no more. 
But tell me the effect of the words which were said. 
New Cus. To recite them again, I am not 
afraid : 



^ Well content. In Psalm Ixxxiii. ver. 8, we have — 

"And Assur eke is well apaid. 
With them io league tc^be." 
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Lsaid that the mass, and such tnimpery as that^ 
Popery, purgatory, pardons, were flat 
Against Grod's word and primitive constitution, 
Crept in through covetousness and superstition 
Of late years, through blindness, and men of no 

knowledge ; 
Even such as have been in every age. 

Perv. Doc. Now, precious whoreson, thou hast 

made a lie ; 
How canst thou prove that, tell me by and by. 
New Cus. It needeth small proof ; the effect 

doth appear. 
Neither this is any place for to argue here. 
And, as for my saying, I hold the negative : 
It lieth you upon to prove the affirmative ; 
To show that such things were used in antiquity, 
And then I can easily prove you the contrary. 
Perv. Doc. Standest thou with me on school 

points ? dost thou so indeed ? 
Thou hadst best to prove me whether I can rearl ; 
Thinkest thou I have no logic, indeed thinkest 

thou so 1 
Yes, prinkocks, that I have ; for forty years ago 
I could smatter in a Duns ^ prettily, I do not jest ; 
Better I am sure than a himdred of you, whosoever 

is the best. 
New Cus. Truly I believe you, for in such fond 

books 
You spent idly your time and wearied your looks : 
More better it had been in books of holy scripture. 
Where as virtue is expressed, and religion pure, 
To have passed your youth, as the Bible and such, 
Than in these trifles to have doited so much ; 



* i.e.f in the theological writings of Duns Scotus, who 
obtained the title of Doctor Subtilit. — S. See also note 25 
to "The Reyengcr's Tragedy." 
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Not more to have regarded a Duns or a Questionist, 
Than you would the words of the holy evangelist 
Perv. Doc. What, for a child to meddle with 

the Bible ? 
New Cus. Yea, sure, more better than so to be 

idle. 
Perv. Doc. Is study then idleness? that is a 

new term. 
New Cus. They say better to be idle than to do 

harm. 
Perv. Doc. AVhat harm doth knowleclge? I 

pray thee, tell me. 
New Cus. Knowledge puffeth up, in Saint Paul 

you may see. 
Perv. Doc. Yea, but what knowledge meaneth 

he 1 tell me tliat 
New Cus. Even such knowledge as ye profess 
flat; 
For the truth and the gospel you have in contempt, 
And follow such toys as yourselves do invent : 
Forsaking God's laws and the apostle's institution 
In all your proceedings and matters of religion. 
Perv. Doc. By what speakest thou that, let 

me hear thy judgment 1 
New Cus. Not by any guess, but by that which 
is evident 
As for the scriptures, you have abolished clean ; 
New fasliions you have constitute in religion ; again. 
Abuse of the sacraments than hath l)een to-fore. 
Have you brought, and in number have you made 

them more 
Than Christ ever made : wherefore show your 

auctority, 
Or elsi* have you done to the church great injury. 
Th* a]M)stlos never taught your transubstantiation 
Of bread into flesh, or any such fashion ; 
Howbiut they were conversant every day and hour, 
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And received that sacrament of Christ our Saviour. I 
You feign also that Peter was bishop of Rome, 
And that he first instituted the seat of your Pope- 
dom : 
But, perverse nation, how dare you for shame 
Your fancies on Christ and th' apostles to frame 1 
Perv. Doc. Marry, avaunt, Jack-sauce and prat- 
tling knave, 
I will conjure thy coat, if thou leave not to rave. 
With all my heart and a vengeance, come up and 

be nought : 
I see we sh^ have an heretic of thee, as I thought 
These things were approved, ere thou wast bom, 

dost thou not see ] 
And shall be, when thou art hanged, I warrant thee. 
New Cus. Ere I was bom ! nay, sure that is 
not true. 
For in comparison of me they be but new. 
Perv. Doc. Of thee ! ha, ha, ha ! what, of thee ! 

thou art mad 
New Cus. Surely in my sort I am both sober 

and sad.^ 
Perv. Doc. Wliy, how old art thou 1 tell me, I 

pray thee heartily. 
New Cus. Elder than you, I perceive. 
Perv. Doc. What, older than I ! 
The young knave, by the mass, not fully thirty. 
Would be elder ihan I, that am above sixty ! 
New Cus. A thousand and a half, that surely 
is my age : 
Ask and inquire of all men of knowledge. 
Perv. Doc. A thousand years ? God's precious 
soul, I am out of my wits ; 
He is possessed of some devil or of some evil 

sp'rits. 

* 

^ [Serious.] 
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AVliy, thou art a young knave of that iort, I sav. 
That brought into this realm but the oth» daj 
This new learning and thesie heresies, and such 

other things mo, 
With strange ^ises inrented not long aga^ 
And I pray thee tell me, is not thy name New 
Custom! 
New Cus. Truly so I am called of some. 
As of such as want both wit and understanding. 
As you do now, I know by your talking : 
But woe be to those that make no distinction 
Between many things of diverse condition ; 
As naught to be good, and hot to be cold, 
And old to be new, and new to be old. 
Wherefore these deceits you daily invent. 
The people to seduce unto your advertisement, 
WTiile with tales you assay, and with lies you begin, 
The truth to deface, and your credit to vrin. 
Perv. Doc. What is thy name, then 1 I pray 

thee make declaration. 
New Cus. In faith, my name is Primitive Con- 
stitution. 
Perv. Doc. Who 1 who, Prava Constitutio t even 
80 I thought, 
1 wist that it was some such thing of nought.^ 



* The original copy reada— 

"With strange gulsea inrented now long agoe.** 

But the HenBc seems to require the negative, which former 
editors Bultstituted for now. — C. 

• So in Hamlfl : ** The king ia a thing of nothing.'* See 
the Notes of Dr Johnson, Dr Farmer, and Mr Steevens 
on that ^>aB8airc, edition of Shakspeare, 1778, vol. 10, p. 
380. Tliu play on the words was very common. 

A)fain, in " The Humorous Lieutenant,' A. iv. S. G — 

*' BhKH, then, thnt thing that honours thee 
y llow mliierahto a thing soever, yet a thing still, 
Ami. tho' a thng of nothing, thy thing ever ' 

|l\viv'|iodit, vi. .'il.i.l 
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Like lettuce,' like lips j a acaLli'il liorse lor a scald 
sqiure. 
New Cus. Primitive ConslttatioH I said, U' you 
hear, 
Such orders as in the primitive church heretofore 
Were used, but not now, the more pity therefore. 
Perv. Doc. Ho, ha I in good time, sir, well 
might you fare, Primitive Constitution, 
That is your true name, you say, without all delusion. 
Primitive Constitution (quodestow^) as much ax 

my sleeve 1 
The devil on him which will audi liars believe ! 
For my part, if I credit such an hairy nowl,^ 
The foul fiend of hell fetch me, body aod soul ! 
NewCus. Truth caimot prevail, where Ignorance 

is in place. 
Ignorance. Peace, or I will lay mv beads on 
thy face : 
Hast thou nothing to rail at but Ignorance, I trow 1 
New Cua. You may nse roe even at your 
pleasure, I know ; 
For Perverse Doctrine, that is rooted so fast, 
That it may not >« changed at no heaveidy blast. 
May not hear the contrary, but beginneth to kick. 


^ •• Simila habnit libra lactHea: A Ibistle is a Bullet fit 
form ui's mouth. We bm when we would aisnUy lliat 
Ibingi happen U> people which »re suitable to Ihum, ur 
wbich Lhej JeMtve ; as when a. dull scholar happens to a 
Jiupid or ignorant maaler, n fruward wife to a peuvish hua- 
liand, &,c. Vlgnum poUtln optrtulam. Like prieal. like 
people, and on the contrary. These proverlis «re nlwaya 
taken in the wont genae. Tal canit, m catttllo, Ital. Like 
Heah, lik9 kuife." {See lUxlill's "Proverle," &c., 1666, pp. 

' iU'.. Qaadat ikoii, or «»ideat thon.] 

• [Old copy and Dodrfej, m««Je. A h«lrj nowl u i 

member of the n-tormed faith, a« dislinguiahed from the 

■ttiven ciowiia of the prituta.I 

1 : 
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Like a jade when he feeleth the spur for to prick. 
Perv. Doc. Yea ! say'st thou so, thou miscreant 
villain ? 
A little thing would make me knock out thy brain : 
Hence out of my sight away, packing, trudge ! 
Thou detestable heretic, thou caitiff, thou drudge ; 
If I may take thee, it were as good thou were d^ftd, 
For even with this portace ^ I will batter thy head. 

[Exit yew Custom, 
Though I hang therefore, I care not, I, 
So I be revenged on a slave, ere I die. 
Sacrament of God ! who hath heard such a knave ? 
Who, after he had done at Ignorance to rave, 
Perverse Doctrine (quod he) is also rooted so fast. 
That he may be changed by no heavenly blast. 
No, Goil's soul, I warrant him, I will see him 

rotten. 
Before that my doctrine I shall have forgotten : 
Wherefore it behoveth us some counsel to take, 
How we the stronger our matters may make, 
Against the suri)rise of this new invasion, 
Begun of late by this strange generation, 
Of New Custom and his mfdces;^ meaning to deface 



* Sometimes written portas^ or portos, i.c., breviary — Da 
Cange, in Portiforium. ** PortncutcSt Mr Tyrwhitt obaerveB 
(Notes on Chaucer, ver. 13061), are mentioned among other 
prohibited books in the Stat 3 and 4 £dw. VI. c. 10. And 
in the Parliament Roll of 7, Edw. IV. n. 40, there is a peti- 
tion, that the robbing of Porteous, GraycII, Manuell, &c., 
should be made felonic without clergy ; to which the King 
answered, La Boy s'avUera" 

The portuse is mentioned in Greene's "History of Fryer 
Bacon and Fryer Bungay." [Works by Dyce, 1861, p. 162—] 

" I'll hamper up the match, 
1 11 take my portace forth, and wed you here." 

^ Make is used for jnaU throughout the works of Oower. 
Shakspeare likewise, if I am not mistaken, employs it in 
one of his sonnets. — 'S'. 



NEW CUSTOM. 26 

Our ancient rites and religion, and to place 
Their devilish doctrine the Grospel, and so 
Our gains to debate, and ourselves to undo. 
I think it best therefore that our sister Hypocrisy 
Do understand fully of this matter by and by. 
Let us go and seek her, the case for to show, 
That we her good counsel may speedily know. 
Ignorance. I am ready ; in following I will 
not be slow. [Exeunt. 

ACTUS II., SCENA 1. 
Light of the Gospel and New Custom enter. 

L. OF Gospel. Doubt you nothing at all, for 

God will so provide, 
Who leaveth not his elect to defend and to guide ; 
That wherevCT I come, such grace you may find, 
As shall in each point content well your mind. 
And admit that they call you New Custom, what 

theni 
Attribute that folly to the ignorance of men. 
That follow their fancies, and know not the right 
Well, you know where I come once, the Light 
Of the Gospel, whose beams do glister so clear. 
Then, Primitive Constitution, in each place you 

appear ; 
And as elsewhere you have been, so do not mistrust. 
But in this place hereafter be received you must 
New Cus. According to your nature, so do you 

very well 
To put me in good hope, bright Light of the Gospel. 
And seeing you be true, I may in no wise 
Misdeem you the father or author of lies : 
For if trust to the gospel do purchase perpetuance 
Of life unto him, who therein hatli confidence, 
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What shall the light do, whose beams be so bright, 
That in each respect all things else of light 
Are but very darkness, and eke terrestrial I 
So the Light of the Gospel overshineth them alL 
Wherefore with great comfort I receive your 

counsel, 
With hearty thanks unto you, the Light of the 

Gospel 
L. OF Gospel. Do so, and by faith then shall 

you obtain 
Whatsoever you desire, the scripture saith plain : 
"For quicquid petieritis in nomine tneo, 
It must of truth needs be understood so : 
That without faith, whatsoever we fortune to crave, 
We may not look for it our desire to hava 
Faith moveth mountains, so it be pure faith indeed ; 
By faith we obtain whatsoever we need. 
Then faith shall restore to you more things than 

this, 
Believe me. Primitive Constitution, whatsoever is 

amiss. 
But where be those reprobates, devoid of all grace, 
Who lately misused you, as you said, in this place 1 
New Cus. They be suddenly departed, I wot not 

well whither ; 
For I left them right now both here together. 
They cannot be far hence, I know very well. 
Where they be, there is none, it we ask, but can 

tell. 
L. OF Gospel. Do you know them again, if you 

meet them aright 1 
New Cus. Yea, sir, that I do, even at the first 

sight 
L. OF Gospel. Then let us not tarry, but go 

seek them straight. 
New Cus. At hand I am ready on you for to 

wait. [Exeunt. 
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ACTUS II., SCENA 2. 

Hypocrisy, Perverse Doctrine, ami 
Ignorance enter. 

Hypocrisy. Perverse Doctrine, I say, take heed 

in any sort. 
That thou never believe whatsoever they report, 
Though they of the Gospel never so much do preach. 
Every man will not credit whatsoever they teach. 
They will not say, all believe^ when they do not, I 

promise thee : 
For that time will never come in this world, trust 

me. 
Tush, tush, be thou busied in any case 
To discredit tlieir preaching in every place. 
If they teach them one thing, then teach thou the 

contrary ; 
And if that no scripture for thy place thou have 

ready. 
In words that supply, which wanteth in reason. 
For ill things applied sometime in good season. 
As of better eilbsoons do import the weight, 
So they be well ordered by good policy and sleight 
Howbeit their doctrine be sound, yet their vices 

find out. 
As this is a sloven, or this is a lout : 
He speaketh on envy, such a one for need ; 
This saith it in words, but he thinketli it not in 

deed. 
Upon greater occasion they stick not to rave. 
Saying, this is a whoremaster villain, he, an heretic 

knave. 
An extortioner, a tliief, a traitor, a murtherer, 
A covetous person, a common usurer. 
This he doth for my mistress his wife's sake, by 

the rood, 
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The better to maintain and supi)ort the French 

hood.^ 
Remember also, that it were a great shame 
For tliee for to have forgotten thy own name. 
. ' Perverse Doctrine, of right, must the truth so per- 
vert, 
( That he never let it sink into any man's heart : 
V As far as he can, with diligence withstand, 
( For ever it behoveth thee to be ready at hand, 

To strengthen thine own parts, and disprove other 
' doctrine, 

Wliatsoever shall be taught that is contrary to 
thine : 
" Still pretend religion, whatsoever you say. 
And that shall get thee good credit alway. 
Pleasing the multitude with such kind of gear,* 
As with them, to the which most inclined they are. 
Square caps, long gowns, with tippets of silk. 
Brave copes in the church, surplices as white as 

milk. 
Beads, and such like : all these bear the price. 
To these tilings apply thy attendant device : 
And other likewise, wliich well you do know, 
Which all of great holiness do set forth a show. 
Though some of them, doubtless, be indifferent, 

what matter ! 
They furnish our business never the latter. 
For these, of antiquity since that they do smell, 
Our cause must commend right wonderful well : 
And these be the things whereof thou hast need. 
The better of thy will and purpose to speed. 
Then give thy attendance, and so be sure of this : 



* [See Hazlitt'8 "Handbook," 1867, p. 129, r. coutume, 
No. 3. The phrase seems to be used here to signify ex- 
pensive foreign fashions generally.] 

' The 4 to reads gr(ice. The alteration by Mr Dodsley. 
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That I will be ready and never will miss 
To assist thee still in workiiig thy purpose, 
To th' advancing of thee, and depressing thy foes. 
Perv. Doc, Gramercy, good sister, even with 

nil my heart. 
For this your good counsel ; and for my part, 
Whatsoever in this case may be possibly done, 
I shall follow your precepts as a natural eod. 
For the matter so stands, if we look not well about, 
That we quite perish all out of doubt, 
Unless some such way we take out of hand. 
Whereby we may be able our foes to withstand. 
And for this cause my brother Ignorance and I, 
Lest it should chance us to fall into jeopardy. 
Through envy of our names in any man's ear : 
For this intent, I say, we did diligently care 
Our names to counterfeit in such manner of sort. 
That wherever we go we may win good report, 
HVPocuisY. Of my faith, that is very well done 

indeed ! 
God send tliee a good wit still at tliy need. 
And that in thy doings such success thou may'st 

find. 
That all things may chance to thee after thy mind. • 
My brother, if thou have ought else for to say, 
Speak on, ere that I depart hence away. 
Pebv. Doc. Great thanks for your counsel, and 

if ye chance to go thither. 
You may meet with Ignorance, to hasten him 

hither. 
Hypocrisy. Farewell : he shall be here, you 

shall see, even anoiL [Exit. 

Perv, Doc. Alack, alack, now my good sister is 

gone, 
^Vhose presence to enjoy is more pleasant unto me, 
That any thing whatsoever in the world could be. 
Good occjision Lave I such a sister to embrace, 
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For by her meaas I live and enjoj this pbic^. 

Which yet I possess as long as I may. 

And have heretofore many a fair day. 

For since these new heretics, the devil take them 

aU, 
In aU comers began to bark and to bawl 
At the Catholic faith and the old religion. 
Making of them both bat matters of derision ; 
Hypocrisy hath so helped at every need. 
That but for her hardly were we like for to speed. 
For be our case never so nigh driven to the worst. 
Though her means by some means take no place at 

tne first: 
Yet some means doth she find, by some means at 

the length, 
That her ways do prevail, and her matters get 

strength. 
She can find out a thousand guiles in a trice. 
For every purpose a new strong device. 
No matter so difficile for man to find out, 
No business so dangerous, no person so stout. 
But of th' one she is able a solution to make, 
And th' other's great peril and mood for to slake. 
And in fine, much matter in few words to contain, 
She can find out a cloak for every rain.^ 
Wluit person is there, that beareth more sway 
In all manner of matters at this present day 
Throughout tlie whole world, though of simple 

degree. 
And of small power to sight she seem for to be ? 
('onsider all trades and conditions of life, 
Then shall you perceive that Hypocrisy is rife 
To all kind of men and of every age, 
Ho far OS their years them therein may give know- 
ledge : 

^ A pro?«rb. Tu kai mamtUh di ogni acqna. — ^'. 
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Lo, here a large field, where at length he may walk, 
Who list of tliis matter at the full for to talk. 
To declare of what power and of what eflScacy, 
In every age, country and time is Hypocrisy. 
But I may not about such small points now stand : 
The affairs they be greater, that I have in hand. 
Ignorance is the cause tliat I so long tarry here, 
And behold where the blind buzzard doth appear. 
Ck>me on, thou gross-headed knave, thou whoreson 

ass, I say. 
Where hast thou been, since we departed to-day ? 

Enter IGNORANCE. 

Ignorance. Where have I been, quod youl 

marry, even there I was. 
Whereas I would have given an hundred pound, by 

the mass, 
To have been here ; for never, since the day I was 

bom. 
Was I so near-hand in pieces for to have been 

torn. 
For as I was going up and down in the street. 
To see if I could with Hypocrisy meet, 
Behold, afar off I began to espy 
That heretic New Custom, with another in liis 

company. 
As soon as they saw me, they hied them apace, 
Came towards, and met me full in the face. 
I am glad we have found you then, quod this 

heretic knave, 
For you and your fellow this day sought we have 
In every place, and now cannot you fly ; 
And with these words both they came very nigh. 
Whereat I so feared, I may tell you plain, 
That I thought at that hour I should have been 

slain. 
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This is he, quod the varlet, of whom I told you of 
late, 

An enemy of the tnith, and incensed with hate 

Against Grod and his church, and an imp of Hypo- 
crisy, 

A foe to the gospel and to true divinity. 

Thou liest, heretic, quod I, and nought else could I 

say, 
But brake quickly from them, and hither came 

away. 
Perv. Doc. \Mio is he that was with him, Sim- 
plicity, canst thou tell 1 
Ignorance. Not I, sure, but some call him the 
Light of the GrospeL 

A good personable fellow, and in countenance so 
bright. 

That I could not behold him in the visage aright 
Perv. Doc. God's precious wounds, that slave ! 
many, fie on him, fie ! 

Body of our Lord, is he come into the country ? 

I think all the heretics in the world have taken in 
hand 

By some solemn oath to pester this land. 

With their wicked schisms and abhominable sects. 

Now a vengeance on them all, and the devil break 
their necks ! 

Light of the Gospel ! light of a straw ! yet what- 
ever he be, 

I would he were hanged as high as I can see. 
Ignorance. What, have you heard of him be- 
fore this 1 
Perv. Doc. Heard of hhn? yea, that have I 
often, i-wis. 

If there be any in the world, it is this whoreson 
thief, 

Believe me. Simplicity, that will work us the mis- 
cliief. 
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Hath that same new Jack got him such a mate ? 
Now with all my heart a pestilence on his pate ! 
I would they were both hanged fairly together, 
Or else were at the devil, I care not much whether. 
For since these Grenevan doctors came so fast into 

this land, 
Since that time it was never merry with England. 
First came New Custom, and he gave the onsay.^ 
And sithens things have gone worse every day. 
But, Simplicity, dost thou know what is mine 

intent? 
Ignorance. Tell me, and I shall know what 

you have meant 
Perv. Doc. Our matters with Cruelty our friend 

to discuss. 
And to hear him, what counsel in this case he will 

give us ; 
And this is the cause I have tarried for thee, 
Because that to him I would have thee go with me. 
But see where he cometh with Avarice sadly walking. 
Let us listen, if we can, whereof they be talking. 



ACTUS IL, SCENA 3. 

Cruelty, Avarice enter. Perverse Doctrine 

and Ignorance tarry. 

Cruelty. Nay, by God's heart, if I might do 
what I list, 
Not one of them all that should 'scape my fist 
His nails,^ I would plague them one way or another. 



1 •'.«., The onut —S. 

• i.e., God's nails. So afterwards **By his wounds" — 
** His blood " — withoot repetition of the sacred name by 
way of introduction.— iS. 

VOL, IIL C 
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I would not miss liim, no, if he were mine own 

brother. 
With small faults I might bear as I saw occasion, 
And punish or forgive at mine own discretion, 
For I wot that sometime the wisest may fall ; 
But heresy — fie on that, that is the greatest of all. 
Every stocks should be full, every prison and jail : 
Some would I beat with rods, some scourge at a 

cart's tail, 
Some hoise their heels upward, some beat in a 

sack, 
Some manacle their fingers, some bind in the rack. 
Some would I starve for hunger, some would I hang 

privily, 
Saying, that themselves so died desperately. 
Some would I accuse of matters of great weight, 
Openly to hang them as trespassers straight 
A thousand mo ways could I tell, and not miss. 
Which here in England, I may say to you, I have 

practised ere this. 
And trust, by His wounds. Avarice, soon again for 

to try. 
Howsoever the world go, before that I die. 

AVAKICE. Now I will tell thee. Cruelty, by God's 

sacrament 1 have swore, 
It were pity but thou were hanged before. 
Cruelty. Ha, ha, ha ; I had as lief they were 

hanged as I. 
By the mass, tliere is one thing makes me laugh 

heartily, ha, ha, ha. 
Avarice. I pray thee what is that ? 
Cruelty. What 1 ha, ha, lia ; I cannot tell for 

laughing, I would never better pastime desire, 
Than to hear a dozen of them howling together in 

the fire ; 
Whose noise, as me-thinketh, I could best compare 
To a cry of hounds following after the hare. 
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Or a rabblement of bandogs barking at a bear ; 
Ha, ha, ha. 
Avarice. I beahrew thy knave's fingers with 

my very heart, 
The devil will reward thee, whose darling thou 

art 
But sirralt, I pray thee — 
If it had chanced me in those days in thy hands to 

have fell, 
I tliink sure thou wonldst have ordered me welL 
Cruelty. His blood, I would I might have once 

seen that chance, 
I would have vexed thee with a vengeance, for old 

acquaintance. 
Avarice. Why so 1 I was always thy furderer 

in those days, I am sure. 
Cruelty. Yea, but what was the cause I thine 

own profit to procure. 
For so that thou mightest 'vantage and lucre obtain, 
Thou wouldest not stick to bring thine own brother 

to pain. 
Avarice. Ha, ha, ha ; no, nor father and mother, 

if there were ought to be got, 
Thou mightest swear, if I could, I would bring 

them to the pot 
Whereof a like history I shall tell thee, Cruelty, 
In England, which myself played in the days of 

queen Mary.' 
Two brothers there were dwelling, young gentle- 
men ; but the heir 
Had substantial revenues, Itis stock also was fair ; 



• In Poi'b tlitrd Tolurae of 
1630. p. 7&&, is tn accoant ot o 
wu burnt &t Lewes, 



EecIeaiBBltcal UUIory," 
IX ono Rkbsnl Woodmsn, who 
ne others, on the S2d of Jun« 
Lttending hit ■pprebenaion re- 
mentioned, iiod seem to lie the Mine 
the author o! this moralily. 
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A man of good conscience, and studioufi of the 

GrospeL 
Which the other brother perceiving very well, 
Persuaded him by all means, since he was so bent, 
To be constant in opinion, and not to relent. 
Which done, he gave notice to the officers about. 
How they should come with search to find his 

brother out ; 
Who, when he was once in this sort apprehended, 
Shortly after his life in the fire he ended. 
The other had the most part of all his living — 
How sa/st, sir knave ? is not this the near way to 

thriving 1 
Cruelty, unreasonable Avarice, unsatiable 

with gain. 
Avarice. What [of] this ? ^ tush, it was but a 

merry train. 
Cruelty. For lucre's sake his own brother to 

betray] 
Hence, Judas, with these doings I cannot away.' 
Avarice, I was ever with him, still ready at 

hand, 
Continually suggesting of the house and the land. 
And yet to tell you the truth, as indeed the thing is, 
Of my conscience I think the best part was his. 
Cruelty. By God's glorious wounds, he was 

worthy of none ; 

» [i.e., What of this ?] 

'An expression of dislike or arersion used by almost 
every writer of the times. Ben Jonson's Cynthia's Beveli^ 
A. iv. S. 5 — *' Of all nymphs i'the court, / cannot away with 
herr 

Poetatter, A. iii. S. i — "And do not bring your eating 
player with you there ; / cannot away with her,** 

Bartholomew Fair, A. i. S. 6—** Good 'faith, I will 
eat heartily too, because I will be no Jew, / could never 
away with that stiff-necked generation." [Qifford's edit. It. 
400-1.] 
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But thou to be whipped for thy greedy suggestion. 
Avarice. Heart of God, man, be the means 
better or worse, 
I pass not, I, so it be good for the purse. 
Ha, ha, ha ! 

Enter from behind PERVERSE DOCTRINE aivd 

Ignorance. 

Perv. Doc. If you love the purse so well, Avarice, 
as you say indeed, 
Then help me with your counsel now at a need. 
Avarice. What, Perverse Doctrine, and Ignor- 
ance too, were you both so near % 
We had thought at our coming that no man had 
been here. 
Ignorance. We have been in this place ever 
since that you stayed. 
And we have heard also whatsoever you have said. 
Cruelty. Welcome both, on my faith, and I am 
glad it was our chance 
To meet with you here. Perverse Doctrine and 

Ignorance. 
Why, how go'th the world % me-thinks you be sad. 
Perv. Doc. Marry, God have mercy, but there 
is small cause to be glad : 
For except you come speedily with your helping 

hand. 
No doubt we shall shortly be banished the land. 
Avarice. Why so. Perverse Doctrine % 
Cruelty. I pray thee, let me imderstand. 
Perv. Doc. Why so ! you know : how, since 
heresy came lately in place, 
And New Custom, that vue schismatic, began to 

deface 
All eur old dpings, our service, our rites, that of 
yore 
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Havt; betrD of great piioe in the oki time bef(Mv : 
Ourselves have been enforced afanost for lo flv 
The countr>', or else covertlv in some comer to Be. 
Cruelty. Bv the mass, that is true, for I dare 

not appear. 
Whosoever would give me twenty pounds hrnds by 

the year. 
Avarice, Ha, ha, ha, by God's foot, and I was 

never in better case in my Ufe, 
For covetousness with the clergy was never so rife. 
Wherefore 1 liave no cause in such sort to be grieved, 
Yet I would I could tell, sirs, how you nught be 

relieved. 
Perv. Doc. Now, sirrah, to mend up this matter 

withal : 
Precious God, it frets me to the very galL 
For now of late that slave, that varlet, that heretic, 

Light of the Gospel, 
Is come over the sea, as some credibly tell, 
Wliom New Custom doth use in all matters as a 

stay, 
Tlie most enemy to us in the world alway ; 
\\niose rancour is such, and so great is his spite. 
That no doubt he will straightway banish us quite, 
Unless we provide some remedy for the contrary, 
And with speed ; this is truth that I tell thee, 

(■nudty. 
Ckuklty. His wounds, heart and blood, is he 

come without any nay 1 
liJNoiUNCE. Yoa verily, for with these eyes I 

wiw him to-day. 
CuuKLTY. Now 1 would he were here, I would 

Hi» drt»ss tho shive, 
That 1 warrant ht^ should lH»4ir me a mark to his 

Mi>*t 1 wouKl Imtfot him thus, then give him a fall ; 
Artt»rwiml 1 would dash out his brains at the wall. 
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Avarice. Hold your hands, yini rude knave, ur 
by God's body 1 swear, 
1 will quickly fetch my fist from your ear, 
Perv. Doc. Tusb, tush, it avnils sought to 
chafen, or to chide, 
It were more wisdom with speed some redress to 
provide. 
Cruelty. Redress 1 now, by God's guts, I will 

Till I find meAns to rid the beast out of the way. 

I will cut him off the slamimmbs,' I hold him a 
crown. 

Wheresoever I meet him, in country or town. 
Ignorance. What order you will take, it were 
beat moke rehktion. 

For mo wits, as you Icnow, may do better than one. 
Cruelty. 1 will do then whatsoever shall come 
in my head, 

] force not, I,* so the villain were dea<l. 

lUNORANCE. And of my furtherance, whataoever 
I may do, you lie sure. 

Your good state again, if I can, to procure. 

With my uttermost help to suppress youder rascal, 

For, by the ma»a, you papists 1 like best of all. 
Perv. Doc. Then can we not dn amiss, I conjec- 
ture lightly. 

For where as all these come. Perverse Doctrine, 
Avarice, Ignorance and Cruelty : 

There goeth the hare," except all good luck go 

But, sirs, it IS good, lest your names you descry, 

' [Beal him hy atraUgem. See HnlUwell's Dial, in v.] 

' i.e,, I care not. Camden in his "Remaiiu" says, "I 

/ttm not of such fooUrica." Sliakipeare has the same 

■ [Id that direction seta the lide oF Qfinion, Tliia sayiiii; 
IB in HoywDod'a collection, 1S6'2,1 
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To traiihixiHo them tStur wane other kind^ 

Kliie Ixr hure with the |>eople much hatred to find. 

Ah for I'erwrKe I>xrtrine, Sound Doctrine; for 

Igiioniiice, Simplicity : 
With these cr)]our8 of late ourselves cloaked have 
we. 
(^ui'KLTY. What then shall I, Cruelty, be called 

iu your judgment ? 
Pekv. DoC'. Marry, Justice with Severity, a 

virtue most excellent 
AvARirn What will you term Avarice, I pray 

you K't me hear I 
Pekv. Dck;. Even Frugality, for to that virtue 

it Cometh mont near. 
AvAKi<'H Content, by his wounds, I; but we 
must look to riur feet, 
I^e^t we stumble in these names, whensoever we 
meet. 
Pkrv. Doc. Yea, see you take heed to that in 
any manner of case, 
So may you delude the i)eople in every place. 
CuuKLTY. Come then, it is time hence that away 

we dej>art. 
IcjNOKANCH We are rea<ly to follow with a most 

willing heart. 
Avaki(;k. Hut, sirs, because we have tarried so 
long, 
If you be gocxl fellows, let us depart with a song. 
CuUKLTV. I am please<l, and therefore let every 
man 
Follow afUir in order, as well as he can. 

Tfie first Song. 

Well handled, by the mass, on every side. 
Come, Avarice ; for we two will no longer abide. 

[Exit Cruelty/ and Avarice. 
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Perv. Doc. Farewell to yow lioth, and Gud 

Bead you euccesa, 
Such as may glad us all in your present business. 
Now they be departed, and we may not tarry, 
For it lieth ua upon all to be stirring, by Saint 

Mary. 
New Custom prevaileth much everywhere, 
But, no matter, they be fools that do give him such 

I/et old custom prevail rather, it is better than new ; 
This all will confess, that think scripture is true. 
Do as thy fathers have done before thee (quoth he) : 
Then ehalt thou be certain in the right way to be. 
And sure that is better than to follow the train. 
That each man inventeth of his own proper braiiL 
Which hath brought the world to tliis case, as we 

see, 
Tliat every day we hear of some notorious heresy. 
Yet all is the Gospel, whatsoever they say. 
Well, if it chance that a dog hath a day, 
Wo then to New Custom and all his mates, tush, 

tush, 
No man the Goajiel will esteem then a rush. 
\VI)at will that other heretic do. Light of the Gospel, 

I pray I 
Dare not once show hia face more than we at this 

day. 
But come. Ignorance, let us follow after apace, 
For we have abiden all too long in this place. 
iGNOKAjiCE. Let us go then, but, by the mass, 

I am vengeance dry, 
I pray let us drink at the alehouse hereby. 

Perv. Due. Content, in faith, thitlier with speed 

let us hie. 
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ACTUS IIL, SCENA 1. 

Light of the Gospel, Ne\i' Custom, Perverse 

Doctrine. 

L. OF Gospel. They be not this way, as far as I 
can see, 
Unless they have hidden themselves up privily. 
For in presence of Light of the Gospel and Primi- 
tive Constitution, 
Undoubtedly such reprobates can have no habita- 
tion. 
New Cua Verily I do find it so even as you 
have said. 
For at your sight they all fly away as dismayed. 
Wherefore I lutve great cause to give you thanks, 

Light 
Of the Grospel, that put thus my enemies to flight. 
L. OF Gospel. Nay, they be my enemies also, 
that be enemies to you. 
Insomuch as your dealings be both virtuous and 

true. 
For what is the Gospel else, whereof I am Light, 
But truth, equity, verity and right ? 
They be enemies to God too, and all liars impure. 
Insomuch as he is called Verity in the scripture. 
And the lying lips, with si)eakers of vanity. 
The Lord himself will revenge with extremity. 
But see, what is he that approacheth so nigh 1 
New Cus. Of wliom I told you : it is Perverse 

Doctrine verily. 
L. OF Gospel. Then let us a little step out of 
the way, 
If haply we may hear what he will say. 

Peuv. Doc. Ah, sirrah, by my tfotli, there is a 
very good vein ! 
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Ignorance hath well lined his cap for the rain ! 
I could have tarried longer there with a good will, 
But, as the proverb saith, it is good to keep still 
One head for the reckoning, both sober and wise ; 
Wherefore in this thing I have followed that guise. 
Ignorance is but a dolt, it is I that must drudge. 
For need (they say) maketh the old wife and man 

both to trudge.^ 
Such snares we shall lay for these heretics, I trust, 
That New Custom and his fellows shall soon lie in 

the dust 
If Cruelty may prevail, he will never slack, 
Till he have brought a thousand of them to a stake. 
Avarice hath promised to do what in him lay. 
Who hath been in great credit with the world 

alway. 
But if I^orance may get place, there shall we do 

well, 
Then adieu all idle heretics and vain talk of the 

gospel ! 
For me Perverse Doctrine, this shall be my fetch,^ 
To keep constant the minds of all 1 can catch ; 
Lest these glosers sometime they chance to hear 

preaching, 
And thereby be converted, and credit their 

teaching. 
For I trust shortly to bring it to pass. 
That less knowledge of the Gospel shall serve, by 

the mass. 
L. OF Gk>SP£L. Let us inclose him, that he may 

not fly. 
Else will he be gone, when he doth us espy. 
O imp of Antichrist, and seed of the devil ! 



^ [The usual form of the proverb is, ** Need maketh the 
old wife trot."] 
' [Exertion, effort.] 
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Bora to all ndckedness, and nusled^ in all evil 
Perv. Doc. Nay, thou stinking heretic, art thou 

there indeed ? 
According to thy naughtiness thou must look for 

to speed. 
New Cus. God's holy wonl in no wise can be 

heresy. 
Though so you term it never so falsely. 

Pkrv. Doc. Ye precious whoreson, art thou 

there too ? 
I think you have pretended some harm me to do. 
Help, help, I say, let me be gone at once. 
Else I will smite thee in the face with my fist, by 

Goil's bones. 
New Cus. You must be contented a little 

season to stay : 
Light of the Gos^>el for your profit hath something 

to say. 
Perv. Doc. I will hear none of your preachings, 

1 promise you plain ; 
For whatever you speak, it is but in vain. 
K OF GosPEi^ In vain it shall not be spoken, 

I know very well. 
For God hath always given such power to his 

gospel. 
That wherever or by whom declared it be, 
It should redound unto his own honour and glory. 
God is glorified in those whom he doth elect, 
God is glorified in those also whom he doth reject 
The elect are saved by that in the world they 

believe ; 
But the other, because no credence they give 
To the truth, cannot be but blameable. 
Committing a fault of all faults most damnable. 
For, Si ad eos non venissem, saith Christ our Saviour, 



' i.f.f Nursed, fostered. — S. 
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]f I tiiul not come unto tliem with the word, this 

is sore, 
In fttr better case the unfaithful had been. 
For in this one respect they had had no sin. 
But where the truth Is, and yet there contemned, 
or Christ his own mouth all such are condemned. 
Thus the gospel of Christ, he it received or no, 
Showetli the glory of God, wliereeoever it go. 
Perv. Doc. I were content to abide, and know 

your pleasure : 
But for business at this time 1 have no leisure. 
L. OF Gospel. What leisure ought a man at all 

times more to have, 
Than to endeavour both his body and soul for to 

New Cus. For that care all other cares we 

must set aside. 
Perv. Doc. Say on, then, for patiently I mind to 

abide. 
L. OF GosPEi. Not to hear what is spoken is 
only sufficient. 
But to put il in practice with sincere intent 
Whatsoever is taught us concerning good-doing, 
Expressing it plainly in our virtuous living. 
Perv. Doc. Why, what would you have me in 

living express 1 
L. OF Gospel. Even the gospel, which is nothing 
else, doubtless. 
But amendment of life and renouncing of sin : 
With displeasure toward yourself for the faulte you 
were in. 
Perv. Doc. How shall I displease myself in 

ain, I would know 1 
L. OF Gospel. In considering that nothing 
bringeth man so low 
Out of God's favour, as sin ; nothing setteth liim 

so high. 
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Ab loathing the same, and calling to him for his 
mercy 
Perv. Doc. Verily I am sorry for my forepassed 
demeanour, 
But that cannot avail me but little, I am sure. 
L. OF Gospel. Why think you so ? boldly tell 

me your mind. 
Perv. Doc. Because Grod's mercy is far enough 

behind. 
L. OF Gospel. God's mercy is at hand, if you 

repent faithfully. 
Perv. Doc. I repent my sins, and for them am 
sorry heartily ; 
But how shall I be sure mercy for to obtain f 
L. OF Gospel. Credit me truly, for my words 
are not vain, 
I am Light of the Gospel, and have full authority 
To pronounce to the penitent forgiveness of 

iniquity, 
So that, in asking, you put your assurance to speed : 
Then no doubt you have obtained mercy indeed. 
Perv. Doc. This assurance how cometh it, 

declare, I pray you ? 
L. OF Gospel. In thinking that Christ his words 
and promises are true ; 
And as he cannot deceive, so cannot be deceived. 
Which faith of all Christians must needs be received 
Perv. Doc. What thing is faith, I pray you 

recite? 
L. OF Gospel. A substance of things not appear- 
ing in sight. 
Yet which we look for, for so Saint Paul doth 

define, 
To the Hebrews, the eleventh chapter and the first 
line. 
Perv. Doc. How to purchase this faith, I would 
I could tell. 
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L. OF Gospel. Certainly by me also, the Light 
of the Gospel ; 
For faith cometh by the word, when we read or 

he^r, 
As by the same Saint Paul it doth plainly appear, 
Perv. Doa Give me leave then to embrace 

you, I pray you heartily. 
L. OF Gospel. With all my very heart, I receive 

you courteously. 
Perv. Doc. To thee I give most humble thanks, 
O God immortal. 
That it hath pleased thee me from my wickedness 

to call ; 
And where as I deserved no mercy, but judgment, 
Yet to pour down thy pardon on me most abun- 
dant, 
Revoking me from reprobates and members of hell. 
To win me in society with the Light of the Gospel 
L. OF Gospel. Stand up, there is somewhat else 

yet behind. 
Perv. Doc. I wholly jdeld myself to you : use 

me after your mind. 
L. OF Gospel. Perverse Doctrine you shall be 
called no more after this. 
But Sincere Doctrine, as now I trust your true 
name is. 
Perv. Doa By God*s grace, while I live, I will 
so endeavour. 
That my life and my name may accord thus for 
ever. 
L. OF Gospel. Then all wicked company you 
must clean forsake. 
And fly their society as a toad or a snake. 
Perv. Doc. I abandon them quite, whatsoever 

they be. 
New Cus. Well, Sincere Doctrine, hearken also 
unto me, 
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Whom needs you must follow, if vou will do well, 
Since you have embraced the Light of the Gospel. 
I am not New Custom, as you have been misl^ 
But am Primitive Constitution, from the veTj head 
Of the church, which is Christ and his disciples all, 
And from the fathers, at that time taking original. 
By me then you must learn for your own behest, 
Aiid for all vocations what is ludged the best 
Perv. Doc. I receive you gladly with thanks for 
your gentleness. 
At your hands craving earnestly for my trespass 
forgiveness. 
New Cus. It is easily forgiven. 
Perv. Doc. Now as touching my i^parel, 
what counsel do you give 1 
For I see well that, in the constitution primitive. 
They used no such garment as I have on here, 
But fashioned it after some other manner. 
New Cus. So did they truly, I confess it 
indeed ; 
But in such things a man ought not to take so great 

heed. 
For the wearing of a gown, cap, or any other gar- 
ment. 
Surely is a matter, as me-seemeth, indifferent, 
Howbeit, wise princes, for a difference to be had, 
Hath commanaed the clergy in such sort to be 

clad; 
But he who puts his religion in wearing the thing, 
Or thinks himself more holy for the contrary doing, 
Shall prove but a fool, of whatever condition 
He be, for sure that is but mere superstition. 
Other things there be, which have been abused, 
Tolerable enough, if well they were used : 
Wherefore use your apparel, as is comely and decent. 
And not against scripture anywhere in my judg- 
ment. 
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L. OF G08PKL. No, sure : for God weighetli not 

(who is a sprite) 
or any vesture or outward appearance a mite, 
So the conscience be pure, and to no ein a slave : 
Tliat is all which he most gladly would have. 
New Cus. Well, these having declared and 
sufficiently taught, 
And, I trust, on your part perceived an they ought : 
By your patience, I mind to depart for a eeason. 
L. OP GosPEt. If your business be so, it is but 

reason. 
New Cus. With great thanks unto ydu. Light 
of the Gospel, for the gentleness I have found, 
At your hands, as of due desert I am bound. 

L. OF Gospel. The Lord be yourgnide, whither- 
soever you depart. 
Pkrv, Doc. Humble thanks, sir, I yield you 
from the bottom of my heart. 
Albfit in this part so small be my skill, 
That I may not perform them according to my 
wiU. 
New Cca The peace of God be with you both 
for evermore. [Exit. 

Edification mfertih. 

Wheresoever Light of the Gosjtel goeth before. 
There I, Edification, do follow incontinent, 
Aa unto the same a necessary consequent : 
For though the letter always work not that effect. 
Yet sarely in the congregation of God's elect. 
Where the light and force taketh plate, there Edi- 
fication 
Of all right must I moke my habitation. 
Endeavour then always me to retain. 
So shall your doctrine not be given in vain. 

VOL. III. U 
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Perv. Doc. I receive you most gladly, and 1 
trust in the Lord, 
That for ever hereafter we shall well accord. 
Edification. I trust sa 
L. OF Gospel. Fare you well, now you are not 
alone, 
For this small while I must needs be gone. 
Here, take at my hands this Testament-hook, 
And in mine absence therein I pray you earnestly 
look. 
Perv. Doc. Your commandment shall be done, 

with thanks for your counsel. 
L. OF Gospel. Then shall ye sure find great 
delight in the gospel. [Exii, 

Assurance etUereth, 

Edification without Assurance Vaileth not much. 
Yet where they both do meet, surely their force is 

such. 
That to God's kingdom they open the way, 
The sweet place of rest and perpetual joy. 
For assurance in Christ Jesus without man's further 

merit. 
Is fully sufficient God's favour to inherit : 
Wherefore Light of the Gospel willed me so. 
That to you, Edification, with all speed 1 should 

go: 
So that with Sincere Doctrine we joined in unity. 
Might in short time conduct him to God's Perfect 

Felicity. 
Perv. Doc. I embrace you, Assurance, that bliss 

to obtain. 
Assurance. Then be you assured, that you shall 

not ])e vain ; 
For if that Christ's words be faithful and just, 
God's Perfect Febcity is not far hence, I trust 
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God's Felicity entereth. 

Verily, where Edification and Assurance in one are 

allied, 
God*s Felicity is at hand, it may not be denied, 
Which he promiseth to such as unfeignedly crave, 
With Assurance that certainly the same they shall 

have : 
Which Felicity in person here I do represent, 
Who by God himself to the faithful am sent. 
Prepared for them, as he plainly hath said, 
Since the time that the world s foundations were 

laid ; 
Wherefore great thanks unto him doubtless you owe. 
That it would please him such gifts on you to bestow. 
The most precious thing, which man's reason doth 

excel, 
No mind can conceive, much less tongue can tell. 
Perv. Doc. To him therefore let us give all 

manner praise. 
That beareth such affection to mankind always. 
O Lord, thine honour might be great in heaven so 

high. 
And throughout the whole earth thy everlasting 

r glory. 
Give grace to thy people, that after this transitor^j^ 
Life they may come to thy perfect felicityXo^*^'^^ 
Edification. Defend thy church, Christ, and 
thy holy congregation. 
Both here in England and in every other nation. 
That we thy truth may attain, and still follow the 

same, 
To the salvation of our souls, and glory of thy name. 
Assurance. Preserve our noble queen Eliza- 
beth and her council all,^ 

^ It was a custom at the end of our ancient interludes 
and plays to conclude with a solemn prayer for the king or 
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With thy heayenly grace, sent from thy seat 

supernaL 
Grant her and them long to live, her to reign, them 

to see, * 

What may always be best for the weal-public's 

commodity.^ 

The second SoNG. 



qoeen, the council, the parliament, or the nobleman by 
whom the players were protected. Many instances are pro- 
duced by Dr Farmer and Mr Steevens, in their last notes on 
the epilogue to "Second Part of Henry IV./' and many 
others might be added. See particularly the conclusion of 
Ful well's '* Like will to like, auoth the Devil to the Col- 
lier/' 1368; Wager's "The longer thou livest the more 
foole thou art; *' " King Darius/' and others.— i2ml. 
^ [Interest.] 
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[The only copy known of this admirable comedy, and 
that deficient of the title, was discovered in 1818, and 
is at present in the library of Eton College. It wa< 
reprinted in 1818, again in 1821 and 1830, and for the 
fourth time, with a copious account of Udall and his 
writings, by Mr W. D. Cooper, 1847. It was liceuse<l 
and probably printed in 1666, but is quoted in Wilson's 
"Rule of Reason," 1561, before which date it was no 
doubt not only composed but performed. 

" Ralph Roister Doister " is the first regular comedy 
in our langimge— a place of honour long held by " Gam- 
mer Gurton's Needle," which is an inferior, as well as 
a later, production. 

Since the appearance of Mr Cooper's edition, Mr 
Furuivall has printed from the Royal MS. the ]>Hgeant 
referred to at p. xiii. of Mr Cooper's introduction in one 
of the Ballad Society's volumes.] 






THE PROLOGUE. 

What creature is in health, either young or old, 
But some mirth with motlesty will be glad to use, 

As we in this interlude shall now unfold ? 
Wherein all scurrility we utterly refuse ; 
Avoiding such mirth, wherein is abuse : 

Knowing nothing more commendable for a man's 
recreaticm, 

Than mirth which is used in an honest fashion. 

For mirth prolongeth life, and causeth health ; 
Mirth recreates our spirits, and voideth pensive- 
ness; 

Mirth increaseth amity (not hind'ring our wealth) ; 
Mirth is to Ije used both of more and less, 
Being mixed with virtue in decent comeliness, 

As we trust no good nature can gainsay the same : 

Which mirth we intend to use, avoiding all blame. 

The wise poets, long time her(itofon>. 

Under merry comedies secrets did declare, 
^\^lereiu was contained very virtuous lore, 
With mysteries and forewaniings very rare. 
Such to writ« neither Plautus nor Terence did 
spare. 
Which among the learned at this dav bears the 

bell: 
These with such other therein did excel. 
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Our oomeily or inU»rlinle, which wt; inton<l to play, 
/ Is named KolSTKR DoiSTKR indetMl, 
/Wliich a;i:ainst tlie vaiii-glorioiis doth inveigh, 
Whos«f humour th*» roit^ting sort continually doth 

feed. 
Thus, ])y your ])atience, we intend to proceetl 
In this our interlude, by Oo<rs leave and grace : 
And here I t^ike my leave for a ct»rtain sjiace. 

FINIS. 



DKAMATIS PERSON\E.> 
Ralph Roistkr Doister, < 



> Sfrcant* of Ralph. 



Blockhead. 

Matthew Mekryubeek, a needy I/umorut. 

Gawin Goodlcck, a Merchant. 

Tbutram Trusty, Friend of (imdn GooiUnck. 

dobinet duuohtt. 

Harpax, 

Truepenny, Servant of Dame Cust<ince. 

Sim SubesBY, Captain of a ship of Oatcin OooiUtwk. 

A Scrivener. 

^ ^, ,, ( A ir/c/oif, Utrothed to Gamn 

Dame Christian Ci'stance, < ^ „ , 

( Goodluck. 

Madge Mumblecrust, \ 

Tibet Talk apace, > Servantis of Daine CuUance, 

Annot Alifack, j 



* [Not in the old copy.] 
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ACTUS I., SC.ENA 1. 

Matthew MerrygKEEK. He mt ereth ringing. 

As long liveth tlie merry man (they say), ' 

As doth the sorry man, and longer by a day : /-- 
Yet the grasshopper, for all his summer piping, 3 
Starveth in winter with hungry griping : y- 

Therefore another said saw doth men advise, ^ ' 
That they be together lx)th merry and wise, u 
This lesson must I practise or else, ere long, / ^ 
With me, Matthew Merrj-^greek, i^ will be wrong. 
Indeed men so call me; for, by him that us bought, ' 
Whatever chance betide, I can take no thought. -' > 
Yet wisdom would that I did myself bethink, ' ' 
Where to be provided this day of me-at and drink ; ' ' 
For know ye that, for all this merry note of mine, 
He might oppose me now, that should .ask where I 

dine. ^ 

My living lieth here and there, of God*s grace, / - 
Sometime with this goo<i man, sometime in that x 

place; 
Sometime Lewis Loiterer biddeth me come near ; 
Somewhiles Watkin Waster maketh us good cheer ; 
Sometime Davy Diceplayer, when he hath well / 

cast, 
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Maketli rt* vrl-rout, lUJ long as it will livst ; >^ 
Sometime Tom Titivile ^ maketh us a feast ; t- 
Sometime with Sir Hugh Pie I am a biddeu guest ; 2 "- 
Sometime at Nichol Neverthrive's I got a sop ; ^ ^ 
Sometime I am feasted with Bryan Bliukinsop ; - 
Sometime I hang on Hfinkyn Hoddydoddy's sleeve ; / ^ 
But this day on Ralph Roister Doister's, by his i (^ 

leave. 
For trulv <»f all men he is mv chief banker, * ^ 
Both for meat and money, and my chief shoot ^ ^ 

anchor. 2 
Foi*8ooth ltoist<T Doister in tliat he doth say, 'X. ? 
And require what ye will, ye shall have no nay. ^ 
But now of Roister Doister somewhat to express, -' / 
That ye may esteem him aft^jr his worthiness, i . 
In these twenty towns, and seek them throughout, J 3 
Is not the like stock whereon to graff a lout. ^ ^ 
All the day long is he facing and craking * 4 ^ ' 
Of his great acts in fighting and fray-making ; i c> 
But when Roister Doister is put to his proof, i l 
To keep the Queen's i>eace * is more for liis behoof ^ ^ 
If any woman smile, or cast on him an eye, i f 
ITp is he to the hard e^rs in love by and by : -^ ' 
And in all the hot hast-e must she be his wife, > / 



^ One of the namcH of the devil in the ohl morals.— 

• rshect-anchor] 

' impudently vauntinur and boasting. 

' • You itreserve 
A I ace of 'u\W iM.^opk' here a)»out tou, 
Fae^rg and talkfrs.— iV"t<ix Tnigtd^, Act iv.. sc 2. 

— W. D. Coo}ier. 

* In all probability an alteration to mean Elixalieth, in 
whose rcigrn the play was printed ; for in act iii., sc. 4, M. 
Merrygreek talks of the ** arms of Calais ** ; and so does It. 
RoistfT, act iv., so. 7. Calais was lost in 5th Mary, and 
the play was quot<?<l by Wilson in 1551, when Edward was 
on the throne. — ir. D. Coojicr, 
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Else farewell his good clays, and farewell his life ! /- >- 
Master Kalph Roister Doister is but dead aiid gone, 
Except she on him take some compassion. f 

Then chief of council must be Matthew Merry- / 

greek ! 
What, if I for marriage to such an one seek ? /• b 
Then must I sooth ^ it, whatever it is ; A / 

For what he saith or doth cannot be amiss. / - ^ 

Hold by his yea and nay, be his nown white son:- ry 
Praise and rouse him well, and ye have his heart t "^ 

won; 
For so well liketh he his own fond fashions, V I 

I That he taketh pride of false commendations, i' ^ 
But such sport have I with him, as I would not :> i 
lese, 
Though I should be bound to live with bread and -* ^ 
cheese. _ ^ 

For exalt him and have him as ye lust indeed ; ^^ 
Yea, to hold his finger in a hole for a need. ^ ^ 

I can with a word make him fain or loth ; *^ ^ ^ 

I can with as much make him pleased or wroth ; 6 o 
I can, when I will, make him merry and glad ; ^ ~? 
I can, when me lust, make him sorry and sad ; i, o 
I can set him in hope, and eke in despair ; ^ ^ 

I can make him speak rough, and make him speak b ^ 

fair. . 

But I marvel I see him not all this same day : ^ 
I will seek him out. But lo ! he cometh this way. vo . 
I have yon<i espied him sadly coming, ^ ^ ' 

And in love, for twenty pound, by his gloming.^ ^ <, 



* fAfiirin, ajin'ee to it.] 

* [». ^., HiB own white son.] Whitt Aov Ia a common ex- 
pression of endourmcnt in old pluvs, and to thia day white- 
headed boy is an ezprctwion of fondness in Ireland, though 
the locks of the individual to whom it is applied may be 
"black as the raven's plume."— ir. D. Coopfr. 

' [Orglombing, i.e., lonriuiBr. Sec Haliiwell r. GhmU.] 
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ACTUS I., SC^NA 2. 

Ralph Roister Doister, Matthew 
Merrygreek. 

R. Roister. Come, death, when thou wilt : I , 

am weary of my life. 
M Merry. I told you, I, we should woo another 

wife. [AMt. ^ 

R. ROYSTER. WTiy did God make me such a ^ 

goodly person ] 
M. Merry. He is in, by the week ; we shall "^ 

have sport anon. \Aiide, ^ 

R. Roister. And where is my trusty friend, 'j "" 

Matthew Menygreek i 
M. Merry. 1 will make as 1 saw him not ; he ^ 

doth me seek. [Aside, 

R. Roister. I have him espied, me-thinketh ; ' 

yond is he ; 
Ho ! Matthew Merrygreek, my friend, a word / 

with thee. 
M. Merry. I will not hear him, but make as I / 

liad haste. [Aside, 

Farewell, all my good friends, the time away doth ^ 

waste ; 
And the tide, they say, tarrieth for no man. / ' 

R. Roister. Thou must with thy good counsel ' '" 

help me, if thou can. 
M. Merry. God keep thee, worsliipful Master / ^ 

Roister Doister, 
And farewell the lusty Master Roister Doister. r' _ 
R. Roister. I must needs speak with thee a / j 

rword or twain. 
M. Merry, Within a month or two I will be / >^ 
here again. 
Negligence in great afiairs, ye know, may mar all. ^ ^7 
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R. Roister. Attend upon me now, and well re- 
ward thee I shall 
M. Merry. I have take my leave, and the tide 

is well-spent. 
R. Roister, I die, except thou help ; I pray - -^ 
thee be content. 
Do thy part well now, and ask what thou wilt ; 
For without thy aid my matter is all spilt. ^ 

M. Merry. Then to serve your turn I will some " ^ 
pains take. 
And let all mine own affairs alone for your sake. >- 
R. Roister. My whole hope and trust resteth ■- - 

only in thee. 
M. Merry. Then can ye not do amiss, whatever ^ ^ 

it be. 
R. Roister, Gramercies, Merrj'greek, most *i ] 

bound to thee I am. 
M. Merry. But up with that heart, and speak - ^ 
out like a ram ; 
Ye speak like a capon that had the cough now : "^ i 
Be of good cheer ; anon ye shall do well enou*. ^ ^ 
R. Roister. Upon thy comfort I will all things "" ' 

well handle. 
M. Merry. So, lo ! that is a breast to blow out ^ - 
a candle.^ 
But what is this great matter, I would fain know '\ 
We shall find remedy therefore, I trow. - -f 

Do ye lack money 1 ye know mine old offers : 
Ye have always a key to my purse an<l coffers. 
R. Roister. I thank thee : had ever man such 
a friend ! 



1 Voice. 

** I fjng not mnajcall. 
For my brat U decayd." 

—Armonyt nf Byrda. 

Hftlliweirs *' Archaic and Provincial Words."- H'.ACoo^otfr. 
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M. Mkkry. Yf ^'ive unto mo : I must needs to J ^ 
. you leiul. 
1^ I R'Koister, Nny, 1 Imve money plenty all things ^ ^ 
ty \ t^> <lisrhar«^v 

'^ \ M. Mkrry (.fW./r). That knew I right well, /^ 

when I in:ule oft'er so large. 
R. UoisTKR. Hut it i* no i**Kth matter. -^ I 

M. Mkrry. What is it, then? ^ ^ 

Ari> ye in danger «»f debt ^ to any man ? ^ J> 

If ye Ih\ takt» no thought, nor b«» not afraid ; ^ f 
Lei them hanlily take thmight* how they shall U» ^/^ 
imid. 
Iv. HtnsTKK, Tut, I owe nought. r*^ 

M. Mkrry. What then ? fear ye imprisonment? . . ^ 

^L KolSTKR. No. • _ /' 

M. Mkrry. No : I wist ye offend not so to be .^^tf. 
shent ; ^ 

But, if ye had, the Tower couhl not you so hold, f J 
Hut to break out at all times ye wouhl be bold. _ -o 
What is it ? liath anv num tlm»atened vou to t i 

K. KoisTKR. What is he that durst have put me y l^ 
in that h(>at { 
lie that Ix'ateth me, by His arms.^ shall well find -» -^ 
That I will not W far from him, nor run Whind. f ^ 
M. Merry. Tiiat thing know all men, ever since j""^" 
ye oveithrew 
The fellow of the lion which Ileivules slew. j~ ^ 

Hut what is it tluMi ? 5* 7 

K. RoisTKR. Of love I make my moan. j" ^ 

/M. Merry. xVh, this f*>olish love 1 wil't ne*er let f 

^ us alone / / 



' [In (lanjuror of debt, i.e. in the power of any man on 
ai'count of debt.] 

* [i.«». IaH them consider how, Jto.] 

* [ijt, IJy (lod'a ann«.J 
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But, because ye were refused the last day, ^ 

Ye said ye would ne'er more bi' entangled that way ! '\c f 
1 would meddle no more, since I find all so unkind, h ^ 
R Roister. Yea, but I cannot so put love out ^ i 

of my mind. 
M. Merry. But is your love, tell me first, in any ^ Z' 
Mase 
In the way of marriage or of merchandise ] ** -^ 
If it may otherwise than lawful be found, ** ^ 

Ye get none of my help for an hun^lred pound, o 7 
R. Roister. No, by my troth, I would have her ^ ^ 

to my wife. 
M Merry. Then are ye a good man, and Gml ^ ' 
save your life I 
And what or who is she, with whom ye are in love ? 7 ^ 
R. Roister. A woman, whom I know not by 7 / 
what means to move. 
- M. Merry. Who is it? 7 ^ 3 
R. Roister. A woman yond. ^ 
M. Merry. WHiat is her name ? ? / 
R Roister. Her yonder. / :>^ 
•^ M. Merry. Whona ? ' ^ n 

R. Roister. Mistress, ah — ? ' 
M. Merry. Fy, fy for shame ! / »^ 
Love ye, and know not whom ] but her yond / « / ^ 

woman/ 
We shall then get you a wife, I cannot tell when. -^ 
R Roister. Tlie fair woman that supped with ^ 1 
us yesternight ; 
And I heard her name twice or thrice, and had it if -2^ 
right 
M. Merry. Yea, ye may see ye ne'er take me to 5 y 
good cheer with you : >^^ . 

If ye had, I could have told you her name now. if ^ 
R Roister. I was to blame indeed, but the 
next time perchance — 
And she dwelleth in this house — ^^(^ 




2 !•■ .^rss r«'{i? 



V V^-~" " Na-. n^>«? TrrtLACi? . :c; I warrant X ^ 




r* r* . :?TI2- I i^ j:z<r'.r ix^L znies» I have 9 ^ 
\Ll^IrL-.T Wi^- V :i- Vl'.v v? rha: blew thu ^ / 



An L.::: :7^»i >■ ir. i :f =iArri4^=:.'*rwT. doabcless^ f V^ 
Is rv^r thirtT :--.:- i >:crl:- j. ^ r s»'»nirwhai le^ ;* ^ ■=> 
S.' :hi: r.-r :h ::sa- i :• -u-:. i: <::•* '?^ zhrifty, ^ ^ 
I* mi.':: ne^kr- a > -: t'sr- hundr^i and dltr. ^ 7 

H .w^^::. w -f^rs ^n I w:..: ws .\rv never poor. ^ i^ 
1:. K«.:<TEK- I? ?hv 3 WV...W • 1 love her better "j 7 

ihrDrf-'rV. 

M. Mekry. Bu: I hear she hith made promise »' '""^ 

to ancitht^r. 
R Roister. He >hAlI iio wiihoui her, and he ' ^ / 

were my br-tV-or. 
>L Merry. 1 h;i\ v Iward say. I am right well * 

That she hath to irawin i^vvlluok promised. ' * J 

K. KoTSTER. What is that liawin Goodluck J j ^ 
^L Merry. A merchant-man. j r^ 

R Roister. Shall he sj^eed afore me \ Xay, /» » 
sir. by sweet Saint Anne ! 



' [I warrant vou, ua far %a ma«ine«i U conoenied. Mr 
Cooper proposed to read /ron hkk/; but the altention 
appears to me on necessary.] 

' [Fortunes arc always exaggerated.] 

» [Nearer.] 
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Ahj sir ! Backare, quod Mortimer to his sow : ^ ^ 
I will have her mine own self, I mak& God a vow ; / * ' 
For, I tell thee, she is worth a thousand pound. ' ' 7 
M. Merry. Yet a fitter wife for your maship - / / (J 

might be found ; 
Such a goodly man as you might get one with kind, // / 
Besides pounds of gold a thousand and a thousand, // z^ 
And a thousand and a thousand and a thousand, / / 3 
And so to the sum of twenty hundred thousand : / / y^ 
JiTour most goodly personage is worthy of no hiSS. // ^ 
R. Roister, I am sorry GUxl made nu* so comely, )i ^ 

doubtless; " - ~- 

For that maketh me each whenj so liighly favoured, // / 
,4«d all women on me so enamoured / / Z' 

M: MEKUV. Enamoured, quo^T^ouj have ye // f 

spied out that '? 
Ah, sir, marry, now I see you know what is what. / ^^ 
Enamoured, ka 1 ^ marry, sir, say that again ; / i^ / 

But I thought not ye had marked it so plain. / ^^ i^ 

R. Roister. Yes, each where they gaze all upon ^ > 3 

me, and stare. 
M. Merry. Yea, malkin, I warrant you, as y 2- /* 

much as they dare. ^ 

And ye will not believe what they say in the street, / >*«> 
^Vhen your maship passeth by, all such as I meet, p. ^ 
That sometimes I can scarce lind what answer to 

make. 
Who is this 1 (saith one) Sir Launcelot du Lake ] * / ^ 
\Mio is this 1 Great Guy of Warwick, saith another 1 , ^ 



/>7 



^ This was a proverbial ezpresgion. See Hey wood's 
**ProverbB*' and "Taminj? of the Shrew," act ii., so. 1. 
BaAert probably means Bach there I or Go back I — Cooper^ 
[The meanin}^ is, clearly cnoa<rh, that Gawin Ooodlack 
must retreat from his courtship.] 

* Your mastership. — Cooper. 

* Qootha. 

* Some of these are the hcroen of rumances.— C'oo/><?r. 

VOL. III. E 
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N<^ (say I), it is the thirtoenth Hercules brother. / 3 io 
Wh<»i.s this? noble Hector of Tn>y? siiith the thinl : / 3 
No, Vmt of tht? siinu' lu^^^t (say I) it is a binL . o *- 
Who is tliis ? «xn*at Goliiih, Siunpsou, or Colbrand ? / J ^ 
No (say I), but it is a brute of the aly land.^ ' * ^ 
Who is this ? great Alexander or Charlemagne ? ^ i :)" 
No, it is tlu? tenth Worthy, say I to them again : » ^im 
I know not if I said well — ' ^ "7 

R. RoiSTEiL Yes, for so I am. / "^ 'g' 

M. Merry. Vea, for tht»rt» were but nine wor- ' * t 
thies, l)efore ye came. 
To some others the thinl Cato I 4I0 you call ; ^ ' ^ "^ 
And so, as well Jis I can, I answer them all. / v / 
Sir, I })ray you what lord or great gentleman is this? ' /- '- 
Master Ralph Roister DoisttT, dame (say I), i-wis. -^ /* 3 
O Lord (saith she then), what a goodly man it is ! / /^ v- 
Would Christ I had Kuch a husband as he is ! '*--."" 
Lonl (say some), that the sight of his face we lack ! ' /■ ** 
It is enough for you (say I) to see his back ; / f 7 
His face is for Ladies of high and noble parages,* t y- 5*" 
With whom he hanlly 'scapeth great marriages. ,' y.- ^ 
With much more than this and nmch otherwise. / ^ "^ 

R. Roister. I can tliee thank,^ that thou canst /T I 
such answers devise : 
But I ])erceive thou dost me throughly know. / a* *'— ' 

M. AIekry. I mark your manners for mine own y ^"-3 
learning, I tn)w. 
Rut such is your beauty, an<l such are your acts, / j" f 
Such is your personage, and such are your facts,*, ^^ 

^ [A creature of the Bame coiiiitrv. .4/v Becms here to 
be the Batue as alyehc. See llaUiwdl, r v. alychc and alye,] 

" Inertias e ciclo ctcidlt Cato. Juv., ikit. ii., 40. — Cooper, 

^ [Kiiuired, purentujrcs.] 

"* I give thee thank?.— C\><»;>tr. 

* Feats or deetls, from tlie Ijatin factum. ** And nttlc 
forth his facts of war and l)lood.*'— Marluwc's ** Taiuiur- 
laine the Great."' Part I.. ir»90. -('o<iptr. 
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That all women, fair and foul, more and less, / 1' ^ 
They eye you, they lub* you, they talk of you doubt-/:;" 7 

less. ^ 

Your pleasant look maketh them all merry : 7 • < 
Ye pass not by, but thev laugh, till they be weary y'^ J 
Yea, and money could 1 have, the truth to tell, » ^"^ 
Of many, to bring you that way where they dwell. ^ '^ ' 
R. Roister. Merrygreek, for this thy reporting , h 7^ 

well of me — 
M. Merry. What should I else, sir 1 it is my , ^ 3 

duty, pardd. 
R. Roister. I promise thou shalt not lack, / •» t^ 

. while I have a groat. 
M. Merry. Faith, sir, and I ne'er had more ^^^ 

need of a new coat. 
R Roister. Thou shalt have one to-morrow, /' C i 

and gold for to spend. 
M. Merry. Then I trust to bring the day to a / « 7 
good end. 
For as for mine own part, having money enou*, i h X^ ^ 
I could live only with the remembrance of you — / "'• / 
But now to your widow, whom you love so hot — ' 7 o 
R. Roister. By Cock, thou sayest truth, I had, ' 1 I 

M. Merry. What, if Christian Custance will I I *^ 

not have you, what ? 
R. Roister. Have me ? yes, I warrant you, / ? 3 
^ never doubt of that : 
I kn ow she Ipveth -oae, but she dare not speak. ■ ^ V* ^ 
MnviERRY. Indeed, meet it were sotnebody 'T ^'^ 

shiould it break. 
R. Roister. She looked on me twenty times ^ ^ h 
yesternight, 




' [This word has escaped Nares and others. But it is 
merely a coUoqiiialiBm for /ore, and is in that sense still in 
familiar use.] 
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And laughed so — / 7 ' 

M. Mkrry. That she couhl not sit upright i^X 
R KoisTER. No, faith, couUl she not / / f 
M. Mkrky. No, even suoli a thing I cast ^ , -^ 
IL KoisTER. But for wooing, thou loiowest, , ^/ 
women are shainefast 

But, and she knew my mind, I know slie would he y ^ 2^ 

gla<l, ' . 

And think it the hest chance that ever she had. ' 5 o 
M. Merry. To her, then, like a man, and 1m; >? ^ 
bold forth to start : ^ 

Woot^.rs never speed well, that have a false heart / ^o 
li Koister. \Vhat may I l>est do ] y ir ^ 

M. Merry, Sir, remain ye awliile fhepe] ; * / < 7 
Ere long one or other of her house \nll ap^XMir. / ^ ^ 
Ye know my mind. ^ ^ K 

r R. ItOiSTER. Yea, now hardily let me alone. 

M. Merry. In the meantime, sir, if you please, ; / 
I will home, 
■ And call your musicians ; for in tliis your case / ' 
It would set you forth, and all your wooing grace, / ; ^ > 
Ye may not lack your instruments to play and , ^ ^. 
sing. 
R Koister. Thou knowest I can do that — * / ^ ' 
) M. Merry. Asi well as anything. / ^ 

Shall I go call your folks, that we may show a C4ist 1 - ^ / 
R. Roister. Ye«i, run, I beseech thee, in all , / ^ 

possible haste, 
M. Merry. I go. [ExeaC, / t f 

R. Roister. Yea, for I love singing out of ;t-*^-i> 
measure, 
It comforteth my spirits, an^l doth me great plea- j^ ^ 
sure. 



^ rGucsscfi.] 

• The word " here," which ig not in the original, seems 
necessary to complete the metre and rhyme. — Coojier. 
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But who comotli forth yoiul from my sweetheart >o '^ 

Custance ] 
My matter frame th well ; this is a hicky chance, j "^ 



ACTUS I., SC^NA 3. 
Madge MumblecrUST^ spinning on the distaff: ^^^^^It^^ 

Tibet T/Vlkapace sowing : Annot Alyface a^ »^ 

knitting : R KoiSTER behind. , . f 

M. MjJMBL. Jf this/distaff were spim/Margery / 

MuDQ^ecAst^ ' 
Tib. TUlk. Wliere good stale ale is, will drink ^^ 

no water, I trust. 
M. MuMBl^ Dame Custiuice hath promised us 3 

good ale and white bread. 
TlB. TviLK. If she keep not promise, 1 will be- /" 

shrew her hea(L _ 

But it will be stark night, before I sliall have done. - 
R. Roister .{<wicZ^). I will stand here awliile, ^ 

and talk with them anon. 
1 hear them speak of Custancei, which doth my heart ^ 

good; 
To hear her name spoken doth even comfort my ^ 

blood. 
M. MUMBL. Sit down to your work, Tibet, like ' 

a good girl • * 

Tia Talk. Nurse, meddle you with your spindle 

and your wliirL 



* Jack Mamblccrust is the name of one of the Wggars 
who dine with Sir Owen Meredith : ** Peace ! hear my lady. 
Jack MumblecruBt steal no more penny loaves.*'-— Pa^ini^ 
Orisself act iv., sc. 3. It is also a name given to the widow 
Minever by Captain Tucca in I)ekker*8 '^Satiromastix.*' 
.Bladge 31umblecru8t is mentioned in the MS. comedy of 
** Misogonus," 1577.— C'oo/x?/-. 
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No haste but good, Madgt? Muniblecrust ; for whip /. " 

and whur,* 
Tlie old j)roverb doth say, never m<ade good fur. / ? " 
M. MUMBU Well, ye will sit down to your work / j( 

anon, I tnist. 
TiH Talk. Soft lire niaketh sweet inalt,^ good / /- 
Madge Mumblecnist. ^ 

M. MUMBL. And sweet malt maketh jolly good / ^ 

ale for the nonce. 
Tib. Talk. Which will slide down the lane ' .' ^ 
without any bones. Wantet^ 

Old brown-brea^l crusts must have much good / / 

mumbling ; 
But good ale down your throat hath good easy ^ / 
tumbling. 
It Roister (asi^ie). The jolliest wench that ere ' ? 
I heard ! Little mouse. 
May I not rejoice that she shall dwell in my house 1 >^ 
Tib. Talk. So, sinvih,'* now this gear beginneth ^t 

/for to frame. 
M. MuMBL. Thanks to Go<l, though your work "^ 
stand still, your tongue is not lame. 
\j TiB. Talk. And though your teeth be gone, '^^3 
both so shaq) and so fine, 



^ ScoldJDg. " Whur, to snarl like a dop." — Bailey. 
^ " Soft ficr makes swct malt"; sec "The Marriage of 
Wit and Wisdom," edited by Halliwcll, p. 13. — Cooper. 
3 [The throat, which we still familiarly term red lane.] 

* Songs introduced in our old plays are often not found 
in the printed copies. Some of those in this piece, are, 
however, given at the end, and others are introduced in Uie 
l>ody of the play. In the above instance, perhaps, only an 
air was to be hummed. — Cooper. 

* The terms Sirrah and Sir appear to have been fre- 
quently applied indifierently both to male and female. In 
W^hetfitone's ** Promos and Cassandra," 1578, Grymball aaya 
to his mistress — 

*• Ah, ftyr, you wouMc )K-likc let my cocke-spnrrowes go." — Cooper. 



RALPH ROISTER 1X>ISTKR. 71 

Yet your tongue can renne on patU^ns as well a« 2- / 

mine. 
M. MiTMBL Ye were not for nought named Tib > ^ 

Talkapace. 
Tib. Talk. Doth my talk grieve you ? Alack, * 3- w 

God save your grace ! 
M. MuMBL. I hold a groat, ye will drink anoii 2 1 

for this gear. ^ 

Tib. Talk. And I will not pray you the stri()es 0- a 

for me to bear. 
M. MuMBL. I hold a penny, ye will drink with- ^ 1 

out a cup. 
Tib. Talk. Whereinsoe'er ye drink, I wot ye 6 ^ 

drink all up. 
An. Alyface. By Cock,^ and well sewed, my 3 J 

good Tibet Talkapiice. 
Tib. Talk. And e'en as well knit, my nown ^ ^^ 

Annot Alyface. 
R. Roister {(uSe), See what a sort she keepeth, 3 3 

that must iJe my wife : 

Shall not I, when I have her, lead a merry life ] 6 ^ 

Tib. Talk. Welcome, my good wench, and sit ^ ^ 

here by me just 
An. Alyface. And how doth our old Ijeldame sb >* 

here, Madge Mumblecrust ? 
I'lR Talk. Chide and find fault, and threaten -^ } 

to complain. ^ 

An. Alyface, To make us poor girls shent ^ to :> ' 

her is small gain. 
M. MUMBL. I did neither chide, nor complain, ^ J 

nor threaten. 
R. Roister {aside). It -would grieve my heart *'' 

to see one of them beaten. 



^ A corruption of the sacred name 
* Scolded. It Bometimes means ruined or dcslroytd. 
Cooper, 
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M. MUMHL. I (lid nothing but bid her work, and y. i 
hold her j)t»ac^. 
. TiR Talk. So would I, if you could your clat- J^ >^ 

tering cease ; 
But the devil cannot make old trot hold her tongue, y-3 
An. Alyface. Let all these matters pass, and u^ J. 
we three sing a song : 
So shall we pleasantly both the time beguile now, ^^ ' 
And eke despatch all our works, ere we can tell ^jp 
how. 
Tib. Talk. I shrew them that say nay, and that '^ ^ 

shall not be I. 
M. Mumbl. And I am woll content ' T ^ 

Tib. Talk. Sing on then by and by. ^ / 

R. Roister (aMe). An<l I will not away, but '^ "^ 
listen to their song ; ^ 

Yet Merrv'greek and my folks tarrj' very long. ^ ' 

Tib., An., and Margery do sing here.^ 

Pipey merry Annot^ <L-c. ^ 

Trilla, Tiiila, Trillary. ^ ^ 
Worky Tibet ; workj Annot ; icork, Margery ;^ T 
Sew, Tibet; knit, Annot ; i^pin, Margefy, '/'j ' 
Let m see who will win the victory. ^ 

Tib. Talk. This sleeve is not willing to be sewed, 5- ^1 
I trow. 
A small thing might make me all in the ground to 5^^ 
throw. 



' [This song is quoted in "A Pore Helpe/' probably 
printed many years before ** Ralph Roister Doister.'' See 
HazUtVs ''Popular Poetry," ii., 260. It therefore seeoiB 
likely that in this, as in other cases, Udall introdoced a 
song popular at the time, and the composition of some one 
else.] 
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NTlien they sing again. 

Pipty merry Annot, <tc. ' 1 

Trtlh, Trilla, TrUlary. ^^ -. i^ 

What, Tibtt f wlhat, Annot / wluU, Margery .' •" ' *^ 
Ye sleep, but we rfo not, that shall toe try, ^ '^^^ ^ 
Yourjingers he numbed, our work unit not lie. ^ -* 

Tib. Talk. If ye do so again — well, I would ^ -f 
advise you nay : — 

In good sooth, one stop more, an<l I make holy- ^ 
day! 

They sing the third time. § 

Pipe, merry Annot, c£y. ^ 

Trilla, Trilla, Trillary. (• / 
Now, Tibbet; now, Antwt; now, Margery; ^ "^ -Ir T 
Now whippet apace for tJte m/iistry : '*» / • 

BiU it vrill not be, our mouth is so dry. 'l o 

Tib Talk. Ah, each finger is a thumb to-day, T / 
me-think : 
I care not to let all alone, choose it swim or sink. 7 ^'^ 



They sing the fourth time. 

Pif}e, merry Annot, rfv. ^ -^ 
Trilla, Trilla, Tinllary. ^ V 
When, Tibbet? when, Annot? wJien, Margery? ' "* 
/ will not, — / can not, — no more can I. I ^ 

Thefi give we all over, ami there let it lief 7 ' 

\^Let her cast down Aer i&ork. 



44^ 



TiR Talk. There it lieth! the worst is but a ] ' 
curried coat. 
Tut, I am used thereto : I care not a groat. J 
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An Alyfacr Have we done sin«^ing since? 7^ 
then will 1 in again : 
Here I found you, and here I leave both twain. ^ ' 

[Exeai. ^ 
M. MUMBL. And I will not be long after. Tib. '^ 3^ 

Talkapace ! [She discovers R. Jioittfer Doitier, 
Tib. Talk. What is the matUT t ^ O 

M. MuMBL. Yond stood a man all this space, ^ /* 
nd hath heard all that ever we spake together. ? i^ 
Tib. Talk. Mam-, the more lout he for his ^ jo 
y coming hither. 

And the less good he can to listm maidens talk. ^ 7 
I care not, and I go bid him hence for to walk : ^ ? 
It were well done to know what he maketh here-^ | 
away. 
. K. Roister. Now might I sjwak to them, if I ^ ^ 

wist what to say. [Atide, 

M. MuMBL. Nay, we will go Iwth of 's, and see ^ / 

what he is. 
R. Roister (coming fortcanl). One that heard ^ ^ 

all your talk and singing, i-wis. 
TiR Talk. The mon? to l)lame you : a good ^ ^ 
thrifty husband 
Would elsewhere have had some l>etter matters m ^ ^ 
hand. q ^ 

R. Roister, I did it for no hann ; but for good i ^ 
X love I bear ^ 

To your dame Mistress Custance I did your talk iJo 
hear. ^ ^ 

And, mistress nurse, I will kiss you for acquaint- i I 
ance. ^ 

M. MuMBL. I come anon, sir. f o 

^^ Tib. Talk. Faith, I would our dame Custance ^ ^ 
Saw tliis gear. 
^M. MuMBU Imustfirstwipeall clean, yea, I must / **^ 
y Tib. Talk. Ill 'chieve it, doting fool, but it must ^ t \ 
be cust. 
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X 

M. MuMBL. God 'ield you, sir; chad not so >' f^ '=- 
much, i-chotte not when : 
Ne'er since chwas bom, chwine,^ of such a gay f ' -^ 
gentleman. 
ye R Roister. I will kiss you too, maiden, for the '^ ^ 
-/ good will I bear jre. ^ 

TiR Talk. No, forsooth, by your leave, ye shall ' ' ^ 
^^ not kiss me. . 

R Roister. Yes, be not afeard ; I do not dis- I •' ^ 
' fc\ I ^ dain you a whit 

TiR Talk. Why should I fear you 1 I have not ' ' / 
/^ so little wit ; ) A ' 

Ye are but a man, I know very well. ^ ^ 

/R. Roister. Why, then ] y o '^ 

Tib. Talk. Forsooth, for I will not : I use not / / ^ 
^ to kiss men. 

R. Roister. I would fain kiss you too, good '' / 

maiden, if I might. 
Tib. Talk. What should that need % '-' '^ ^ 

R. Roister. But to honour you, by this light. ^ 
I use to kiss all them tha^ I love, to God I vow. ^ * f ^. 
Tib. Talk. Yea, sir 1 I pray you, when did ye / / ^ \ 
, l ast kiss your cow 1 —————— ""^^ 

vl> R. itOISTER. Ye might })e proud to kiss me, \i 1^ )c 

ye were wise. 
TiR Talk. What promotion were therein % ' ' ^ 
R. Roister. Nurse is not so nice. ..* < 

TiR Talk. Well, I have not been taught to f ' U 

kissing and liclang. 
R. Roister. Yet, I tl\ank you, mistress nurse, ^ ^-^ 

ye made no sticking. 
M. MuMBL. I will not stick for a koss with such ' ^ I 

a man as you. 

^ t.«., " I bad not bo much, I wot not when : never since I 
was bom, I ween.*' She here speaks a rustic dialect. — 
Cwtper. 



\ 
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TiK. Talk. They that hi>t ! — I will again to / > i^ 
'y>jny >»^Ming hmw. 
yXy.' XlwxcyJ TiilinjTJ, ho: ti^lings ! dame > -3 
J^ CiL<tance ^^ret-teth vou well 
^^ J>' R. RoLSTER. ^^'hMm'J me? ^ ^t 

.^ Ax. Alyface You, sir I No. sir : I do no y -^ S^ 

such tale tell. 
R. RoLSTER. But, and she knew nio here ! — / O- ^ 
An. Alfy.v<;e. TiWt Talkapace. y > "7 - 

Your mistress Custance and mine must speak with / ^ f 
your grace. 
Tib. Talk. AVith me \ i 1^ f 

An. Alyfac'E. You must come in to her, out of /'^^ 

all doulits. 
Tib. Talk. AikI my work not lialf-<lone I a /*&/ 

mischief on all louts ! [Ejt, amb. 

R. Roister. Ah, gixnl sweet nurse ! / ^ 2^ 

M. MuMBL. Ah, good sweet gi*ntleman ! / "^ ^ 
R. Roister. AMio 1 - / t> ^ ^ 

M. MuMBL. Nay, I cannot tdl. sir, but what / ^^ 
thin;; would vou ? 
' IL Roister, How doth sweet Custance, my / 3 J^ 
*■ heart of gold, tell me how ? - 

M. MUMBI* She doth very well, sir, and com- / "^ "7 

mand[s] me to vou. 
li Rolster. To nie ? ^ "^ 7 

M. MUMBL. Yea, to you, sir. y 'a y 

R. Roister. To mo 1 nurse, tell me plain, y /*> 

rro me ? 

M. MuMBL. Yea. . > ^ / - 

R. Roister. That word maketh me alive / (^ 1-^ 

again. 
M. MUxMBi^ She command[ed] me to one last / ^ -^ 
day, wlioe'er it was. 




* Her rc-entrancc is not marked. — Cooper. 
^ [Orig. reads, what.] 
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R. Roister. That was e'en to me and none other, i ^ ^ 

by the mass. 
M. MuMBL. I cannot tell you surely, but one it I ^ ^^ 

was. 
R. Roister. It was I and none other— this / ^ j^ 

Cometh to good pass. 
I promise thee, nurse, I favour her. i ^t 

M. MuMBL. E'en so, sir ? \ ^ S^ 

R. Roister. Bid her sue to me for marriage. I ^ f 
M. MuMBL. E'en so, sir ? / ^ -t> 

R RoisterL And surely for thy sake she shall / ^ ' 

speed. ^ 

M. MuMBL. E'en so, sir 1 ^'^ 3:^ 

K Roister.' I shall be contented to take her. f ^-3 
M. MuMBL. E'en so, sir] ' ^ 5^ _-. 

R. Roister. But at thy request and for thy sake. ^ ^K 
M. MuMBL. E'en so, sir ? ^"^ ^, 

R. Roister. And, come, hark in tliine ear what / ^ / 

to say. — ^ . 

M. MuMBL. E'en so, sir ? i^ o 

[Here let him tell hen' a great long tale in liei' ear. 



ACTUS L, SaENA IV. 

Matthew Merrygreek, Dobinet Doughty, 
Harpax, Ralph Roister, Margery 
Mumblecrust. 

M. Merry. Come on, sirs, apace, and 'quit your- f 

selves like men. ' 

Your pains shall be rewarded. ^ 

D. Dough. But, I wot not when. 
M. Merry. Do your master worship, as ye have "^ 

done in time past. 
D. Dough. Speak to them : of niin<» office he 

sliall have a cast. 
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M. Merry. Haqmx, look that tliou do well too, ^ 

and thy fellow. 
Harpax. I warrant, if he will mine example ' 

follow. 
>L Merry. Court'sy, w hores ons : duck you and ^ 

crouch at every wonL 
D. Dough. Yes, whether our master speak ear- *? 

nest or bonl.* 
M. Merry. For this lieth upon his preferment ^ ^ 

indee<l. 
D. Dough. Oft is he a wooer, but never doth he / / 

8j)eed. 
M. Merry. But with whom is he now so sadly ' *^- 

rounding '^ yond \ 
D. Dough. With Xobs nicfbtctUr iniserfre ' fond. / "i 
M. Merry. God be at your wedding : be ye / ^ 

si)ed already ] ^ 

I did not suppose that your love was so greedy. * ^ 
I perceive now ye have chose of devotion ; f (m 

And joy have ye, lady, of your promotion ! / "7 

R. lioiSTER. Tush, fool, thou art deceived, this i ?^ 

is not she. 
M. Merry. Well, mock ^ much of her, and keep / ^ 

her well, I 'vise ye. 
1 will take no charge of such a fair piece keeping. 
M. MuMBL. What aileth this fellow 1 he driveth 

me to weeping. 

^ Joke. — Horde, bomtl, or boordy as the word is spelled by 

Si>enser, means a jest or sport; from the French Bourde^— 

•• Of old adventures that fell whit«, 
Aud some of hourdts and ribaudry." 

—Lay U Preine. Sec Toone's Glo*sary.— Cooper. 

* Seriously whispering — 

"And in his ear him rounded close behind." 

—Faerit <iutent. Book iii., Canto 10.— Cooper. 

' [A))parently intentional nonsense for nobis mucebetur 
mixer ere. ] 

* [For mnki.^ 



^-/ 
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M. Merry. What, weep on the wedding-day I 1^ 

be ineny, woman : 
Though I say it, ye liave chose a good gentleman. 2 ^ 
R. KoiSTER. Kock's nowns,^ what meanest thou, l^^, 

man ? tut, a whistle. 
M. Merry. Ah, sir, be good to her ; she is but 2- 6 

a gristle : 
Ah, sweet lamb and coney ! 
R. Roister. Tut, thou art deceived. ^ 7 

M. Merry. Weep no more, lady, ye shall Ix; 2- 2" 

well received. 
Up with some merry noise,^ sirs, to brmg home X. ^ 

the bride ! 
R. Roister. Gog*s arms, knave, art thou mad % ^ ^ 

I tell thee thou, art wide. ^ * 

M. Merry. Thfen, ye intend by night to have '^ 1- 

her home brought. 
R Roister. I tell thee, no. 
M. Merry. How then ] 
R Roister. Tis neither meant ne thought. 
M. Merry. W^hat shall we then do with her. t ^ i 
R Roister. Ah, foolish harebrain, 3 7 

This is not she. 3 "i^ 

M. Merry. No, is [not]. Why, then, unsaid 3 ^ 

again ! ' 

And what young girl is this with your maslup so '^o 

bold] 
R Roister. A girl 1 
M. Merry. Yea, I daresay, scarce yet threescore ■/' X- 

year old. 
R. Roister. Tliis same is the fair widow's -^ 3 

nurse, of whom ye wot 
M. Merry. Is she but a nurse of a house \ ^ ^ 

hence home, old trot ! 



^ God's woands. 

* Music. So often UBcd of old. — Cottptrr. 
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Hence at once ! ^-^ 

R. Roister, No, no. 

M. Merry. What, an' i»lea8o your maship, ^ y 

A nurse talk so homely with one of your woi^hip ? ^ i 
R. Roister. I will have it so ; it is my pleasure lU Q 

and will. 
M. Merry. Then 1 am content. Nurse, come 6^^ 

again, tarry still. 
R. Roister. What, she will help forward this S^ I 

my suit, for her part. 
M. Merry. Then is't mine own pigsny, and 5" ""i^ 

blessing on my heart ! ^ 

R. Roister. This is our Wst friend, man. ^ -^ 
M. Merry. Tlien teach her what to say. 6 ^ 

M. MuMBL. I am taught already. 
M. Merry. Then go, make no delay. _ 

R. Roister. Yet hark, one word in thine ear. tT / 
M. Merry. Back, sirs, from his tail ! 
R. Roister, Back, villains ; will ye be privy of 6^5 

my counsel ] 
M. Merry. Back, sirs ! So. I told you afore t> *? 
ye would be shent. 
v/ R. Roister. She shall have the first day a whole C / 
peck of argent 
M. MUMBL. A i)eck ! Nomine Patris, have ye ^ 

so much spare 1 
R. Roister, Yea, and a' cart-load thereto, or else 4 3 
were it bare ; 
I Besides other moveables, household stuff and land, i ^ 
I M. MuMBL. Have ye lands too ? 
V 1 R Roister. An hundred marks. 
/ JV^ \ ^^- Merry. Yea, a thousand. ^ 

•/V 1 M. MuMBL. And have ye rattle too ] and sheep 4 ^ 
^ » too? 

R. Roister. Yea, a few. b 9 

M. Merry. He is ivshamed the numlxT of them ^ ^ 
to show. » 
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E'en round about him as many thousand sheep goes, 7 ' 
As he and thou, and I too, have fingers and toes, -j v- 
M. MUMBL. And how many years old be you 1 n^ 
R. Roister. Forty at h?ast, 

M. Merry. Yea, and thrice forty to them. 7 •j" 

R. Roister. Nay, thou dost jest. 
I am not so ohl : thou misreckonest my years. 1 "^ 
M. Merry. I know that ; but my mind was on *) "^ 

bullocks and steers. 
M. MuMBL. And what shall I show her your T 9 

mastership's luime is ? 
R Roister. Nay, she shall make suit, ere she y*^ 

know that, i-wis. 
M. MuMBL. Yet let me somewhat know. 
M. Merry. This is he, understand 
That killed the blue spider in Blanchepowder land. tT ^ 
M. Mumbl. Yea, Jesus, Wilhain, zee, law ! did 

he zo, law 1 
M. Merry. Yea, and the last elephant that ever ^ S*" 

he saw. 
As the beast passed by, he start out of a busk,^ 
And e'en with pure strength of arms plucked out i^^Vo 

his great tusk. 
M. Mumbl. Jesus, Nomine Patris, wluit a thing V 1 

was that ! 
R. Roister. Yea, but, Merrygreek, one tiling < ^ 

thou hast forgot. 
M. Merry. AMiat 1 
R. Roister. Of th* other elephant. 
M. Merry. 0, him that fled away ] 
R. Roister. Yea. , 

M. Merry. Yea, he knew that his match was J ^ 

in place that day. 



* A copse OP bush. See " Tempest," act iv., sc. 1. 

** And everj boiky bourn from side to side/'— ifiUoii. 
—Cooper. 

VOL. in. F 



82 RALPH ROISTER DOISTER. 

Tut, he bet the King of Crickets on Christmas-day, 9 ^ 
That he crept in a hole, and not a word to say. f <~ 
M. MuMBi-u A sore man, by zembletee.^ cf ^ 

M. Merry. Why, he vrrong a chlb. 
On<;e in a fray out of the hand of Belzebub. -^ ^ 

K. KoisTEiL And how when Mumfision — q f 

M. Merry. 0, your costreling 

Bore the lantern a-field so before the gozeling o / 

Nay, that is too long a niatt<»r now to be told. / ^ -^ 

Never ask his name, nurse, I warrant thee, be bold : . ^ 3 
He cr)nquered in one day from Kome to Naples, 
And won towns, nurse, as fast as thou canst make 
apples. 
M. MuMBL. Lord ! my heart quaketh for / ^ >. 

fear, he is so sore. 
R KoisTER. Thou makest her too much afeard, / ** 7 
Merrygreek ; no more. 
This tale would fear my sweetheart Costance /' ^ ^ 
right evil. 
M. Merry. Nay, let her take him, nurse, and 
fear not the devil 
But thus Ls our song dasht — sirs, ye may home 
aj^ain. \To the mune. 









K. Roister. No, shall they not. I charge you 



f i . — 



all ^lere to remain : / _^ f _ / ^ 
Tne villain slaves ! — a'wliole day, 

fouhd ! 
M. Meiiry. Couch on your marybones, whore- , t 3 

sons, down to the ground ! 

Was it meet he should tarry so long in one place, / / ^ 

Without harmony of music or some solace % * i ^^ 

Wlioso hath such bees as your master in his head // ji© 

Hml need to have his sj)irit« with music be fed. / / . 

By your mastership's licence — f f ^ ' 

K. Roister. What is that % a mote ! 
^ 7 

^ [Appearance, guaxi semblety, Bcmblancc.] / 
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M. Merrt. No, it was a fowrs feather had light 9-^ 

on your coat. 
R EoiSTER. I was nigh no feathers, since I came f ' " ' 

from my bei 
M. Merry. No, sir, it was a hair that was fall / ^ ^^ 

from your head. 
R. Roister. My men come, when it please j J ^ 

them. 
M. Merry. By your leave — v . 

R. Roister, What is that ? 
M, Merry. Your gown was foul spotted with / J- W «■ 

the foot ^ of a gnat. 
R Roister. Their master to offend they are /-^ f 

nothing afeard. 
What now 1 
M. Merry. A lousy hair from your mastership's J ^ 1 

beard. 
And sir, for nurse's sake, pardon this one offence. ^ 3-^ 
Omnes FAMULiE, We shall not after this show / 3 / 

the like negligence. 
R Roister. I pardon you tliis once ; and, come, / ^ '?- 

sing ne'er the worse. 
M. Merry. How like you the goodness of this y ^ ^ 

gentleman, nurse 1 
M MuMBL. God save his mastership, that can / 6 j^ 

so his men forgive ! 
And I will hear them sing, ere I go, by his leave. / 3 ^ 
R Roister. Marry, and thou shalt, wench : j 3 fm --1 

come, we two will dance. fr^*^ 

M. MuMBL. Nay, I will by mine own self foot >' ^ 7 ^ ^" 

the song perchance. 
R Roister. Go it, sirs, lustily. / 3 2r 

[Belires to write a letter, 
M. MuMlliL. Pipe up a merry note. J 3 j 

^ [Should we not readfutet See Halliwell in v.] 
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/ Lri un- liwir it I'lavrd. I will t'»H»t it tVir a jrroat. ^ •/ C 

.- 1^ K. K"i>iKK. N.»w. nui>e. iak«» this same letter J'-f'l 

l.rir- :■> ti.y !:-.i-:ii— ; 
\iv\ :i- v.iy t:-.:-: i> in l!i.v». pH-niT bimii^Sw > -/^ ^ 

>[. -Ml Mi-i.. I: -:.;iil Jf il-iie. 
M. Mr in-.Y. WV... ir..\.ir- ic ? . 
K. K >:}";:. 1 wr-tr i: ra-h whit. 
M. Mvr.r.Y. T'..- :. :.-vi> i: i:-.' iii'-aJin^ ? ' "/' 7 
11. K ".<VK";:. N . !. '. 

M. Mr:::.Y. N •. I k:..'w \. -r^it. / -^ j ' 

l: i: >:•■.;. 1 ^*. .:;.:.: :: -.v W. ' ' 

IV::. .■ \ ■ H- ;. -■...'; 1 ■ . :.-n: Ir >-,l ! ' ^ 

>: ^l .-:y \V; _. : .: ::.:i.;.>uUoflhatl ^ 3"i 
\1 \' V W • . " i ,-.. \ 

>'. >':.... \. A:. '...•.■...•. ■ :;:;.'> m-.-iv than thou / iTfc 
M M •. ^ .... \ ..... - ::iv r.ew ^-ir. for my ' ^^ <» 

• . « ■ - ■ » 



. ■ 






M M: . ^ A:".:. .-: ;r.: ".^ in the house / ^'^ 

1 ' "» . "•» ■ '» . 

M >'..^. '...'.:.;, v..:". y-.:r ir::er- i ^^^^ 






I-r : .:>-■.■ «.;'.. •■ .\r:.:' a: iir-iAvV^ known. / b " 

>' ?•'. : ; ..\ ':^..: ..v. ;. . .. ?.:>. \:.:.'. y.^ur letter is > b ^ 



!■...- 

» . ^ • . - ._.^ ....... . 



\r >' 



I , • .- \ ..... Y 



f 



: AJk^iji^. 



\ 
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ACTUS L, SC^NA 5. 

Christian Custance, Margery Mumblec^ust. 

C. Custance. Who took thee this letter, Mar- / 
gery Mumblecrust ? 
t M. MUMBL. A lusty gay bachelor took it me of ^2^ 

trust, 
And if ye seek to hiWi, he will love your doing. ^ 
C. Custance. Yea, but where learned he that c^ 

manner of wooing 1 
M MuMBL. If to sue to him you will any pains 5 
take, 
He will have you to his wife (he saith) for my ^ 
sake. 
C. Custance. Some wise gentleman belike : I / 
am bespoken. 
And I thought verily this had been some token ^ 
From my dear spouse,^ Gawin Goodluck, whom ^ \ 

when him please, 
God luckily send home to both our hearts* ease ! I ^ 

M. MUAIBL. A jolly man it is, I wot well by I I ^/^l s'' \ ^ ' *^ 

report,* 
And would have you to him for marriage resort. ' J'^ 
Best open the writing, and see what it doth speak. / -^ 
C. Custance. At this time, nurse, I will neither / ^ 

read ne break. ^ 

M. MuMBL. He promised to give you a whole ' *^ 

peck of gold, 
C. Custance. Perchance, {t*will] lack of a pint, ^ *• 
when it shall be sdl^told. 
,^ M Mu^iBL. I would take a gay rich husband, / j 
and I were you. ' 



■n 



A'. 



^ Tbe word $pow>e is here used for betrothed tover. — 
Cooper. 
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('. CrsTANrF- III j:o«mI sot»th, >lailge, e'en so /^ 
wmihl I, it' I weri* thou.' 
But im i!n»rf ut* this tnii«l talk now ; let us gi> in, ' / 
Au«l s»M« thou no more mow me folly to 1)egin ; -^ "^ 
Nor luiiii; me no mo letters fur no man's pleasure, 3^/ 
But tliou know from whom. 

M. M I'M III.. 1 warrant, ve shall be sure. > 3 



^\ ACTUS II., SC.1':NA 1.« 

^.t' y*^i DolUNET Dt»L'(;iITY. 

* ^ 1>. I>nr<;H. ^^ here is the house I go to, before / 

or iM'himl ? 
I kin»w n«»t where nor when, nor how I shall it "?^ 

liml. 
If I hail tfu men's Iwnlies an^l.legs, and strength, 3 
This tnittiiii; tliat I have must neeils lame me at^ 

h'n^'tli. 
An«l iinw tliat my master is new-.«?ot on wooing, ) 
I trust there sliall none of us tiutl lack of doing: ^ 
Two pair of shoes a day will now 1h» too little "TF 
To serve me. 1 must trot to and fn> .so mickle. S^ 
" fJo ]x*ar me this token ;" " carry me this letter ;** ^ 
N<»w tliis is the l)e8t way ; now that way is better. fC 
*' Up before day, sirs, I charge you, an hour or // 

twain : 
Tnidge, do me this message, and bring word quick/ a- 



again." 



If one miss but a minute, then, '* His arms and / 3 

wounds, 



* The idea is borrowed from Alexander's celebrated reply 
to Tarmen io.— 0>o;)fr. 

* A night has pa&scd lictween the fint and second acta. — 
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I would not have slacked for ten thousand // 

pounds ! 
Nay see, I beseech you, if my most trusty page / 5 
Go not now about to hinder my marriage " / fe* 
So fervent hot wooing, and so far from wiving, / 7 
I tro;»^, never yas any creature Jivinf f ; / ^^ 

Wi$ Jket^vi%msCL IS he income love's-pang ; ' 7 
Then up to our lute at midnight, tveavgledom twang. 
Then twang with our sonnets, and twang with our 0- / 

dumps,^ 
And heigho from our heart, as heavy as lead-lumps. -^ ^^ 
Then to our recorder- with toodMoodle jxxtp, ^ ^ 
As the howlet out of an ivy bush should hoop, a- cA ^ 
Anon to our gittemi^ t/irumpledum thrumpledum >'^ 

thntnif . 

Thrumplediim, thrumpledum^ thrumjMum, thrum- ^ *• 

pledum, thrum» 
Of songs and ballads also ho is a maker, ^ * 

And that can he as finely do as Jack Raker ; * ^ T 
Yea, and extempore ^will he ditties compose ; ^ ' 
Foolish Marsias ne'er, made the like, I sui)i>ose ; 
Yet must we sing them, as goo(l stuff, I undertake, 3 / 
As for such a pen-man is well fitting to make. * >• 
" Ah, for these long nights ! heigho ! when will it * ^ 

bedayl -x a 

I fear, ere I come, she will be wooed away." ^ ^ ^ 
Then, when answer is made, that it may not be, ^ ^ 
" death, why comest thou not 1 " by and by -3 ^ 

saith he. 



' A tone : generally a mournfal one. 

' A flageolet. 

* A lute, or guitar. 

4 " What hare ye of the Lord Dakera? 
He maketh rs Jacke Rakers; 
He says we are hat crakers." 

— Skelton'8 Why come ye not to Court r 

See also the same author's '' Spekc Parrot." — Cwtper. 
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But then fnun his heart to put away sorrow, 3 7 
He is as far in with some d(^w h)ve rtext morrow. S o 
But, in the mean season, we trudj^e ami we trot : "^ ^ 
From dayspring to midnight I sit not nor rest not. ^A^ 
And now am I sent to dame Cliristian Custance ; ^/ 
But I fear it will end with a mock for jiastance.^ */- ^ — 
1 hrinj^ her a rin;; with a tt>ken in a clout, ^ 3 
And by a]] guess this sjime is her house out of </ s^ 

df)uht. ^ 

I know it now perfect, 1 am in my right way ; ^ 
And lo ! yond the old nurse that was with us last ^^ 

dav. ' • 



ACTUS IL, SC.EN^V 2. 

Maiu;k Mi'Mr.LEcuusT, Dodlnkt Doughty. 

M. MuMiJL. 1 Wfus ne*er so shoke ^ up afore, since / 
I was horn : 
That our nnsti-ess could not have had chid, I would 

have sworn. 
And I pray (iod I die, if I meant any harm ; * 
But for my lift^time this shall 1k^ to' me a charm. ^ 
D. ] )ouaH. ( Jod vou siiVe and see, uurse ! and 

how is it with you ? ^ 

M. MrMDL. ^larry, a great deal the worse it is ^ 

for such as' thou. 
I). I)i)rf;ii. Forme/ Why so? "^ 

M. MrMnL. Wliy, wei-e not thou one of them, S' 
sav, 

* rassf-tcMpit, pafstiiiu-. sport. So iirni'l iv., sc. yi. — 

'• Do )••? think. Dame Custance, 
Tlint in thi:; wooing I have mtruni uu^'hl tut jKU/ance/" 

Again, act v., »ceno '2 — 

" Truly, most dear spouso, nought was done but for patlanee.** 

—Cottpct. 

* [Shaken] 
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That sang and played here with the gentleman i 
last day ] 
D. Dough. Yes", and he would know, if you ' ^ 
have for him spoken, ^f 

And prays you -to deliver this ring and token. 

M. MuMBL. Now, by the tqfcen that God tokened, / 1^ 
brother^ '^ 

I will deliver no token, one nor other. / 3 

I have once been so shent for your master's plea- ) ^ 

sure, ,' _ 

As I will not be again for all his treasure. ' ■ 
D. Dough. He wiU tlmnk you, woman.' ) ^ 
M. MuMBL. I will none of his thank. / 1 

[Exit M, Mumht,^ 
p. Dough. I ween I am a prophet; this gear - ^ 
will prove ])lahk. 
But what, should I home again without answer go? ''^ / 
It were better go to Rome on my head than so.^ ^^ 
I will tarry here this month, but some of the house ^ 
Shall take it of me, an<i theli I care not a louse. ^ ^ 
But yonder cometh forth a wench or a lad : "> ^ 

If he have not one Lombjird's touch,^ my luck is i- ^ 
ba(L 



ACTUS IL, SC^NA 3. 

truepenny, D. dough., TIBET T., ANNOT AL. 

Truepenny. I am cle<an lost for lack of merry / 
com'pany ; 
We 'gree not half well yithin, our wenches and 1 : 1^ 



^ [In the original, D. Douehty is made to go out] 

* [Perhaps a sort of allusion to the proverb, To go to Rome 

with a mortar on one's head.] 
' A Lombard's touchstone, to' tr>' gold and silver. See 

'* Bichard III.," act iv., sc. 2—CooiKr. 



\c<\i.. 
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T1h\v will command like mistresses, they will -^ 

f«>rl>i(l ; 
If tlu'v 1m» in»t .st».n'»>(l, Tnu'iM^nny must be chid. ^ 
Let them be as iiierrv now, as ye can desire : S' 
With turning of a hand our mirth lieth in the ^ 

niin\ 
I cannot skill of such chfingoable mettle, ^ 

There is nothing witli them but, In dock, out ^ 

nettle. 1 
D. ])uU(;h. ^^^lether is it lx?tter that I speak to 9 

him first, 
Or he first to me ] It is goi^ii to cast the worst ^ f> 
If I iM'gin first, he will smell all my purpose : / / 
Otherwise I shall not nee<l anything to disclose. / "*-" 

Truepenny. What l>oy have we yonder? \ ^^ 

will see what he is. 
1). l)uU(jn. lie cometli to me. It is hereabout, /<./ 

i-wis. \A9Ult, ^ 

Truepenny. Wouldest thou ought, friena, that ^^ 

thou lookest so alnnit ? 
D. DuuoH. Vea ; but whether ye can help me / ^ 

or no, I tloubt. 
I seek to one Mistress Custan.Tc house here dwelling. / "7 
Truepenny. It is my mistress ye seek to, by / ^ 

your tellini'. 
I). Dough. Is there any of that name liere but ' / 

she? 
TiiUEi'ENNY. Not one in all the whole town ^-^ 

that 1 know, pardo. , 

D. Dough. A widow she is, I trow. 
Truepenny. And what, an<l .she be 1 
D. Dou< JH. But en.sured to an husband ? 
Truepenny. Vea, so think we. 



^ A proverbial expression, relatini^ to a still common 
practice. — Coo}>cr. 
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D. Dough. And I dwell with her husband that > i^ 

trusteth to be. 
Truepenny. In faith, then must thou needs he o- 1^ 

welcome to me. . . j ^ 

Let us, for acquaintance, shake hands together, ^' i < v- ^ 

And, whatever thou -be, heartily welcome hither. ? ^^^ j •• ^' 
Tib. Talk.^ Well, Truepenny, never but fling- o- f"^ 

ing? ' • 

An. Alyfack And frisking ] 
Truepenny. Well, Tibet and Annot, still ^ / 

swinging and whisking % 
Tib. Talk. But ye roil abroad. 
An. Alyface. In the street everywhere. 
Truepenny. Where are ye twain ] in chambers, 3 <^ 
when ye meet me there ] 
But come hither, fools : I have one now by the 3 S 

hand. 
Servant to him that must be our mistress' husband ; 3* ^ 
Bid him welcome. 
An. Alyface. To me truly he is welcome. 2> o h^^^ytji^ 
Tib. Talk. Forsooth and, as 1 may say, heartily 3 T T^ 

welcome. ^ a^t^<^<- 

D. Dough. I thank you, mistress maids. ^ ^. ^«i 

An. Alyface. I'hope we shall better know. V- / * ^^ 

Tib. Talk. And when will our new master V i-^ *^^*"^*' 

come 1 Ccc-p^^ 

D. Dough. Shortly, I 'trow. 

Tib. Talk. I would it were to-morrow ; for, till 7^ -r 

he resort, . / — 

Our mistress, being a widow, hath small comfort : ' ' 

And I heard our nurse speak of an husband to- V-^ 

Eeady for our mistress ; a rich man and a gay. '^ ^iy 
And we shall go in our French hoods every day : ^^ 
In our silk cassocks (I warrant you) fresh and gay; U. r 



U ^ Tib and Annot would seem to enter here. — Cooper, 



X^^ 



(y* 



N 



^•f 



^ 
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In our trick ferdegews and billiments of gold ; ^ 
Brave in our suits of change, seven double fold. ^ ' 
Then shall ye see Tibet, sirs, tread the moss so^ 

trim; * 

Nay, why said I tread ] ye shall see her glide' and ^ 

swim ; 
Not lumperdy-clumperdy, like our spaniel Rig. 5" y* ^ 
Truepenny. Marry, then, prick-me-dainty; come, :ri> 
toast me a fig. 
Who shall then know our Tib Talkapace, trow ye 1 *^ 
An. Alyface. And whj^ not Annot Alyface as ^ 7 

fine as she ? . 

Truepenny. And what, had Tom Truepenny a ti ^ 

father or none ] 
An. Alyface. Then our pretty new-come-mscn <^ f 
will lo^k to be one. " ' * 

Truepenny. We four, I trust, shall be a jolly .(^^ 
merry knot. ■ 

Shall we sing a fit ^ to welcome our friend, Annot ? '^ ^ 
An. Alyface. Perchance, he cannot sing. ^ t-^ 
D. Dough. I am at all as«iys. 
Tib. Talk. By Cock,,and the better welcome to ^^ <^ 
us always. ^ 

JTere thty dug : ^ 

A thing vary fit ^ 
«9 For thnn that have wify ^ ^ 

And arefellpios knit^ (r ^ 
Servants in one house to he ; 

As fast for to sit, w? ^1 

A nd not oft to fiit, 

iV'or vary a whit, ^ ' 
Jiut lovingly to agree. 

^ A fit uBually means the diviBion of a ballad, but here it 
is to be understood as a song. — Cooper. 
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No man complaining, 1 3 
No other dMaining, ^ 

For loss or for gaining. 7 i 

Bat fellotvs or friends to be; 
No grudge remaining, 7 7 
No work refraining J 
Nor I^elj> restraining, 7 9 

BiU lovingly to agree. 

No m>an'for despite^ S< / 

By word or by write, 

His fellow to twite, ^ i 
But further' in li^nesty; 

No good turns entwite, y'i *" 

Nor old soi'ts recite. 

But let all go quite, Sr 7 
And lovingly to agree. 



^^ 



After drudgery, » ^ y 
When tJiey be weary, 
Then to be merry, €f o 

To laii/jh and fing they be free ; 
With cJiip 'and dierry, Q i 
Heigh den-y derry. 
Trill on the bery, c j 

And lovingly to agree. 



TiR Talk. Will you now in with us unto our i i 

mistress go ? 
D. Dough. I have first for my master an errand J 4 
or two. ^ — 

But I h ave here from him a token and a ring ; ' ' 
Hiey^sKall have most thank of lier,'tTiat first doth f Y' 
it bring. 
Tib. Talk. Marry, tluit will I. ^ ^ 
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Truephnny. See, anil Tibet snat<?h not now I ' 
Tib. Talk. An«l whv may not I, sir, get thanks • ^ / 

a» well as you ? [Exit, 

Ax. Alyfa<;e. Yet get ye not aU, we will go i> i^ 
with you Ixjth, 
And have i»art of your thanks, be ye never so loth. * 3 

[ExU amneg, 
D. Dough. So my hands are rid of it, I care for / ^ 
no more. ^^ 

I may now return home : so durst I not afore. /^ ^ 

[Exit. 

ACTUS II., SC.EXA 4. 

C. CusTANCE, Tibet, Anxot Alyface, 

Truepenny. 

C. CusTANCE. Nay, come forth all three; and / 
come hither, pn'tty maid : 
Will not so many forewarnings make you afraid % '^^ 
Tib. Talk. Yes, forsooth. 

C. Custance. But still be a runner up and <^ 
down ? ^^ 

Still Ik; a })rin<;er of tilings and tokens to town I ^ 
Tib. Talk. No, forsooth, mistross. 
C. (.'ustan(;e. Is all your.deli«<ht and joy ^ 

In whisking and ramping abroad, like a Tom-boy % « 
Ti B. Talk. Forsooth, tliese were there too, AnnOt ^ 
y , ,\ and Tiuu'penny. 

^ ^ y Truepenny. Yea, but ye alone took it, ye can- / f^ 

V '"s^ not deny. 

^V fl \ An. Alyface. Yea, that ye did 

s.'^ Tib. Talk. But, if I had not, .ye twain would. ^ ^ 

(.-. Custance. You great calf, ye should have / ^ 
mort* wit, so ye should. [To Tfufp. 

But why should any of you tj^ke such things in / ^ 
hand? 



X 
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Tib. Talk. Becauae it came from him t hat must ) V^ 

b e your husbaiKL ' 

C. CusTANCE. How do ye know that ? 
Tib. Talk. Forsooth, the l)oy did say so. 
C. CusTANCE. What was his name? 
An. Alyfacb. We asked not. 
C. CusTANCE. No, did [ye not ]] 
An. Alyface. He is not fair gone, of likelihood. 
Truepenny. I will see. -n^^ 

C. CusTANCE. If thoil canst find him in the V '^ 

street, bring him to me. ^ 

Truepenny. Yes. \ExeaL ^ 

C. Custance. Well, ye ;iaughty girls, if ever I >^ S 
perceive 
That henceforth you do letters or tokens receive, '^^^ 
To bring unto me from any person or place, ."^ "^ . 
£xcept ye first show me the party face to face, -a- '^ 
Either thou, or thou, full truly abi' ^ thou shalt >~ 1 
TlB. Talk. Pardon this, and the next time ji-^ 
powder me in salt. 
• C. Custance. I shall inake all girls by you J / 
twain to beware. . ~ 
Tib. Talk. If I ever offend again, do not me spare. 3 "i^ 
But if ever I see that false boy any more, ^ ^ 

By your mistresship's licence, I tell you afore, s ^^ 

I will rather have my coat twenty times s^viuged, 3 S 
Than on the naughty wag not to be avenged. 
C. Custance. (Jood wenches would not so ramp '^ 7 
abroad idly, 
But keep within doors, and ply their work ear- 
nestly. 
If one would speak with me, that is a man likely, ^ 
Ye shall have right good thank to bring me word 
quickly ; 

^ t.e.. Abide the consequenceB, roe, or gaffer for. See ** A 
Midsammer Night^s Drcam,'^'act iii., 8C. 2,— Cooper, 



/ 



W R.VLPU ROISTER IXHSTKR. 

But othen*"ist' with mt* s^aires V* vomv in })ost, ^' ' 
From lii'ii«i't'urth I pniinist' yuu ."?li;ill W to your cost. 
Get vuu into your w«»rk. ^ r 

Tlli. AND ANNmT. Vrs. fnr>u.ith. 

C. CusTAN<;i-:. HriiLr, \.K*i[\ twain. 
Aiul let me see you play me suih a j>art again ! t? 

[AV. Tib. and AnnaL 
TltUEl»ENXY {re-ntitriwj\ 3li>tress, I have run -^^ 
j)X>t the far en«l of the street, 
Yet ran I not yomler crafty ln.»y see nor meet. .^ V 
C. (..'isTA\< E. No : * . 

Tkuei'ENNY. Vet lliM)kitlasfarlH*yomlthepeople $- 
As one may ^ee nut of the top of Paul's steeple. -' • 
C. (_'iSTAN< E. HeiR-e, in at dooi-s, and let me no S"^^ 

more be vext ! ^, 

Truepenny. Foi'irive me this one fault, and lay O ^ 

on for the next.^ ^ 

C. t'vsTANCE. Now will I in too, for I think, so ^^i^ 
Ooil me mend, -• ^ 

This will prove some foolish matter in the end. -^ ^ * 

[ExeaL 



ACTUS III., SC^NA 1. 

Matihew Mkruygreek. 

M. Merry. Xow say this again : he hath some- ^ 
what to doiiitr 
Which followi^th the trace of one that is wooing; 
Specially that hath no more wit in his head, ^ 
Than my cousin -Koister Doister withal is led. 
1 iim sent in all haste to c.s])y and to mark, 
How our letters and tokens ai"e likely to wark w 



* Truepenny goes out here, but the old copy omits his 
exit. CiHtjter. 



/ 



// 
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Master Roister Doister must have answer in haste, 
For he loveth not to spend much labour in waste. 
Now as for Christian Custaifce, by this light, / 

Though she had not her tf oth to Gawin Goodluck 

plight, . / 

Tet rather than with such a loutish dolt to marry, 
J-daresay would live a poor life solitary. 
iBut fain would I speak with Custance, if I wist how, 
To laugh -at the matt-er. Yond cometh one forth ' ^ 

now.^ 

ACTUS III, SC^NA 2. 

Tibet. M. Merrygreek (aside). 

Tib. Talk. Ah ! that I might but once in my ^ 
life have a sight 
Of him who made us^all so ill-shent ! By this light, 
He should never escape, if -I had him by the ear, -'' 
But even from his head I would it bite or tear. _-^ 
Yea, and if one of them were not enou*, * ^ 

I would bite them both off, I* make God avow. *^ 
M. Merry. What is he, whom thisjittle mouse / 

d oth so threaten ? [Asiffe: 

Tib. Talk. I would teach him, I trow, to make 

girls shent or beaten. 
M. Merry. I will call her. Maid, with whom j 

are ye so hasty ? 
Tib. Talk. Not with you, sir, but with a little / -> 
wage-pasty ; 
A deceiver of folks by subtle craft and guile. ^ 

M. Merry. I know where she is : Dobinet hath ; in- 
wrought some wile. 
Tib. Talk. He brought a ring and token, 
which he said was sent 
From our dame's husband, but I wot well I was / y^ 
shent ; 

VOL. IIL G 
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I For it liked her :w well (to tell you no lies) 
As watiT in a ^ s])i|), or sjilt cast iii her eyes : ^ 
Ami vet, wliouco it canit*. ufithiT we nor she can tell. ? 
M. Mkkky. We shall have s|N)rt anon: I like 
this very wi«ll. [Aside. 

And dwidl ye hero with niistrt*ssCu{7tance,fair maidf 
Tib. Talk. Vea, marry. do I, sir: what would 

ye have said \ 
M. Mkkry. A little niessjige unto her, by word ''•^ 
of mouth. 
^ Tin. Talk. No messajjtes, by your leave, nor ^ '" 

V A tokens ftirsooth. 

^t* AL Mkrky. Then help me to speak with her. "^ ^ 

\r Ti«. Talk. With a ;;ood will that. ^ 

«- A Here she eometh I'nrth. Now s|)eak — ye know ^ * 

y Ix'St what. 

a C. CrsTANCK. Nruie Dthor life with you, maid, -^^ 

hut ahroail to skip / 
Tib. Talk. Forsooth, hero is one would speak i- 7 

with your mistres.ship. 
C. CrsTAXcE. Ah, have ye been learning of mo *>• ^ 

nuissages now ? 
Tib. Talk. 1 would not hoar his mind, but bad '*" / 

him show it to vou. 
C. Cl'.sTANCK. In at doors ! 
Tib. Talk. 1 am «;one. \Exiu_ 

M. Meuuy. Dame Custiiuce, G«»d ye save ! ^ "^ 

C. CrsTANCE. We home, IVioud Merrygreek; d 3 

and what thing would ye have ? 
M. Meuky. 1 am conu^ to you a little matter to b y^ 

break. 
C. (X'STAN(.'E. But sec; it bo honest, else better j -^ 

not to speak. 
M. Meuuy. How feel ye yourself affected here . ^ 
of lat^ ? 



' [<Jriginal, her.] 
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C. CusTANCR I feel no manner change, but after 3 / 
the old rate. 
But whereby do ye mean I 

M. Merry. Concerning marriage. 
Doth not love lade you ] ' 
-C. CusTANCE. I feel no such carriage. 
M. Merry. Do ye feel no pangs of dotage ? i/-'t^ 

Answer me right. . 

C. CustanceL I doat so, that I make but one ^ ^ 
sleep all the night. ^ 

But what need all these words ? "^ " . 

M. Merry. O Jesus.? will ye see 
What dissembling creatures these same women be 1 -/ / 

The gentleman ye wot of,, whom ye do so love, T ^ 
That ye would fain marry him, if he durst it move, ^ ^ 
Among other rich widows which are of him glad, : ^ 
Lest ye for losing of him perchance might run r ' 

mad, 
Is now contented that, upon your suit making, * '*^ 
Ye be as one in election of taking. tT 3 , 

C. CusTANCE. What a tale Is this ! That I wot *»" X 
of ! Whom I love I , ^ 

M. Merry. Yea, and he is as loWng a worm ^ ^ 
again as a dove. 
E'en of very pity he is wiHing you to take, "j ^ 
Because ye shall not destroy yourself for his sake. ^ 1 
C. CusTANCE. Marry, God 'ield ^ his maship ! 6 ' « 
whatever he be, 
It is gentmanly spoken. ^ 

M. Merry. Is it not, trow ye 1 ^ 

If ye have the grace now to offer yourself, ye ^ ' 
meed. 
C. CUSTANCE. As much as though I did ; this U '^ " 
time it shall not need. 

1 [Shield.] 



t' 



<\ 



/too 



RALPH KOISTEK DOISTER. 



But wli»at ^oiitloiiian is it, I pray you tell me plain, fc ^ 
Tliat woot'th i>4^ tiut»lv ? 

M. Mkhiiy. TiO, wli«Te ye be again ! 
As thouj^h ye knew him not ! 

r. CrsTANCE. Tush : ye 8i>eak in jest 
M. Mkkiiy. Nay, sure the party is in good ^ P^ 
knacking earnest, 
Ami have you lie will (he saith) and have you he ^ / 
nuist. 
C. CrsTANCE. I am ))romise<l during my life, / ^ 

that is just. 
M. Mkkky. Marr}', so thiuketh he — imto him "7 

alone. 
C. Cr STANCE. No cn»ature hath my faith and 1 
troth Init one, 

Th.at is ( lawin ( Joodlu^k : and i£ it 1)0 not he, "7 3 
He hath no title this way, whatever he be, ^ 

For. 1 know none to whom 1 have such words 7 ^ ' 
spoken. . " ' "^^ 

M. ^rKUiiY. Ye know him not, you, by his letter 1 ^ 
and token 1 ^ 

C. C^TSTAXCE. Indeed tnie it is, that a letter I f\ 
have, 
But 1 never read it yet, as God me save. 

M. Mekry. Ye a woman ] and your letter so 7 ( 

long unread ! 
C. CusTANcE. Ye may thereby know what haste i^ 
I have to wed. 
But now, who is it for my hand ] I know by >r / 
guess. 
M. iMEiiRY. Ah ! well, I say — 
v.. CusTANCE. It is Roister Doister, doubtless. 1^3 
M. Merry. Will ye never leave this dissimula- V y* 
tioni 
Ye know him not ] ^ 

I C. CusTANTE. But by imagination ; o ^ 

[For no man then^ is, but a very dolt and lout, jf 7 






^ 
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Y < 

That to woo a widow would so go about. O' Q 

He shall never have me his wife, while he do live. ^ J^ 

M. Merry. Then will he have you if he may, ^ ^ 
sa mot I thrive ; ^ 

And he biddeth you send him word by me, ' ' \ . 

That ye humbly beseech him ye may liis wife be, * .^^ . ^ c " '• 
Afi?l"tiiat there shall be no let in you nor mistrust, • j^^ ^^t-*--^"^ 
But to be wedded on Sunday next, if-h^Juat ; / y "U^ --x.s^^-f^ 
And biddeth you to look for him. 

C. CusTANCE. Doth he bid so ? 

M. Merry. When he cometh, ask him whether / / 
he did or no ? ^ /. (/ 

C. CusTANCE. Go say, that I bid him keep him 7 ^ 
warm at home, , ^ 

For, if he come abroad, he shall cough me a mome.* ^ ^_ 
My mind was vexed, I *shrew his hejid, sottish / 
dolt 

M Merry. He hath in his head — 

C. CusTANCE. As ijttuch brain as a burbolt.^ 

M. Merry. Well,! dame Custance, if he hear / ^ ^ 
you thus play chAploge.* 

C. CusTANCK Wh^ will he ? ^ 

M. Merry. Play thV devil in the horologe.* l ^^ 

C. Custance. I defy him, lout. 

M. Merry. Shall I tell him what ye say ? i ^ I 

^ A fool or blockhead. See act ▼., scenes 2 and 5. 
'* Congh me a fool " is common in old plays.— (7oop«r. 

* A birdbolt, a short, thick arrow, with a blunt head, 
chiefly made use of to kill rooks. It appears to have been 
looked npon as an emblem of dulness. So in Marstou's 
" What you Will," 1607— 

*' IgooraDce should shoot 
His grosB-knobb'd hird-MV 

' [Chop-logic] 

4 '* The direll is in th' orloge, the lioures to trye : 

Searcbe honres by the »ua, the devjlls dyall will lie." 

— Uejwood's Prooerbi. 
—Cooper. 
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(\ CrsTAXCE. Vea, an<l luld wliatsoever thou 4 7 
canst, I thei' pray, 
And I will avoucli it, wliatsot^vtT it be. 
M. Mkkry. Then let me alone ; Ve will laugh / / ^ 
well, ye shall see : 
It will not ]>e long, ere he will hither resort. , ' ^ 
C CrsTANCE. Let him come when liim kut, I / / 
wi.sh no Iwttvr sport. 
Fare ye well : I will in, and read my great letter : / ^ "-' 
1 «hall t<> my wooer make answer tlie better. / " *^ 

\Extat. 




ACTUS III., SC.ENA X 

Maithew Mkrrycsreek. 

M. Merry. Now that the whole answer in mv ' 
device doth rest, 
1 shall paint out our wooer in colours of the best, ^ 
And all that 1 say shall Ih* on Custance's mouth, 
She is author of all that I shall s|>eak. forsooth. / 
J Ihit yonder <:ometh Uoister Doister now in a trance. ^ 



\ 
1 



? 



/ 



\Knter \i. KolSTEU.] 

\\. Roister. Junt) send me this day gootl luck 
an<l gor>d chan<-e I 
I cannot but come see how Merrygn»ek doth 8])eed. 
M. Merry. 1 M-ill n<it soe liim. but give him a 
jut^ indeed. 
I cry your mastership merry ! 
li. ItoiSTER. And whither now i 
M. Merry. As fast as I muld nm, sir, in i>oBt ' 
against you. 
But why speak ye so faintly, or why are ye so sad t / - — 



' A joBtlo. 
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R. RoiSTEK Thou knowest the proverb — be- I -^ 
cause I cannot bk had. 

- Hast thou spoken with this woman 1 
M. Merry. Yea, that I ha\^. 

R. Roister. And what, wilf this gear be 1 • ^ 
M. Merry. No, so God me save.' 
R Roister. Hast thou a flat answer ? 
M. Merry. Nay, a sharp answer. 
R. Roister. What? 

M. Merry. Ye shall not (she saith), by her will, ^/ 
marry her cat. 
Ye are such a call*, such an ass, such a block, ^ * 
Such a lilbum, such a hobil, such a lobcock-; 
And because ye should come to her at no season, j - 
She despised your maship out of all reason. 
" Beware what ye say (ko I) of such a gentleman !" >* 
"Nay, I fear him not (ko *he), do the best he 

can. ^ ,• 
He vaunteth himself for ^ man of prowess great, 
Whereas a good gander, I dare say, may him 
beat. 
I And where he is louted ^ and laughed to scoru, t> O 
,0'Rfrftie veriest dolt that ever was lx)m : 
i And veriest lubber, sloven and beast, -^ - 
„ Living in this world from the west to the east ; '- 

- Yet of himself hath he such opinion, i y- 
That in all the world is not the like minion. 

He thinketh each woman to be brought in dotage ^ ^ 

Wiih the only sight of his goo<lly personage : 

Yet none that will have him : we do him lout 3> <^ 

and flock. 
And make him among us our common sporting- 
stock ; 
And 80 would 1 now (ko she), save only l)ecause — -f ^ 



^ Mocked or deviBed for a lout. See '* Firat Part of Henry 
VI;," act It., scene 3. — Coo/w. 
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**B<aUT nay (ko I)." '* I lust not incddk with 

ilaws." 
** Ye arc* liai)i>y (ko I) tliiit yt* are a woman : : ^ , ^ 
This woiihl cost' you vour HfV, in case ve were a / " 
man." 
H. HoiSTKK. Yea, an hun<lre(l thousand pouml -f y^ 
should not save her lite. ^ 

M. Mkkry. No, hut tiuit ve w(k> her to have ^ ^ 
her to vour wife : 
Bnt I could not stop her mouth. 
^ R. RoiSTEli. Heigho, ahv.s ! 

M. Mekuy. B«? of good cheer, man, and let tlie T' t 

world i>a!ssj 
R. Roister. What shall 1 <h> (U* sav, now that it 

will not be '\ . ^^ 

4*^1. Merry. Ye .siiidl have choice of a thousand ^ 
. JUS good a.s she ; 
And ye must pardon her ; it is tor lack of wit. 

R. R< USTER. Yt^a. for wen» not 1 an husband for ^ 
her lit \ 
Well, what should I now do < 
M. Merry. I'faith, I caiuiot t«dl. 
R. Roister. Iwillji; o honie, aiul iiicj^ 
M. Merry. TIkmi shaTmud'toll the belli ^ ^ 
R. Roister. No. 

M. Merry. God have mercv on vour soul : all. 
good gentleman, 
That e*er you should thus die for an unkind woman ! ^ / 
AVill ye drink once, ere ye go ? J 

R. Roister. No, no, I will none. o / 

M. Merry. How feels vour soul to God ? 
R. Roister. I am nigh-gone. 



1 A proverbial expression of hcedlcBS jollity. Seo the 
Induction to the ** Taming of the Shrew," where Sljf ex- 
claims : " Pntinm pnffnhnti ; let the world slide ; Sessa ! " — 
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M. Merry. And shall we hence straight 1 ' 

R. ItoiSTER. Yea. 

M. Merry. Placebo dilexi. [at infra ^ 

Master Roister Doister Anil straight go home, and -, 1 

die- e. ^ 

R. RoLSTER. Heigho, alas ! the pangs of death 

my heart do break. 
M. Merry. Hold your peace, for shame, sir ! a ^ 
dead man may not speak 
ye quando. Wliat mourners and what torches shall 7 ^ 
we have 1 
R. Roister. None. 

M. Merry. Diriga. He will go darkling to his 7 ^"^ 
grave : 
Neque lux, neque crux, ntque mourners, neque clink, 
He will steal to heaven, unknowing to Ooil, I think, "7 ^ 
A porta inferi. Who shall ytmr goods possess ? 

R. Roister. Thou shalt be my sector,- and hav«» "7 ^ 

all, more or less. 
M. Merry. Kf(puetn affn-nam. Now, God re- 
ward your mastership, .. 
And I will cry halfpennynlole for your worship, / Y 
Come forth, sirs ; hear the doleful news I shall you 
tell. \Evocat servi^ milites. 
Our good master here will no longer with us dwell, 
But in spite of Custance, which hath him wearied, 
X-i Let us see his maship solemnly buried ; /^ '^ 

And while some piece of his soul is yet him within, 
p^ Some part of his funerals let us here l)egin. 

Audivi voceitL All men take heed by this one gen- if '-> 

tleman, 
How you set your love upon an unkind woman : ^ ^ 
For these women be all such mad, peevish elves, » 
They will not be won, except to i)lejise themselves. 

^ See the Pulmodyat the end of the Comedy. —Cooptrr. 
• Executor. ' 
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But, in faith, Custauce, if ever ye come in hell, o 1 
Master Roister Doister shall serve you as well — J 
And will ye needs go fnnn us thus in very deed 1 7 / . 

R. UoisTER. Yea, in «'(>od sailness. 

M.» Merry. Now Jesus Christ 1x5 your speed. / ^ 
(lood night, Itoger, old knave ! farewell, Roger, old 

knave ! ., ^ 

Good night, Roger, old knave, knave knap ! t ^ 

[tU infra.^ 
Pray for the late master lioister Doisters soul, 
And come forth, paiish clerk ; let the passing-bell / 7 

toll. [Ad servoi milites. 

Pray for your master, sirs ; and for him ring a peal. 
He was vour right good nuvster, while he was in 7 / 
heiU. ' 

R, PtOISTER. Qui hiznrinn, j --o 

Heigho ! 

M. Merry. Dead men go not so fast in Patxt- / ' / 
Jisum. 

R. Roister. Heighu I 

M. Merry. Soft, hear what I have cast. / ^ ''-'^ 

R. Roister. I will hear nothing, I am |>a8t. y * ^ 

M. Merry. Whough, wellaway ! ^ ' "^ . 

Ve may tarry one hour, and hear what I shall say. ^ *' 
Ye were best, sir, for awhile to revive again, / ^ io 
And quite them, ere ye g(». 

R. Roister. Trowest thou so 1 

M. Merry. Yea, plain. • ^ 

R. Roister. How may I revive, being now so /^ •' 

. far i)ast 1 

M. Merry. I will ru]> your temples, and fet you 
again at last. 

R. Roister. It will not l>e jmssible. ^/ '*' 

M. Merry. Yes, for twenty pound. 

R. Roister. Anns ! what dost thou ? . ^. 



* Sec the end of the Comedy. — t'oo/wr. 
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M. Merry. Fet you again out of your sound. ^ 
By this cross, ye were nigh gone indeed ; I might / / ^ 

feel ' 

Your soul departing within an inch of your heel / ' I 
Now follow my counsel — ^ ' ^ 

R. Roister. What is it t 
M. Merrt. If I were you, 
Custance should eft seek to me, ere I would. bow. ' 
R Roister. Well, as thou wilt have me, even 

so will I do. 
M. Merry. Then shall ye revive again for an * ^ ^ 

hour or two. 
R. Roister. As thou wilt : I am content, for a 

little space. ^ 

M Merry. Good hap is not hasty : yet in space / ^ ^ 
cometh grace. 
To speak with Custance yourself should be very 

well; 
What good tliereof may come, nor I nor you can / >- 7 

»«=*«.> fiut now the matter standeth upon your mairiage, 

' Ye must now take unto you a lusty carriage.- ^ ^ / 

Ye may not s peak ydtji niaiiiLlifiart to Custancv'. 
I5ut with a lustyjbrea8t_^_and countenance, 
That she max know ^)^^ ^^i\i to answer to a man. 
R. Roister. Yes, I can do that as well as any 

can. 
M. Merry. Then, because ye must Custanct' 
face to face woo. 
Let us see how to behave yourself ye can do. 
Ye must have a portly brag after your estate. 
R. lioiSTER. Tush, 1 can liandle that after, tlie 

best rate. 
M Merry. Well done ; so, lo ! up, man, witli 
your head and chin ! 




— u. 



* [Swooo.] • [Original, courwje.'] • Voice. 
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Up with that snout, man : so lo ! now ye begin. J t^ ' 
So, that is somewhat like ; but, pranky-coat, nay / y* ' 

when 1 

That is a lusty ])nit.e I hands unto your side, man : 
So, lo I now is it even as it should be ; ' y ■/* 

That is somewhat like for a man of your degree. 
Then must ye stately go, jetting up and down.* /•<*«> 
Tut ! can ye no l)ett+*r shake the t«il of your gown ? y 
There, lo ! such a lusty brag it is ye nmst make, f '^ ^ 
R. Roister. To come Ix^hind, and make curts'y»' 

thou must some pains take. 
M. Merry. Else were 1 much to blame. I ' '-^ 

thank your mastership ; 
The Lord r>ne day all-to begrime you with worship. 
^ Back, Sir Sauce ! let gentlefolks have elbow-room. / ^ 

'Void, sirs, see ve not Miister Roister Doistercome 1 



■ ^ Make place, my masters- 

^ ^ R. Roister. Thou jostlest now twi nigh. 

f-< AL Merry. Back, all rude louts. 

' R. Roister. Tush. 

M. Merry. T cry your maship mercy.- ^ 

Hoiday ! if fair fine Mistress Custance saw you now, ^ ( 
Ralph Roister Doist<jr weiv her own, I warrant you. 
.R. Roister. Ne'er a master by your girdle f / b / 
M. Merry. Your goo<l Mastership's / B '2' — 

Mastership were her own tnistresship's mistres- 

ship's. . 

Ye were take u]) for hawks ; ye were gone, ye were ^ '» r 

gone : 
But now one other thing more yet I think upcm. 
R. Roister. Show what it is. / «o i 

\/^ M. Merry. A wooer, be he riever so pr>or, / *• / 
Must play and sing before his l>est-beloved*8 door. 



* Walking with an air or Kwlng.* 

^ Formerly applied to any kind of obeisance, either of 
man or woman. — Cooixr. 
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tio«^ wndx more then you 7 

R Roister. Thou si^eakest well, out of «loubt. / "7 J 
And perchance that would make her the sooner 

come out.^ t - f^ 

Go call my musicians ; bid them hie aj)ace. 

IL Merry. I will be here with them, ere ye can 
say irty ace, \Extat. 

E. Roister. This was well said of Merrygreek, , "7 V" 
I low his wit, 
Before my sweetheart's <loor we will have a fit, 
That, if my love come forth, I may with her talk \ > I /^ 
Idoubt not but this gear shall on my side walk. ^ 

But lo ! how well Merrygreek is returned since. I ? /^ 
M. Merry.^ There hath grown no grass on my 
heel, since I went hence : 
Lo 1 here have I brought that shall make you i j ^^ 

pastance. n , 

R. Roister. Come, sins, let us sing, to win my ^ 

dear love Custance. [Cmittnt.'^ " ""^"v. » ♦ 

M. Merry. Lo, where she cometh ! some coun- ' ♦ 

tenance to her make ; Q^^- ^ ' " ' 

And ye shall hear me be plain with her for your 
sake. 



ACTUS IIL, SC^NA 4. -f- 

Custance, Merrygreek, Roister Doister. 



C. Custance. What gauding and fooling is this 

afore my door ] 
M. Merry. May not folks be honest, pray you, 

though they be poor ? • 



^ [Original gives this line to Merrygreek.] 

' The re-entry is not marked in the old copy.— Coo/n-r. 

' See the foorih song at the end of the Comedy.— Cwtper. 
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C. CusTANCK. As that tiling may be true, so rich * 

folks may be fools. 
K. Roister. Her talk is as fine a? she had leame<l 

in eehoolH. 
M. Merry. Look partly towaixl her, and draw ^ ' 

a little near. [Aside. 

C. CusTAN'CE. Get ye home, idle folks. 
M. Merry. Why may not we In? here t f 

Nay, and ye will hazi% haze ; ^ otlierwise, I tell you 

plain, 
And ye will not haze, then give us our gear again. 
C. CusTANCE. Indeed, I have of yours much ' ^ 

gay things, God save all. 
R. Roister. Si)eak gently unto her, and let her 
take all. [Aside, . 

M. Merry. Ye are too tender-hearted. Shall ' 
she make us daws ? [Asid^, 

Nay, dame, I will be plain with you in my mend's 
cause. ~ 
R. Roister. Let all tliis pass, sweetheart, and ' /^ 
accept my sen- ice. 
x/ C. Custaxce. I will not be served with a fool 
in no wise. 
When I choose an husband; I hope to tuke a man. / fi 
M. Merry. And where will ye find one which 
can do that he can 1 , 

Now this man toward you being so land, / 
Why not make him an answer somewhat to his 
mind ? 
C. Custance. I sent him a full answer by you, " *^ 

did I not] 
M. Merry. And I report^jd it. 
C. Custance. Nay, I niust speak it again. 
R. Roister. No, no, he told it all. 
M. Merry. Was I not meetly plain? 



3 i.e., If you will have us, have ua. — Vooptr, 
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R. Roister. Yes. 

M. Merry. But I would hot tell all ; for, faith, 2-^ 
if I had, 
With you, dame Custance, ere this hour it liad 

been bad ; 
And not without cause : for this goodly personage - 
Meant no less than to join with you in marriage. 

C. Custance. Let him waste no more labour nor '^ 3 

suit about me. 
M. Merry. Ye know not where your preferment 
lieth, I see ; 
He sendeth you such a token, ring and letter. ^ '' ^ 
C. Custance. Marry, here it is ; ye never saw w 

better. 
M. Merry. Let us see your letter. " ' 

C. Custance. Hold ! read.it if ye can : 
And see what letter it is to win a woman. *7^'*- *--^ -^-a 

M. Merry. [r<?a</«.] /^ux,-^-'^ ^^ 

To mine oitm cUc^r conepy bircl, sivtethearty awi pu/iut/f J 1 L *■ 

Good Mistress Custance ^ present these by and by. x^* -^^ ■ ^ r 

Of this superscription do ye blame the style ^ / 

C. Custance. With the rest, as good stuff" as ye ^ 

read a great while. (.v^rvAi^** ' 

M. Merry, [reads :] • " ^ ■ 

" Sweet Mistress, where as I love you, nothing at all, A ' 

Regarding your substance and riches chief of all ; 

For your personage, beauty, demeanour and wit, -/ ^ 

I commend me unto you never a whit ^ 

Sorry to hear report of your good welfare, ^ ^ 

For, (as I hear say) such your conditions are, 

That ye be worthy favour of no living man ; <- / 

To be abhorred of every honest man. 

Te-be-fedren for a woman inclined to vice ; ' / * 

Nothipg at all to yirtne giving her due price. 

Wherefore concerning marriage ye are thought j / 
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Sik'li a tine {mrH^oii Af« lU'Vr lutiiest nuui bought. 

Ami now hy tlie>f jirc'stMit.s 1 dn you advertise, ^ J, 

That 1 am niin«hMl t«» uiarrv vou in no wise. 

F«»r yilur jjroiMls anil substanot*. I louhl ]>e content ^ ^ 

To tak»* vou as ve are. If ve mind to ])e mv wife. _ ^ 

Ye sliali l.H* a.s^ureiL fi>r the time «)f mv life, 

I will kei'p ye ri^ht well from ir* m mI raiment and fare : o / 

Ve s-hall n«»t lx» kept Imt in .>nrn.»w and care. 

Ye .shall in no wis^ live at ynur i>wn liberty ; i O 

r)o and say what yi* lu>t. ye shall never please me ; 

Hut when ve are nuMTV. I will Ih? all Siid ; fe --^ 

\Vhen ve are sorrv, I will W verv ulad. 

\Vhen ye .seek your In -ait's ease, I will be unkind ; « y- 

At no time in mv shall ye much gentleness find ; 

Hut all things contrary to your will and mind '^ ^ 

Shall be done : othenvist? I will not be l)ehiud 

Tt) speak. And as for all them tliat would do you o /^ 

wrong, 
I will .s«> hell) and maintain, ye shall not live long. 
Nor any foolish dolt ?>hall cunilxT you, but I ; -^ /s 
I. wluM' er sav nav. will stick bv vou, till I die. 
Thus, good Mistress Custance, the Lord you save J ''j^ 

and keep 
From me, lioister Doister, whether I wake or sleep, 
Who favoureth you no les?s (ye may l>e l)old) 7 ^ 

Than this letter puq)orteth, which ye have uufoli"^ 

C. CusTANOK. How, bv this letter of love? is it ? lo 

not fine ? 
K. KoTSTER. By the. Anns of Calais, it is none 

of mine> 
M. Merry. Fie ! you are foul to blame ; this is 1 jT 

vonr own hand. 



^ ThiA iH the passage quoU'd by T. Wilson in his *'Rale of 
UcaHOii, conieiiiyng tlie arte of Logique," printed by Onfton 
ill Ifi.*)!. — CtHijirr. 
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C. CUSTANCE. Might not a woman be proud of 

such an husband) 
M. Merry. Ah, that ye would in a letter show ^^ 

such despite ! 
R. Roister. 0, I would I had liim here, tlie 

which did it indite ! 
M. Merrt. Why, ye made it yourself, ye told }f ^ 

me, by this light ! 
R. Roister. Yea, I meant I ivrote it mine own 

self yesternight. 
C. CusTANCE. I-wi8,''Sir, I would not have sent < y- 

you such a mock. / . 
R Roister. Ye may so take.lt ; but I meant it 

not so, by Cock. 
M. Merrt. AVho can blame this woman to fume, /iT' w 

and fret, and rage ? _ / 

it^ tut, yourself now have marred yo\ir own mar-/ 

riage. - \Asidt. . 

Well yet, Mistress Custance, if ye can this remit ; tf ^ 
This gentleman otherwise may your love requite. 

C. Custance. No, Grod be with you both, and */ ^ 

seek no more to me. ^ / ^ \Exit, 

R Roister. Wough ! she is gone for ever, I 

shall her no more see. s ^\.^ ^ .. .^ 

M. Merrt. What, weep % Fie for shame ! And / ^ \^ i 

blubber 1 For manhood's sake ! I 7» " ' ^ '-^ 

Never let your foe so much pleasure of you take. \ il. . J . --j 

Rather play the man's part, and do love refrain : -/ U ^ '* 

If she despise you, e'en despise ye her again. 
R. Roister. By Goss ^ and for thy sake, t defy u \^ 

her indeed ! 
M. Merrt. Yea, and perchance that way ye 

shall much sooner speed ; J 

For one mad property these women have, in fay,^ H i 

> [Jesna.] 

• In faith : from the French, /oy.-:-Coo;)er. 

VOL. III. H 
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When ye will, they will not : will not ye ! then 

will they. 
Ah, foolish woman ! ah, most unlucky Custance ! ^ "•-^ 
Ah, untort-iiiiate woman rali^ peevish Custance, 
Art thou to thine harms so obstinat^ily lient, i c "^^^ 
That th(^u canst not see where lieth thine high 

pi*eferment \ 
I Canst thou not lub (lis man, which could lub dee so f ^^ 

well ? 
Art thou so much thine own foe 1 
R. Roister, Thou dost the trutli t«^ll. ' J lo 
M. Merry. Well, I lament 
R Roister. So do I. . 
M. Merry. Wherefore ? 

R. Roister. For this thing, > * ^ 

Because she is gone. 

M. Merry. I mouni for anotlier thing. ' ' '^^ 

It, Roister. What is it, Menygreek, wherefore / / ^ 

thou dost grief take ? 
M. Merry. That 1 am not a woman myself, for 
/ your sake. 

/ I would have you myself, and a straw for yond / ^ V^- 

And mock much of you, though it were against 

my will. 
I would not, I wan'ant you, fall in such a rage, ^ ' )P 
iVs so to refuse such a goodly i^ersonage. 

R. Roister. In faitli, 1 heartily thank thee, ( / / 
^ Menygreek. 
[ M. Merry. And I were a woman 

R. Roister. Thou wouldest to me «7oa- y 

M. Merry. For, though I say it, a goodly per- -/ ^' 

son ye Ije. 
R. Roister. No, no. 

M. Merry. Yes, a goodly man, as e*er I did see. / ^^ 
R. Roister. No, I am a poor homely nian, as 
God ma<le me. 
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M. Merry. By the faitli that I owe to God, sir, i ^ ^ >i ijj[/Jt 
but ye be. 't ^'^^ 

Would I might, for your sake, spend a thousand 
pound land. 
R. Roister. I daresay thou wouldest have me y ^ 7 

to thy husband. / 

M. Merry. Yea, and I were the fairest lady in / -^ a 
the shire, 
» And knew you as I know you, and see you now 
here — 
Well, I say no more — • 

R Roister. Gramercies, with all my heart. / ^ ' 
• M. Merry. But, since that cannot be, will ye 
play a'wise part ] 
R. Roister. How should I ? 

M. Merry. Refrain from Custance a while now, ' V 
And I warrant her soon right glad to seek to you. 
Ye shall see her anon come on her knees creeping, / J >• 
. And pray you to be good to her^ salt tears weeping. > 

R. Roister. But what, and she come not ^ *5 ^ ^ . ^. 

M. Merry. In faith,, then, farewell she. ^ '^ ^ 

Or else, if ye be wroth, ye may avenged be. / y- J k^'"'*'^i/ 

. R. Roister. By Cock's precious i>otstick. -«nd ,^ z^'"'" '^' ,j 

e'en so I shall : % /-^^ ""-r ^ 

I will utterly destroy her, and house and all. ' ^ ^^^ *' 

But I would be avenged in the mean space, ^ 

l^^^^'tln thatvilftfU*ribblftr, t.hiit.rliil my wnf^^'pir/ljafrri^/^o ^ "T^ ^ 

M. Merry. Scribbler, ko you? Indeed, he is 
worthy no less. 
I wQl call him to you, and ye bid me, doubtless. ^V" (^ 

R Roister. Yes, for although he had as many 
% lives ^ 

Ab a thousand widows and a thousand wives, ^ ^ o 
As a thousand lions and a thousand rats, ^ '^ / 

A thousand wolves and a thousand cats, . 

A thousand bulls and a thousand calves, / ^ ' 

And a thousand legions divided in halves. 



IIG 
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(• I 



^' -f 



I .y -r^ 



•>■ - ^ 



I Hi} Khali lU'ver 'scai>o death un my sword's point, ^ ^ ^ 
Though I should lx» toni thentfore joint by joint. 

M. M?:URY. Nav, if ve will kill liim, I will not y S'b 
fet him, 
I will not in so much extremity set him. _ ,^ 

He may yet amend, sir, and be an honest man ; ^ ^ I 
Tlieretbre panlon him, good soul^as much as ye 
\ <^An. 

R. KoiSTER. Well, for thy sake, this once with J ^ i 
his lift; he Hhall pass ; 
15ut I will hew him all to pieces, by the mass — 

M. Mp:khy. Nay, faith, ye sliall promise that he / ^ / 
sliall no liarin have. 
Else I will not fet him. 

K. KoiSTKR. 1 shall, so Ood me save ! > fe -^ 
But I may chide him a good.^ -^ 

M. Merry. Yea, tliat do hardily. ' ^ 

R. Roister. Go then. 

M. Merry. I return, and bring him to you by 
and by.2 [£x. 




ACTUS III., SCiENA V. 

Roister Doister, Matthew Merrygrrek. 

R. Roister. What is a gentleman, but his word / 
and his promise ? 
I must now save tliis Adllain's life in any wise ; 2^ 
And yet at him already my hands do tickle, ^' 



* In funioet— lieartily. So in Marlow's "Rich J«w qi 
Malta," 1«38, act ii., gc. 8 [Bipn. E 2, rcrto]— 

** 1 hare laughM a good to see the cripples 
Ooe limiiiDK home to UhrintenUome on stliu.*'— Cooper. 

' ThiH cxpretwion, though now generally umsd to denote 
Bomc little lapse of time, formerly aignified immediaUiy,* It 
JH 80 U8e<l etill in the North of England. — Cooper. 
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I shall unneth ^ hold them, they will be so fickle. ^ 
But lo, and Merrygreek have not brought him sens ! ^ ^ ^ 
M. Merry. Nay, I would I had of my purse <• 

paid fortypence. 
Scrivener. So would I too ; but it needed not ] 

that stound.* 
M. Merry. But the gentman had rather spent / 
five thousand pound ; 
For it disgraced him at least five times as much. i 

[EnUr Scrivener at one side.] 

Scrivener. He disgraced himself, his loutish- ^ ^ 

ness is sucL 
R. Roister. How long they stand prating. (To ^ ^ 

Merry.) Why com'st thou not away? ^ 

M. Merry (to Sa-iv.) Come now to himself, and / 

hark what he will say. 
Scrivener. I am not afraid in his presence to < y- 

appear. 
R Roister. Art thou come, fellow 1 
Scrivener. How tliink you ? Am I not here ] ' i* 
R Roister. What hindrance hast thou done 

me, and what villainy ! y 

Scrivener. It hath come of thyself, if thou hast ' 

had any. . 

R Roister. All the«tock thou coraest of, later 

or rather,* \ 

From thy first father's gnindfather's father's father, *' 
Nor ,all that shall come oMhee, to the world's end, 

> With difficqlty — acarcely. See " Second Part of Henry 
ih» Sixth/* act ii., sc 4. — Cooper. 

' [Since.] The re-entrance of Merrygreek is not marked 
ih the old copy. — Cooper. 

» rTime.] . 

* Earlier. J2mA, for early, occurs in Chaucer and in 
^ilto|i. — Co9per. 
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Tliough U) three score gener^iti^iis they descend, i^ ^^ 
Can be able to make a just recompense >* -^ 
For this tn\«ipas.s of tj>kSe and this one offence. 
.Scrivener. Wbmnnl 
K. Roister. Did not you make me a letter, X J* 

brother 1 • 
Scrivener. IVy the like hire, 1 Avill make you 
^ " such an other. . ^ r/ 

R. Roister. NiCy, see, and these whoreson Phari- U^ • 
sees and Scril)es 
Do not get their living by polling* and bril)es. 
If it were not for shame 



M. Merry. Nav, hoUl thy liands still.* 

Why, ilid ye not promise that ye would not hiiu 3 ^-' 
spiin^ ^ .^ 

Scrivener. Lt't him not spare me. ^ - 

R. Roister. A\*hy, wilt tliou strike me again 1 -^ S^ 
Scrivener. Ye shall have as good as ye bring 

of me, that is ])lain. 
M. Merry. I cannot blame him, sir, though your -^ ^ 

bh»ws would liim grieve ; 
For he knoweth j)resi*nt death to ensue of all ye give. *3 7 
R. Roister. AVfll, this man for once hath pur- 3 ^ 

chased thy panlon. 
Scrivener. And what sav ve io me ? or else I 

will be gone. 
R. Roister. I ^ay, the letter thou madest me 7^ J 

was not good. 
Scrivener. Thm did ye wrong copy it, of like- 

liliood. 



* PlumlcrinR — 

" Which polt$ and pillii tin* poor in piUt>u> wi»«/* 
— Oiw/irr. —Fafrii Quttne^ Book v.. oanto H. 

- [Ill the old copy this half-line U wrongly given to the 
Stfrivencr.] 

' Doatroy. See " Kiii;r Lear." uot iii., scene 2. — Coo^ter. 
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f 

R. Roister. Yes, out of thy copy, word for l/- 7^ 

word, I it wrote. 
Scrivener. Then was it as you prayed to have 
it, I wot : 
But in reading and pointing there was made some </ v 
fault 
K. Roister. I wot not ; but it made all my 

matter to halt. ^ 

Scrivener. How say you, is this mine original, / v^ 

or no ] 
R Roister. The self same that I wrote out of, 
— _ so mot I go. y 

Scrivener. Look you on your own fist, and I ^ Jr 
will look on this. 
And let this man be judge, whether I read amiss. 

To mine own dear coney, bird, stveetlieart, and jngsny^ 
Good Mistress Cnstance, present these by and by. 



') 



How now ? doth BOt this superscription agree 1 
R. Roister. Read that is within, and there ye 

shall the fault see. 
Scrivener. 

" Sweet Mistress, whereas I love you ; . nothing at ^ 

aU 
Regarding your riches and substance ; cliief of all 
For your personage, beauty, demeanour and wit, y 

I commend me unto you ; never a whit 
Sony to hear report of your good' welfare ; -* ^ 

For (as I hear say) such your conditions are, 
That ye be worthy favour ; of no Uving man -'^ 

To be abhorred ; of every honest man 
To be taken for a woman inclined to vice - -v 

Nothing at all ; to virtue giving her due price. 
Wherefore, concerning marriage, ye are thought «* -^ 
Such a fine paragon as ne'er honest man bought. 
And now, by these presents, I do you advertise ^ /- 



120 RALPH ROISTER DOISTER. 

That I am minded to marry you ; in no wise & ^ 
For your gooils and sul^tance ; I can be content u ^ 
To take you as ye are. j If ye will be my wife, ^ 7 
¥e sball l>e assured for the time of my life 
I will keep ye 'right well : 'from good raknent and. b "j 

faro 
Ye shall not be kept : but in sorrow and care 
Ye shall in no wise live ; at your own liberty ' 
Do and say what ye l^st ; ye shall never please me, 
But when ye are merry ; I will be all sad, T '•^ 

When ye are sorry ; I will be very glad, 
When ye seek your heart's ease ; I will be unkind 7 ^ 
At no time ; in me shall ye much gentleness find. 
But all things contrary to your will and mind 7 i» 
Shall be done otherwise. * I will not be behind 
To speak ; and as for all they that would do you 7 « 

\iTong 
(I will so help and maintain ye) shall not live long,^ 
Nor any foolish dolt shall cumber you ; but I — VO 
I, whoe'er say nay, will stick by you till I die. 
Thus, good Mistress Custance, the Lord you save \f ^ 

and keep ! 
From me, Roister Doister, whether I wake or sleep. 
Who favoureth you no less (ye may be bold) if ^ 

Than this letter purporteth, which ye have unfold." 

Now, sir, what default can ye find in this letter ? o U 
K. Roister. Of truth, in my mind, there can- 
not l)e a better. ^y 
Scrivener. Then was the fault in reading, and T o 
not in writing, 
• No, nor, I dare say, in t}ie form of inditing. 
But who read this letter, ^hat it sounded so nought! ^ d 
M. Merry. I read it indeed. - 
Scrivener, Ye read it not as ye ought / 
R. Roister. Why, thou wretched viludn, was all 
this same fault in thee 1 
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iM. Merry. I knock your eostard,^ if ye offer to (j u, 
strike me. ^ ' 

R Roister. Stpkest thou indeed, and I offer 

but in jest ? 
M. Merry. Yea, and rap ye again, except ye . ^ 
can sit in rest 
And I will no longer tarry here, me believe. 

R Soister. What, wilt thou be angry, and I -f S^ 
do thee forgive ? 
Fare thou well, scribbler ; I cry thee mercy indeed. 

Scrivener. Fare ye well, bibbler, and worthily f (^'^^ 

may ye speed. "^ 
R Roister. If 'it were another than thou, it 

were a knave. 
M Merry. Ye are another yourself, sir, the / ; - - 
Lord us both save ; 
Albeit in this matter I must your pardon crave. 
-^ Alas ! would ye wish in me the wit that ye liave ? f o <^ 
' But, as for my fault, I can quickly amend : f 

— I will show Custance it was I that did offend. f ^ ^ ^ 
R Roister. By so doing her anger may be 

reformed. 
M. Merry. But if by no entreaty she will he jo 
turned. 
Then set light by her, and be as testy as she, 
And do your force upon her With extremity. / ' ^ 
R Roister. Come on therefore ; let us go home 

iQ sadnessL 
M. Merry. That if force shall need, all may be / ^ *^^ 
in readiness.^ 
— - And as for this letter, hardily let all go ; 

We will know, whe'er she refuse you for that or no. ' ' t 
'^ [Exeant amb. 

1 Head. 

* [It seems a qnesiion, whether this line does not belong 
to Ralph Roister.] 
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ACTUS IV., SCiENA 1. 
Sim. ^SuKESBY. 

^ ^F^ Sim. Sure. Is there any man but I, Sim. / 

Sureshy, alone, 
That would have taken such an enterprise him 

upon ; 
In such an outrageous tempest as this was, 
Such a dangerous gulf of the sea to pass ? ^ 

I tliink verily Neptune's^nighty godship 
Was angry with some that* was in our siiip, fc 

And hut for the honesty which in me he found, 
I think for the other's sake we liad been drown'd. S^ 
But fie on that servant which, for his master's 

wealth,^ 
Will stick for to hazard botli hii^life and his healtL ^^ 
\ My master Gawin Goo<lluck after me a day, 
/ Because of the weather, thought best his ship to / ? ^ 

stay ; 
And now that I have the rough surges so well passed, 
God grant I may find all things safe here at last / 4^ 
Then will I think all my travail well-spent. 
Now, the first pfoint whereof my master hath me /b 

sent, 
Is to salute dame Christian Custance, his wife 
Espoused, whom he tendreth no less than his life. ' Y 
I must see how it is with her, well or wrong, 
And whether for him she doth not now think long. ^^ 
Then to other friends I have a message or tway ; 
And then so to return and meet him on the way, 2. ■>• 
Now will I go knock, that I may dispatch with 

speed; 
But lo ! forth cometh herself happily indeed. 

^ Welfare. UdaU uses the word in this sense in his 
letter to the Cornish men. — Cooper, 
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ACTUS IV., SCiENA 2. 

Christian Custance, Sim. Suresby. 

C. Custance. I come to see if any more stirring / 
be here. 
But what stranger is this, which doth to me a|»- l^ 
pear? 
Sim. Suresby. I will speak to her. Dame, the 3 

Lord you save and see ! 
C. Custance. What, friend Sim. Suresby. For- ^ 
sooth, right welcome ye be. 
How doth mine own Gawin Goodluck, I pray thee 1>^ 

tein 

Sim. Sure. When he knoweth of your health, ^ 

he will be perfect well.' 
C. Custance. If he have peifect health, I am 7 

as I would be. 
Sim. Sure. Such news will please liim well. 

This is as it ^should be. 
C. Custance. I think now long for liinL 
Sim. Sure. Ancl he as long for you. 
0. Custance. When will he be at home \ 
Sim. Sure. His heart is here e'en now ; 
His body cometh^afber. 
C. Custance. I would see- that fain. ■ j 

SiBL Sure. As fast as wind and sail can carry it ' ^' 

armain. 
But what two men are yond coming hitherwards ? 
C. Custance. Now I shrew their best Christ- / < 

mas cheeks both togetherwsinl. 



/ 
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ACTUS IV., Sa^NA 3. 

Christian Custance, Sim. Suresbt, Ralph 
Roister, Matthew Merrygreek, Truepenny. 

/ ■ *^ C. CusTANCE. What mean these lewd fellows / 
\ jT thus to trouble me still 1 

/^" Sim. Suresby here, |)erchancey shall thereof deem V'" 

>f some ill, 

''^ And shall siisi)ect in me some point .of naughtiness, 3 

And they come hitherwarti. [Aside. ^ 

Sim. Sure. "W iiat'is their business ? iT 

C. Custance. II have nought to them, nor they ^ 

to me, iti sadness.^ . 
Sim. Sure. Let iiar hearken them ; somewhat 

there is, I fear it. 
R Roister. I will speak out aloud best, that ^ 
she may hear it. ; 

M. Merry. Nay, alas ! ye may so fear her out 

of her M'it. 
R Roister, By the *cross of my sword, I will / J 

hurt her no whit. 
M. Merry. Will ye do no harm indeed 1 Shall 

I tnist your-word? 
R. RiiSTER. By Roister Doister's faith, I will '^ 

speak but in bonl.^ 
Sim. Sure. Let us hearken them : somewhat 
' there is, I fear it ' , 

R Roister. I will speak out aloud, I care not ' r 
who hear it. — 
Sirs, see that Qiy harness, my target and my shield 
Be made as bright now, as when I was last in field : / e 
A<» white, as I should to war again to-morrow ; 

^ In seriousness. ' In jest. 
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For sick shall I be, but I work some folk sorrow, f ^ 
Therefore see that all shine as bright as Saint 

George, 
Or as doth a key, newly come from the smith's '- J 

forge. 
I would have my sword and harness to shine so 

bright, . , ' 

That I might therewith dimn^ine enemies* sight : '^ -^ 
I would have it cast beams as fast, I tell you plain. 
As doth the glittering grass after a shower of irain. • ^*^ y- 
And see that, in case I should jieed to "come to 

arming. 
All things maybe ready at a minute's warning. 2^ w 
For such chance may chance in an hour : do ye 
heart 
M. Merrt. As perchance shall not dhance again ^ o 

in seven year. 
R. RoiSTEK Now, draw ye near to her, and 

hear what shall be said. 
M. Merrt. But I would not have you make t- ^ 
her too much afraid. 
y\ R. Roister. Well found, sWeet wife, (I trust) 
.\\ for all this your sour look. ' 

C. Custance. Wife ! Why call ye me wife 1 ^ -*— 
Sue. Sure {ande). Wife \' This gear goeth a- 

M. Merry. Nay, Jif istress Custance, I warrant ^ ' -/• 
you our letter 
Is not as we read e'en now, but much better ; 
And where ye half stomached^ -this gentleman afore ^ i. 
For this same letter, ye will love him now therefore ; 
Nor it is not this letter, though ye were a queen, -- / 
That should break marriage between you twain,- 1 

ween. \ 

\ 

' Disliked or resented. See ** Auton}' and Cleopatra," act ^ 
iiL, seene 4. — Cooper. 
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C. CusTANCK. I ( lul not refuse him for tlie le t- ^y-) 

ter*8 sake. 
R. Roister. Then ye are content me for your 

husband to take. 
C. CusTANCE. You for iny husband to take ! -f V 
Notliing bss tnily 1 

R, Roister, Yea, s ay so, sweet spoi '«^| f%^ 

s kyHgfTg hardily . 
M. Merry. And^hough I have here his letter of *-f + 
love with me, 
Yet his rings and tokens he sent keep safe with ye. 
C. Custance. a mischief take his tokens, and "'"^ 
him, and thee t4>o ! 
But what prate I \i'ith fools t Have I nought else 

to do ? 
Come in with me, Sim. Suresby, to take some re-, -f 5 
•- past. 

Sim. Sure. I must, ere I drink^ by your leave, 
go in all haste ^^ 

To a place or two with e^iniest letters of his. ^ 
C. Custance. Then come drink here with me. 
Sim. Sure. I thank you. 

C. Custance. Do not miss. _ , 

You shall have a token to your master with you. ^ T . 
Sbl Sure. No tokens this time, gramerciea 

God be with you. [Exeat, ^ 

C. Custance. Surely^ this fellow misdeemeth . ^ p 
some ill in me ; 
Wiich thing, bul God help, will go near to spill 

me. ^ 

R. Roister. Yea, farewell, fellow, and tell thy ^ If 
master Goo<lluck, 
That ho cometh too late of this blossom to pluck. 
Let him keep him there still, or at least- wise make (o ^ 

no hiiste ; 
As for his labour hither he shall si)end in waste. 
His l)etter8 In? in place now. 



1 



RALPH ROISTER DOISTER. 127 

M. Merry. Ao long aa it w ill hold . ^ ^ 

C. CUSTANCE (aside). T will ];>ft Aveft wit^ fehf^ , 

J JMW beaat; jgOT mayst be bold ^ "2 

R Roister. Will ye have us then 1 b i' 
C. Custance. I will never have thee. 
R Roister. Then will I have you. (a "^ 
C. Custance. No, the devil shall have thee. 
I have gotten this hour more shame and harm by o 7 

thee, 
Than all thy life-days thou canst do me honesty. 

M. Merry. Why, now may ye see what it com'tli 1 f 
to in the end, 
To make a deadly foe of your most loving friend : 
And i-wis this letter, if ye would heat it now — "? -^ 
C. Custance. I will 6ear none of it- 
M. Merry. In faith, ['tjwould ravish you. 7 ^ 
C. Custance. He hath stained my name, for 

ever, this is clear. 
R Roister. I can nuike all as wdl in an hour. ^ I 
M. Merry. Ae-teirycar. 
How sa y - ye, will ye have him ? 
-^ C. Custance. No. 
- M. Merry. Will ye take liim — 
■^ C. Custance. I defy him. < ' ^^ 
M. Merry. At my word 1 
C. Custance. A shame take him I - 

Waste no more wind, for it will never be. !5 '-^ 

M. Merry, This one fault with twain shall he ^ >o 
mended, ye shall see. 
Grentle Mistress Custance , now, good Mistress 

Custance, 
Honey Mistress Custance now, sweet Mistress ^ ^ 

Custance, 
Golden Mistress Custance now, white Mistress 

Custance, - 

Silken Mistress Custance now, fair Mistress Cus-. y ^ 
tance. 
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C. CusTANCE. Faith, rather than to many with 9 I 
such a doltish lout, 
I would match myself with a beggar, out of doubt 
M. Merry. Then I can say no more ; kr-speed ^ 3 
we are not like, 
Except ye rap out a rag of your rhetoric. ^ 

C. CcsTAXCE. Speak not' of winning me ; for it ^ ^ 

shall never be so. 
R Roister. Yes, dame, I will have you, whether 
ye will or no. 
I command you to love me ! wherefore should ye 7 / 

not? 
Is not my love to you chafing and burning hott 
AL Merry. To her ! that is well said. ^ ^ 

R. Roister. Shall I so break my brain,^ ( " 
To doat u{>on you, and ye (not love us again 1 

M. Merry. Well said ykt /■» v^ 

- C. CusTANCE. Go to, thou goose. 

R Roister. I say, Kit Custance, ^ 

In case ye will not haze, well ; better yes, per- /O ^ 
chance. . 

C. Custance. Avaunt, losel ! * pick thee hence ! / ^ fc 
M. Merry. Well, sir, ye perceive, . 

For all your kind offer, she will not you receive. / ^ V 
R Roister. Then a straw for her, and a straw ^ 
for her again : j 

She shall not be my wife, would she never so hin ; ' ' 
Nd, and though she would be at ten thousand 
pound cost. 
M. Merry. L6, dame, ycmay see what an hua- // ^u 
band ye have lost ' 

1 So in *' The Maid's MeUmorphoais," 1600 : ** In vain, 
I fear, / beat my hraim about" These expreasioiui have the 
same signification as the *' Cudgd thy braim no more mbotU 
it,'* of the Fir$t Oravedigger in " Hamlet"— CocjBer. 

*A piUfol, worthless fdlow. See ''Winter's Tale," 
act ii., sc. 3. — Cooper, 
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C. CUSTANCE. Yea, no force ; * a jewel much It 3 

better lost than found. 
M. Merry. Ah, ye will not believe how this 
doth my heart wound. 
How should a marriage between you be toward, / / S^ q 

If both parties draw back, and become so froward ? -^ -• <t^ 

R Roister. Nay, dame, I will fire thee out of/ / y 
thy house, [though I clie ; 2] ^ 

And destroy thee and all thine, and that by and by. 
M. Merry. Nay, for the passion of Go<l, sir, (lo ) / y 

not so. 
R Roister. Yes, except she will say yea to that 

she said no. 
C. Custance. And what, be there no officers, / %• / 
trow we, in town, 
To check idle loiterers, bragging up and down 1 
Where be they by whom vagabonds should be ; ^ 3 

represt, 
That poor silly widows might live in peace and rest 1 ^ 
Shall I never rid thee out of my company ? y -Z :> 
I will call for help. ^V^lat, ho ! come forth, Tnie- 

penny ! -j 

Trxtepenny.3 Anon. \Miat is your will. Mis- ' ^ I 

tress ? Did ye call me ? 
C. Custance. Y'ea : go, run apace, and, as fast 
as may be, ,y^ a 

Pray Tristram Trusty, my most assured friend, v^ \ 
To be here by and by, tliat he may me defentl . 

Truepenny. That message so quickly shall be / -^ ' 
done, by GUkI's grace. 
That at my return ye shall say, I went apace. 

[Exeat, 



^ No matter. 

* These wordi, not in the old copy, are necessary for the 
rhTme. — Cooper, 

* His entrance it not marked in the original. — Cooper. 
VOL. in. I 
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C. CusTANCE. Then shall we see, I trow, whether /3 ^ 

ye shall do me harm. 
E. Roister. Yes, in faith. Kit, I shall thee and 
thine so charm, ^ 

That all women incarnate by thee may beware. I 3 ^ 
C. CusTAXCE. Nay, as for charming me, come 
hither if thou dare. ^ 

I shall clout thee, till thou stink,' bqtli t^ee and thy 1 3 

train. 
And coil ^ thee mine own hands, and send thee 

home again. ^ 

R Roister. Yea, say'st thoil me that, damet ' ^ 
Dost thou me threaten 1 - 
Go we, I will see whether I shall be beaten. ' ^ * 
M. Merry. Nay, for the paishe ^ of God, let me 
now treat peace ; 
For bloodshed will there be, in case this strife in-/y^ 3 

crease. 
Ah, good dame Custance, take better way with jqbl ! 
C. Custance. Let him do his iPfOTst I / •/ •^ 
M. Merry. Yield in time. 
R. Roister. Come hence, thou I 

[Exeant Roider and Merry. 



ACTUS IV., SC^NA 4. 

Christian Custance, Annot Alyface, Tibet 
Talkapace, M. Mumblecrust. 

C. Custance. So, sirrah ! If I should not with | 
him take this way, 

^ CufT. In Tim Bobbin's ''Qlossary of the Lancashiro 
Dialect/' a coU is explained by "a lump raised on the head 
by a blow.*' See also Brockett's '' Glossary of North Country 
Words." — Cooper, 

* [Passion.] 



I J 
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I should not be rid of him, I think, till doom's day. ^ 
I will call forth my folks, that without any moclw, -^ 
If he come again, we may give him raps and knocks. 
Madge Mumblecrust, come forth, and Tibei Talk- ^ 

apaca;. 
Yea, and come forth too. Mistress Annot Alyface. 
An. Alyface. I come. *^ 

Tib. Talk. And I am here. 
M. MuMBL. And I am here too, at length, t 
C. Custance. Like warriors, if need be, ye 
must show your strength. 
The man that this day hath thus beguiled you / ^ 
Is Salph Roister Doister, whom ye know well eno.u' ; ^ ^ 
The most lout and dastard that ever on ground trod, i j> 
TlR Talk. I see all folk mock' him, when he 

goeth abroad. 
C. Custance. WTi^t, pretty maid, will ye talk 

when I speak ? 
Tib. Talk. No, forsooth, good mistress. / *• 
C. Custance. Will ye my tale break ? / 7 
He threateneth to come hither with all his force U) ^ ^ 

I cbarge you, if he come, on him with all your / 
might : 
M. MuMBL. I with my distaff will reach him one " ^ 

rap. 
Tib. Talk. And I with my new broom will ^ 
sweep him one swap ; 
And then with our great club I will reach him one rap. 
And I with our skimmer will fling him one flap. 
Tib. Talk. Then Truepenny's fire-fork will liim 
shrewdly fray : 
And you with the spit may drive him quite away. 
C. Custance. Go, make all ready, that it may ^- 

be e'en so. 
Tib. Talk. For my part, I shrew them that last 
about it go. [Kxea7if. 
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ACTirS IV.^ SC^ENA 5. 

Christian Custaxce, Truepenny, Tristram 

Trusty. 

C. CusTANCE. Truepenny did promise me to I 
run a great pace, 
My friend Tristram Trusty to fet into this place. 2- 
Indeed he dwelleth hence a good start, I confess ; 3 
But yet a quick messenger might twice since, as I ' 

guess, ^ 

Have gone and come again. Ah ! y9nd I spy him •) 
now. . . 

Truepenny (To T. Trusty). Ye are a slow goer, 
sir, I make God a vow ; 
My Mistress Custance will in me put all the blame ; ^ 
Your legs be longer than mine : come apace, for 
shame. 
C. Custance. I can ^ thee thaiik, Truepeimy ; ^ 

thou hast done right well. 
Truepenny. Mistrefes, since I went, no grass 
hath gro^vn on my heel : 
But Master Tristram Trusty here maketh no speed. ' I 
C. Custance. That he came at all, I thimk him 
in vcr}' dead ; - ' 

For now have I need of tlie help of some wise man. I "i 
T. Trusty. Then may I^be gone again, for none 

such I am. ^ 

Truepenny. Ye may 1x5 ^6y your going ; for no \ ^ 
Aldennan 
Can go, I dare say, a saddert^ pace than ye can. „ 

C. CusTANCK Truepenny; - get thee in ; thou ' / 
shalt among them know. 
How to use thyself like a prdper man, I trow. 



* / can. See ante. * Slower, grav^. 
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Truepenny. I go. [IsJxiL ^ i 

C. CUSTANCE. Now, Tfistfain Tnisty, I thank si-2> 
you right much : 
For at my first sending to come- ye never grutch. 

T. Trusty. Dame Cufetance, God ye save ; and -^ ^^ z, 

while my life shall last, ^^"^^^V 

For my friend Goodliick's sake ye shall not send //) Cs 

in waste. -J '** 

C. CusTANCE. He shall give you thanks. -^ "f ^ /«-*' / t J 
T. Trusty. I will do much for his sake. >- ^ ^i^ / 

C. CusTANCE. But alack! I fear great dis- /^^^ 

pleasure .shall he take. n 

T. Trusty. Wherefore ? "^ o^ 

C. CusTANCE. For a foolish matter. ^ o 
T. Trusty. Wliat is your cause 1 %, ) 
C. CusTANCE. I am ill accumbred with a couple ^^^^ 

of daws. 
T. Trusty. Nay, weep not, woman ; but tell me 
what your cause is. 
As concerning my friend is anything amiss % 3 ^^-^ 
C. CuSTANCE. No, not on my part ; but here 

was Sim. Suresby-^— 
T. Trusty. He w^as with me, and told me so. :j> ^ 
C. CUSTANCE. And he stood by, 
AVhile Ralph Roister Poister, with help of Merry- 
greek, 
For promise of marriage did unto me seek. ^ I 
T. Trusty. And had ye made any promise ^ o 

before them twain '? ^ . 
C. CusTANCE. No, I had rather be torn in 
pieces and slain. 
No man hath my faith an<l troth but Gawin ^^ 

Goodluck, ^ 

And that >)efore Sure«>by did I say, and there stuck : 
But of certain letters there were such words ^ 3- 
spoken — 
T. Trusty. He told me that too. 
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C. CusTAXiTi. Aii«l of a ring and token ; r f 
Tliat Sun-shy, 1 spietl, iU«l niorf than half suspect, s- j' 
Tliat I my faith to Gawin Ooodhick did reject ' 
T. Trusty. But was there no such matter, Dame -x.^ 

Custance, indeed ? 
C. Custance. If ever my head thought it, God 
»^*nd me ill 8|)eeil ! 
Wheri»fore, 1 l)esee«h you, with me to l>e a witness, f i 
That in all my life 1 never intended Ihing le^s. 
And what a brainsick fool Ralp^i Roister Doister J*' 

is. 
Yourself knows well enough. 
T. Trusty. Ye say full true, i-ws. 'f ^ 

C. Custance. Because to be his wife I ne grant rV 
nor apply. 
Hither will he come, he sweareth, by and by, 
To kill both me and mine, and beat down my d"^ 

house flat ; 
Tliervfore I pray your aid. 
T. Trusty. I warrant you that /f / 

C. Custance. Have I so many years lived a i"" j 
sober life, 
j^nd showed m.^'self honest : maid, widow, and 
if wife, 

Lvud now to be abused in such a vile sort? ^ * 
JTo s^-e how jXK>r widow Hve, all void of comfort ! 
T Trusty. I warrant him do you no hann (# ^ 

::or wTvug at alL 
^- ^^,->T.\Ni E. No, but ifatthew Merrygreek 

:;<V. nw nui« appal: ;. , , . <^ 

— • ^- •-.. m.^uld join himself with such a wretched * " 



;. v.. 



" "n; STY He doth- it for a jest, I know him 
- ' ^ - k\, V. Then shall we hear his mi nd ^ 



» ! 
t 
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ACTUS IV., SC^NA 6. 

Merrygreek, Christian Custance, 
Trist. Trusty. 

M. Merry. Custance and Trusty both, I do you J 

here well find. 
C. Custance. Ali ! Matthew Merr}'greek, ye 

have used me well ! ^ 
M. Merry. Now, for altogether,^ ye must your :> 

answer telL 
Will ye have tliis man, woman, or else will ye 

not ? > ^ 

Else will he come, never boar so brim,^ nor toast j 

80 hot 
C. Custance. But why join ye with him ] 
T. Trusty. For mirth? 7 

C. Custance. Or else in sadness] 
M. Merry. Tlie more fond of you both : hardily i 

the matter guess. 
T. Trusty. Lo, how say ye, dame ] 
M. Merry. Wliy,'do ye think, dame Custance, f ^ 
That in this wooing I have meant ought but 

pastance 1 . . 

C. Custance. Much things ye spake, I wot, to 

maintain Jiis dotage. 
M. Merry. But well might ye judge, I spake it 

all in' mockage ; 
For why is Roister Doister a fit husband for you ? ' ' 
T. Trusty. I dare say ye never thought it 
M. Merry. No, {o God I vow. 



•' Now, once for all. " 

' i.e., So fierce. A sqw at certain seasons is said to go to 

brim — 

*'The7 fooghten breme as it, were boUes tiro.*' 

Chaucer, Knigkt'i TaU^ line 1701. 
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Aii<i (lid not I know afoiv of the insurance { o 
Betwetfn Gawin Cloodluck and Christian distance f 
And did not I for the nonce, by my conTeyance, ^l>^ 
Keail his letter in a wrong sense for ilalliance ) 
Tliat if you could have take it up at the first bound, X '^ 
\\'e frhouM thereat such a sport and pastime have 

found, 
That all the whole town should have been the X vi/ 
merrier. 
(\ CusTAXcn 111 ache vour heads both ! I was 
never wearier. 
Nor never more vexed since the first day I was bom. X^^ 
T. TrL'sty. But ver>- well I wist, he here did 

all in scorn. . 

C. CusTANCE. Bat I feareil thereof to take dis- 3l- i 

honest V. 
M. Merry. Tliis should lx»th have made sport, 
and showed vour honest v: 
And Goodluck, I dare swear, your wit therein ^t) 
would low.^ 
T. Trusty. Yea, being no worse than we know 

it to be now. 
M. Merry. And nothing yet too late : for, when 1> '^ 
I come to him, 
Hither will he n»pair with a sheej/s look full grim, , 
By plain force and violence to drive you to yield. '^ i 
C CUSTANCE. If ye two bid me, we will with 
liim pitch a field, 
I and my maids together. ^ >^ 
M. Merry. Let us see ; l)e bold ! 
C. CusTANCE. Ye shall see women's war. 
T. Trusty. That fight willJ l)ehold. 
M. Merry. If occasion serve, taking his part ' 
full brim, 
I will strike at you, but the rap shall light on him. 

* Allow. • 
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When we first appear — y- ^-^ 

C. CUSTANCE. Then will I run away, 
As though I were afeard. If- ^ 

T. Trusty. Do you that part well play, 
And I will sue for peace. i^ v, 

M. Merry. And I will set him on ; *i,y 

Then will he look as fierce as a Cotsold lion.^ '7 "> 

T. Trusty. But when goest thou for him 1 

M, Merry. That do I very now. ^ '^ 

C. Custaxce. . Ye shall find us here. 

M. Merry. Well, Goii have mercy on you. ^' *^ 

\Exii. 

T. Trusty. There is no cause of fear ; the least 
hoy in the street — ^ 

C. Custance.. Nay, the least girl I have, will J^^ 
make him take his feet 
But, hark ! me-think they make preparation. 

T: Trusty. No force, it will be a good recreation. *? 

C.'CUSTANCE. I will stand witldn, and step forth 
speedily, 
And so make as though I ran away dreadfully. 



ACTUS IV., SC^NA 7. 

R Roister, M. Merrygreek, C. Custance, D. 
Doughty, Harpax, Tristram Trusty. 

R Roister. Now, sirs, keep your 'ray, and see \ 
your hearts be stout. 
But where be these caitiffs % Me-think they dare 
not rout^ 

* A sheep. Cotowold (prohounced CoUold) is an old word 
for a sheepcote. Hence the name of the hills in Gloucester- 
shire. — Cooper. 

* To assemble. It is used by Bacon in his ** History of 
Henry the Seventh,'* p. 68, fol.* 1629.— Corv>«r. 



w 
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How sayest thou, Menygreek ? What doth Kit 3 

Custauce say ? 

M. Merry. L am loth to tell you. w.- 

R Roister. Tush, speak, man. Yea or nay 1 ^ 
M. Merry. Forsooth, sir, 1 have spoken for you 

all tliat I can ; 
But if ye win her, ye must e*en play the man : T 
E'en to fight it out ye must a man's heart take. 

R, KoiSTER. Yes, they shall know, as^ thou ^ 

knowest, I have a stomach. 
M. Merry. A stomach ((juocl you), yea, as good 

as e'er man had. 
R. Roister. I trow, they shall find and feel that ^ 1 

I am a lad. 
M. Merry.. By this cross, 1 have seen you eat 

your meat as well 
As any that e'er I have seen of, or heard telL i ^ 
A stomach, quod you ? He that will that deny, * -/' 
I know was never at dinilPr iiv your company, 
li lioiSTER. Nay, the stomach of a man it is, ' ^ 

that I mean. 
M. Merry. Nay, the stomach of an horse or a 

dog, I ween. - 

R, Roister. Nay, a man's stomach with a weapon, i I 

mean I. 
M. Merry. Ten men can scarce match you with 

a spoon in a pie. 
R. Roister. Nay, the stomach of a man to try ^^ 

in strife. 
M. Merry. I never saw your stomach cloyed . 

yet in my life. 
R. Roister. Tush, I mean in strife or fighting X ^ 

to try. --^ 

M. Meiiry. We shall see how ye will strike now, \ 



being angry. 



[Old copy, and.] 
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R Roister. Have at thy pate then, and save 2- jA 

thy head, if thou may. 
M: Merry. Nay, then, liave at your pate again, 

by this day. 
R Roister. Nay, thou mayest not strike at me '^ ^ 

again in no wise. 
M. Merry. I cannot in fight make to you such 
warrantise : 
But as for your foes here let them the bargain ^ by. -^ ^J^ 
R Roister. Nay, as for [that,] they shall everj- 
mother's child die. 
And in this rCiy fume a little -thing might make me ^ ^ 
To beat down house and all, and else the devil 
take me. 
M. Merry. If I were as ye be, by Gog*s dear 
mother, 
I would not leave one stone upon another. 
Though she would redeem it with twenty thousand 
pounds. 
R Roister. It shall be even so, by his lily 

wounds ! 
M. Merry, Be not at one with hei^ upon any -^ >o 

amends. 
R Roister. No, though she make ;to me never 
so many friends. 
Not if all the world for her would undertake : .^ 
No, not God himself neither shall not her p<^ace 

make. 
.On therefore, march forward ! Soft, stay a while -r 
yet 
M. Merry. On ! 
R Roister. Tarry. 
M. Merry. Forth ! 
^ R Roister. Back. 



-1 
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^ [Abide by the bargain.] 

• i.e., Be not reconciled to her. — Cooper. 
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\ 

M. Merry. Ori! 

R. Roister. S«ft.f' Now forward set. T v^ 

EnUr C. Custaxce. 

C. CusTANCE. What business have we heret ^1 

Out, alas, alas ! 
R Roister. Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha ! .^ 

Didst thou see that, Merrygreek, how afraid she was t T | 
Didst thou see how she fled apace out of njjr sight 1 _ 
Ah, good sweet Custance ! I pity her, by this light. ^ ' 
M. Merry. That tender heart of yours will mar 
altogether ; ^ -2> 

Thus will ye be turned with wagging of a feather. ^ 
R Roister. On, sirs, keep your *ray. ^ ^ 

M. Merry. On forth, while tliis gear is hot ^ 
R Roister. Soft, the Arms of Calais, I have 
one thing forgot. ^ ^ 

^M. Merry. What lack we now? 'T 
^ R Roister. Retire, or else we be all slain. 

M. Merry. Back, for the pash of God I back, ^1 
sirs, back again ! 
What is the great matter ? 

R Roister. This hasty forth-going fc ' 
Had almost brought us all to utter undoing ; 
It made me forget a thing most necessary. ^3 
M. Merry. Well remembered of a captain, by 

Saint Mary. ^ 

R Roister. It is a thing must be had. ^ ^ 
M. Merry. Let us have it then. 
R Roister, But I wot not where or how. b / 
M. Mkhry. Then wot not I when. 
But what is it 1 

R Roister. Of a chief tiling I am to seek. ^ ^ 
M. Merry. Tut, so will ye be, when ye have 
stmliod a week. [Andt. 

But tell me what it is ? 
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l^L Merry. The kitchen collocamtheT)e8t hens 
to grease; 
Run, fet it, Dobinet, and come at once withal, » ^ 
And bring with thee my potgup,^ hanging by the 

wall? ■ ^ 

I have seen your head with it, full many a time, ^ ^ 
Covered as safe as it had been with a serine : 
And I warrant it save your head from any stroke, y^^ 
Except perchance to be amazed with the smoke : 
I warrant your head therewith, except for the mist, ^ "^ 
As safe as if it were fast locked up in a chist. 
And lo, here our Dobinet cometh with it now. 15 -f^ 
D. Dough. It will cover me to the ' shoulders 

well enou'. 
M. Merry. Let me see it on. 5 ^ 
R Roister. In faith, it doth meetly w^ll. 
M. Merry. There can be no fitter thing. Now 3^ ^ 
ye must us tell 
What to do. 

R Roister. Now forth in 'ray, sirs, and stoj) 

no more. . 

M. Merry. Now, Saint George to borrow [^ ' ^ 

Drum, dub-ardub afore. 
T. Trusty. What mean you to do, sir 1 Com- 
mit manslaughter? 
R Roister. To kiU forty such is a matter of / ^ 

laughter. * 

T. Trusty. And who is it, sir, whom ye intend 
thus to spill t 



^ X small gon, perhaps a corruption of popgun. — Cooper, 
' The exit and re-efitry of Dobinet are not marked in Ihe 

old copy. — Cooper, 
' To protect or guard. In ** Richard II.," act i., sc. 3, the 

expression is — 

" Mine innocency and Saint George to thriTe 1 **— Coop«r. 
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^^^- R. Roister. Foolish Custance here forceth me '\ -f 
_ gainst my will. 

T. TRUSTY. And is there no mean your extreme 
wrath to slake ? 
She shall some amends unto your good maship 1^ 
make. 
R Roister. I will none amends. 
T. Trusty. Is her offence so sore 1 " ^ » 

M. Merry. And he were a lout, she could have f 1 
done no more. 
She hath calFd him fool, and 'dressed him like a i "^ 

fool, 
Mockeil him like a fool, used him like a fooL 

T. Trusty. Well, yet the Slieriff, the Justice or \^ 
Constable, 

Her misdemeanour to punish might be able. 
R. Roister. No, sir, I mine own self will, in (^^ -^^ 
tliis present cause. 
Be Sheriff and Justice, and whole Judge of the 

laws. ^ . 

This matter to amend all officers be I shall : ' 
Constable, Bailiff, Sergeant — 
Y ^* M. Merry. And hangman, and alL [Aside, i -> 5 

^ P* •y T, Trusty. Yet a noble courage and the heart 

> of a man 

^y^ \ Should more honour win by bearing with a woman, i ' ^ 

* Therefore take the law, and let hei: answer thereta 

IR. Roister. Merrygreek, the l)est way were i / 
even so to do. 
\\sX honour should it be with a woman to fight 1 
I M. Merry. And what, then, will ye thus forego^ / ^ 
' and lese your right ? 
.R. Roister. Nay, I will take the law on he^ 

withouten grace. . ^ 

T. Trusty. Or, if your maship could pardon this '' '^ 
one trespass — 
I pray you, forgive her. 
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R EoiSTER. Hoh! I * '^ 
M. Merry. Tush, tush, sir, do not 
v^ T. Trusty. Be good master to her. / / / 
; R KoiSTER. Hoh ! 
VJ^I. Merry. Tiish, I say, do not ) '^ I 
And what ! shall your people here return straight 
homel 
R Roister. Yea, levy the camp, sirs, and hence ; >• 3 
again each one. 
But be still in readiness, if I hap to call ; ^ ^ 

I cannot tell what -sudden chance may befall. ^ '' -^ 
M. Merry. Do not off your harness, sirs, I you 
advise. 
At the least for this fortnight, in no manner wise. / •^ / 
Perchance in an hour,' when all ye think least, 
Our master's appetite to fight will be best ^ ^^ / 
But soft, ere ye go, have once at Custance house. 
R Roister. Soft, what wilt thou do 1 > j I 
M. Merry. Once discharge my arquebus ; 
And for my heart's ease, have once more with my i ^ ^ 
potgun. 
E. Roister. Hold thy hands! else is all our 

purpose clean fordone. , « 

M. Merry. And it cost me my life ! i -^ ^ 
R Roister. I say, thou shalt not. 
M. Merry. By the matt,^ but I will have once ' ^ f 
more with hail-shot 
I will have some pennyworth ; I wiU not lese all. 

-J ^ : 

^ T. Tmstj is the prefix to this and the following line in 
the old copy, hot it mast be an error. — Cooper. 
' [Pat for mats, as Oog for Qod, kc] 
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ACTUS IV., SC^NA 8. 

M. Merrygreek, C. Custance, R. Royster, 
Tib. T., An. Alyface, M. Mumblecrust, 
Truepenny, Dobinet Doughty, Harpax. 

Two drums with their Ensigns. 

C. Custance. What caitiffs are those, that so / 

shake my house-wall? 
M. Merry. Ah, sirrah now Custance, if ye had 
so much wit, / 

I would see you ask pardon, and yourselves sub- O 
mit. 
C. CusTANCK Have I still this ado with a 

couple of fools 1 _^. 

M. Merry. Hear ye what she saith 1 ^ 
C. Custance. Maidens, come forth with your • 
tools. 
In a ray. ^ 

M. Merry. Dubba-dtib, sirrah ! 7 
R. Roister. In a ray ! 
They come suddenly on us, 1 
Af. Merry. Dub-a-dub-dub ! 
R. Roister. In a ray ! 
That ever I was bom ! we are taken tardy./ "^^ 
M. Merry. Now, sirs, quit yourselves like tall ' -^ 

men and hardy. 
C. Custance. On afore, Tniepenny ! Hold 
thine own, Annot ! ^ 

On toward them, Tibet, for scape ns they cannot I ' ^ 
Come forth, Madge Mumblecrust ! so, stand fast 
together. — 

M. Merry. God send us a fair day ! ' ' 
R Royster. See, they march on hither. 
Tib. Talk. But, mistress — 
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C. CusTANCE. WTiat say'st thou ? ^^ 

Tib. Talk. Shall I go fet our goose ? 

C. CusTANCE. What to do 1 

Tib. Talk. To yonder Captain I will turn her 2 '^' 
loose. 
And she gape and hiss at liim, as she doth at me, ^ 
I durst jeopard my hand she will make him Hee. ^ ^ 

C. CusTAN'CE. On forward! ^je 

R Roister. They come. 

M. Merry. Stand! 

R Roister. Hold ! 

M. Merry. Keep ! 

R Roister. There! 

M. Merry. Strike ! 

R Roister. Take heed ! 

C. CusTANCE. Well said, Tniepenny ! 3 "f 

Truepenny. Ah, whoresons ! 

C. CuSTANC'E. Well done, indeed ! / -^ »^ 

M. Merry. Hold thine own, Haq>ax ! Down 
with them, Dobinet ! 

C. Ctjstance. Now, Madge; there, Annot ; now / t^ S" 
stick them, Tibet ! 

TiR Talk. All my chief quarrel is to this same 
little knave. 
That beguiled me last day ; nothing shall him save, t ^ ^ 

D. Dough. Down with this little quean, that 
hath at me such spite ! 

Save you from her, mas^r, it is a verj- sprite. / V' - 
C. CusTANCE. I myself will mounsire grand 
captain undertake. 



^ [An idea perhaps borrowed from the interlude of " Ther- 
gites," where wc have the ludicroos incident of the snail. 
Udall has drawn Ralph Roieter Doister Bomewhat on the 
model of " Thersites,*' except that in Koi^ter Doister the 
roan's good nature and singleneM of character win our re- 
gard, whereas the other is a contemptible braggart without 
aujr redeeming tnuL] 

VOL. IIL K 
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R. RoiSTKR. Tlioy win pn*<nind ! 

M. Merry. Save yourself, sir, forGo(Vs sake ! ^^ 

R. RiJisTER. Out, alas ! I am slain ; help ! 

M. Merry. Save yourself ! . ^ 

R. Roister. Alas ! ., . 

M. Merry. Nay, then, have at you, mistress. /• l 

R. Roister. Thou hittest me, alas ! 

M. Merry. I will strike at Custance hero. ^ ^ 

R. Roister. Thou hittest me ! 

M. Merry, (aside.) So I will. !>^ '^ 
Nay, mistress Custance. 

R. Roister. Alas ! thou liittest me still. S''^ 
Hold ! 

M. Merry. Save yourself, sir ! .^.^ 

R. Roister. Help ! out alas ! I am slain. ^ 
' M. Merry. Truce, hold your liands ! truce, for ff \ 

a jussing while or tw^^iin.^ 
Now, how say you, Custance, for saving of your life, 
Will ye yield, and grant to be this gentleman's wife ? ^ J 

C. Custance. Ye told me he loved me ; call ye 
this love ] 

M. Merry. He loved a while; even like a turtle- ^ » 
dove. 

C. Custance. Gay love, God save it ! so soon 
^ hot, so soon cold. 

M. Merry. I am sorry for you : he could love ^3 
you yet, so he could. 

R. Roister, Nay, l>y Cock's precious, she shall 
1»(." uon<* of mine. ^ 

M. .Mr.:;!:v. Wlrv so] \ c '^ 
/ R. Iv'M^TKK. Come away, >n' the matt, she is 
iiKinkiuc.- 



^ Sec "Two .Geiitleim-'ii «>f Verona," aot. iv., Bcene 4. — 

^ Mankind ii* uiied by ShakcjsjKiare and other writers of his 
time as an adjectiye, in the sense of masculine. — Cooper, 
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I durst adventure the loss of my right hand. ^ / 
K she did not slee her other husband. 
And see, if she prepare not again to fight ! *• / 
M. Merry. What, then, Saint George to bor- 
row, our La^ly's knight ] 
[R Roister. Slee else whom she will, by Gog, she "7 ' 

shall not slee me. 
IM. Merry. How then ? 

IR RoiSTERjRather, than to be slain, I will flee. T ^ 
C. CUSTANCE. 'to it again, my knightesses ! down 

with them all ! ^ 

R Roister. Away, away, away ! she will else 7 - 

kiU us alL ' 
M. Merry. Nay, stick to it, like an hardy man 

and a talL 
R Roister. bones, thou hittest me ! Away, "7 ] 
! or else die we 'shall 

M. Merry. Away, for the pash of our sweet 
• ' Lord Jesus Chnst ! 

C. CusTANCE. Away, lout and lubber, or I 7 ' 
shall be thy priest i [/'Jxea7it OnO 

So this field is ours ; we have driven them all away. 
Tib. Talk. Thanks to God, mistress, ye have 

had a fair day. 
C. CusTANCE. Well, now go ye in, and make 

yourself- some good cheer. 
Omnes Pariter. We go. 
T. Trusty. Ah, sir I what a field we have had 

here. • 
C. Custance. Friend Tristram, I pray you be a 

witness with-.nia 
T. Trusty. Dame Custance, I shall depose for 
your honesty. 



* So in the old copy, but Ralph, Mat., Dob., and Harpax, 
only go out; lower down, the exeat of courne applies to T. 
Trity. — Cooper. 
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And now fare ye well, except sometliing else ye a 
wouM. 
C. CusTANCE. Not now, but when I need to 
send, I will be lM>ld. [Extat, . 

I thank you for these pains. And now I wdl get }f ( 

nie in. 
Now Koister Doister will no more wooing begin. 

[Ex. 



ACTUS v., SC^NA 1. 
Cawin Goodluck, Sim. Suresby. 



>3^ G. Good. Sim. Suresby, my trusty man, now ad- 

^^ i^ vise thee well, 

And see that no false sunnises thou me teH. 
Was there such ado about Custance, of a truth f 
SlM. Sure. To report that 1 heaixl and saw to 
me is nith ; 
But both my duty, and name, and proi>erty,^ 
Wameth me to you to show fidelity."* 
It may be well enough, and 1 wish it so to be, 
She may herself discharge, and try her honesty ; 
Yijt their claim to her, me-thought, was very large. 
For with letters, rings, and tokens they did her 

charge. 
Which when I heard and saw, I would none to 
you bring. 
G. (lOOD. No, by Saint Mary, I allow thee ^ in 
that tiling. 
Ah sirrah ! now 1 see truth in the ])roverb old : 
All things that shine th is not by and by pure gold. 



^ [Peculiar place or function.] 

' i.e.f I approve of your conduct See " Second Part of 
Henry lY./' act iv., bc. 2 ; ** King Lear," act ii., sc. 4; and 
RomanB, c. xiv., y. 22.^-Cooper. 



• 
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If any do live a woman of honesty, 

I would have sworn Christian Custance had been 

she. 
Sim. Sure. Sir, though I to you l)e a servant 

true and just, 
Yet do not ye therefore yoiir faithful spouse niis- 

tmst ; 
But examine the matter, and if ye shall it find 
To be all well, be not ye for my words unkind. 
G. Good. I shall do that is right, and as I see 

cause why. 
But here cometh Custance forth ; we shall know 

by and by. 



ACTUS v., SC^NA 2. 

C. Custance, Gawin Goodluck, Sim. Suresby. 

C. Custanx'E. I come forth to see and hearken 
for news good ; 
For about this hour i^ the time, of likelihood, 
. That Gawin Goodluck, by the sayings of Suresby, 
Would he at home ; and lo ! yond I see him, I. 
AMiat, Gawin Goodhick I the only hope of my lif(i. 
Welcome home, and kiss me your true espoused 
wife. 
^ G. Good. Nay, soft, (Lame Custance ; I must 
■ first, by your licence, 
See whether all tilings be (.'lear in your conscienoe. 
I hear of your doings to me very strange. 
C. Custance. . What ! fear ye that my faith to- 
wards you should change ? 
G. Good. I must needs mistnist ye ])e elsewhere 
entangled, 
For I hear that certain men Avith you have ^vrangled 
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About the promise of marriiige by you to them 
made. 
C. Cl'STANCE. Could any man's report therein 
^ your mind persuade ! 
^ G. Good. Well, you must therein declare your- 
self to stand clear, 
Else I and you, dame Custance, may not join this 
year. 
C. CusTANCK Then would I were dead, and 

fair laid in my erave. 
Ah ! Suresby, is this the honesty that ye have, 
To hurt me ^vith your report, not knowing the 
thing ? 
Sim. Sure. If ye be honest, my words can hurt 
you nothing ; 
But what I heard and saw, I might not but report, 
C. Custance. Ah, Lord, help poor widows, 

d estitute of comTort. ! - ^ ^ 

Truly, most dear spouse, nought was done but for ^ 

pastance. 
G. Good. ,But such kind of sporting is homely 

daliance. 
C. Custance. If ye knew the truth, ye would 

take all in good part. 
G. Good. By your leave, I am not half well- 
skilled in that art. 
C. Custance. It was none but Roister Bolster, 

that foolish mome. 
G. Good. Yea, Custance, better (they say) a bad 

excuse than none. 
C. Custance. Wliy, Tristram Tnisty, sir, your 

true and faithful friend, 
Was privy both to the beginning and the end. 
Let him be the judge, and for me testify. 
G. Good. I will the more credit that he shall 

verify ; 
And because I will the truth know, o*en as it is. 
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I will to him myself, and know all without miss. 
Come on, Sim. Suresby, that before my friend thou 

may 
Avouch thee the same words, which thou did'st to 

me say. [Exeant. 



ACTUS v., SC^NA 3. 
Christian Custan'ce. 

C. CusTANCjs. Lord ! how necessary it is now 

of days, 
Tliat each body live upiightly all maimer ways ; 
For let never so little a gap l)e open, 
And l>e sure of this, the worst shall l)e s|)oken. 
How innocent stand I in this for deed or thou<^ht, 
And yet see what mistrust towards me it hath 

wrought. 
But thou, Lord, knowest all folks' thoughts, and 

eke intents ; 
And thou art the deliverer of all innoconts. 
Thou didst help the a<lvoutress,^ that she might be 

amended ; 
Much more then help. Lord, that never ill intended. 
Thou didst help Susanna, wrongfully acrus^'d, 
And no less dost thou see, Lonl, how 1 am now 

abused. 
Tliou didst help HesU»r, when she should have 

died; 
Help also, good Lord, that my truth may bo tritMl. 
Yet, if Gawin Goodluck with Tristram Trusty 

speak, 

^ Ad ulte read, from the oltl French atlnm/trtr. In (.'arf^ 
Wright's '* Ordinan*," act iv.. 8c. 5, the ConntnUe nays, *' I'il 
look there shall be uo adeoutry in my ward.*' — Coojnr, 
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I trust of ill-n'iK)rt tho force shall he but weak ; 
And lo I yond they come, sjuUy talking together : 
I will abide, and not shrink for their coming hither. 



ACTUS v., SC^.NA 4. 

Gawin Goodluck, Tristram Trusty, 
C. CusTANCK, Sim. Suresby. 

G. Good. And was it none other than ye to me 

n-jMirt ? 
T. Trusty. No ; and here were ye wished, to 

have seen the sport. 
Cr. CtOOD. Would I had, rather than half of that 

in my ])urse. 
Sim. Si' re. And I do much rejoice the matter 
was no worse. 
And like as to oi)en it I was to you faithful, 
So of Dame Custance honest truth I am joyful. 
Ft>r God forfend that I should hurt her by false 
r(^])ort.. 
G. Good. Well, I will no longer hold her in dis- 
comfort. 
C. CusTANTE. Now come they hitherwartl : I 

trust all shall be well. 
G. Good. Sweet Custance, neither heart can 
think, nor tongue tell, 
How much I joy in your constant fidelity. 
Come now, kiss mo, the pearl of perfect honesty. 
C. Custance. God let me no longer to continue 
in life. 
Than I sludl towards you continue a true wife. 
G. (tOOD. Well, now to make you for this some 
l>art of amends, 
I shall desire first you, and then such of our friends 
As shall to you seem l)est, to sup at home with me, 
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Where at your fought field we shall laugh and 
merry be. 
Sim. Sure. And, mistress, I beseech you take 
with me no grief : ^ 
I did a true man's part, not wishing your repreef. 
C, CusTAN'CE. Though h aatyLJeports, through 
sunuises grojiripg, 
May of poor innocents be utter overthrowing, 
Yet because to thy master thou hast a true heart, 
And I know mine own truth, I forgive thee for my 
part 
G. Good. Go we all to my house, and of this 
gear no more. 
Go, prepare all things, Sim. Suresby ; hence, nui 
afore. 
Sim. Sure. I go. [Ex, 

G. Good. Gooil. But who cometh yond 1 Master 

Merrygreek ? 
G. GUSTANCE. Roister Doister's champion ; I 

shrew his best cheek. 
T. Trusty. Roister Doister's self, your wooer, is 
with him too. 
Surely some thing there is with us they have to do. 



ACTUS v., SC^NA 5. 

M. Merrygreek, Ralph Roister [to thevi], Gawin 
GooDLUGK, Tristram Trusty, C. Custance. 

M Merry. Yonder I see Gawin Goodluck, to 

whom lieth my message. 
I will first salute him after his long voyage, 
And then make all things well concerning your 

behalf. 



1 ; 



».«., Bear me no ill-will. 
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R Roister. Yea, for the pasli of God. 
M. Merry. Hence ! out of sight, ye calf, 
Till I have spoke with them, and then I will you 

fet. 
R. Roister. In God's name.^ 
M. Merry. What, master Gawin Goodluck, 

well-met ; 
And from your long voyage I bid you right wel- 
come home. 
G. CtOOD. I thank you. 

M. Merry. I come to you from an honest mome, 
G. Good. Who is that 1 

M. Merry. Roister Doister, that doughty kite. 
C. CusTANOK Fie ! I can scarce abide ye should 

his name recite. 
M. Merry. Ye must take hun to favour, and 

pardon all past ; 
jle h4»arfiiji of your xetunx* and Js ful l ill aghast. 
G. Good. I am right well contentTre^iifive with 

us some cheer. 
C. CusTANCE. Fie upon him, beast! then will 

not I be there. 
G. (lOOD. Why, Cu stance, do ye hate him more 

than ve love me ? 
C. CusTANCK But for your mind, sir, where he 

were, would I not be. 
T. Trusty. He would make, us all laugh. 
M. Merry. Yo ne'er had better spofT 
G. Good. I pray you, sweet Custance, let him 

to us resort. 
C. C I STANCE. To your will I a.ssent 
M. Merry. Why, such a fool it is, 
As no man for good pastime would forego or miss^ 
G. Good. Fet him to go with us. 
M. Mekry. lie will be a glad man. [Ex. 



^ With these words R. Roister evidently retires. — Cooper. 
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T. Trusty. We must, to make us mirth, main- 
tain him ^ afl we can. 
And lo, yond' he comethy and Menygreek with 
him. 
C. CusTANCE. At his first entrance, ye shall see 
I will him trim. 
But first let us hearken the gentleman's wise talk. 
T. Trusty. I pray you, mark, if ever ye saw 
crane so stalk. 



ACTUS v., SC^NA 6. 

R Roister, M. Merrygreek, C. Custance, G. 
GooDLUCK, T. Trusty, D. Doughty, Harpax. 

R Roister. May I then be bold ? 
M Merry. I warrant you on my word. 
They say they shall be sick, but ye be at their 
board. 
R. Roister They were not angry, then ? 
M. Merry. Yes, at first, and made strange ; 
But when I said your anger to favour should 

change. 
And therewith had commended you accordingly, 
They were all in love with your masliip by and by ; 
And cried you mercy, that they had done you 
wrong. 
R Roister. For why -no man, woman, nor chiM 

can hate me long. 
M. Merry. We fear (quod they) he will ]>e 
avenged one day ; 

^ Encourage him. So in the epintle to G.ibriol Harvcv, 
prefixed to Spenser's "Shepherd's Calendar" : "The Right 
Wonbipfull Maidter Philip Sidney is a Hpcciall favourer and 
maintainer of all kinde of learning." — Cooper. 



t 
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Then for a penny give all our lives we may. 
R. Roister. Said they so indeed 1 
M. Merry. Did they 1 yea, even with one 
voice. 
He will forgive all (quod I). 0, how they did 
rejoice ! 
R Roister. Ha, ha, ha ! 
M. Merry. Go fet him (say they), while he is in 
good mood ; 
For have his anger who lust, we will not, by the rood ! 
R Roister. I pray God that it be all true, that 
thou hast me told, 
And that she fight no more. 

M. Merry. I warrant you ; be bold. 
To them, and salute them. 
. R Roister. Sirs, I greet you all well 
Omnes. Your mastership is welcome. 
C. Custance. Saving my quarrel, 
For sure I will put you up into the Exchequer. 
M. Merry. Why so 1 Better nay. Wherefore I 
C. Custance. For an usurer. 
R. Roister. I am no usurer, good mistress, by 

His arms. 
M. Merry. WTien took he gain of money, to any 

man's harms ? 
C. Custance. Yes, a foul usurer he is, ye shall 

see else. 
R Roister. Did'st not thou promise she would 
pick no mo quarrels ? \To Merr, 

C. Custance. He will lend no blows, but. he 
have in recompense 
Fifteen for one, which is too much of conscience. 
R. Roister. Ah dame ! by the ancient law of^ 

ariTiJ^^ a may 

H ath no honour to foil his hands on aVoman. 
(J. uustance. And where other usurersH^e 
their gains yearly, 
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This man is angry, but he linve his hy and by. 
G. Good. Sir, do not for her sake l>ear me voiir 

displeasure. 
M. Merry. Well, he shall with you talk thereof 

more at leisure. 
Upon your goo<l usage he will now shake your hand. 
R KoisTER. And much heartily welcome from a 

strange land 
M. Merry. Be not afeard, Gawin, to let him 

shake your fist. 
G. Good. 0, the most honest gentleman that 

e'er I wist 
I do l)eseech your maship to take pain to suj) with us. 
Al. Merry. He shall not say you nay, (and I 

too by Jesus,) 
Because ye shall be friends, and let all quarrels pass. 
R Roister. I will be as good friends with them 

as e'er I was. 
M. Merry. Then, let me fet your quin*, that we 

may have a song. 
R Roister. Go. 
G. Good. I have heard no melo<ly all this year 

long. 
M. Merry.^ Come on, sirs, quickly. 
R Roister. Sing on, sirs, for my friend's sake. 
I). DouoH. Call ye these your friends i 
R Roister. Sing on, and no mo words make. 

[Nere thty sivg. 
G. GrOOD. Tlie Loni } )reser >-e our most nobl e 

■ Queen ofrenown .^ 



^ The exit and re-entry are not marked. — Cooper. 

' [It leems probable that this prayer at tlie end was in- 
tended forsQfieen ^j itabe^t iT not for her prcdcccK^or. The 
original pnyer/if there was one, on the first presentation of 
the comedy, may have been sappresscd in favour of one to 
anit the new circumatanccB.] 
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And her virtues reward with the heavenly crown. 
^ C. CusTANCR The Lord strengthen her most 

excellent Majesty, 
Long to reign over us in all prosj)erity. 

T. Trusty. That her godly proceedings, the 
faith to defend. 
He inav stablish and maintain throup:h to the end. 
M. Mkrry. God gi-aut her, as she doth, the Gos- 
l>el to protect, 
LeaiTiiug and virtue to advance, and vice to correct. 
R. Kt)lsTER. God grant her loving subjects both 
the mind and grace 
Her most godly proceedings worthily to embrace. 
Harpax. Her highness most worthy coun- 
cillors God prosi>er. 
With honour and love all men to minister. 

Omnes. God grant the nobility her to serve and 
love. 
With all the common*ty, as <loth them behove ! 

Amen.^ 



Certain Songs ^ to 1h». sung by those which shall 



( use this Comedy or Interlude. 



The Second Song. 

I • Who 80 to marry a minion iciffy^ 

I llath had good chance and hap, 

I 

t ■ ■ ■ ' ^™^^^ ' ■ ■ ^^^^^ ^^■^^^^^^^^^^^^^^■^^^^^— ^^^^ 

I 

i ^L^^r * Ancient interludes frequently ended with a priyer, 

! 1\^ ^^ which it was the custom of the players to deliver kneeling. 

/• — Cooper. 

! - These arc the songs referred to in the body of the 

I Comedy. 

! * X pet or darling wife. — Coojter. 



1 ■;■ ' 
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l± 

Mu9i love her and cht^inh her all his life, r 

And dandle her m hU lap, ^ 

If she mil fare w II, if she will go gaii, 

A good /nisband ever still, 
Whatever she lust to do or to say, 

Must let her have her own will, 

About what affairs soever he go, 

He must show her all his mind, 
None of his counsels she may he kept fro, 

Else is lie a man unkind. 



The Fourth Song, 

I mu7i be married a Sunday ; 
I mun b^ married a Sunday; 
Whosoever shall come t/iai way, 
I mun be married a Sunday. 

Jluihier Doister is my name; 
Boister Doister is my name; 
A lusty brute I am the same; 
I mun be married a Sunday, 

Christian Custance have I found; 
Christian Custance have I found; 
A widow worth a tJiousand pound. 
1 mun be married a Sunday, 

Custance is as sweet as honey; 
Custance is as sweet as honey; 
I Iher lamb, and she my coney; 
I mun be married a Sunday. 
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When ice shtU vmhe our wetlding feast, 
When ive shdl imike our weddimj feast, 
liter e sliull be clu'er for man and beast; 
I mun be inamed a Sundai/, 

I mun be married a Sunday, <tv. 

TliC Psalmody, 

Placebo dilexi.. 

Master Roister Doister will strai//Ju go lumu and die, 
Our Lord Jesus ChriM hijn soiU have mercy upon: 
llius you see, to-d<iy a nuin, to-morrow John,^ 
Vet, saving for a wonian's ejrtreme cruelty^ 
He might have lived yet a numih, or tu*o, or three ; 
But in spite of Custance, which hath him wearied, 
II is m^t^hip shall be worshipfuUy buried. 
And while some piece of his soul is yet him within, 
Some part of his funeral let us here begin. 
Dirige. He will go darkling ^ to his grave; 
Neq^ue lux, neque crux, nisi solum clvik; 
Never genman so went toward Iieaven, I think. 
Yet, sirs, as ye will tJie bliss of lieaven win, 
Wfien Jie Cometh to tlie grave, lay him softly in; 
And all men take Jieed by this one gentleman. 
How you set your love upon an unkind woman ; 
For these u*omen be all sudi mad peevish elves, 
They will not be ufon, except it please themselves. 
But, in faith, Custance, if ever ye come in hell, 
Master Roister Doister stuill serve you as well. 

Good nigh, Roger, old knave; farewell, Roger^ old 

knave ; 
Good, night, Roger, old knave ; knave, knap. 
^Ne qiuindo, A udivi vocem, Requien^ oitenmm, 

1 [Query, Sir John, i.e., the priest, to sa}' the requiem. 
See Hiizlitt'a ** Proverba," p. 414.] 

' [** So out went the candlei and we were left darkling/' 
'* King Lear," i. 4 ; Dycc's 2d edit. vii. 269.] 
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The Peal of Jtells rtintf htf the fnirUh CItrh mul 
JioUtfv Doiste/s Jour meti. 

The JirAt Bell, a T^j^le, Wben difd he 1 ^VlJon 

died he ) 
TJte recond. We have him ! We hav(^ him ! 
The third, liimtov Dnister ! Hoister Doister ! 
The fourth Bell, He eoiiieth ! H« eonirtli ! 
The great Bill. Our i»wii I Our i\\\\\ I 



HMS. 



VOU III. I. 



(JAMMER r.URTON'S NEEDLK, 



A R^ijht Pithy, Pleasaunt, and mane Comedie: Intytulcd 
Gammer gurtons Needle : Played on Stage not longe ago 
in ChrUtes Colledge in Cambridge, Made by Mr ^ Mr, 
of Art Imprynted at London^ in Fleetestreat beneth the 
Conduit at the signe of S, John Euangelisty by Thomae 
ColwelL 1675. 4«. Black letter. 

There was a second edition, 4to, 1661, which is of no 
value. 

[I found this introduction to ''Qammer Qurton's 
Needle" among some collections made by my father 
about twenty years ago for a similar purpose, and as it 
was much fuller than that previously printed, it has 
been substitute^L I have, however, introduced a few 
additions from the Memoirs of Still in the ''Athensd 
Cantabrigienses," ii., 467, and the '' Proceedings of the 
Suffolk Institute of Archaeology," iii., 130, the latter 
kindly communicated to me by Mr Joseph Biyant, of 
Cheshunt,— W. C. H.] 



PREFACE. 



Mr- [Johh]S^l^ the reputed author of this play, was the 
only son of William Still, Esq. of Grantham, in Lin- 
colnshire, and was bom in or about 1543. In 1559 he 
matriculated as a pensioner in Chrisfs CoUcge, Cam- 
bridge, proceeded K A. in 1561-2, and was elected M.A. 
in 1565. In 1570 he was presented to the rectory of St 
Martin Outwich, London, and in the same year pro- 
ceeded KD. On the 30th July 1571, Archbishop 
Parker collated Still to the rectory of Hadleigh, in 
SniSblk, and in 1572 the primate, to whom he was 
chaplain, appointed him, with Dr Watts, Joint-Dcoii of 
Booking. Other church preferments followed in quick 
succession ; but this is perhaps scarcely a place for 
entering at lai^ into biographical particulars, more 
eqiecially as the authorship of the drama is a little 
uncertain. We must content ourselves with noting his 
gradual rise from the deanery of Bocking to the canonry 
at Westminster, the mastership of St John's Colle<ro, 
Cambridge, the vice-chancellorship of the university on 
two occasions, the mastership of Trinity College, Cam- 
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bridge, and finally, the bishopric of Bath and Wells, to 
which last dignity he was named 16 Januaiy 1592-3. 
He died at the episcopal palace at Wells, February 26, 
1607-^, and was buried, on the 4th April following, in 
the cathedral, where a handsome monument was 
erected to his memory. He was twice married, and 
left behind him several children. His excellent 
character is attested by Sir John Harington, who 
says that he was a man *^ to whom I never came but 
I grew more religious, and ^m whom I never went 
but I parted more instructed." The comedy of ** Gam- 
mer Gurton's Needle," the only dramatic product 
of his pen of which we have any knowledge, was 
" played on stage, in Ghrisfs College, Cambridge," in 
the year 1566, and the following entry from the bursars' 
books of that college, on the occasion, manifests that 
the authorities applied themselves to its x>roductioii 
with spirit " Item, for the Carpenters setting upp the 
Scaffold at the plaie xxd.^** At this time, Mr Still was 
twenty-three years old ; but an entry in the legistezB of 
the Stationers' Company, under the year 1563, is consi- 
dered by Mr Collier to have very possible reference to the 
present comedy, and, in this case, the young deigyman 
would have begun, and ended, his authorship ere he 
was nineteen : ^ Received of Thomas Colwell for his 
lycense for pryntinge of a play intituled Dyocon of 
Bedlam, iiijd.** There is no such play, Mr Collier points 
out, as *' Dyccon of Bedlam," but Diccon of Bedlam is 



^ [" Proceedings of the Suffolk InsUtute," iii., 180.] 
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a principal chaiacter in " Qammer Qurton*8 Needle ; " 
and it ia further to be observed that Thomas Colwell is 
the same publisher, ** at the sygne of S. John Evangelist, 
beneth the Conduit in Fleetestreat," by whom the earliest 
known edition of the present comedy was produced. 
The circumstanee, after all, is as inconclusive as the 
&et is immateriaL The true subject of regret is, not 
that we cannot determine precisely whether Still wrote 
comedy when he was nineteen, or when he was twenty- 
three^ but that having written one play so well, he did not 
write mora Had he so elected to do, indeed, the See of 
Bath and Wells might not have seen the name of Still 
in its Catena Bpitecporum, but the other prelate would, 
doubtless, have done his duty, and English readers 
would have been amused with further Gammer Gurtona. 
'^ Gammer Gurton's Needle," acted at Christ's College, 
Cambridge, in 1566, '' has," writes Mr Collier, '< this 
peculiarity belonging to it, that it is the first existing 
play acted at either university ; and it is a singular coin- 
cidence, that the author of the comedy so represented 
should be the very person who, many years afterwards, 
when he had become Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge, 
was called upon to remonstrate with the Ministers of 
Queen Elizabeth against having an English play per^ 
formed before her at that university, as unbefitting its 
learning, dignity, and character."^ Of the play itself 
Hailitt writes : *' It is a regular comedy in five acts, 
built on the circumstance of an old woman having lost 

^ ^ ■■M-M. I *- 

' "Annals of the Stage/' ii. 463. 
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her needle, which throws the whole vilLige into confu- 
sion, till it is at last providentially found sticking in an 
unlucky part of Hodge's dress. This must evidently 
have liappened at a time when the manufacturers of 
Sheffield and Birmingham had not reached the height 
of perfection which they have at present done. Suj)- 
poee that there is only one sewing-needle in a parish, 
that the owner, a diligent, notable old dame, loses it ; 
that a mischief-making wag sets it about that another 
old woman has stolen this valuable instrument of house- 
hold industry ; that strict search is made in-doors for it 
in vain, and that tlien the incensed parties saUy forth 
to scold it out in the open air, till words end in blows, 
and the affair is referred over to higher authorities ; and 
we shall have an exact idea (though perhaps not so 
lively a one) of what passes in this authentic document 
between Qammer Gurton and her gossip Dame Chat ; 
Diccon, the bedlam (the causer of these harms) ; Hodge, 
Qammer Gurton*s servant ; Tib, her maid ; Cock, her 
prentice boy ; Doll ; Scapethrift ; Master BaiUie, his 
master ; Doctor Rat, the curate ; and Gib the cat, who 
may be fairly reckoned one of the dramatis penontBf 
and performs no mean part*' ''Sudi," observes the 
same critic, further on, characterising the comedy, '* Such 
was the wit, such was the mirth of our ancestors — 
homely, but hearty ; coarse, perhaps, but kindly ; let 
no man despise it ; for ** evil to him that evil thinks." 
To think it poor and beneath notice, because it is not 
just like ours, in the same sort of h}^rcriticism that 
was exercised by the periion wlio refused to read some 
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old books because they were *' such very poor spelling." 
The meagreness of their literary or their bodily fare 
was at least relished by themselves ; and this is better 
than a surfeit or an indigestion. It is refreshing to look 
out of ourselves sometimes, not to be always holding 
the glass to our own peerless perfections ; and as there 
is a dead wall which alvrays intercepts the prospect of 
the future from our view (all that we can see beyond it 
is the heavens), it is as well to direct our eyes now and 
then without scorn to the page of history, and repulsed 
in our attempts to penetrate the secrets of the next six 
thousand years, not to turn our backs on old long syne.^ 

This entertaining old piece is mentioned in '* Histrio- 
mastix," 1610, act ii (sign. C. 3), under the title of 
^ Mother Qurton*s Needle," and in burlesque it is there 
called " a Tragedy." 

The present edition of ** Gammer Qurton's Needle " 
ia printed from that of 1576. 



1 " Lectures on the DFunatic Literatare of the Age of 
Eliabetb,** 1820, p. 208. 



THE NAMES OF THE SPEAKEBS IN THIS 

COMEDY. 



^ 



^ 



Diooos^ ike Btdltm,* 

HoDOi, OawMter Oitrtoii*M 
SerranL 

/ Tib, (rdimicr OurUm*$ 
Maid. 

Oammeb Ourtoh. 

Cock, Oawtrntr Gvrton'M Boy. 



I Dami Chat. 

DocTOB Rat, fAe OmrmU, 

Master Bailt. 

Doll, Damt Ckmfi Maid. 

SOAPITHBIFT, Miukr 
BaUy'9 ServanL 

Mviei. 



^ The ancient abbreyUtion of Richard. 

' After the diBsolution of the religious lioiiseB where the 
poor of every denomination were provided for, there was for 
many years no settled or fixed provision made to supply the 
want of that care, which those bodies appear always to have 
taken of their distressed brethren. In consequence of tl|it 
neglect, the idle and dissolute were suflfered to wander about 
the country, assuming such characters as they imagined 
were most likely to insure success to their frauds, and 
security from detection. Among other disguises, many 
affected madness, and were distinguiBhed by the name of 
Bedlam Bcggari. These are mentioned by Sdgar in " King 
Lear : "— 

" The coantry fires me proof and precedenft, 
Of bedlam beggars who, with roarLnf roioes, 
Strike in their numbed and mortified bare annt, 
Pins, wooden pricks, nails, sprigs of rosemaiy. 
And with this horrible object tnm tow Ikrms, 
Poor pelting Tillages, sheepootes, and mills. 
Sometime with lunatic bans, sometimes with pn^an, 
Enforce their charity.** 

In Dekkcr's *' Belman of London" [1608] all the difierent 
species of beggars are enumerated. Amongst the rest 
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mentioned ** Tom of BedUun's " band of madcaps, oiherwiae 
called Poor Tom's flock of wild geese or hair-brains, are 
called Abraham men. An Abrsham man is afterwards 
described in this manner : " Of all the mad rascalls (that 
are of this wing) the Abrakam-man is the most phantastick. 
The fellow (quoth this old lady of the Lake mto me) that 
sat halfe naked (at table to day) from the girdle Tpwixd, is 
the best Abrakam^man that eaer came to mj house, k the 
notablest rillaine : he sweares he hath bin in bedlam, and will 
talke fiantickly of purpose : you see pinns stuck in sundry 

E laces of his naked flesh, especiaUy in his armes, which paine 
ee gladly puts himselfe to (beeing indeede no torment at 
all, his skin is either so dead with some fowle disease, or so 
hardened with weather) onley to make you beleeue he is out 
of his wits: he calls himselfe by the name of Poare Taw^ 
and commiog neere any body cryes out, Poors Tom is a cold. 
Of these Abraham-wien, some be exceeding mery, and doe 
nothing but sing songs, fiwhioned out of their owns braines, 
some will dance ; others will doe nothing but either laugh 
or weepe ; othen are dogged, and are sullen both in looke 
and speech, that, spying but small company in a house, thev 
boldly and bluntly enter, compelling the seruants throujrh 
feare to giue them what they demaund, which is commonly 
hacom, or something that will yielde readr mony." [Edit. 
1608, sign. D 2.] Of this respectable fraternity Diccon 
seems to hare be^ a member. Massinger mentions them 
in '* A New Way to Pay Old Debts,'' act ii., sc 1: "Are 
they padders^ or Abmkam-fiun, that are your consorts f " 



\. 



PROLOGUE 

As Gammer Gurton,'with many a wide stitch, / 
\ \ Sat piecing and patching of Hodge her man's breech, 7^ 
By chance or misfortune, as she her gear toss'd, 3 
In Hodge leather breechea.her needle she lost c^ 
When Diccon the Bedlam had heard by report, 6 ^ 
That good Gammer Gurton was robbed in this sort, ^ 
He quietly persuaded with her in that stound, 7. 
Dame Chat, her dear gossip, this needle had found. ^ 
Yet knew she no more of this matter (alas), f 
Than knoweth Tom our clerk what the priest/^ 
' saith at mciss. 

Hereof there ensued so fearful a fray, '' 

Mas. Doctor was sent for, these gossips to stay ; / '^ 
Because he was curate and esteemed full wise, / 3 
Who found that he sought not, by 'Diccon's devica /cf^ 
When all things were tumbled and clean out of / $^ 

fashion, 
Whether it wore by fortune, or some other con- /(o 

stellation. 
Suddenly the needle Hodge found by the pricking, / 7 
And drew it out of his buttock, where he found it / ^ 

sticking. 
Tlieir hearts then at rest with j)erfect security, / 9 
With a pot of good nalo they struck up their >/!, 

plaudity. 
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THE FIRST ACT. 

THE FIRST SCENE. 

DiCCON. Many a mile have I walkeil divers and / . 

sundry ways, 
And many a good man's house have I been at in %. 

my days, 
Many a gossip's cup in my time have I tasted, ^ - 

And many a broach and spit have I ]x)th turned 

and basted, 
Many a piece of bacon have I had out of their 
• balks,! 
In running over the country with long and weary r 

walks. 
Yet came my foot never witliin those door cheeks, "7 
To seek flesh or fish, garlick, onions, or leeks, 
That ever I saw a sort in such a plight,^ 



1 The summer beam or dorman. Poles laid over a stable 
or other building. — Say's " CollecUoQ of English Words," 
pi 107. 

* A wari is a company. So in Jonson's " Every man ont 
of hiallamonr," act ii., sc. S : ** I speak it not gloriously, 
nor oni of affectation, but there *s he and the count Frugale, 
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As here within this house appeareth to my sight, /^ 
There is howling and scowlmg, all cast in a dump, ' ' 
With whewling and puling, as though they had 

lost a trump. /-v 

Sighing and sobbing, they weep and they wail. / 3 . 
I marvel in my mind what the devil they aiL / ./^. 
The old trot sits groanine with alas and alas,^ / :> 
And Tib wrings her handis and takes on in worse 

case. ;(> ■ 
With poor Cock their boy, they be driven in such 

fits, I -J 

Bgnior Illostre, sig^ior Laenlenio, and a tort of them,*' ftc. 
Alto, in NMh'B ''Pierce Pennileese,*' 1592, p. 6, ''I know a 
g^reat tart of good fellows that would ventare," Ac, Again, 
in the '* Vocacyon of Johan Bale/' 1538: *« In parell of 
pyrates, robbers, and mnrthirora, and a great $orl more." 
And in Skel ton's Works, edit. 1786, p. 186— 

" Another jorie of slnttes 
Some brought walnatea.'* 

See also Dr Johnson and Mr Steevens's Notes on Shak- 
speare, Vol. III. p. 69. 

^ An old irot or trot, Dr Grey says, rignifiet adecrepid old 
woman or an old drab. In which sense it is nsed in Oawin 
Douglas' Virgil, B. iv. p. 96, 97— 

** Out on the Ud trot ftgit wjttt or (Umo." 

And p. 122, 39 : 

"ThoB saith Dido, and the tother with that, 
Hjit or fkirth with slow pase like one trot.'* 

And Shakspeare; " Why give her gold enough, and marry 
him to a puppet, aglet biib^% or an old trot with ne*er a 
tooth in ner head" {Tamtng of the Shrew, aet i., so. 6 ; 
Critical Notes on Shakspeare, Vol. I. p. 118.) It is also used 
by Churchyard — 

*' Away young Frie that giyes leawd couniel, nowe. 
Awaie old (roUf, that leta young flesh to sale^** Ac. 

-Cialltnoet UW. p. 260. 
And by Gascoignc : 

' Goe|: that gunne pouder consume the old trotte / " 

-Sut>poM, act iii., sc. 6. fllaalltt'aedit i. 230] 

Again, in Nash's "Lenten Stuff/' 1599: ''A cage or 
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I fear me the folks be not well in their wits. 
Aflk them what they ail, or who brought them in 

this stay f / f 
They answer not at all, but alack and wellaway. 
When I saw it booted not, out at doors I hied me, > ^ 
And caught a slip of bacon, when I saw none spie<l 

me, 
Which I intend not far hence, unless my purpose 

fail, 
Shall serve me for a shoeing horn to draw on two 

pots of ale.^ 



z 



> 



THE FIRST ACT. 
ths secx)nd scene. 

Hodge, Diccon. 

HoDOE. See, so cham arrayed ^ with dabbling in /. 
the dirt ! 

She that set me to ditching, ich would she had the . 

squirt ^ 

pigeon house, roomiome enough to comprehend her, and 
the toothlen trot her nurse, who wm her only chat mate 
and chamber maid," Ac. 

See alflo Mr Steerenss Notes on Shakspcarc, Vol. II. p. 1^3. 

^ So in Nash's " Pierce Pennilesse," p. 23, ** we have 
generall mlet and injunctions as good as printed precepts, 
or statutes set downe by acte of parliament, that goe from 
dnnkard to drunkard as still to keepe your first man, not 
to leave anie flodLCS in the bottom of the cup, to knock the 
glasae on your thambe when you have done, to have some 
sAoortN^ kome to pull on your wine, as a rasher of the coles, 
or a redde herring." Again in Nash's *' Lenten Stuff," 
15M, " which being double roasted, and dried as it is, not 
only sucks up all the rheumatick inundations, but is a 
tkKmg kom wt a pint of wine overplus." 

> [Soiled.] 
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Was never poor soul that such a life hail I 3 
Gog's boneSy this vilthy glay has dress'd me too 

haci y: 

Gog's soul, see how this stuff tears ! ^. 

Ich were better to be a bearward, and set to keep 

bears. 6 . 

By the mass, here is a gash, a shameful hole in- 
deed, 't' 
And one stitch tear fiirther, a man may thrust in 

his head. y • 

DiCGON. By my father's soul, Hodge, if I should 

now be sworn, ? • 

I cannot choose but say thy breech is foul betom. / <''. 
But the next remedy in such a case and hap /^ ' 
Is to planch ^ on a piece as broad as thy cap. ; 2 ' 
Hodge. Gog's soul, man, 'tis not yet two days 

fully ended, / 9 . 

Since my dame Gurton (cham sure) these breeches 

amended. /*f . 

But cham made such a dni<lge to trudge at every ^ 

need, /3 . 

Chwold rend it, though it were stiched with sturdy 

packthread. /6 • 

DiccoN. Hodge, let thy breeches go, and speak 

and tell me soon, ^7. 

What devil aileth Gammer Gurton, and Tib her 

maid to frown. (^. 

Hodge. Tush, man, th'art deceived, 'tis their 

daily look: (<f , 



^ A jdanch is a plauk of wood. To planch therefore is a 
verb formed from it. See "Measure for Measnre,'* Vol. II., 
edit 1778, p. 106.— 5. 

The above note but ill explains its meaning; the word 
will be better illustrated by the following description of the 
fortification of Ypres by Ilolinshcd : " It was feiised with a 
mighty rampirc and a thlcke hedge, trimlie plantked, and 
woond with thornca," &c— C/*ron. 2. 759. JSiA 1S07. -0,0. 
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They cow'r * so over the coals, their eyes be bleared 
with smoke. ^ • 

Di0CX)N. Nay, by the mass, I perfectly perceived 
as I came luther, ^ ^ 

That either Tib and her dame hath been by the 

ears together, P- > • 

Or else as great a matter, as thou shalt shortly see. -y 3 
Hodge. Now ich beseech our Lord they never . ^ 
better agree. ^^• 

DiGCON. By Gog's soul, there they sit as still as 
stones in the street ; ^ ' 

As though they had been taken with fairies, or else ^^z 
with some ill-spreet 
Hodge. Gog's heart, I durst have laid my cap ^ 
to a crown, ^ ' 

Ch'would learn of some prancome, as soon as ich ^^ 
came to town. ^^ ' 

DiccoN. Why, Hodge, art thou inspired? or - ^ 

didst thou thereof hear ? 
Hodge. Nay, but ich saw such a wonder, as ich 
saw nat this seven year. %q 



^ This is the reading of the first edition, which in all the 
tahseqoent ones is very improperly altered to cover. To 
cower, 18 to bend, stoop, hang, or lean over. See Beaumont 
and Fletcher's ** Monsieur Thomas," acL iv., sc. 6, and Nash's 
"Pierce Pennilesse," 1692, p. 8. 

Again— 

"He much njoytt, and eour'd it tenderly, 
At chicken newly hatcht, fh>m dreaded destixiT." — 

Spenier'f Fair^ Queen, B. ii., c. 8. sc 9. 

So in Shakspeare'8 "King Henry VI.'' Part II. vol. vi., 
p. 802, edit 1778— 

'*T1ie fplittlnf rooks eowr^d in the sinking sand."— iS^. 
Again— 



*' As thos he spake, each bird and beast behold 
Approaching two and two, these oow'ring low 
With blandishment, each bird stoop'd on his wing." 

—Paradiie LoH, B. viii., 1. 349. 

VOL. III. M' 



178 QAMMER GURTON'S NEEDLE. 

Tom Tankard's cow (by Gog's bones) she set me 

up her sail, 3 / 
And flinging about nis halse aker,^ Asking with her 

tail, 3 > 
As though there had been in her arse a swarm of 

bees ; 3 'b 
And chad not cried tphrowh, whore, shea'd leapt 

out of his lees. A cJ^ 
DICCON. Why, Hooge, lies the cunning in Tom 

Tankard's cow's tail I 3 ^ 
HoixiE. Well, ich cliave heard some say such 

tokens do not fail. 3 ^ 
But ca'st thou not tell, in faith, Diccon, why she 



frowns, or whereat % 'b 1 

lucKS 
Gibhercati" ^Y 



Hath no man stolen her ducKS or hens, or gelded 



Diccon. What devil can I t^U, man, I could not 
have one word, J f 
They gave no more heed to my talk than thou 
wouldst to a lord. . y> ^ 
Hodge. Ich cannot skill but muse, what mar- 
vellous thing it is : Y? 
Chill in and know myself what matters are amiss. T^- 
Diccon. Then farewell, Hodge, a while, since 
thou dost inward haste, vo 

For I will into the good wife Chat's, to feel how 

the ale doth taste. ^^ 



^ I believe we ahould read halst anchor^ or anker, as it was 
anciently spelt; a naval phrase. The Aa/s^ or ^a/«fr was a 
particular kind of cable. Sbakspeare, in his *' Antony and 
Cleopatra, has an image similar to this — 

'< The briie upon her, like a eow in June, 
HoUU taU andJliur—S. 

' Qib was the name by which all male or ram cats were 
I distinfin^ishcd. See Warton's Note on the "First Part of 
Henry IV.," act I, sc. 2. 
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THE FIRST ACT. 

the third scene. 
Hodge, Tib. 

Hoi>GK Cham aghast, by the mass, ich wot not / 

what to do. 
Chad need bless me well, before ich go them to. > - 
Perchance some felon sprit may haunt our house 

indeed. ^ • 

And then chwere but a noddy to venture, where cha' , 

no need. t^ 

Tib. Cham worse than mad, by the mass, to be ^^ 

at this stay, 
Cham chid, cham blam*d, and beaten all th' hours on 6 

the day. — 

Lamed and hunger-star\'ed, pricked up all in jags, A. 
Having no i)atch to hide my back, save a few rotten ^ 

rags. 
HoDGE. 1 say, Tib, if thou be Tib, as I trow V 

sure thou be. 
What devil make-a-do is this between our dame /O 

and thee 1 
Tib. Gog's bread, Hodge, thou had a good turn, // 

thou wert not here this while. 
It had been better for some of us to have been / "^^ 

hence a mile. 
My gammer is so out of course, and frantic all at / ^ 

once, 
That Cock our boy and I, poor wench, have felt it / i/- 

on our bones: 
Hodge. Wliat is the matter, say on, Tib, whereat /J 

she taketh so on ) 
Tib. She is undone ; she saith (alas) her joy and /^ 

life is gone. 
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If she hear not of some comfort, she saith she is 

but dead, / / 
Shall never come within her lips one inch of meat 

ne l>reAd. / ^ 

* 

Hodge. By'r lady, cham not very glad to see 
her in this dumj) ; / 9 
Chold a noble her stool hath fallen, and she hath 
broke her rump. jp^ 
Tib. Nay, and that were the worst, we would 
not greatly care, 2^ / 
For bursting^ of her huckle-bone or breaking of 

her chair, ^ 1^ 

But greater, greater is her grief, as, Hodge, we 
diall all feeL >^3 
Hodge. Gog's wounds, Tib, my gammer has 

never lost her nee'le ? ^-y 
Tib. Her nee'ie ! ^ ^ 

Hodge. Her nee'le 1 ^ ^ 
Tib. Her nee'lej-bjFJum that made me, it is 

true, Hodge, I tell thee. 
Hodge. Gog's sacrament ! I would she had lost 
th' heart out of her belly. 
Thedevilorelsehisdame,theyoughthersureashame, >- / 
How a murrion came this chance, (say, Tib) unto 

our dame % ^ 



^1 



1 i.e., Breaking. See Note on '< King Henry IV.," Part 
II., edit. 1778, vol. v., p. 587.-5. 

From the following passage, in a letter from Mr Sterne, 
dated August 11, 1767, it appears that the word was then 
still used in the same sense among the common people in 
the north of England. "My postilion has set me a-ground 
for a week, by one of my pistols bursting in his hand, which 
he, taking for granted to be quite shot off, he instantly fell 
upon his knees, and said, * Our Father which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,* at which, like a good Christian, he 
stopped, not remembering any more of it ; the affair was 
not so bad as he at first thought, for it has only hwrUen two 
of his fingers, he says." 
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Tib. My gammer sat her down on her pes,^ and ^ ( 

bad me reach thy breeches, 
And by and by, a vengeance in it, ere she had take 3 'z^ 

two stitches, 
To clout a clout upon thine arse, by chance aside 3 s 

she leers, 
And Gib our cat in the milk-pan she spied over ^ V 

head and ears. 
Ah whore, out these, she cried aloud, and swept ^ ^ 

the breeches down, 
Up went her staff, and out leapt Gib at doors into 3 io- 

the town. 
And since that time was, never wight could set 3 7- 

their eyes upon it. 
Grog's malison chave Cock and I bid twenty ^ o- 

times light on it.^ ^ ^ 

Hodge. And is not then my breeches sewed up, ^ 7 * 

to-morrow that I should wear 1 
Tib. No, in faith, Hodge, thy breeches lie, for 

all this never the near. 
Hodge. Now a vengeance light on all the sort, 

that better should have kept it ; 
The cat, the house, and Tib our maid, that better 

should have swept it. 
See where she cometh crawling ! come on, in 

twenty devils' way ; 
Ye have made a fair day's work, have you not, V^ 

pray you say ? 



THE FIRST ACT. 
the fourth scene. 
Gammer, Hodge, Tib, Cock. 
Gammer. Alas, alas, I may well curse and ban / 

1 (Haanch. See Halliwell's « Diet v. Peaate.'! 
' t.e., God*B curse. Olosuiy ^ Peter Langtoft 



/ ■ • 
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This (lay, that ever I saw it, with Gib and the 2^ 

milk-pan. 
For these and ill luck together, as knoweth Cock 
my boy, ^ 

\ Have stack ^ away my dear nee*lo, and robbed me u^ 
^ of my joy. 

My fair long straight neele, that was mine only ^ 

treasure, 
The first day of my sorrow is, and last end of my . 
l)leasure. 
UoDGE (aside). Might ha' ke2)t it, when ye had y 
it ; but fools will be fools still : 
Lose that is vast in your hands I yo need not, but y 

GAMME^^oJu^^ilff^nD; and nm, thou. whore, i 
to the fB^iere of the town. 
Didst carry out dust in thy lap 1 seek where thou , ^ 

pourest it down ; 
And as thou sawest me raking in the ashes where m 

I mourned. 
So see in all the heap of dust thou leave no straw '' ^ 
unturned. 
Tib. That chall, Gammer, swyth and tite,* and / J 

soon be here again. 
Gammer. Tib, stoop and look down to the / v- 

ground to it, and take some pain. 
Hodge. Here is a pretty matter, to see this gear / ^ 
how it goes : 

^ Mr Dodsley, in the former edition, reads todbe. 
• Swiftly and directly — 

Kyng Estmere threwe the harpe asyde 

ADd twitk he drew his brand ; 

And Bstmere h« and Alder yonge, 

Right stifle in stour can stand. 

— Peroj'8 RHiqua of Ancient Po^rjf, 
[Rl. 1766] Tol. I, p. 75. 

Uence noythe to Doctor Rat hie thee, that thou were frone. 

—Act iii., 80. 3. 

Thou Shalt And lying an loch of white tallow candle. 
Light it, and bring it tUe away. 

—Act!., sc. 4. 
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By Gog's soul, I think you would lose your arse, 

and it were loose. 
Your nee'le lost ? it is pity you should lack care 

and endless sorrow. 
Gog*s death, how shall my breeches be sewed f 

Shall 1 go thus to-morrow] 
Gaaimer. Ah, Hodge, Hodge, if that ich could 

find my nee'le, by the re<^d, 
Ch'ould sew thy breeches, ich promise thee, with 

full good double thread. 
And set a patch on either knee should last this 

moneths twain, 
Now God and good Saint Sithe, I pray to send it 

home - again. 
Hodge. Whereto served your hands and eyes, 

but this your nee'le to keep 1 
What devil had you else to do? ye keep, ich wot, 

no sheep. 
Cham fain abroad to dig and delve, in water, mire, 

and clay, 
Sossing and possing in the dirt still from day to 

day. 
A hundred things that be abroad cham set to see 

them well : 
And four of you sit idle at home, and Cannot keep 

a nee'le ! 
Gammer. My nee'le, alas, ich lost it, Hodge, what 

time ich me up hasted. 
To save milk set up for thee, which Gib our cat 

hath wasted. 
Hodge. The devil he burst both Gib and Tib, 

with all the rest ; 
Cham always sure of the worst end, whoever have ^ 

the best. 



^ Perhaps a corruption of Saint Swithin. — S. 
' Mr Dodsley roads, hack again. 
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^Vhe^e ha' you been fidging abroad, since you your j* 
nee'le lost 1 
Gammer. Within tlie house, and at the door, ^ iS 
sitting by this same post ; I ^ 

Where I was looking a long hour, before these 3 5 

folks came here ; ^^ 

But, wellaway ! all was in vain, my nee'le is never "^ ^ 
the near. 
Hodge. Set me a candle, let me seek, and o / 
grope wherever it be. • y 

Clog's heart, ye be foolish (ich think), you know it ^ '^ 
not, when you it see. 
Gammer. Come hither. Cock : what. Cock, I say. '3 1 
Cock. How, Gammer? 

Gammer. Go, hie thee soon, and grope behind *r^ 
the old brass pan. 
Which thing when thou hast done, V/ 

There shalt thou find an old shoe, wherein, if thou «^ i^ 

look well. 
Thou shalt find lying an inch of white tallow */'3 
candle ; ^ ^ 

Light it, and bring it tite away. _x.^ 

Cock. That shall be done anon. ^^ 

Gammer. Nay, tarry, Hodge, till thou hast light, -/^ 

and then we'll seek each one. 
Hodge. Come away, ye whoreson boy, are ye ^ / 

asleep ) ye must have a cni^r. 
Cock. Ich cannot get the candle light : here is ^ y^ 

almost no fire. 
Hodge. Chill hold thee a penny, chill make thee /- y 
come, if that ich may catch thine ears. 
Art deaf, thou whoreson boy 1 Cock, I say; why, S"^ 
canst not hear ? 
Gammer. Beat him not, Hodge, but help the ^^'f 
boy^ and come you two together. 
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THE FIRST ACT. 
the fifth scene. 

Gammer, Tib, Cock, Hodge. 

Gammer. How now, Tib ! quick, let's hear what / 

news thou hast brought liither ] 
Tib. Chave tost and tumbled yonder heap over ^ 
and over again. 
And winnowed it through my fingers, as men ^ 

would winnow grain ; 
Not so much as a hen's turd, but in pieces I tare it ^ 
Or whatsoever clod or clay I found, I did not spare 6 '^ 

it. 
Looking within and eke without, to find your j^ 

neele (alas) 
But all in vain and without help your nee'le is / 
where it was. 
Gammer. Alas, my neele, we shall never meet ! 5^ 

adieu, adieu, for aye. r 

Tib. Not so, Gammer, we might it find, if we / 

knew where it lay. 
Cock. Gog's cross. Gammer, if ye will laugh, j r\ 
look in but at the door, 
«• And see how Hodge lieth trembling and tossing / ( 

amids the flour. 
Ilaking there some fire to find among the ashes dead, f "^ 
Where there is not one spark so big as a pin's / 3 
head : 
. At last in a dark comer two sparks he thought he t ^ 
( sees. 

Which were indeed nought else but Gib our cat's / ^ 

two eyes. 
Puff, quod Hodge, thinking thereby to have fire /-6 
. without doubt ; 



\ 



f 
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With that Gib shut her two eyes, and so the fire / y 

was out ; / 

And by and by them opened, even as they were / .) 

before, 
With that the sparks appeared even as they had / / 

done of yore ; - 
I ' And even as Hodge blew the fire (as he did think), ^ 

' clu( ''<-■; ' Gib, as she felt the blast, straightway began to ^ f 
\\ wink ; 

Till Hodge fell of swearing, as came best to his > /^ 

turn, . 

The fire was sure bewitch'd, and therefore would ^-3 

not burn : 
At last Gib up the stairs, among the old posts and ^/^ 

pins, -^ 

And Hodge he hied him after, till broke were both >^ -> 

his snins : 
Cursing and swearing oaths were never of his ^^ 

making. 
That Gib would fire the house, if that she were oi- / 

not taken. . 

Gammer. See, here is all the thought that the ^ ^ 

foolish urchin taketh ! 
And Tib, me-think, at his elbow almost as merry -^/ 

maketh. 
This is all the wit ye have, when others make their 5 ^ 

moan : . 

Come down, Hodge, where art thou ] and let the ^ i 

cat alone. 
Hodge. Gog's heart, help and come up : Gib in 3 ^ 

her tail hath fire. 
And is like to bum all, if she get a little higher. ^ ^ 

Come down (quoth you ]) nay, then you might -. u^ 

count me a patch,^ ' ' 



' '' This term," says Mr Malone, "came into use from the 
name of a celebrated fool. Thii I learn from Wilson's 
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The house cometh down on your 'heads, if it take 5 ^ " 

once the thateh. . 

Gahuer. It is the cat's eyes, fool, that shineth 3 * 

iu thfi dark. 
Hodge. Hath the cat, do you think, in every 3 7 

eye a spark 1 
Gammer. No, but they shine as like fire as ever 3 * 

man see. _ „ 

Hodge. By the mass, and she bum all, yon sh' ^ f 

bear the blame for me. ^ 

Gammer. Come down and help to aeek here our Y"*^ 

uee'le, that it were fouud ; 
Down, Tib, on (Ay knees, I say, down, Cock, to the *^/ 

ground. 



'Art of Rhotorique,' 15S3 : 'A ward making, •»U«U of the 
Oreciiknfl UDomBlopiea, ia when we mnke wordH of our own 
mind. Buch ^ be derived from the nature of things,' aa to 
call one pilthi, or cunlaon, whom we eee to do a thing 
fnoligblfi tHJcaaae tbeee two iu their time were notuble 

" Prabahly the dress which (he ceiebrated pafcA wore waa 
in allulion t<i hia name, patched or parti, col oared. Ucnee 
the etagc-foal hae ever aiace been eihibiied in a motlx^r 
coat. In Howley's ' When joa we me, jou know me, 
Cardinal WolBaja fool PaUh ie introduced. Pcrhapg ho 
waa tlie original pafcA of rhom Wilson Bpeaka."-^Note on 
"Merc-bant of Veiiiee.".cl ii., ne. fi. 

In Chaloner'a tranalatlon of the "Praise of Folly," by 
Eraimua, IfilU. ia the following pasaage : " And by the 
fayelh ye owe to the immorlal godda. may uny thing to an 
indifferent conBtderer tie deemed more happie and blisfal 
than ia tbia kinde of men whome commonly ye call foolea, 
poltea, ideolen, and pacAei ! " 

Again, " I have Bubtraied these my selie jiiuha, who not 
onelye themselTea are ever mery, playing, singing, and 
laughyng, hut alao whatever Ibey doo, are prorokers of 
others lykewyae to pleasure, eporle, and laughter, aa who 
(syelh ordeyned herelore by Ibe Godds of theyr lieQCTolence 
to ncreita the aadnene of mens lyvea." 
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To God I make a vow, and so to good Saiiit *7 / 

Anne,^ 
A candle shall they have a-piece, get it where I <-j 

can, 
If I may my nee'le find in one place or in other. ^/^ 
HoDGK Now a vengeance on Gib light, on Gib i/-t 
and GiVs mother. ^ 

And all the generation of cats both far and near. /X 
Look on the ground, whoreson, thinks thou the ^ i 
nee'le is here ? y 

r Cock. By my troth. Gammer, me-thought your V^ fl 

nee'le here I saw. 
But when my fingers touched it, I felt it was a f . 
straw. 
Tib. See, Hodge, what's t'is; may it not be ^^ 

within it 1 
Hodge. Break it, fool, with thy hand, and see, .. / 

and thou canst find it 
Tib. Nay, break it you, Hodge, according to j «^ 

your wonl. ^5, 

Hodge. Gog's sides, fie ! it stinks : it is a cat's «.^ "^ 
. \ . c turd : ^ 

It were well done to make thee eat it, by the ^ *^ 
mass. ^ ^ 

GA3IMER. This matter amendeth not, my needle ^ ^ 
is Still where it was. 
Our candle is at an end, let us all in quite, ^ ^ 

And come another time, when we have more light. *^"" ) 

' Iq all cases of distress, and whenever the assistance of 
a superior power was necessary, it was usual with the Roman 
Catholics to promise their tutelary saints to light up candles 
at their altars, to induce them to be propitious to such 
applications as were made to them. The reader will see a 
Tory ridiculous story of this kind in the first volume of 
Lord Oxford's " Collection of Voyages/' p. 771, quoted in 
Dr Qrey's " Notes on Shakspeare," vol. i. p. 7. Erasmus 
has a story to the same purpose in his *' Naufragium.'* 
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THE SECOND ACT. 
First a SONG.^ 

Bcuk and tide go hare, go barCy /. 

Both foot and hand ao cold : ^ . 
But, helly, God send thee good ale enough, 3 

Whether it be new or old^ ,^^ 

I cannot eat but little meat,jl ^ 

Ml/ stomach is not good; ^- "^ 

But sure I think, that j\in drink ^ ^ 

Witli him that wears a hotML^ ^ y^ 
Thowgh I go bare, take ye no catx^ Q 9^ 

I am nothing a',sgldl^ * y^ ^ 

/ stuff my skin so full wUhin , // 

0/ Jolly good ale and oJIL / 1^ 

Back and side go bare, go^re^ / J5 

Both foot and hand go cfld : 1 ^ 
But, belly, God send tJtee m33 ale enough, /^'^ 

Wlieth^ it be new or old^ /^ 

/ love no ro€ut but a nut-broum toast,^ I 7 

And a crab laid in the Are. / sf 

A little bread shall do meiead : ( <f. 
Much bread I not desird 



^ [Respecting this song, see Bell's " Songs from the 
Dramatists/* p. 84.] 
* Alluding to the drunkenness of the Friars. 
' So in act iii., sc. 4 — 

" A cap of ale had in his hand, and a crab lay in the Are.** 

Again — 

** Now a crab in the fire were worth a good groat^ 
That I might quaff with my Captain Tom tospot." 

— Volweiri LOtt will to Likt, 0. 2. 
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No frost nor snow, no wind, I trow, % ) • 

Can hurt me if I would; o ^ 

/ am so vfrapt, and tlionyugkly lapt ^ J: 

Of jolly good ale and old. p- ^ 



Back and sidf go bare, &c. 



>j 



And TH) my wife, that as her life ^"^ 

Lovfth well good ale to seek, ^ j 

Full oft drinks she, till ye rnay see ^ ^ 

The tears run down her ch\ek ; tL ^ 

Then doth slie trowl to me the bowl ^ -^^^ 

Eoen as a malttoorm should; 3 ( 
And saith, sweet heart, I have take my part j t 

Of this ,iolly good ale and old. x ^ 

Back and side go bare, <Sx. 



Again — 

" And sometime lurk I in a gossip's ImwL 
In veiy UkeneHit of a roasted crab." 

— Midmmm€r Xight's Dream, act ii., sc. 1. 

Upon this last passage, Mr Steevens has given the follow- 
ing examples of the use of this word — 

" Tct we will have in store a crab in the Are, 

With nut-brown ale." — Henry V., Anon. 
'* And lit down in my chaire bj^ny faire Alison, 

And turn a crabbe in the fire as merry as Pope Joan.** 

—Edwards's Daman and Pithioi. 

" Sittinir in a comer taming craft*, 
Or coughing o'er a warmed pot of ale." 

~De»eription of Christmas in Summer'* last Will 
and Testament, by Nash, ItfOO. 

^ Trotol, or trolc the howl^ was a common phrase in drinking 
for passing the vessel about, as appears by the following be- 
ginning of an old catch — 

** Trole, tttile the bowl to me. 
And I will trolt the ^(ame again to thee.** 

And in this other, in Hilton's Collection — 

•' Tom Boula, Tom Bouls, 
Seest thou not how merrily this good ale troupes f 

—Sir John Hawkins's History of Music, Vol. TIT.. 22. 
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Now let them driyik, till they nod and wink, 3 fe 

Even as good fellows should do, 3 7 

Tliey shall not miss to have the bliss 3 ^ 

Good ale doth bring men to ; 37 

And all poor soids tliat have scoured bowels, i/-rf 

Or have them histly trolVd, */ / 

God save the lives of them a$id their toivesy -/ ^ 

Whether they be young or old, y.3 

Back and side go bare, dte, . ^ y. 



THE FIRST SCENE. 
DiCCON, HODGE. 

DiccoN. Well done, by Gog's malt, well sung /. 

and well said : 

Come on, mother Cliat, as thou art a ^ true maid, 2*. 

One fresh pot of ale let 's see, to make an end, 3 

Against this cold weather my naked arms ^ to de- ^ 

fend : J, 

This gear it warms the soul : now, wind, blow on J * 

thy worst. 



Again — 

" Sirra Shftkebagge, canst thon remember 
Since we trould the bcule at Sittinfrbum. 

—Ai-den of Fivtrtkam^ 1692. 

" OiT't as wecle pledfre. nor shall a man that lives 
In charity revise it, I will not be so old 
As not he grac't to honour Capid, f^v't us ftiU. 
When we were younft. we could ha trold it off 
Drunke down a Dutchman." 

— Marston's Parasitaster or The Fvwne, act. t. 

'* Now the Clips trolf. about to wet the gossips wliistles, 
It poors down, I faith, they nerer think of payment." 

—A Ckatt Mayd in Cheap tide, p. 84. 
I Add. 
' See Dekkcr's Description of an Abraham -man, supra. 
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And let us drink and swill till that our bellies C 

burst, 
Now were he a wise man, by cunning could define 7 
Which way my journey lieth, or where Diccon y 

will dine : 
But one good turn I have, be it by night or day, ^ 
South, east, north, or west, I am never out of my / ^ 

way. 
Hodge. Chim goodly rewarded, cham I not, do '^ 

you think ] 
Chad a goodly dinner for all my sweat and swink.^ / 1^ 
Neither butter, cheese, milk, onions, flesh, nor / 3 

fish. 
Save this piece of barley-bread : 'tis a pleasant costly / <^ 

dish ! 
Diccon. Hail, fellow Ho<lge, and well* to fare ^S 

with thy meat, if you have any : /• 

But by thy words, as I them smelled, thy daintrels A^ / 

be not many. ^ 

Hodge. Daintrels, Diccon I Gog's soul, man, save f^ i 

this piece of dry horsebread. 



* To 9winh is to work or labour ; as ia Si>en8er*8 *' Fairy 
Queen," B. II., cant, yii., at 8. 

'* For which men sweat and twink incessantly.*' 
Again in " Comus," 1. 298— 

" And the iwiiikt hcdger at his supper sat.** 
AIro in Chaucer's ** Canterbury Tales," Prol., 1. 184— 

'* What Bchulde he studie. make himseWen wood, 
Uppon a book in cloystre alway to powre. 
Or tviftkt with his hands, and laboure, 
As Austin brt f how schal the world be served t 
Let Austjn hare his iwynk to him reserred." 

And in "Pierce Plowman's Vision** — 

** Hermets an heape with hoked stares. 
Wenten to Walsingham. and her wenches after. 
Great loubees and long, that loth were to twinke, 
Clothed hem In copes, to be knowen from other.'* 

• Will. 
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Chat bit no bit this livelong day, no crumb come /^ 

in my hea<l : 
My guts they yawl, crawl, and all my belly rum- / r 

.bleth, , / 

The pnddifigs o&nn6t lie still, each one over other ?^ 

tumbletli. 
By Gog's heart, cham so vexed, and in my belly V ^ 

lK?nn'd, 
Chould one piece were at the spital-house, another > ^ 

at the castle's end. 
Di(::coN. AMiy, Hodge, was there none at home 'y 3 

thy dinner for to set ] 
Hodge. Gog's bread, Diccon, ich came too late, ^-^ 

was notliing there to get : ^ 

Gib (a foul fiend might on her light) licked the ^ i 

milk-pan so clean ; , 

See, Diccon, 'twas not so well washed this seven ^^ 

year, as ich ween. 
A pestilence light on all ill-luck, chad thought yet 7^ ] 

for all this ^ 

Of a morsel of bacon behind the door at worst 3^ «» 

should not miss : 
But when ich sought a slip to cut, as ich was wont > 1 

to do, ^ 

Gog's souls, Diccon, Gib our cat had eat the bacon ^ 

too : 

[ Which bacon Diccon Bi<tlf, an is declared before, 
Diccon. Ill-luck, quod he? marry, swear it, 3 / 

Hodge, this day the truth tell. 
Thou rose not on thy right side, or else blessed 3 '^ j 

thee not well. -. --> / 

Thy milk slopped up ! thy bacon filched ! that was ^ ^ / 

too bad luck, Hodge. / 

Hodc;e. Nay, nay, there was a fouler fault, my i ^ 

Gammer ga* me the dodge : -^ 

Seest not how cham rent and torn, my heels, my 3 ^ • 

knees, and my breech ? 
vol. in. N 



•. :.i.l •JL-c-?."- k- yt. Sit:: '"T i^ fr*-. brli' 

I: -iv "it. rl .1-t' 3 ^ 

H- l-r!L b-i- - -^ -"t- :•: vH ^ 7 

Mt • iiii^rr Lin 2kTLi=.r'i :•: saj by GiwL serrcd ^/ 

!•:•»•:>. H T-. Hi-i;;*? 4^Z^ 

H'lr^ri. H'i.» ^Lr: r-'t :r r.*^. :r*:we«t cow thou, jl/u^ 

HvI-TtE. TT:-h. ::!•?., her nrt-lr. her neele, her y»^ 

Ltrlr. man : 'i:.- Lrithrr f tf-j-h Eor fish, 
A little thiiJL' wiih in hole in the end« as bright as //->^ 

aDv ^ilVr. 
SinalL long. >harp at the point, and straight as ^ / 

any pillar. 
Dif CON. I know not what a devil thoa meanest^ ^^ *^ 

thou bring'st me more in doubt. 
Hf»r»<;E. Knowest not with what Tom-tailor^s *^ ^ 

man .sits brriaching through a clout ? 
A nee'le, a neele. a neele. my Gammer's neele is ^"^ 

gone. ^ 

Dif f ON. Her nee'le : Hodge, now I smell thee ; ^"" / 

that was a chance alone : 
By th<; mas.s, thou hast a shameful loss, and it were ^ '2^ 

but for thy breeches. 
Hoik;e, Gogs soul, man, chould give a crown, "^ ^ 

cliad it but three stitches. 
Dkxon. How say est thou, Ho<lge? what should 

he have, again thy needle got 1 ^ ^ 

Hoik;h Wy rvi father's soul, and chad it, chould 6 ^ 

giv<* him a new groat. 
nict'oN. Canst thou keep counsel in this case? O i^ 
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Hodge. Else cliwold my tongue were out ' 

DiccoN. Do thou^ but then by my advice, and ^ i 

I 'will fetch it without doubt 
Hodge. Chili run, chill ride, chill dig, chill f>' J^ 

delve, . ^ 

Chill toil, chill trudge, slialt see ; '^•' 

Chill hold, chill draw, chill puU, chill pinch^ ^ I 
Chill kneel on my bare knjre ; (^ '^ 

Chill scrape, chill scratch, chill sift, chill seek, a ^ 

Chill bow, chill bend, cliill, sweat, v /^ 

Chill stoop, chill stoufTchill cap, cliill kneel, ^ '-> 

Chill creep on hands and feet ; v ^ 

Chill be thy bondman, Diccon, ich swear by sun ^ / 
and m^on, •• ^ 

And chanolot somewhat to stop this gap, cham i? o 
utterly undone. 
* \Pointinfi behind to ?iis torn breeches, 

Diccon. Why, is there any special cause thou (^ i 

takest hereat such sorrow 1 
Hodge. Kirstian Clack, Tom Simson's maid, by 
the mass, comes hither to-morrow. 
Cham not able to say between us what may hap. 
She smiled on me tlie last Sunday, when ich put of! 

my cap. 
^ Diccon. Well, Hodge, this is a matter of weight, 

and must be kept close. 
It might else turn to both our co6t«, as the world 
now goes. 2 



* Old oopv, tJian, 

« In the 14th of Queen Elizabeth, 1572. an Act of Parlia- 
ment passed, by which very heavy penalties were inflicted on 
all rogues, va^bonds, and sturdy beggars. Among others, 
who arc therein descril^ed and direct^id to l>c deemed such, 
are idle persons going about feigning themHclvcs to have 
knowledge in phisnomie, palmestrie, or other abu8e<l sciences, 
whereby they bear the people in hand that they can tell their 
destinies, deaths, and fortunes, and such other liki' fantastical 
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Shalt swear to be no blab, Hodge ? 7>> 

Hodge. Chill, Diccon. 7 ^ 

DiccoN. Then go to, 7 / 

Lay thine hand here, say after me, as thou shalt J y 

hear me do. 
Hast no book 1 7 ( ' . 

Hodge. Cha no book, I. ^ 

Diccon. Then needs must force us both, '/ ' 
\5\Hm my breech to lay thine hand, and there to j^ ^^^ 
take thine oath. ^ 

Hodge. I, Hodge breechless, ^ j 

Swejir to Diccon recldess ^> 

By the cross that I shall kiss, f ^ 

To keep his counsel close, ^ -*• 

And always me to dispose ^ i^ 

To work that his pleasure is. o o 

TZTere h^ kuaeth Diccon* s hrefrh. ^ 

Diccon. Now, Hodge, see thou take heed, 3^ 7 
And do as I thee hid ; 7 

Fo r so I judge it meet, _ f / 

Bits needle again to win, ^^ 

There is no shift therein, ^^ 

But conjure up a spreet. ^ ^ 

Hodge. What the great devil, Diccon, I say ^ ^ 5 ^ 

Diccon. Yea, in good faith, that is the w^ay, j ^ 
Fet^ with some pretty charm. 9 ; 

Hod(;e. Soft, Diccon, be not too hasty yet, 1 r 
By the mass, for ich begin to sweat, ^ f 

Cham afraid of some- harm. / "—cO 

Diccon. Come hither then, and stir thee not /^ / 
One inch out of this circle plat, /6 w 

But stand, as I thee teach. ^ (j 3 

imaginations. This etatute seems to be alluded to here by 
Diccon. and will serve to confirm the later,date of the play ; 
and at the same time prove the forgery of that assigned to 
it by Chctwood. 
* Fetched. * Old copy, tytne. 
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Hodge. And shall ich be here safe from their / ^ 
claws ] ^ 

DiocoN. The inaster-(levil with his long paws /O ^ 
Here to thee cannot reach — /P u 

Now will I settle me to tliis gear. ^ ' ^^ 

Hodge. I say, Diccon, hear rae, hear : t o T 

Go softly to this matter. /Of 

Diccon. ^^^lat devil, man, art afraid of nought \ it o 

Hodge. Canst not tarry a little thought // / 

Till ich make a courtesy of water 1 ^ / 1 '^ 

Diccon. Stand still to it, why shouldest thou // 3 
fear him 1 

Hodge. Gog*s sides, Diccon, me-think ich hear him, j I ^ 
And tarry, chall mar all. ^ 

Diccon. The matter is no worse than I told it. P ^ 

Hodge. By the mass, cliam able no longer t<> //>? 
hold it : 
So - bad, ich must beray the hall. ^^ / 

Diccon. Stand to it, Hodge, stir not, you whore- // / 
son. 
What devil, be thine arse-strings bnisten % ''J 

Thyself a while but stay, ^ ^ • 

The devil (I smell him) will be here anon. / >^ ^ 

HoiXiE. Hold him fast, Diccon, cham gone, (rliam / > > » 
gone, ^ 

Chill not be at tlmt fray. ' ^ 



THE SECOND ACT. 
the second scene. 

Diccon, Chx\t. 

Diccon. Fie, shitten knave, and out upon thee ! 
Above all oth^r louts, fie on thee ! 



^ " IH mulierefi Bolcnt ad mingendiim." — ^s:. * To. 
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Ih not here a clranly prank { ^ 
But thy matter was no lietter, -^ 
Nor thy presence here no sweeter. ^'^ 
To fly I ron^ thee thank ^ ^ ■ 

Here is a matter worthy glosing* 7 • 
()f Oammer Gurton*s needle losinj^, 7 
And a foul jiiece of wark : t • 

A man, I think, might make a play ^ ^- 
And need no word to this they say, / ' 
Being >»nt half a clerk. ' "i- • 

Sf>ft, let me alone, I will take the charge /J 
Tliis matUir furth<;r to enlarge / c^. 

Within a time short ; / i". 

If ye will mark my toys, and note, /6 • 
I will give ye leave to cut my throat / /^ 
If I make no good sport. / ^ 



* Can. 

* I con him no thanks for it, ocean in Shakspeare's " All's 
Well that Knds Well," and Mr Bteerens says it meaRS, *' I 
shall not thank him in studied language.** I meet with the 
same cxprcftsion in Nash's " Pierce Pennilcsse,** kc — 

" I beliere he wOl eon Uue liWt thanks /or U." 

Again, in •* Wily Beguiled," 1606— 

" I con matter GharmB thank* for this." 

A^in, in ^'Anything for a Quiet Life": *'He would not 
trust you with it, I con him thanks for it" 

Can or con thanks, savs the ** Glossary to the I^ncashire 
Dialect," is to give thanks ; and in that sense only the words 
attpour to be used to this day in the North of England. In 
Krasmus's " PrHiso of Folly," by Chaloner, 1549, sig. E 2 : 
" Hut in the moane while ye ought to eonnt me tfianke" &c.^ 
and sii?. 14:" Who natheless conned him (ts greate thanke" 
Ac. Again, in Nash's '* l*ierce Pennilesse," p. 28 : *•*" It is 
well doono ' to practise thy wit, but (I believe) our Lord 
will run thcr little thanko for it.'" 

' i.(*., UIoiMing or commcuting upon. So, in *' Pierce 
Plowman '* : 

*' tiliisrtl thi' (}<wi>4*l an hom iroixl liknl. 
Ki»r ooTottHW orco|»e8 roiintnir it w thei wold." 
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Damo Chat, I say, wliere be yo within 1 ' "^ • 
Chat. Who have we there maketh such a diii ] '^ * 
DiccON. Here is a good fellow maketh no great 4 /- 

danger. 
Chat. WTiat, Diccon 1 come near, ye be no ^ > . 
stranger : 
We be fast set at trump,^ man, hard by the fire ; ^^ - 
Thou shalt set on the king, if tliou come a little >- r- 
nigher. 
Diccon. Nay, nay, there is no tarrying : I must >-o^, 
be gone again ; 
But first for you in coimseP I have a word or 
twain. 

Chat. Come liither, Doll; Doll, sit down and '^ I - 
play this game. 
And as thou sawest me do, see thou do even the ^ / . 

same : 
There is five trumps besides the queen, the hind- ^ 1 , 

* most thou shalt find her. 
Take heed of Sim Glover's wife, she hath an eye ^ ^ ' 

beliind her. 
Now, Diccon, say your will ^ ^' 

Diccon. Nay, soft a little yet, J ^ - 
I would not tell my sister, the matter is so great, 3 ^ • 



There, I will have you swear by Our Dear Lady 
of Boulogne,^ 

^ Trump was a game pb^'ed with cards, as will appear hv 
the follovring passage of Dekker's *' Bellman of liondoo,^' 
1608, Big. F : **To speak of all the slighU used by Card- 
jtlayers in al sorts of Games would but wear}' you that arc 
to read, and bee but a thanklcsse and unplcasing lal)our for 
me to set them downe. Omitting therefore the dcceipts 
practised (even in the fairest & most ciuill companies) at 
Primero, Saunt, Maw, Tromp^ and such like games, I Will," 
&c. [See Nares, r. Trump.] 

^ i.f., In secrecy. See note to the ** Merry Wives of 
Windsor," edit 177S. vol. i , p. 228. -.Sf. 

^ Our dear Lady of Boulogne is no other than the imago 



3 */-. 
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Saint Dunstan and Saint Dominic, with the three 3 r" 
Kings of Cologne,^ ^ j^ 

That ye shall keep it secret 

Chat. Gog's bread, that will I do, 3 4 

As secret as mine own thought, by God and the 9 "J 
de\dl too.^ 



of -the Virgin Mary at Boulogne, which was formerly held 
in w) mnch reverence, that it was one of those to which Pil- 
grimages osed to be made. In Chaucer^s ** Canterbury 
Tales," Prol. 1. 465, describing the ^ Wife of Bath," he 
says— 

"And thrie? hadde sche ben at Jerusalem 
Sche badde passed many a stnange streem. 
At Rome sche hadde ben. and at Boltnfn^ 
In Galice at leynt Jame, and at Coloyne. " 

The Virgin Mary was the patroness of the town of Boulogne 
in a very singular manner, it being holden immediately of 
her : *' For when Kintr Lewis II., after the decease of Charles 
of Burgundy, had taken in Boulogne, anno 1477, as new 
Lord of the town (thus John de Serrcs relateth it), he did 
homage without sword or spurs Inreheaded, and on his knee, 
, before the Virgin Mary, offering unto her image an heart of 
massie gold, weighing 2000 crowns. He added also this, that 
he and his successors, kinsrs after him, should hold the county 
of Boulogne of the said Virgin, and do homage unto her 
image in the great church of the higher town dedicated to 
her name, paying at every change of a vassal an heart of 
pure gold of the same weight." — Heylin's ** Survey of 
France," 1656, p. 193. 

^ The three kings of Cologne are supposed to have l>een 
the wise men who travelled unto our Saviour by the direc- 
tion of the star. To these kings several writers have given 
the names of Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar ; but Sir 
Thomas Browne, in his " Vul^rar Errors," has a whole chapter 
concerning them, in which he doubts all the principal facts 
in the account of them. See B. vii., c. 8. The celebrated 
Thomas Coryat. when at Cologne, took some pains to collect 
many circumstances relative to these kings, with which he 
hath filled several pages of his book ; and to which thoee 
who are desirous of further information on the subject must 
be referred. 

* Two. 
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DiccoN. Here ia Gammer Gurton, your neigh- 3 i • /|, 

hour, a sad aod heavy wight, 
Her goodly fair red cock at home was stole this 5t. 

last night 
Chat. Gog's bouI ! her cock with the yellow legs, V"^- 

that nightly crowded ' so just 1 
DlUCON. ^at cook ia st^oliin- f- f ■ 

Chat. What, was he fet out of the hen's roost t 1r^>*- 
DiccoN, I cannot tell where the devil he was V-3 . 

kept under key or lock, 
^But Tib hath tickled ia Qommer's ear, that you _4^*fi— 

should steal the cock. _ 

Chat. Have I ; strong whore 1 by bread and V'J ■ 

Ba!t»— 
DiCCOtJ. What, soft, I say, be stDl : ^M 
Say not one word for all this gear. V" / 
Chat. By the mass, that I will, ^r 

I will liave the young whore by tlie head and the Y^ 

old trot by the throat. 
DiccoN. Not one word, dame Chat, I say, not i~^ 

one word for my coat. 
Chat. Shall auch a beggar's brawl* as that, ' 

thinkest thou, make me a thief f ^ 

The pox light on her whore's sides, a pestilence ^ ?■- 

and mischief \ 



■a 



' A crowd is xmaSl Eddie. Hence tLs name of (7raic<Iero, 
in Hudibran. Cromd^d raeaaB — msde a masiol aaae, — 5. 

' This oatb ocuun 1811111, act r., bc. 2— 
"Yet •hftlljrcaDdnaDltaeraighturgahii, iiyiraulaikllaXt.'' 

Krom the follawin; pusage, in Null's " Lenten Stuff)" 
\i99, it may be inFerreil tbat it wis once cuttomar)' to eat 
bread and nil prerloas l« the tthing an outh : " VeDut, for 
Hero was her Pricat, and Juno l.ucina the Midwife's Ood- 
dea*. for she waa now quickened, and caatawaj' bf the craelly 
oi jfiotna, took brtad and tail, and eat it. tiiat tbey would be 
■martl; rereugcd i>n that truculent, windv jailor," Ac, 

■ [Brai-I 
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Come out, thou hungry needy bitch ; 0, that my J'3 . 

nails be short ! 

Di(XX)N. Gog's bread, woman, hold your peace, ^^ 

this gear will else pass sport ; ^ ^ 

I would not for an hundred pound this matter 6 S^ 

should be known 
That I am author of this tale, or have abroad it ^io 

blown. 
Did ye not swear ye would be ruled, before the tale ^ 7 

I told 1 
I said ye must all secret keep, and ye said sure ye ^ ^ 
^ would. ^ ^^ 

Chat. Would you suffer, yourself, Diccon, such ^/ 
a sort to reWle you 
With slanderous words to blot your name, and so i^ 
to defile you 1 
Diccon. No, good wife Chat, I would be loth b f 
such drabs should blot my name ; 
But yet ye must so order all, that Diccon bear no 
blame. ^*t«rtvrj 

Chat. Go to, then, what is your reea,^ say on 6 ^ 
your mind, ye shall me rule herein. 

* Connsel or advice. So in act iv., sc. 2 — 
** Therefore I reei yon three, go hence and within keep close." 

Again — 

*« Well, if ye wiU be ordered and do by my rted:' 

Again, act t., ac. 2 — 
*' And where ye sat, he aald fall certain, if I would follow his reed." 

Again, in Eraamoa's " Praise of Folic," by Chaloucr, si^. 
D8 : ** Vnles perchaunce some would chuso suchc a souldiour 
aawas DemostheneSjWho folowyingArchilocua the poetea rtde, 
acarae lookynge hia enemies in the face, threw dowue hia 
ahelde and ranne awaie, as cowardly a warriour as he was a 
nryae oratour." 

The old version of the singing Psulms also begins in this 
manner — 

'* The mAD is blest thftt hath not bent 
To wicked rede hia ear. ' 



b >- 
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DiccoN. Godamercy, dame Chat, in faith thou t y 

must the gear begin : ^ 

It is twenty pound to a goose-turd my Gammer ^ ^ ' 

will not tarry. 
But hitherward she comes as fast as her legs can carry, 6 ^ . 
To brawl with you about her cock, for well I heard h ? . 

Tib say, :■' * 

The cock was roasted in your house to breakfast ^ ; _ 

yesterday : 
And when ye had the carcase eaten, the feathers -^ 7 - 

ye outflung, . -, a 

And Doll your maid the legs she hid a foot-deep in / ^ • 

the dung. . 

Chat. O gracious God, my heart it bursts ! ' ' ' 

DiccON. Well, rule yourself a space. *7 3- ' 

And Gammer Gurton, when she cometh anon into 7 3 . 

tliis place. 
Then to the quean let 's see : tell her your mind, and / ^ • 

spare not. ^ 

So shall Diccon blameless be ; and then go to, I ' ^ ' 

care not- 
Chat. Then, whore, beware her throat, I can /6. 

abide no longer : 
In faith, old witch, it shall be seen which of us two 7 ^ ' 

be stronger ; 
And Diccon, but at your request I would not stay ? ^ • 

one hour. _ 

Diccon. Well, keep it in, till she be here, and / f^ ^ 

then out let it jwur. 
In the meanwhile get you in, and make no words ^^ • 

of this ; 
More of this matter within this hour to hear you ^ ' ' 

shall not miss. 
Because I know you are my friend, hide it I could 

not doubtless : . 

Ye know youi* hann, see ye Ije wise about your own ^ ^ • 

])usine8S. 
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So fare ye well — ' ^ 

Chat. Nay, soft, Diccon, and drink : what, Doll, Ij^S"- 
I say, ^. , 

Bring here a cup of the best ale, let 's see, come ^ ^ 
quickly away. 

THE SECOND ACT. 
the third scene. 

Hodge, Diccon. 

Diccon. Ye see, masters, that one end tappM of / . 
this my short device. 
Now must we broach t'other too, before the smoke % . 

arise; 
And by the time they have a while run, ? - 

I trust ye need not crave it, j^ 

But look what lieth in both their hearts, ye are like / • 
sure to have it 
Hodge. Yea, Gog's soul, art alive yet? what iT, 

Diccon, dare ich come 1 
Diccon. A man is well hied to trust to thee, I 4 • 
will say nothing but mum. 
But, and ye come any nearer, I pray you see all be 7- 
sweet. 
Hodge. Tush, man, is Crammer's neele found ? ^^ 

that chould gladly weet.^ 
Diccon. She may thank thee it is rfot found, 9 
for if you had kept thy standing, 

i».e., Gladly know. So in Shakspeare's ''Antony and 
Cleopatnh"acti., ac 1 — 

"In which I bind. 
On pain of punishment, the vorld to weefo, 
We stand uppeerleiw." 

The [form] vtci is also iised by Spenser and Fiurfaz. 
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The devil he wmild have fet it out — ev'ii, Hmtge, ftt 
at thy commaniling. 
HoDGK. Gog'e heart! and could he tell nothing 'f' 

where the nee'le might be found I l. < 

J)iCCO[l; Ye foolish dolt, ye were to seek, ere ^ 3- ■ pT**'***^ 
'tetrad got our ground ; ,i(j5U.y "^ * 

Therefore Iiia tale so doubtful was, that I could not • . ' ' 

perceive it. oSLiatJ^ • 

HoDOE. Then ich see well something was said, / *^. 
chope one day yet to have it ^ 

But Diccon, Diccon, did not the devil cry, ho, ho, / ^ ■ 

''°'' // 

Diccon. If thou hadst tamed where thou '°- 

stood'st, thou wouldat hove said sa 
HoixJE. Durst swear of a book, cheard him /7- 

ronr, straight atler ich was ^ne ; 
But teU me, Diccon, what said the knave, let me / J*. 

hear it anon. 
Diccon. The whoreson talked to me, I know f9. 

not well of what : 
One while his tongue it ran, and paltered ■ of a cat, p^- 



' Id Ihe ancieal munililiis. mid in minyof the earliiwl en- 
lertaiumenle of the stage, the devil u introduced as a 
character, und it appears to ha'c b«en uustomary Ui bring 
hini before the audieni;e with this err of ho, Ao, As. See 
particnlBTlj the '' Devil is an Ass," by Ben JDnsou, set. i. 
ac. 1. From the following pasaagoa in "Wily Beguiled," 
160S, we Icsni the manner in whieh the character used to be 
drewed; — "Tush ! fear not tlie dodge: I'll rather put on 
my flashing red noae and fby flaming face, and come wrapp'd 
in a cairs Hkin, and ay, ha, ho' Ac. Again, "I'll put 
me on my gri^at carnal.ion nose, and wrap me in a nurain); 
valf '■ skin suit, antt come like some hoUgobtin, or some 
devil aacendcd from the grisly pit of hell ; aud like a 
acvbabe make him take his le^a: I '11 play the devil, I war- 



it ye." 



.0 Avglt with 
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Another while he stammered still upon a rat ; % /• 
Last of all there was nothing but every word, Chat, ^ y, , 

Chat ; 
But this I well perceived, before I w^ould him rid, >• 3 . 
Between Chat, and the rat, and the cat, the needle ^ y 
is hid : ^ 

Now whether Gib our cat hath eat it in her maw, >S^* 
Or Doctor Eat our curate hath found it in the %^, 

straw, 
Or this dame Chat your neighbour hath stolen it, jl7» 
God he knoweth, ^ 

^j^But by the morrow at this time we shall learn how ^^ • 
the matter goetL 
Hodge. Canst not learn to-night, man, seest not ^ J . 
what is here % 

[Pointing behind to his tomi brefches, 
DiccON. Tis not possible to make it sooner ap- 3^- 

pear. 
HoDGK Alias, Diccon, then chave no shift; but ^^ ^' 
lest ich tarry too long, 
[Willi hie me to Sim Glover's shop, there to seek 3 2^, 

for thong. 
Therewith this breech to thatch and tie, as ich ^ «j - 
may. 
Diccon. To-morrow, Hodge, if we chance to ^ >^ • 
meet, sliall see what I will say. 



" And be these jufrRling fiends no more believ'd, 
Thftt palter with us in » doable sense." 

—Macbeth, act r., sc. 8. 

In confirmation of Dr Johnson's explanation, Mr Stccrens 
produces the following instances : — 

"Now, fortune, frown, and ptt/t^r. If thou please." 

—Marius ami Sylla, 1694 

" Romans that have spoke the word. 
And will not pa/<^er." 

—En4flitkmen/or my Monqf, o. 3.— 0.0. 
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THE SECOND ACT. 

THE FOURTH SCENE, 

DiccoN, Gammer, 

DiccoN. Now this gear must forward go, for S^ ^ 

here my Gammer cometh : ^ 

Be still a while, and say nothing, make here a little 3 ^ • -2 . 

romth.^ 
Gammer. Grood lord! shall never be my luck 7 /^ ^^ 

my neele again to spy ] 
Alas the while, 'tis past my help ; where 'tis, still J ?^ ^ . 

it must lie. ^ ^ 

DiccoN. Now, Jesus, Gammer Gurton, what ^7' - • 

driveth you to this sadness ] 
I fear me, by my conscience, you will sure fall to ^^^^ ^ . 

madness. 
Gammer. Who is that? what, Diccon? cham y^/. /, 

lost, man : fie, fie. 
Diccon. Marry, fie on them that be worthy; */'^ 

but what should bo your trouble 1 ^ 

Gammer. Alas, the more ich think on it, my ' * 

sorrow it waxeth double. 
My goodly tossing- Spurrier's nee'le^ chave lost, 

ich wot not where. 
Diccon. Your nee'le ! when ? > /• 

Gammer. Myneele : alas ! ich might full ill it spare, 



z::^. 



^ I Buppose he means to say a little room, ; and therefore 
retires till Gammer Qurton has ottered her complaint— S. 

' I imacnne this word was formerly used to signify sharp. 

So in *'The Woman's Priie,'* by Beaumont and Fletcher, 

act ii., sc. 4 — 

** Thej heave je stool on stool, and fling [a-]inaln pot-lids 
Like massj rocks dart ladles, tossing irons 
And tongs like thunder-bolts, till OTerlaid 
They fall beneath the weight ** 

[Dyce's B. and F. vii., 140.] 

' The ancient spurs were fixed into straps of leather. 
Spurriers, of course, would l)e obliged to use very strong 
needles. — S. 
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As God himself lie knoweth, ne'er one Ix^side chave. 
DiccoN. If tliis 1x5 all, good Ganmier, I warrant 

you all is safe. 
Gammer. Why, know you any tidings which 

way my nee'le is gone ? 
DIUCON. Yea, that I do, doubtless, as ye shall 
hear anon, 
'A see a thing this matter toucheth >vithin these 

twenty hours. 
Even at this gate before my face, by a neighbour 

of yours ; 
She stooped me down, and up she took up a 

needle or a pin, 
I durst be sworn it was even yours, by all my 
mother's kin. 
Gammer. It was my nee'le, Diccon, icli wot ; 
for here even by this post 
Ich sat, what time as ich up st^rt, and so my nee'le ich 

lost: 
Who was it, leve son 1 ^ s^wnk, ich pray thee, and 
quickly tell me that. 
Diccon. A subtle quean as any in tliis town, 

your neighbour here, dame Chat. 
Gammer. Dame Chat ! Diccon, let me be gone : 

chill thither in post haste. 
Diccon. Take my counsel yet, ere ye go, for 
fear ye walk in waste. 
It is a nmrrain crafty drab, and froward to be 

pleas*>d. 
And ye take not the better way, your ^ needle yet 
ye lose : 

1 Who was it, dear son ? So in the ballad-poem of *' Adam 

Bell/' Ac- 

" To mjght have asked tovres and towne, 
Parkoa and forestcs plentie, 
None »o pleasaunt to my pay, vhc snid : 
Nor none W) If/e to me. •' 

[— Haxlitl's PopuJar Poetry, ii. 160. 

- Our, firet edition. 
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For when she took it up, even here before your ^ ^ 

doors : 
AVTiat, soft, dame Chat (quoth I), that same is none -S-^. 

of yours. • 

Avaunt (quoth she), sir knave, what protest thou 3 / 

of that I find ? ' 

I would thou hadst kiss'd me I wot where : (she 3 2^ 

meant I know hchind) 
And home she went as brag as it had Ix^en a i^ 

body-louse,^ 
And I after her, as bold as it had been the good- ^ 5^ 

man of the house : ^ 

But there, and ye had heard her, how she began to 3 o 

scold, 
Tlie tongue it went on patins, by him that Judas ^u 

sold! ^ 

Each other word I was a knave, and you a whore ^ - ^ 

of whores, ^^ r- 

Because I spake in your behalf, and said the nee'le ^ 

was yours. ^ ,j 

Gammer. Gog's bread ! and thinks the callet -^ ^ / 

thus to keep my neele me fro ? 



^ "As brisk as a bodv-louse was formerly proverbial." 
See Ray*8 "Proverb*,** 1742, p. 219. 

* **CaUttf a lewd woman, a drab." [See Nares, edit. 
1859, p. 128.] So in the *' SuppoBcs," by CJeo. Gaacoif^uc, 
act v., BC. 6 : " Come hither, you old kallatf you tailing 
huswife : that the deuill cut oute yuur tong." 

Again, in Jonson's *' Fox," act iv., sc. 3 — 

«'Whj, the callet 
Ton told me of here I have ta'en disgnis'd." 

CaUttt is elsewhere used for stupid, inactive— 

** Bid maadlin Uj the cloth, take up the meat ; 
Look how she stirres ; 70a sullen elfe, you cuUett, 
la this the haste yoa make T " 

—Ena^Ukmenfor my Money, 1681.— ^.r;. 

See other instances in Dr Qrey's " Notes on Shaknpearo/' 
vol. ii., p. 41. 

VOL. in. O 



210 (MMMER GURTONS NEEDLE. 

DiccoN. Let her alone, and she minds none ^ 

other, })ut oven to dress you so. 
Gammer. By the mass, chill rather spend the ^/ 
coat that is on my back. 
Tliinks the false quean hy such a sleight,^ that ^^ 2^ 
chill my nee'le Lack % 
DiccoN. Slip not your gear,^ I counsel you, but '^3 
of this take good heed, ^ 

Let not be known, I told you of it, how well 'T 
soever ye si)eed. 
Gammer. Chill in, Diccon, and clean apom to ^■. 
take, and set before me ; 
And ich may my nee'le once see, chill sure re- V^ 
member thee. 



THE SECOND ACT. 

THE FIFTH SCENE. 

Diccon. Here will the sport begin, if these two / 

once may meet. 

Their cheer, durst lay money, will prove scarcely '^ 

sweet. 

My gammer sure intends to be upon her bones 3 
With staves or with clubs, or else with cobble ^ 

stones.^ _ 

Dame Chat on the other side, if she be far behind, ^ 
I am right far deceived, she is given to it of kind.* i> 
He that may tarr>' by it a while, and that but short, 7 
I warrant him trust to it, he shall see all the sport ^ 



^ Slygh. — First edition. 
' Slept not you gere. — Fint edition. 
' Pebble-stones. A cobble in the north signifies a pebble 
To cobble is to throw stonen. See Ray. — S. 
* By nature.— *Sr. 
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Into the town will I, my friends to visit there, f 
And hither straight again to see the end of this / ^ 

gear. 
In the meantime, fellows, pipe up your fiddles : I ^ ^ 

say, take them,' 
And let your friends hear such mirth as ye can / ^ . 

make them. 



THE THIRD ACT. 

THE FIRST SCENE. 

Hodge. Sim Glover, yet gramercy ! chani / • 

meetly well-sped now, 
Th 'art even as good a fellow as ever kissM a cow. J. 
Here is a thong * indeed, by the mass, though ich 3 . 

speak it, 
Tom Tankard's great bald curtal,* I think, could f' 

not break it. 
And when he spied my need to be so straight and o 

hard, 
Hase lent me here his nawl to set the gib forward.* k» • 

^ This passage evidently shoira that mueic playing between - . r 

the acts was introduced in the earliest of our dramatic 
entertainments. 

' [Altered by Dodsley. Old edition has thing.] 

* Curtal is a smaU horte ; properly one who hath his' 
tail doclMl or eurtaUrd. So, in Dekker's " Villanies dis- 
covered by Lanthome and Candlelight," &c., 16*20, sig. H. : 
"He could shewe more crafty foxes in this wild goose 
chase, then there are white foxes in Russia; and more 
strange horse- trickes plaide by such riders, then Banket hit 
cutial did ever practise (whose gambals of the two were the 
honester)." 

* A jfiaval phrase. The gib is the gib-sail. To set a mil, 
is also the technical term. — S. 
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As for my gammer's neele the flying fiend go wi' 7 

. •*' ... <r 

Chill not now go to the door again with it to meet. 

Chould make shift good enough, and cliad a candle's ^ . 

end : 
The chief hole in my breech with these two chill / 

amend. 



THE THIRD ACT. 
the second scene. 

Gaioier, Hodge. 

Gammer. How, Hodge ! may*st now bo glad, /. 

cha news to tell thee, 
Ich know who base my neele, ich trust soon shall 2- • 

it see. 
Hodge. Tlie devil thou does ; hast heard, gam- 3 , 

mer, indeed, or dost but jest ? 
Gammer. Tis as true as steel, Hodge. Y' 

Hodge. Why, knowest well where didst lese it ? 6r, 
Gammer. Ich know who found it, and took it ^ 

up: shalt see, ere it be long. 
Hodge. God's mother dear, if that be true, fare- / • 

well both nawl and thong ! — 

But who base it, gammer, say? one chould fain ^ 

hear it disclosed. 
Gammer. That false vixen, that same dame Chat, 9 

that counts herself so honest. 
Hodge. Who told you so ] /^ - 

Gammer. Tliat same did Diccon the bedlam, / / . 

which saw it done. 
Hodge. Diccon ! it is a vengeable knave, gam- / % 

mer, 'tis a lx)nable ^ whoreson, 

^ [Abominable.] 
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Can do mo things than t)iat, els cham deceived evil : / b . 
By the mass, ich saw him of late call up a great black y ^ . 
• devil ^ 

0, the knave cried /eo, ho I he roared and he thun- / o . 

dered, 
And ye 'ad been here, cham sure you Id murrainly / -» • 
ha' wondered. 
Gammer. Was not thou afraid, Hodge, to see ^ '^ ' 
him in this place ] ^ 

Hodge. No, and chad come to me, chould have / ^* 
laid him on the face, ^ 

Chould have promised him. 
Gammer. But, Hodge, had he no horns to push? '^'^ 
Hodge. As long as your two arms. Saw ye >- / * 
never Friar Eush 
Pfvinted on a cloth with a side-long cow's tail, ^ ^_ ' 

And crooked cloven feet, and" many a hooked nail? > '^ • 
For all the world (if I should judge) chould reckon 2- y* 
him his brother : ^ 

Look, even what face Friar liush ^ had, the devil >-» 
had such another. 
Gammer. Now, Jesus mercy, Hodge, did Diccon ^2- <• * 

in him bring ? 
Hodge. Nay, gammer (hear me speak), chill tell •^ '' ' 
you a greater thing. ' ^ 

The devil, when Diccon bad him (ich heard liim p^ " ' 

wondrous well) 
Said plainly (here before us) that dame Chat had ^ / 
vour nee'le. 



' Friar Rush is mentioned in Re^uald $cot*8 " Discoydrie 
of Witchcraft," 1584, p. 622: '' Prur Rmh was for all the 
world such another fellow as this JIudfjin, and brought up 
even in the same schoole ; to wit, in a kitchen : insomuch 
as the selfsame tale is written of the one as of the other 
concerning the skullian, which is said to have been slaine, &,c. 
For the reatling whereof I referre you to Frier JtuBh his 
storie, or else to John Wierus * De pnestigiis domonum.' 



» »» 
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Gammer. Then let us go, and ask her wherefore <5^. 
she minds to keep it ; 
Seeing we know so much, 'twere madness now to 3 ^ ' 
slip it 
Hodge. Go to her, gammer, see ye not where 3 ^ 
she stands in her doors ) 
Bid her give you the nee'le ; 'tis none of hers, but ^3 
yours. 



THE THIRD ACT. 
the third scene. 

Gammer, Chat, Hodge. 

Gammer. Dame Chat, ch'ould pray thee fair, */. 

let me have that is mine, 
Chill not these twenty years take one fart that is ^ . 

thine ; 
Therefore give me mine own, and let me live beside 3 • 

thee — 
Chat. >Vhy art thou crept from home hither to ''/-. 

mine own doors to chide me 1 ^ 

Hence, doating drab, avaunt, or I shall set thee O • 

further. 
Intends thou and this knave me in my house to 4- 

murther ? 
Gammer. Tush ! gape not so on^ me, woman : /- 

shalt not yet eat me. 
Nor all the friends thou hast in this shall not en- S^. 

treat me ; 
Mine own goods I will have, and ask thee no' /# 

byV leave : 
What, woman, poor folks must have right, though y A 

the thing you aggrieve. 

* Old copy, no. • Old copy, on. 
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Chat. Give the* tliy right, and hang tiiee up, 
with all thy be{!gM-'a brood 1 
\Vha.t, wilt thou make me a thief, and say I stole 
thy good 1 
Gammer. Chill say notUng (ieh warrant thee), 
but that ich can prove it well, 
Thou fet my good even from my door, uham able 
_ thU to tell. 
^ Chat. Did I (old witch) steal ought was thine ) 

■ how ehould that thing be knowa 1 

■ Gahmer. Ich eaonot tell, but up thoa toohest 

■ it, as though it had been thine own. 

■ Chat. Marry, fie on thee, thoa old gib, with 
^M all my very heart 

^1 Gamhbr. Nny, lie on thee, thou ramp,' thou 
^H rig,^ with all that take thy part 
^1 Chat. A vengeance on those lips that Uyeth 
^B such things to my charge. 
^ Gammer. A veuge-incB on those callet's hips, 
whose conscience is bo large. 

Chat. Come out, hog. 

Gammer. Come out, hog, and let have me right 

Chat. Thou arrant witck 

Gammer. Thou bawdy bitoli, chiil make thea 
curse this night 

Chat. A bag and a wallet ! " 


/2. 
1*. 

/<■■ 

' 7. 
If . 

■>•»-. 
>i . 

^¥. 


^H though abe were a laiil}, bounciug rampe, Bomcwhal like 

H GnltimetUi or maid M>riaa. yet «u »bo not iuch a roinitih 

■ rannel, such a dinolute dirt gillian," A,c. 

^M » Thou strumpet. Se< Note on "Antony and Cleopalra," 

^B Shaltspearo, 1778, toI. vili., p. 17S-— S. 

^B 8oinDavi™'t"Scourare of Folly" [1611]— 

^^1 Dd uutd 11 PowIh CrcwK in b ■hntoi >ute.--«nit. 

r i 
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Gammer. A cart for a callet ! ^ 6 • 
Chat. Why, weenest^ thou thus to prevail ^ ^ 7 * 
I hold thee a groat, ^ t- 

I shall patch thy coat. 5- ^. 

Gammer. Thou wert as good kiss my tail ; ^-^ 
Thou slut, thou cut,2 thou rakes, thou jakes, will ^5 y 
not shame make thee liide thee 1 * 
Chat. Thou skald, thou Imld, thou rotten,* ^ '^ 
thou glutton, I will no longer chide thee ; 
But I will teach thee to keep home. 'S 3 

Gammer. Wilt thou, drunken beast 1 * ^ 

\They fight, 
Hodge. Stick to her, gammer, take ner by the '^-^ 
head, chill warrant you this feast. 
Smite, I say, gammer, ^ • 

Bite, I say, gammer ; j ^ 

^ Thinkest or imaginest. 

' Cut appears to have been an opprobrious term nsed by 
the vulgar when they scolded or abused each other. It 
occurs again, act v., sc. 2 : " That lying cut is lost, that 
she is not swinged and beaten." 

A horse is sometimes called Cut in our ancient writers, 
as in the "First Part of Henry IV.," act ii., sc. 1., and 
Falstafif says : " If I tell thee a lye, spit in my face, and 
call mc horse.** Cnt is therefore probably used in the same 
sense as horacy to which it seems to have been synonymous. 
Several instances of the use of this term are collected by 
Mr Steevens, in his edition of Shakspeare; see vol. iv., 
p. 202. 

It appears probable to me that the opprobrious epithet 
Cut arose from the practice of cutting the hair of convicted 
thieves ; which was anciently the custom in England, as 
appears from the edicts of John de Northampton against 
adulterers, who thought, with Paulo Migante, that 

'* England ne'er would thrive, 
Till all the whores were burnt alive." 

—See Holinshed, vol 9., 754, Ed. 1807. —0. O. 

' [Thee is not in the old copy.] 

* i.e, Rat. So in one of the Chester Whitsnn plays — 

'• Here isarof/en. thero a mouie." — S, 
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I trow ye will be keen ; 3 fl ■ 

Where be your nails ) claw her by the jaws, pull "i f . ■ 

me out both her eyeti, 
Gog'e bones, gammer, hold up your head. V- J. 

Chat. I trow, drab, I shaO dress thee. i^ / ■ 

Tarry, thou knave, I hold thee a groat, I shall '^z • 
make these hands bless thee. 
[GuRTON.] Take thou this, old whore, for V-a ■ 
amends, and learu tliy tongue well to tame. 
And say thou met at this bickering, not thy '^'/> 
fellow,' but thy dame. 
Hodge. Where is the strong stewed whore)* '/i'' 
chill gi 'r a whore's mark. 
Stand out one's way, that ieh kill none in the dark, f^ 
Up, gammer, and ye be alive, chill fight' now for y- 7 

U8 both ; 
Come no near me, thou scald callet, to kill thee ^^ 
ich were loth. 
Chat. Art here again, thou hoddypeke ] * what, i^9 
Doll, brii^ me out my spit. .1^ 

Hodge. Chill broach thee with this, by *' 
m' father's soul, chill conjure that foiU 
spreet 



' Hot th; equal, but thy miMreu. 

* i,t.. Rank itrumpst from tbe hUitb. — S. 
' FygA— Fint eriition. 

* i.e., Hudmsmloil, — ^5. 

1 find this word used in Nogb's " Analomieof Absorditie," 
MS9, «ig B., irlioce it leemg intended aa B.rnaajiuauB to 
cuekotil : "But women, through waiit of wisi^doine, are 
growne to (iieh HmtonesBe, that uppon ua occaaion thej 
•ill croiue the etrecte. to have ■ glauiieo of aomi gallant, 
deeming thai men by one looke of them ahoulde be in love 
with them, and will not stick to make an errant orer 
the way, to purchase a paramonr to help at a pinche, who, 
under bur haabandg. that liodilg ptttet dm«, moat have all 
the deatilling dew of hia delicate roee, leaving bim onely ft 
a«e«t Bont, good inough Cor such a aanculeaM aotle." 
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Let door stand, Cock, why com'st indeed 1 keep ^ ' • 
door, thou whoreson boy. 
Chat [to DolL] Stand to it, thou dastard, for ^ 

thine ears ; ise teach the sluttish toy. iT ^ 

Hodge. Gog's wounds, whore, chill make thee ir>3 
avaunt, ^ 

Take heed. Cock, pull in the latcL ^^ 

Chat. V faith, sir loose-breech, had ye tarried, .-^^ 

ye should have found your match. ^ ^ 

Gammer. Now 'ware thy throat, losel,^ thou'se i > 

payforalL . 

Hodge. Well said, gammer, by my souL jt^ 

Hoise her, souse her, bounce Ber, trounce her, pull ^ ^ 
her throat-hole. _ 

Chat. Com'st behind me, thou withered witch ^^ \ 
and I get once on foot, 
Thou'se pay for all, thou old tar-leather, 1 11 teach &^ 

thee what longs to 't 
Take thee this to make up thy mouth, till time & / 
thou come by more. 
Hodge. Up, gammer, stand on your feet, where ^ l^ 
is the old whore I 



^ A loud IB a wurthlesB fellow. It is a term of contempt 
frequently used by Spenser. It is likewise to be met with 
in the ''Death of Robert, Earl of Huntington," 1601 : 

'*To hare the loseli companj.** 

Again, in <' The Pinner of Wakefield," 1599 : 

'* Peftce, prating loiel,'* Ac. 

See Mr Steevens's " Notes on Shakspeare," vol. iv., p. 837. 
^ Again, in Hall's ** Satires," edit. 1758, p. 78— 

" How his enraged ghost would stamp and stare, 
That CsBsar's throne is tum'd to Peter chayre, 
To see an old shome XwtA perched high, 
Crossing beneath a golden canopy." 

vSeeHolinshed's "Chron.."edit. 1577, vol. ii.,p. 740 (" Five 
Days* Pastime," p. 67) ; ** Englishmen for my Money," p. 42 ; 
Ilolinshed, vol. v., p. 208.— 0. Q. 
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Faith, would chad her by the face, chould crack b ^ 

her callet crown. 
Gammer. Ah, Hodge, Hodge, where was thy ^ ^ 

help, when th' vixen had me down ! ^ 

Hodge. By the mass, Gammer, but for my staff, vp ^ 

Chat had gone nigh to spill you. 
Ich think the liarlot had not cared, and chad not ^ ^ 

come, to kill you. , *-» 

But shall we lose our nee'le thus ? ^ 

Gammer, No, Hodge, ich were loth to do so. fe i^ 

Thinkest thou chill take that at her hand) no, e> 9 

Hodge, ich tell thee no. ^ ' 

Hodge. Chould yet this fray were well take up, / ^ 

and our own nee'le at home, 
'Twill be miy chance else some to kill, wherever it 

be or whom. 
Gammer. We have a parson (Hodge, thou 

knows), a man esteemed wise, i -s 

Mast Doctor Eat, chill for him send, and let me / / ^ 

hear his advice. 
He will her shrive ^ for all this gear, and give hen / ^ 

penance straight . 

Wese have our nee*le, else dame Chat comes ne'er 7 ^ 

within heaven-gate. 
Hodge. Yea marry, gammer, that ich think 

btsftt : will yon now for him send 1 
The sooner Doctor Eat be here, the sooner wese 

ha' an end. ^ 

And here, gammer, Diccon's devil (as ich remem- *7 ^ 

ber well) 
Of Cat and Chat, and Doctor Eat, a felonious tale I 7 

did teU, 
Chold you forty pound, that is the way your nee'le 

to get again. 

^ Confess. 



7h 
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Gammer. Cliill ha' him straight ; call out the ST / 

boy, wese make him take the pain. 
Hodge. What, Cock, I say, come out; what e'^ 

devil, cau'st not hear 1 
GoCK.^ How now, Hodge, how does gammer ? o 3 
is yet the weather clear t 
What wouhl chave me to do ) 7 </- 

Gammer. Come hither. Cock, anon. .5>J^ 

Hence swith to Doctor Rat hie thee, that thou ^ Jj^ 

were gone. 
And pray him come speak with me, cham not well ^ 7 
at e^se : q. ^ 

Shalt have him at liis chamber, or else at Mother o c 

x>ee s. 
Else seek him at Hob Filcher's shop ; for, as cheard ^ ^ 

it n*ported. 
There is the best ale in all the town, and now is 7 ^ 
most resorted. 
CocJK. And shall ich bring him with me, gam- ^ / 

mer ? 
Gammer. Yea, by and by, gooil Cock. ^ ^ 

Co(^K.- Shalt see that shall be here anon, else ^^ 

let me have on the dock. 
Hodge, Now, gammer, shall we two go in, and 7 y. 
tarry for his coming ? ^ 

What devil, woman, ])luck up your heart, and ^^ 

l(»ave otf all this glooming.^ 
Though she were stronger at the first, as ich think ^^ 

ye did find her. 
Yet there ye dress'd the drunken sow, what time m ^ 
ye came beliind her.* ^ 



* Gnmmer in the first edition. 

* Hodge in the first edition. 

* f.r., Sulky, irloomy looks. It is still said, in Tulgir 
languiige, that ji discontented person looks glum. — 8, 

* This line is given to Gammer Gurton in the first edition. 
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Gammer. Nay, nay, cham sure she lost not all, 7 ^ 
for set them to the beginning, 

And ich doubt not, but he will make small boast Q f . 

of her winning. ' 



THE THIRD ACT. 
the fourth scene. 

Tib, Hodge, Gammer, Cock. 

Tib. See, gammer, gammer, Gib our cat, cham J 
afraid what she aileth. 
She stands me gasping behind the door, as though ^ 

her wind her faileth. 
Now mot ^ ich doubt what Gib should mean, that ^ 
now she doth so doat.* , 

Hodge. Hold hither, ich hold twenty pound, / 
your nee'le is in her throat. ^ 

Grope her, ich say, methinks ich feel it ; does not 3 
prick your hand ? 
Gammer. Ich can feel nothing. fc 

Hodge. No ! ich know that s not within this ^ 
land 
A murrainer cat than Gib is, betwixt the Thames ^ 

and Tyne, 
Sh'ase as much wit in her head ahnost as ch*ave in ^ 
mine. ' 

Tib. Faith, sh'ase eaten something, that will /o 
not easily down. 
Whether she gat it at home, or abroad in the // 

town, 
Ich cannot tell. 



1 Old copy, let, 

' Tiiat is, appear bo mad. 7V> doat and to be mad were 
lucd aa Bynonymous tenna. See Barct's ''Alvearie/* v. Dote, 
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Gammer. Alas ! ich fear it be some crooked / 'V 
pin, 
And then farewell Gib, she is undone and lost, all / 3 
save the skin. 
Hodge. 'Tis ^ your nee'le, woman, I say ; Gog's f ^ 
soul, give me a knife, . 

And chill have it out of her maw, or else chall ^^ 
^ lose my life. 

f Gammer. WTiat ! nay, Hodge, fie, kill not our /^ 
^^ cat, 'tis all the cats we ha now. 

Hodge. By the mass, dame Chat base me so / / 
moved, ich care not what I kill, ma' God a vow. 
Gro to then, Tib, to this gear, hold up her tail and / 7 

take her, 
Chill see what devil is in her guts, chill take the / 9 
pains to rake her. 
Gammer. Eake a cat, Hodge ! what wouldest ^ 

thou do ? 
Hodge. What, tldnk'st that cham not able ? 7^ I 
Did not Tom Tankard rake his curtal t'o'er day > 2 
standing in the stable ? . 

Gakmer. Soft, be content, let 's hear what news ^ ^ 
' Cock bringeth from Master Rat. 
^ Cock. Gammer, chave been there as you bad, >" ^ 

you wot well about what. 
'Twill not be long before he come, ich durst swear 5^*^ 

ofif a book, 
He bid you see ye be at home, and there for him ^. 
to look 
Gammer. Where didst thou find him, boy ? was -^ 

he not where I told thee 1 
Cock. Yes, yes, even at Hob Filcher's house, by ^ < 
him that bought and sold me : 
A cup of ale had in his hand, and a crab lay in the J- 
fire : 



1 Old copy has T^h. 
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Chad much a-do to go and come, all was so full of ^ ^ 



mire : 



And, gammer, one thing I can tell : Hob Filcher's 3o 

nawl was lost, 
And Doctor Eat found it again, hard beside the O / 

door-i)ost. 
Ich hold a penny can say something, your neele 3 2- 

again to fet.^ 
Gammer. Cham glad to hear so much. Cock, 3 3 

then trust he will not let 
To help us herein best he can ; therefore, till time ^ ^ 

he come, o r— 

Let us go in, if there be ought to get, thou shalt '. 

have some. 



THE FOURTH ACT. 

THE FIRST SCENE. 

* "\ 

Doctor Rat, Gammer Gurton. 

Doctor Rat. A man were better twenty times 
be a bandog and bark. 
Than here among such a sort be parish priest or ^ 
clerk. 



1 Fetched. So, in "Cynthia's Revels," act i., sc. 2: 
" Kay, the other is better, exceeds it much : the inyention 
is farther /e< too." 

Again, in Ascham's *' Toxophilus,*' p. 15 : "And therefore 
agaynst a desperate evill began to seeke for a desperate 
remedie, which was/e^ from Home, a shop alwayes open to 
any mischief, as you shall perceive in these few leaves, if 
you marke them well." 

Again, in Lily's *' Kuphues,'' p. 33 : '' That fur fei and 
deere bought, is good for ladies." 
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Where he shall never be at rest one pissing while ^ 3 . 

a day, 
But he must trudge about the town this way, and ^. 

[then] that way, 
Here to a drab, there to a thief, his shoes to tear O - 

and rent. 
And that wliich is worst of all, at every knave's <r . 

commandment. 
I had not sit the space to drink two pots of ale, V ^ 
But Gammer Gurton's sorry boy was straightway 7 . 

at my tail ; 
And she was sick, and I must come, to do I wot ^ . 

not what : 
If once her finger*s-end but ache : trudge, call for / <^ . 

Doctor Rat. 
And when I come not at their call, I only thereby // - 

lose, 
For I am sure to lack therefore a tithe-pig or a ^ ^ * 

goose. 
I warrant you, when truth is known, and told they / J^ 

have their tale. 
The matter whereabout I come is not worth a half- / y.^ 

pennyworth of ale : 
Yet nmst I talk so sage and smooth, as though I ^ <: ". 

were a gloser 
But ere the year come at an end, I shall be sure y - . 

the loser. 
What work ye, Gammer Gurton 1 know here is your / / • 

friend Doctor Rat. 
Gammer. Ah ! good master Doctor, 'ch a / ^ . 

troubled, 'ch a troubled you, 'ch wot well that 



^ A proverbial expression used by Ben Jonson in hit 
''Magnetic Lady/* and byShakspeare in "The Two Qentie- 
men of Verona." See Mr Stcevens's Note on the latter, and 
[Hazlitt's " Proverb^" 1869, p. 127.] It is also to l»e found 
in Nash'4 " Lenten Stuff," 1599. 
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Doctor Rat. How do ye, woman 1 be ye luaty, / '? ■ 

or be ye not well at ease ! 
Gahher. By Gia, i master, cliam not sick, but S-** 

yet chave a disease. 
Chad a foul tnm now of lute, chill tell it you by ^' 

gigs- 
Doctor Rat. Hath your brown aiw last her > > - 

ealf, or your sandy sow her pigs J 
Gamher. No, but chad been as good they had, "> 3 . 

as this, ich wot well. 



' In Sli&kBpeare'g " Hsmlel," Upbelia sings a BODg, in 
which CliiB adjiinCioii ie med — 

'■ By ^laud bj Balnl ClmiilJ'.' 

And it is iJso to be fount! in (jascoi^ne'a Poems, in Preaton's 
" Uambyus," and in the comedy of " See me and gee me 
not," 1S18— 

'-By sUk I iiteKr. Kcrt I wtmirjy wed," Ic 
Mr Sleevcne'a utile on "Hamlet," in which Mr Steeven* 
oUervea. that Saba Charity i» a known sninl among the 
" " . CalholicB. Spenser mentioDS her {"Ecloif," v., 



355) > 



■harilyl- 



Again, in " The Downfall of Robert, Earl of Huntington," 

[Dr Bailoy auppoBCB, which i« very probable, that thia 
abbreviated or corrupt form of J'lui arose from] the letters 
I U 8 being aacientiy all that waa set down to denote that 
Mcred name on altar*, the covers of books, &c. 

It octiurs also in the following pawagc of Ensnoa'a 
" Praiso of Folic," by Chaloner, ISiS; — " Ljke as many 
l^reat lordes there be •ho set so mucbe by theim, as Beant 
they can eate theyr meale, or byde a minute without Iheitn, 
cherisshyng them {by ii/ae) a little better than thei are 
wont to dooe theae frounyngphiloaopbera," &c. Sig, G 2. 

Again, in " Gnphues and hii Englauil," 15S2, p. 5: — 
" Unlo whome he replyed, ahoaiing up his eyes, • by JU,' 
soune, 1 aceompt the cbeere good whitih mainteinetb heslth, 
and the servaitntea honest wbome I Gnde faythfiill." 

vol. HI. p 
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Doctor Rat. What is the matter? - ^ 
Gammer. Alas, alas, 'ch a lost my good neele. '^^ 
My nee'le, I say, aiid wot ye what I a drab came %> (^ 

by, and spied it. 
And when I asked her for the same, the filth flatly :x 7 
denied it. 
Doctor Rat. What was she that — ^^ 

Gam^ier. a dame, ich warrant you : she began % 7 
to scold and brawl ; 
Alas, alas, come hither, Hodge ; this wretch can tell 3 ^ 
you alL 



THE FOURTH ACT. 

THE SECOND SCENE. 

HoDGE, Doctor Rat, Gammer, Diccon, Chat. 

/. Hodge. Good morrow. Gaffer Vicar. 3 / • 

^ . Doctor Rat. Come on, fellow, let us hear. ^'' 2- • 
2 . Thy dame hath said to me, thou knowest of all 3 "% 
this gear \ ^ . 

^, Let 's see what thou canst say. ^' 

J^ Hodge. By m' fay, sir, that ye shall, 3 •» * 

/ What matter soever here was done, ich can tell ^Ja 
your maship : 
V . My Gammer Gurton here, see now, J / 
f*. Sat her down at this door, see now, 5 ^ 
9 . And as she began to stir her, see now, j j 
/O, Her neele fell in the floor, see now, ^' J 
//, And while her staff" she took, see now, ^ 
/ i • At Gib her cat to fling, see now, -.'' - 
/ 3- Her nee'le was lost in the floor, see now ; ^- 
/ ^. Is not this a wonilrous thing, see now ? -^^ */ . 
//' Then came the quean dame Gnat, see now ^ ' 
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I 


\ 


H /6. To ask for lier liliwk cup. see now : /^t 


. .- fJBV 


;»fei>-'^ 


■ / 7. And even here at this gate, see now. <^ 7 ^ ^ " vi # 


■ /y. She took that nee'le up, see now, ^ p 

^ / 9- My gammer then she yede,' see now, -^ * 

p-^. Her nee'le again to briug, see now, ■^~i> 








^^ 




^H 


a-/. And was caught by the head, see now ; *"/ 




I^H 


>5 ■ la not this a wondrous thing, see now 'iS'% 




^^1 


^ ai.She tare my gammer'a coat, sefl now, *'3 
■ ^<^- And scratched her by the face, see now, ^ ' ' 




^^1 




^^1 


■ ? i^ Chad thought ah'ad stopp'd her throat, see now ; O' 


<F 


^H 


W P-(, Is not this a wondrous caae, see now 1 ^~tO 


1, 




i- 7. When ich saw this, ich was wroth, see now, S ? 




n^ri^^l 


a?. And stert between them twain, see now, ST 


1 


tl^^^^l 


S?- Else ich durst take a book-oath, see now, ^ r 


1 


^l^^^^l 


S^- My gammer had been shiJH, see now. ^m 




l^^^l 


S/- Gamhkb. This is even the whole matter, as 


1.' 


^^^1 


3 -3 . Hodge has plainly tol.l. 




^^H 


^3. And chould fain be quiet for my part, that chould. 
al'-But help us, good master, beseeeh ye that ye do. 


»2'. 


^^H 


ta 


^^H 


jr-Else shall we both be beaten, and lose our nee'lo 


»^ 


^^1 


too. 






J 6. Doctor Rat. \Miat would ye have me to do 1 


to 5' 


^H 


■37 tell me, that I were gone, 
ip y- 1 will do the test that I can to set you both at one. 




^H 


f lo 


^1 


•^<f But 1* ye sure dame Chat hath this your nee'le 
' found ) 


- / ' 


^1 




^H 


<^- Gammer. Here comes the man, that see her 


-ic'' 


^^1 


take it up oiT the grouud. 


^ 


^^1 


4V. Ask him yourself, Master Rat, if ye believe not me, 


'? 


^^1 


4^. And help me to my nee'le, for God's sake and 


!''■ 1 


^^^^^^B 


Saint Cliarity.' 


1 


■ 


< i.e., thtiftal. 


" lot ii\ i-fHU mil « DM ere. 
Tbu ]n lliil otber the dill iBie." 










-lt«H.a„ni«JlA4liMi. 






The mniA ia also used I; Spenaer tad Fairfax. 




^H 


• [See nnrte «"pro.] 




i 



228 GAMMER OURTON'S NEEDLE. 

Lf-^ ' Doctor Rat. Come near, Diccon, and let us 7/ 
hear what thou can express. 
4^/ Wilt thou he sworn, thou seest dame Chat this / 2^ 
^1 woman's nee'le have 1 
>,' y^^ ^y^DiccoN. Nay, by Saint Benet, will I not, then / 3 
T[\. might ye think me rave.^ 

Ty? CrAMMER, Why did'st not thou tell me so even J f' 
^\ here ] canst thou for shame deny it 1 ^ 

*/-^ Diccon. Ay, marry, gammer: but I said I 7^ 
A would not abide by it. 

Doctor Rat. Will you say a thing, and not /> 
stick to it to try it 1 . ^ 

Diccon. Stick to it, quoth you. Master Rati / / 
marry, sir, I defy it.* 
Nay, there is many an honest man, when he such 7 o 

blasts hath blown 
In his friend's ears, he would be loth the same by ^ ^ 
him were known : ^^^ 

r' I If such a toy be used oft among the honesty,* ^^ 

{f "Mt may [not] beseem a simple man of your and my y i 
degree. , 

5^-3 Doctor Rat. Then we be never the nearer, for tT ^^ 
all that you can tell. r -. 

f'y Diccon. Yes, marry, sir, if ye will do by mine ^ ^ 
^ ^ advice and counsel : c" 

^ --^ If mother Chat see all us here, she ['U] know how ^ ^ 
^ the matter goes, ^ ^ 

kJ io Therefore I reed you three go hence, and within ^' \j 

keep close ; e^ 

^*7 ^^ I ^^ ^^ dame Chat's house, and so the ^>b 
jn matter use, 

^^To That ere ye could go twice to church, I warrant '" f 
you hear news. 

^ Baret, in his " AWearie,'' ezpUins rave, " to talke like 
a madde bodie.** 

' I refuse, deny the charge. 
* [Among the honest sort ?] 
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£% She shall look well about her, but I durst lay a ^ ' 

pledge, 
(o€>^ Ye shall of gammer's neele have shortly better - ^ 

knowledge, 
b / • Gammer. Now, gentle Diccon, do so ; and, good / ^ 

sir, let us trudge. 
^ > . Doctor Rat. By the mass, I may not tarry so / / 

long to be your judge. 
^ 3 DiccON. ' Tis but a little while, man : what, take / •>' 

so much pain ; 
(o ^ If I hear no news of it, I will come soon here ^ ? 3 
' ^ again. 

(o t> Hodge. Tarry so much, good Master Doctor, of / v^ 
your gentleness. ^ 

^ ji Doctor Rat. Then let us hie inward, and, Die- Y-^ 

con, speed thy business. ^ 

£ 7 DiccoN. Now, sirs, do you no more, but keep ' ^ 
' my counsel just, ^ -, 

6 a And Doctor Rat shall thus catch some good, I trust ; ^, / 
lo ^ But mother Chat, my gossip, talk first withal I / i^ 
must, ...^^^ 

7 ^ For she must be chief captain to lay the Rat in the / T) V 

dust [Aside, Exit. ^-^^ 

7 / Good even,* dame Chat, in faith, and well-met in ' 

this place. 
7 "^ Chat. Good even, my friend Diccon, whither ^ f . 

walk ye this pace ) 
"7 -3 DiccoN. By my truth, even to you, to learn how / ^ ' 

the world goetL 
^ ^ Heard ye no more of the other matter, say me / " J 
now, by your troth 1 
-^ ^ ' Chat. yes, Diccon : hear the old whore and / ^ f" 
Hodge that great knave. 

' [Original, tooiKr.] 

' [This should form the commencement of % new scene, 
bat it is not so marked.] 



'x 
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7, But, ID faith, 1 woulii thou hadst seen : Lord, I I -^ 

drest tlmm brave. 
7 f 8h« bare me two or tJtree souses behind iii the , A . 

g na|>e of the neck, 

/ C Till I made her old weaeand to answer agaio kedc. I 3 
f Y Aud Hodge, tliat dirty bastard, tJiat at her elbow i il \ 

stands, 
y^ If one pair of legs liad not been worth two pair of ' -' ^ 

luoids, 
- I He had liad his beard shaven, if my nails would M ^ 

liave served, 
^ /■ And not without u cause, for tlie knave it well ) i f 
deserve«l. 
"^ Z DiCCON'. By the mass, I eHii> thee thank, wench, ti'i 

thou didst so well acquit thee. 
■ */' Ohat. And th'adst seen him, Diccon, it would ''- 
^ ^ Itave made thee beshit thee 
-^ For lauclitcr : the whoreson dolt at last cau^it up /f y 

)■ l(^ As though he would have slain the nuutArdevil, " J 
_ Belsabub ; 

i* / But 1 set him soon inward. ' ' > 

^ ' DlcCON. O Lonl ; there is the thing, il~ 

■^ y. That Hodge is aii offendt-d, tliat makes him start / 1 

' and fling. 

fO- Chat. Why, makes the knave any noiling.* as ' ' 

ye have seen or heard t -, 

/ • DicooK. Even now I saw him last, like a mad ' 

man he far'd, 
• ' And eware by heaven and hell, he would a-wraak / *■ 



/ I - ■ Aud leave you never a hen alive by eight of the- i X 
clock to-morrow : 
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f . Therefore mark what I say, and my words see that ^ ^3 

' , ye trust, 

v^ Your hens be as good as dead, if ye leave them on / 2^ ^ 
the roost. ^ 

^ jb Chat. The knave dare as well go hang himself, / >^ 

as go upon my ground. 
^ / DiccoN. Well, yet take heed, I say, I must tell / 2- iU 

you my tale round : 
' ^ Have you not about your house, behind your fur- / i 7 
nace or lead, 
/ A hole where a crafty knave may creep in for />)^ 
' ^ needl 

/ '^ Chat. Yes, by the mass, a hole broke down /-^ / 

even within these two days. 
/ ^ I Dlccx>N. Hodge, he intends this same night to / ^^ > >jf 

slip in thereaways. 
/ ^ '«> Chat. Christ, that I were sure of it I in faith, / 3 / 
he should have his meed.^ 



/ 



^ -j 



DiccON. Watch well, for the knave will be / j 



there as sure as is your creed ; 

' y- I would 8i)end myself a shilling to have him / ^ ^ 

^ swinged well 

' ^^ Chat. 1 am as glad as a woman can be of this / 3 ^ 

thing to hear tell ; ^ 

, ^ lo By Gog*s bones, when he cometh, now that I know ^ ^^ 

the matter, / 

^ ^/ He shall sure at the first skip to leap in scalding / 3>4 

, ^ water: j 

b With a worse turn besides : when he will, let him /f^7 

J DiccoN. I tell you as my sister ; you know / •^ ^ 
^' what meaneth mum. 

/ I ^ Now lack I but my doctor to play his i»rt /^ ^ 
again. [ilnc/e. 

^ Reward. It is a word used by Spenser, Sbakspeare, 
and the chief of our ancient writers. 
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/ / / And lo, where he cometh towards, peradventure / *^o 

to his pain. [Leaves Mother Chat, 

/ / 1^ DocrroR Rat. What good news, Diccon 1 fellow, / /-/ 

is mother Chat at home ? 
//^ Diccon. She is, sir, and she is not ; but it please / y^ 7.. 

her to whom : ^ 

// ^ Yet did I take her tardy, as subtle as she was. I Y^ 
//S^ Doctor Rat. The thing that thou weut'st for, /y-(L 

hast thou brought it to pass 9 
/ / j4 Diccon. I have done that I have done, be it / ^"^^ 
worse, be it better. 
/ / 7 -And dame Chat at her wits-end I have almost set her. ' */"jC 
/ I \JC I Doctor Rat. Why, hast thou spied the nee'le : / y^ 7 
J quickly, I pray thee tell ? ' 

/ / / Diccon. I have spied it in faith, sir, I handled / y-y' 



7 myself so well ; 

/ '>^ And yet the crafty quean had almost take my trump ; / *^j^ 
( %> f But, ere all came to an end, I set her in a dump. / 5^ 



^ > / Doctor Rat. How so, I pray thee, Diccon % / y > 
/ 0. ^ Diccon. Marry, sir, will ye hear I / JT 2- 

/ > J; She was clapp'd down on the backside,^ by Cock's * / JT^ 

mother dear, 
7 J^S^ And there she sat sewing a halter or a band, ^^ ^ ^ 

\V Vv /^J With no other thing but gammer's needle in her ) dS^ 
' - hand : ^ 

/zJLAb soon as any knock, if the filth be in doubt, / v/ U 
/ ^ J She needs but once puflF, and her candle is out - J ^J~1 
/ J-!f Now I, sir, knowing of every door the pin, ^ ^^ 'C - ' 

/ 2. y Came nicely, and said no word, till time I was J ^ ^ 

within, 
/ -^ And there I saw the nee'le, even with these two eyes, J ^^ 
/ ^ I Whoever say the contrary, I will swear he lies. / b 7 
, r \2 ' Doctor Rat. O Diccon, that I was not there , . -,- 
then in thy stead ! 



^ At the back of her house. 
* God's, not the boy Cock's. 
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I 



I 



'33 DiccON. Well, if ye will be ordered, and do ty / fc ? 
my reed, 
/■^i*^ I will bring yyu to a pluce, as the house stands, / 6 ^ 
/ J*4 Where ye shall take the drab with the nee'le in /^-j" 
her h&nds. . 

/y Jt Doctor Rat. For God's sake, do so, Diccon, /* * i 

and I will gage niy gown, ^iVt ■ 

/37 To give thee a full ]iot of the beat ale in the town. /A 7 « . 
/ 3S^ Diccon. Follow me but a little, and mark what /ti' ^ 
I say, (^ 

/Jf Lay down your gown beside you, go to, come on /(• f 

yoiu-way: 
/ V"^ See ye not what is here 1 a hole wherein ye may ' ' 

creep 
m^f Into the house, and suddenly unawares among /7/ 

them leap ; 
f ('-•^'There shall ye find the bitch-fox and the neele to- / 7 '^ 

gether. 
/jA-j Do as I bid you, man, come on your ways hither. 1 7-3 
fiLJX Doctor Kat. Art thou sure, Diccon, the swill- / 7 ^ 

^ tub stands not hereabout 1 
f^S Diccon. I was within myself, man, even now, /7«5 

there is DO doubt. 
' ft* Go softly, make no noise, give me your foot, sir / 76 

John, 
''^7 Here will I wait upon you, till you come out ffj 
y , g. anon. \p. Kat ertepa in, _- 

fHi Doctor ^kv [calling from tuithin}. Help,Diccon, -* ^J 

. out alas, I shall be slain among them. 

' T"? Diccon. If they give you not the needle, tell / 7 ^ 
^ them that ye wUl hang them. 



■ 4JIIC1U tuai, yv will UUUg LilCIU. rr^ 

I / ^"7 Ware that I how, my wenches, have ye cau^t the /#* 
fox, . 

p / S*/That used to make revel among your hens and 'o / 
cockst 
/J Z- Save his life yet for liis order, though he sustain / J 
some pain. 
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/o^' Gogs bread, I am afraid they will beat out his /(( 3 

brain. ^ 

/ ^Y Doctor Rat. Woe worth the hour that I came ft*f 

^ ^ here ; ^ ^ 

/ -> ^ And woe worth him that wrought this gear, led 

/ 5" t A sort of drabs and queans have me blest, / ^jb 

/ 5" 7 Was ever creature half so evil drest t J ^ J 

/ ir/ Whoever it wrought, and first did invent it, / *^ 7 
/ i j He shall, I warrant him, ere long repent it / ^ / 

f^o 1 will si)end all I have without my skin, / f ^ 

/b / But he shall l)e brought to the plight I am in ; / f y 
/ 4 -^ Master Baily, I trow, and he be worth his ears, ^ f ^ 
/4 3 Will snaffle these murderers, and all that [with] y f 3 
. them bears : ^ 

/•/^ I will surely neither bite nor sup, ' ' ^^ 

/^^ Till I fetch him hither, this matter to take up. / i^ ^* 



THE FIFTH ACT. 
the first scene. 

Master Baily, Doctor Rat. 

Baily. I can perceive none other, I speak it 
from my heart. 
But either ye are all in the fault, or else in the 
greatest part. ^ ■ 

Doctor Kat. If it be counted his fault, besides 
all his griefs, ^ ' 

When a poor man is spoiled, and beaten among 

thieves, ^ 

llien I confess my fault herein at this season ; S^, 
But I hope you will not judge so much against (^ 
reason. 
Baily. And metliinks by your own tale, of all '-y 
that ye name, ' 
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If any played the thief, you were the very same : 5 . 
The women they did nothing, as your words made'^"^ 

probation, " I -J 

But stoutly withstooil your forcible invasion. \ 

If that a thief at your window to enter should // \ 

begin, -^ 

Would you hold forth your hand, and help to pull / 1- 

him in } 
Or would ' you keep him out 1 I pray you answer /J 

Doctor Hat- Marry, keep him out : and a good f ¥■ 

cauEe why. • ^ 

But I am no thief, sir, but an honest learned clerk, /i 

Daily. Yea, but who knowyth that, wbeu he /*• 

meets you in the dark V '" 

I am sure your learning shines not out at your uose. ' 7 

Was it any marvel, though the poor woman arose, /y' 

And start up, being afraid of that was in her purse 1 / f 

Me-tliink you may be glad that your * luck was no ;iV 

worse. 

Doctor Rat. Is not tliis evil enough, I pray 

you, as you think 1 [Showing kit hi-oken luaJ. 

Baily. Yea, but a man in the dark oft^ uliances 

to wink. 

As soon he smites liia father as any other man, 

Eecause, for lack of light, dLiwem liim he ne ca 

Might it not liave been your luck with a spit to 

have been stain ) 

Doctor Rat. 1 think I am little better, my 

scalp is cloven to the brain : 

If there be all the remedy, I know who bears the 

k nocks, ^ 

Baily. By my troth, and well worthy besides 

to kiss the stocks. 



1-/ 
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To come in on the back side, when ye might go jLf 

about, 

I know none such, unless they long to have their 3^ 

brains knock'd out 

Doctor Rat. Well, will you be so good, sir, as ^/ 

talk with dame Ghat, ^ 

And know what she intended, I ask no more but ^ 

that 

Baily. Let her be called, fellow, because of 3 J 

master doctor, 

I warrant in this case, she will be her own proctor : ^ ^^ 

She will tell her own tale, in metre or in prose, 3 * 

And bid you seek your remedy, and so go wipe 3 h 

your nose. 



THE FIFTH ACT. 

THE SECOND SCENE. 

M. Baily, Chat, D. Rat, Gamher, Hodoe, 

DiCCON. 

Baily. Dame Chat, master doctor upon you / 

here complaineth. 
That you and your maids should him much 

disorder, 

And taketh many an oath that no word be feigned, 3 
Laying to your charge, how you thought him to (^ 

murder : ^ 

And on his part again, that same man say'th v 

furder, 
He never offended you in word nor intent ; t 

To hear you answer hereto, we have now for you "V 

sent. 
Chat. That I would have murdered him ! fie ^ 

on him, wretch ! 
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And evil mougbt he the for it, our Lord I beseech. 'If 
I will swear on all the books that opens and shuts, / o 
He feigneth this tale out of his own guts. / / 

For this seven weeks with me, I am sure, he sat f > 

not down ; 
\To D, RtU,"] Nay, ye have other minions in the / 3 

other end of the town, 
Where ye were liker to catch such a blow /^ 

Than anywhere else, as far as I know. ^ ^ 

Baily. Belike then, master doctor, your ^ stripe />» 

there ye got not 
Doctor Eat. Think you I am so mad, that / / 
where I was bet, I wot not P ^ 

Will ye believe this quean, before she hath / ^ 

tried it 1 
It is not the first deed she hath done, and after- / 
ward denied it - 

Chat. What, man, will you say I broke your ^ 

head? 
Doctor Rat. How canst thou prove the >^f 

contrary 1 
Chat. Nay, how provest thou that I did the > '^^ 

deed. 
Doctor Rat.* Too plainly, by St Mary. > "^ 

This proof, I trow, may serve, though I no word :^^ 
spoke. \Showing his broken head, ^ 

Chat. Because thy head is broken, was it I that ^ "^ 
broke ? -^ 

I saw thee, Rat, I tell thee, not once within this 
fortnight. 
Doctor Rat. No, marry, thou sawest me not ; ^- / 
for why thou hadst no light ; 




1 Original, you. 

' [Beaten. Here was a note of half a page to explain 
and illnatraie the meaning of the very common word 
tool/] 
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But I felt thee for all the dark, beahrew Uiy % 

amooth cheeks ! 
And thou groped me, this will declare any day 3- 

this BIX weeks. [Shawituf hit Head. ^ 

Baily. Answer me to this, Master Bat, when J* 

caught you this harm of yours % . 

Doctor Kat. A while ago, sir, Ood he know- •? 

etii ; within less than these two hours. 
Baily. Dame Chat, was there none with yoa 5 

(confess, i' faith) about that season % 
^Miat, woman, let it be what it will, 'tis neither ^ 

felony nor treason. 
Chat. Yes, by my faith. Master Baily, tiiere was 2f 

a knave not far, 
\Vho caught one good fiUp on the brow with a ^^ 

door-bar. , 

And well was he worthy, as it seemed to ma : " " 

But what is that to this man, since this was not be T ^ 

Baily. Who was it, then ) let 's hear. -^ i 

DocTOH Kat. Alas, sir, ask you that t "h ' 

Is it not made plain enough by the own month of ■- 

dame Chat t 
The time ayreetli, my head is broken, her tongue ^ 

cannot lie ; 
Only upon a bare nay, she saith it was not L V 

Chat. No, many, was it not indeed, ye shall ^ 

hear by tlds one thing. 
Tliis afternoon a friend of mine for good-will gave y 

me warning. 
And bad lue well look to my roost and all my *: 

ca))ons' pens ; 
For if I took not better heed, a knave would have ^ 

my hens. 
Then 1, to save my goods, took so much pains as V 

him to watch ; 
And as good fortune served me, it was my ehanoe 

him for to catch. 
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What strokes he bare away, or other what was his /" / 

gains, . . . -i 

I wot not, but I am sure he had something for his ^ 

Baily. Yet tell'st thou not who it was. "'_ / 

Chat. Who it was ? A false thief, '^^ 

That came like a false fox, my pullen ^ to kill and ^ -^ 
mischief. - 

Baily. But knowest thou not his name % ^ ^Ar- 



Chat. I know it, but wliat then? ^ / 



J*» 



It was that crafty cullion '^ Hodge, my Gammer . vy 

Gurton's man, "^ ^ ^ O ^ 

Baily. Call me the knave hither, he shall sure ^" / 
kiss the stocks. *^^ 

I shall teach him a lesson for filching hens or cocks. ^ ^ 
DocrroR Kat. I marvel, Master Baily, so bleared 
be your eyes ! 



•^r 



1 Poultry. So in Fitzherbert's "Boke of HuBbandry'* : 
" Gyre thy poleyn — meate in the morning/' &c. Again, in 
" Your five GallantH/' by Middleton : ** And to see how piti- 
fully the pullen will looke, it makes me after relent, and 
tume my anger into a quick fire to roast them." 

* A base, contemptible fellow. So, in *' Tom Tyler and 
hU Wife," 1061, p. 19— 

" It Is an old sajing, praise at the parting, 
I think I have made the cullion to wring. 
I was not beaten so black and blew, 
But I am sure he has as manj new." 

In " Wily Beguiled : " ** But to say the truth, she bad little 
reason to take a cuUion lug loaf, milksop slave, when she 
may have a lawyer, a gentleman that stands upon his repu- 
tation ill the country;" in Masainger's "Guardian," act. 

ii., sc. 4 — 

" Love lire Severino, 
And perish all sach euUiont as repine 
At his new monarch j." 

And Bobadil, in Ben Jonson's ''Every Man to his Hum- 
our,'* act ill., sc. 5, when beating Cob, exclaims: 

<• Ton base cullion, you." 
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An e^ is not so full of meat, as slie is full of ^ 

lies: 
AVhen she hath played this prank, to excuse all <# ' 

this gear, 
She layeth the fault on such a one as I know was h ^ 
not there. 
Ghat. Was he not there ? look on his pate ; that ^ i 

shall be his witness. 
Doctor Rat. I would my head were half so h^ 
whole, I would seek no redress. ^ 

Baily. God bless you, Gammer Gurton. ^ -^ 

Gammer. God 'eild ^ ye, master mine. (t- i* 

Baily. Thou hast a knave within thy house, ^ "^ 
Hodge, a servant of thine. 
They tell me that busy knave is such a filching i> )i 

one. 
That hen, pig, goose, or capon, thy neighbour can <o T 
have none. 
Gammer. By Grod, cham much-a-meved to hear /O 
any such report : 
Hodge was not wont, ich trow, to have him in that ^ / 
sort. 
Chat. A thievisher knave is not on-live, more ^ ^ 
filching nor more false ; ^ 

Many a truer man than he has hanged up by the ( ^ 
hal8e.2 

And thou his dame of all his theft thou art the sole ^ V 

receiver ; 
For Hodge to catch, and thou to keep, I never new 7*^ 
4 none better. 

^ [Original, Dylde ; the compositor having repeated the 
d of Ood at the beginning of the following word. This is 
not an uncommon misprint.] 

' Hals, in the Glossary to Douglas's jFneid, is thos ex- 
plained: " The hawse, the throat, or neck. A-S. and Isl. 
Halt, collum, thence, io hale or hawte, to embrace, eoUo dare 
braehia circum." 
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Gammer. Sir reverence of your masterdom, and 7 ^ 
you were out anioor. 
Choiild be so bold, for all her brags, to call her 

arrant whore. 
And ich kueF Hodge aa bad as t' ou, ich wish me 

endless sorrow, 
And chould not take tlie pains to hang him up 
before to-morrow. 
Chat. What have I stolen from thee or thine, 

thou ill-favor'd old trotl 
Gaumer. a great deal more (by God'a blest) * I 
than chever by thee got. 
That thou knowest well, I need not say it ^ tT 

Baily. Stop there, I say. ^ O 

^And tell me here, I pray you, this matter by the IT V 
way : -■ ^ 

How chance Hodge is not here 1 him would I fain o ^ 
Lave had. — - , 

Gammer, Alas, sir, he '11 be here anon ; a' be o fa 

handled too bad. 
Chat. Master Baily, sir, ye l>e not such a fool, 
well I know, ^ 

But ye perceive by this lingering there is a pad in ■> ° 
the straw. 
[Thinking that Ilodfie his head teas broke, and that 

Gammer teoiild not let him come hrfore them. V^ 
Gammer. Chill show you his face, ich warrant a 7 

thee lo, now where he is ! q 

Bau,y. Come on, fellow ; it is told me thou art 7** 
a shrew,' i-wis ; . 

Tliy neighbour's hens, thou takeat, and plays the */ ' 
two-legged fox ; 






' Tlie HOrd threw at present \a nhally cnnfined to the 
female Bex. It here appears lo baTo been equally applied 
to the mule, and aigiiifies naught or mtktd. Sec Baret'B 
" AI<reftrio." v. Shrcid. 

Vol III. <i 



1^ 
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Their chickens and their capons too, and now and f 1^ 
then their cocks. 
HoDOE. Ich defy them all that dare it say; cham 9 ^ 

as true as the best. 
Baily. Wert not thou take withiq this hour in f ^ 
dame Chat's hens'-nest ? /- ^ 

Hodge. Take there ! no, master, choold not do't 7 '^ 

for a house full of gold. 
Chat. Thou, or the devil in thy coat ; swear i[ Jo 
this I dare be bold. ^ -j 

Doctor Rat. Swear me no swearing, quean ; f f 
the devil he give thee sorrow : 
All is not worth a gnat, thou canst swear till to- 
morrow. 
Where is the harm he hath? show it, by (lod's./f ^ 

bread, 
Ye beat him with a witness, but the stripes light t o-^ 
on my head. 
Hodge. Beat me ! Gog's blessed body, choald I O i 
first, ich trow, have burst thee : 
Ich think, and chad my hands loose, callet, chould t ^ *^ 
■, I \ have crust ^ thee. 

Chat. Thou shitten knave, I trow, thou knowest / ^ 3 
* ' the full weight of my fist 

I am foidly deceived, unless thy head and my / (X 
^ door-bar kissed. ' ^ 

Hodge. Hold thy chat, whore ; thou criest so ; ^ If 
\ loud, can no man else be heard 1 

Chat. Well, knave, and I had thee alone, I ;o(» ' 
^ would surely rap thy costard.' 

* » [Crushed.] 

• The head. So, in ** Hickscomer'* — 

'* I wlU rap Ton on the eottard with my hom.* 
—Mr Steercns^s Note on Lovt'9 Labour^M Lod, aet Ui., le. 1. 

Again, in Ben Jonson's " Tale of a Tab/' act ii., m. 2— 

"Do 70a mutter ! sir. snorle thle waj. 
That I may hear and answer what 70a sar. 
With my school dagger 'boat your cotutrd, ■ir." 
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Baily. Sir, answer me to thU, la tliy head whole / tf Y 

or broken ( 
CiiAT. Yea, Master Baily, bleat be every good (Cj 

t«ken. 
Hodge. Is my head whole 1 ich warrant you, / 9 
'tia neither ecurvy nor scald ; 
What, you foul beaet^ does think 'tis either pild I ( ^ 

or bald )• 
Nay, ich thank God, chill not for all that thou // / 

may'st spend. 
That chad one scab on my norse as broad as f f 2^ 
thy finger's end. 
Baily. Come nearer here. ' ' -3 

HoDOK. Yea, that ich <lare. ' ' 't 

Baily. By our lady, here is no harm i / ' J 

Hodge's head is whole enough, for all dame Chat's I > i^ 






i\n 



Chat. By Gog's blest,' however the thing 1 

cloaks or smolders, j ^ 

I know the blows he bare away either with head /I/ o 

or shoulders. j - 

Camest thou not, knave, within this hour, creeping f f 7 

into my pens, / 

And there was caught within my house, groping ( %^ 

among my hens ) 
HoDGB. A plague both on thy hens and thee \ } %■{ 

a cart, whore, a cart ! 
Chould I were hanged as liigh as a tree, and ich / "^ *^ 

were as false as thou art. i -y- 3 

Give my gammer again her washical ' thou stole ' 

away in thy lap. 
Gamher. Yea, Master 

you know not o 



i-^-^ 



" King Henrj VI.," Pnrt I. Slialispearc, 
192.— &■. 
* A COTTupUoa of mluil do gov, call il. — S. 
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This drab she keeps away my good (the devil he / ^ ^ 

might her snare) : 
Ich pray you, that ich might have a right action / 2-^ 
on her. ,^ 

Chat. Have I thy gooti, old filth, or any sach / X I 
old sow's 1 ^y 

I am as tnie, I would thou knew, as [the] skin J ^^ 
between thy brows.* 
Gammer. Many a truer hath been hanged^ /Q^^ 
though you escape the danger. ' 

Chat. Thou shalt answer (by God's pity) for j \o 

this thy foul slander. 
Baily. Why, what can you charge her withal? 1^ I 

to say so ye do not well _ 

Gammer. Marry, a vengeance to her heart, the . T' "^ 
whore has stoVn my neele. 
/ Chat. Thy needle, old witch ! how so? it were ( 33 
^ » f alms thy soul to knock ; 

"j, / So didst thou say the other day, that I had stol'n ♦ ^ '-j ' 
,.3f 1 thy cock. •- 

/ And roasted him to my breakfast, which shall not ; ^'«^ 
.! be forgotten : 

( The de\'il pull out thy Ipng tongue, and teeth > ^ r 
that be so rotten. 
Gammer. Give me my nee'le ; as for my cock, / 3 7 
chould be very loth, ^ <7 

That chould here tell he should hang on thy false / ^ ' 
faith and troth. 
Baily. Your talk is such, I can scarce learn / j" / 
who shouhl be most in fault ' 

GAMjkiER. Yet shall ye find no other wight, > -f^"^ 

save she, by bread and salt 
Baily. Keep ye content a while, see that your ^ u^ I 
tongues ye hold ; ^ 

^ A proverbial phrase, used also by Dogberry in " Moch 
ado about Nothing.*' Shakspcare, 1778, toI. ii., p. 826,-— <8L 
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Methiuka you shuttld remember, tliia is 

to scold. 
How knowest thou. Gammer GurtoD, dame Chat 

ihy ueedle had t 
Gammer. To uame you, air, the party, chould 

not be very glad, 
Bailv. Yea, but we must needs hear it, and 

therefore say it boldly. 
Gammer. Such one as told the tale full soberly 

and coldly, 
Even he that looked on, wOl swear on a book, 
Vtlmt time this drunken gossip my fair long nee'le 

up took : ' 

Diccon (Master) the bedlam, cham very sure ye 

know hinL 
Baily, a false knave, by God's pity ! ye were 

but a fool to trow him. ' 

I durst aventure well the price of my boat cap, 
Tliat when the end is known, all will torn to a jape.' 
Told he not you that besides she stole your cock 

that tide 1 




1 Japt ia generally used in an ob«cen« ieaw. m in th« 
Prologue to " Grim tbe Collier of Crajdon," and ia 3kel' 
ton's Song iu Sir John Uawkina'a " History of Husic," 
vol, iii., p. 6. It here signifies a jat ur jolu. Ho iu Ihe 
Prologue to Chaucer's "CanMrburj Tales," 1. 70B — 

Than tint tha pcreonp gu in isadthn Ivele. 
He mvie the pen^ne anil Um p<-p]e bla tipta," 
And in " Batman upon Barthottime," 1S35, as uaotod by 
Sir John Hankina, in his "History of Musio,'^ vol. ii., 
p. 1SG : "Ttie; kepe no caanBej-ll, bul Ibey telle all that 
iJiey here : aodeinlj they laugh, and sodenly Ibey wepe: 
■Iwaye tbey erye. jangle, uxi jape, uaetb ibey ben atylle 
whyle they steps. 

■a. he i> DO imaKole. 



" Kav, du- 
ll b a Mt 



, — ^kelWD* Vftttkt, [IMS, laL <.. |i i: 
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Gammer. No, master, no indeed, for then he 1^^ 
should have lied ; - 

My cock is, I thank Christ, safe and well a-fine. / ^ i ^ 
Chat. Yea, but that rugged colt, that whore, 10 "i^ 
that Tth of thine, ^ 

Said plainly thy cock was stoFn, and in my house / j ^ 
was eaten ; ^ 

That lying cut is lost, that she is not swinged and / ^ \ 
beaten. ^U 

And yet for all my good name it were a small ' ^ 
amends ; ..^ 

I pick not this gear (hear'st thou) out of my '^' ^\ 
fingers* ends. ' 

But he that heard it told me, who thou of late / 1>^ 
> / didst name : 

Diccon, whom all men knows, it was the very same, j c ^ 
^AILY. This is the case ; you lost your neele | fc? **.- 
about the doors ; ,-^ 

And she answers again, she base no cock of youre ; ' ^'^ 
Thus in your talk and action, from that you do / b 4^ 
intend, ^ 

She is whole five mile wide fix>m that she doth | ^ S 

defend. 
Will you say she hath your cock 1 \U^ 

Gammer, No, marry, sir, that chill not / 4^ 
Baily. Will you confess her nee'le % ( ^ V 
Chat. Will 1 1 no, sir, will I not , t ^ 

Baily. Then there lieth all the matter. ^ ^ 5 
Gammer. Soft, master, by the way, ^ / 
Ye know she could do little, and she coula not say y( ) 
nay. 
Baily. Yea, but he that made one lie about ,^7^ 
your cock-stealing. 
Will not stick to make another, what time lies be ) ^3> 

in dt^aling. 
I ween the end will prove tliis brawl did first arise f/V'^ 
Upon no other ground but only Diccon's lies. . "^ i 
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Chat. Though eome be lies, as you helik« have i 
espied them : 
Yet other some be true, by proof I have well tried i 
them. 
Baily. "What other tiling beside this, dame 

Chati 
Chat. Many, sir, even this. 
The tale I told before, the self-aame tale it wait 



He G 






loss, 



! me, like a friend, warning * 



t my 



Else had my hens be stol'n each one, by God's cross. ' 
He told me Hodge would come, and in he came I 

indeed ; 
But as the matter chanced, with greater haste than ' 

speed. 
This truth was said, and true was found, as truly ' 
1 report 
Baily. If Doctor Rat be not deceived, it was i 

of another sort 
Doctor Eat. By God'a mothor, thou and he he 
a couple of subtle foxes ; 
Between you and Hodge I bear away the boxes. 
Did . not Diccon appoint the place, where thou 
should'st stand to meet him 1 
Chat. Yea, by the mass ; and, if he came, bad 

me not stick to spite him. , 

Doctor Rat. God's sacrament I the villain 
knave hath dress'd us round about ; 
Hp is the cause of all this brawl, that dirty shitten 

When Gammer Gurton here complained, and made 

a rueful moan, 
I beard him swear that you had gotten her needle 

that was gone. 
And this to try, he further said, he was full lutli : 

howboit 
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He was content with small ado to bring me where I f i^ 

to Ree it 
And where he sat, he said, full certain, if I would /^ 7 

follow his reed, 
Into your house a privy way he would me guide / 9 ^ 

and lead, 
And where ye had it in your hands, sewing about /f^ 
4 <. a clout, 

I And set me in the back-hole, thereby to find you out : ?*^~c) 
I And whiles I sought a quietness, creeping upon ^o I 
/ my knees, 

{^I found the weight of your door-bar for my reward ^ O 
and fees. 

Such is the luck that some men gets, while they ^ ^ 3 
"^ ' begin to mdl,^ " " 

In setting at one such as were out, minding to ^ ^f^ 

make all well. - 

Hoix;e. Was not well blest, gammer, to 'scape "X^ 5 
that scour ? And chad been there, 
llien chad been dress'd, belike, as ill (by the mass) 
as Gaffer Vicar. 
Baily. Marry, sir, here is a sport alone; I 
looked for such an end ; 
If Diccon liad not play'd the knave, this had been 

soon amend 
My gammer here he made a fool, and dress'd her 

as she was ; 
And goo<iwife Chat he set to scold,^ till both parts ' 

cried, alas ! 
And Doctor Rat was not behind, whiles Chat hia 

crown (lid pare ; 
I would the knave had been stark blind, if Hodge 
had not his share. '^ 

Hodge. Cham meetly well-sped already among^a, 
cham dressed like a colt ; 



' i.f., To meddle.— 5^. • Old copy, ScoU. • [PutUm.] 
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And cha<l not had the better wit, cUaii been made 
a dolt. 
Baily. Sir knave, make haste Diccon were_ >j^_ 
here ;' fetch liim, wlierever he be. "/v^ 

Chat. Fie on the villain, fie, fie, that makes ua 

thus agree ! 
Gaumer. Fie on him, knave, with all my heart, 

now fie, and fie again I 
Doctor Rat, Now fie on him, may I beat say, 

whom he hath almost slain. 
Baily. Lo, where he cometh at hand, belike he 
was not far. 
Diocon, here be two or three thy company cannot 
spare. 
DiccON. God bless you, and you may be Weas'd, 

80 many all at once ! 
Chat. Come, knave, it were a good deed to geld 
thee, by Cock's bones. 
Seestnotthyliandiworkl sir Rat, can yeforbearhiml 
DiccoN. A vengeance on those hands light, for 
my hands came not near him. 
The whoreson priest hath lift the pot in some uf 

these alewives' chairs. 
That liis head would not serve him, belike, to 
come down the stairs. 
Baily. Nay, soft, tliou ma/st not play the 
knave, and have this language too ; 
If thou tliy tongue bridle a while, the better 

may'at thou do; 
Confess the truth as I shall ask, and cease a while 

to fable, 
And for thy fault, I promise thee, tliy handling 

shall be reasonable. 
Hast thou not made a lie or two, to set these two 
by the ears ] 
DlCCON. What, if I have 1 five hundred such 
have 1 seen within these seven years : 
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I am sorry for notihing «1m, but that I aee nnt thm 

sport, ■ 

Which was between them when they met, as they 
themselves report 
Baily. The greatest thing, Master Sat^ ye see 

how he is dress'd. 
DiGCON. What devil, need he be groping so 

deep in goodwife Chat's hens' nestt 
Baily. Yea, but it was thy drift to bring him 

into the briars. 
DiOGON. God's bread ! hath not such an old fool 
wit to save his ears ) 
He showeth himself herein, ye see, so very a oox,^ 
The cat was not so madly allured by the fox,' 
To nm in the snares was set for him doubtless ; 
For he leapt in for mice, and this sir John for 
madness. 
Doctor Rat. Well, and ye shift no better, ye 
losel lither ^ and lazy, 

^ Minsheu, in his Dictionary^ 1627 (•■ quoted by ICr 
Toilet, in his ** Notes on Shakspeare," vol. v. p. 438, aaja : 
" Natural ideota and fools have and still do aoenstome them- 
selves to weare in their cappes cockes feathen, or a hat 
with a nccke and head of a cock on the top^" fte.. From 
this circumstance Diccon probably calls Dr Bat a com; 
that is, a coxcomb, an idiot. 

* Seethe *' History of Re vnard the Fox,** chap. tIL, edit. 
1701—5. 

' [Wicked.] Lither is used sometimes for weak or UsiAer, 
at other times lean or paU. Several examples of the former 
are collected by Mr Steevens (''Notes on Sbakspeare^" toL 
vi., p. 263). 

Again, in "Eaphoes and his England," 1583, p. 24: 
" For as they that angle for the tortoys, having onee eaughi 
him, are driven into such a Z^tA«niet«, that th^ loose all 
their spirit es, being benummed so/* &c. Of the latter, the 
following will serve as a proof (Erasmna's "Praiae of 
Folic/' Chaloncr's translation, 1549, sig. F 2) : '<0r atleti 
hyre some youngc Phaon for mede to dooe the thyng^ ttill 
daube theyr lither ehekes with peintyng/' Ac. 
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is to mnke ye leap at a daJBy.' 
, Master Baily, I charge you 



1 will go near for ■ 
In the king's nan 
set him fast. 
DiccON. What ! fast at cards or faet on eluep I 

it is the thing I did lost 
Doctor Kat. Nay, fast in fetters, falee varlet, 

according to thy deeds. 
Baily. Master Doctor, there ia no remedy, I 
must entreat you needs 
Some other kind of punishment. 

Doctor Rat. Nay, by All-Hallows, 
"His punishment, if 1 may judge, shall be nought 
" " , else but the gallows. 
Baily. Tliat were too sore ; a spiritual mail 

to be so extreme ! -..-.. 

"DocfoH Eat. Is he worthy any better, air 1 

how do you judge and deeml 
Baily. I grant him worthy punishment, but 

in no wise so great 
Gammer. It is a shame, ich tell you plain, for 
such false knaves entreat 
He has almost undone us all, that is as true as 

steel 
And yet for all tliis great ado, cham never the 
near my nee'le. 
Baily. Can'st thou not say anything to that, 
Diccon, with least or most ) 

Diccon. Yea, marry, sir, thus much 1 can say 

" well, the nee'le is lost 

Baily. Nay, canst not thou tell which way that 
neudle may be found J 

' [An appnrcnl reference to tbe Btor; tald in one of lbs 
eart; jeBUbiKikB of u felloir who if«x led to execution, and 
who, when on tha gallowi, instcDil of » neck-veree, cried 
out, " Have at you daiBj' tbat grows jonilcr ! " and iKapl 
off the ladder. See "Pitai]airfl JesM," 1601. repr. Hazlltl, 
p. 48.1 



/ 
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DiccoN. No, by my fay, sir, thou^ I might 

have an hundred poundL 
Hodge. Thou liar lickdish, didst not say the 

neele would l>e gotten ? 
DiccoN. No, Ho<ige; by the same token you 
were that time beshitten, 
For fear of hobgoblin — you wot well what I mean. 
As long as it is since, I fear me yet ye be scarce clean. 
Baily. Well, Master Rat, you must both leam 
and teach us to forgive. 
Since Diccon hath confession made, and is so dean 

shreve : 
If ye to uie consent to amend this heavy chance, 
I will enjoin him here some open kind of penance : 
Of this condition — where ye know my fee is twenty 

pence 
For the bloodshed, I am agreed with you here to 

dispense ; 
Ye shall go quit, so that ye grant the matter now 

to run, 
To end with mirth among us all, even as it was 
begun. 
Chat. Say yea, Master Vicar, and he shall sure 
confess to be your debtor, 
And all we that be here present will love you much 
the better. 
Doctor Kat. My part is the worst ; but since 
you all hereon agree. 
Go even to, Master Baily, let it be so for me. 
Baily. How say'st thou, Diccon, art content 

this shall on me depend ? 
Diccon. Go to, Master Baily, say on your 

mind, I know ye are my friend. 
Baily. Then mark ye well; to recompense 
this thy former action. 
Because thou liast offended all, to make them satis- 
faction. 
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Before their faces here kneel down, and as I shall 

thee teach, v 

For thou shalt take an oath of Hodge's leather) 

breech ; 
First for Master Doctor, ui)on pain of his curse, 
Where he will pay for all, thou never draw thy 

purse : 
And when ye meet at one pot, he shall have the 

first pull ; 
And thou shalt never offer him the cup, but it be 

full 
To goodwife Chat thou slialt be sworn, even on 

the same wise. 
If she refuse thy money once, never to offer it twice. 
Thou shalt be bound by the same here, as thou 

dost take it : 
When thou may'st drink of free cost, thou never 

forsake it. 
For Gammer Gurton*8 sake, again sworn shalt thou 

be. 
To help her to her needle again, if it do lie in thee ; 
And likewise be bound, by the virtue of that. 
To be of good a-bearing to Gib her great cat. 
Last of all for Hodge, tne 6ath to scan. 
Thou shalt never take him for fine gentleman. 
Hodge. Come on, fellow Diccon, chall be even 

with thee now. 
Baily. Thou wilt not stick to do this, Diccon, 

I trow ? 
Diccon. No, by my father's skin, my hand down 

I lay it ; 
Look, as I liave promised, I will not denay it ; 
But, Hodge, take good heed now, thou do not be- 

shit me. 

[And ^ve him a good blow on t/ie buttock. 
Hodge. Gog's heart, thou false villain, dost thou 

bite me ? 
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Bailt. What, Hodge, doth he hurt thee, ere 

ever he })e begin 1 
HoDCSR. He thrust me into the buttock with a 

bodkin or a pin, [He ditcaven the needU. 

I say, gammer, gammer ! J ^ 1 
Gammer. How now, Hodge, how now ! 3 ^ ^ 

Hodge. God's malt, gammer Gurton ^^ fi 9 

Gammer. Tliou art mad, ich trow. ^tf o* 

Hodge. Will you see the devil, gammer t *i / / 
Gammer. The devil, son ! God bless u& h i ^^ 
Hodge. Chould, [if] ich were hanged, gammer, i /3 
Gammer. Marry, see, ye might dress us. 3 / ^ 
Hodge. Chave it, by the mass, simmer. '<3 / ^ 
Gammer. ^Vhat, not my neele, Hodge t 4 / fc) 
Hodge. Vour nee*le, gammer, your neela '•^ (^ 
Gammer. No, fie, dost but dodge. "^ j ^ 

Hodge. Ch' a found your neele, gammer, hero d '9 

in my hand be it. J 

Gammer. For all the loves on earth,^ Hodge, let 'b ^ 

me see it. 
Hodge. Soft, gammer. ^ X ( 



^ For the lore of God, of heaven, or anything lacred, are 
a4JurHtion8 frequently osed at this day, and appear likewise 
to have been bo at the time thie play was written. FhMn 
the indiBcriminate use of them, it became cnatomaiy on rerj 
earnest occasions to request of all hve$,OTfor ail tk^ UnfttM on ' 
earth. Of these modes of expression, Mr Steerena hathpro- 
duced the following examples : "Coiyariiig his wife rf oil 
love$ to prepare cheer fitting." — ** Honest Whore," part 1. 

** Desire him qfdU Utvet to come orer quickly.'* 

.PlMtus^s Metuedmi, INft. 

" I pray thee/»r all Una be thou mj mynde stns I am thyne.** 

—AcolaatuM, IMO. 

*'Mr8 Anicn desired him of all lovet to come hack 

againe.** — Holinshed's Chrotiicle, p. 1064. — "Notes on 

Shakspearc," vol. i., p. 279. 

Again — 

•' speak <ifaU tovet." 

—Midtummer NigkCt Drtam, aei IL, M. S. 
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Gammer. Good Hodge. ^ ^ ^ 

Hodge. Soft, ich say, tarry a while. 2> > -^ 
Gammer. Nay, sweet Hod^e, say truth, and not ^ '^V^ 

me befiniile. ^ 

Hodge. Cham sure on it ; ich warrant you, it o j^'o 

goes no more astray. , 

Gammer. Hodge, when I speak so fair, wilt still 3 ^ >» 

say me nay % 
Hodge Go near the light, gammer, 'tis well in ^ -^ / 

faith, good luck : a -^ JT 

Ch' was almost undone, 'twas so far in my buttock. ^ ^ <5 
Gammer. 'Tis mine own dear nee'le, Hodge, ^ J^ ^ 

sikerly ^ I wot. v ^ f . 

Hodge. Cham I not a good son, gammer, cham 

I not) 
Gammer. Christ's blessing light on thee, hast 

made me for ever. 
Hodge, Ich knew that ich must find it, else ^ "^ 

chould a' had it never. 
Chat. By my troth, gossip Gurton, I am even 3 d i 

as glad, 3 ^ uu 
As though I mine own self as good a turn had. / ^ 

Baily. And I by my conscience, to see it so 3 b ^ 

come forth, , 
Rejoice so much at it, as three needles be worth. -o ^ U 

Doctor Rat. I am no whit sorry to see you so ^ ^6 1 

rejoice. -^ x. ^ 

DiccoN. Nor I much the gladder for all this noise. O i> e> 

Yet say, gramercy, Diccon^ for springing of the i J / 
game. ' 

Gammer. Gramercy, Diccon, twenty times ! 0, ?•% ll^ \ 

how glad cham ! ^ ^ 



^ Securely or certainly. So in Chaucer's " Troilus and 
CresBida," Book iii., 1. 838— 

** The drede of leslng maklth him, that he 
May in no parflte tUumetu jbe." 
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If that chould do so much, your masterdom to come 2/ ^1 
hither, ' ' 

Master Rat, goodwife Chat, and Diccon t-ogether ; J) 
Cha hut one halfpenny, as far as ich know it. 
And chill not rest tliis night, till ich bestow it. 
If ever ye love me, let us go in and drink. 
Baily. I am content, if the rest think as 
think. 
Master Ilat, it shall be best for you if we so do. 
Then shall you warm you and dress yourself toe. 

Diccon. Soil, sirs, take us with you, the com- Cbtf -t 

jmny shall be the more ; f 

As proud comes behind, they say, as any goes be- ^ ^^ 

fore. ->,!,'"/ 

But now, my good masters, since we must be gone, *^ -^ 

And leAve you behind us here all alone : ^ ^'•a 

Since at our last ending thus merry we be, ^^^ 

For Gammer Gurton's needle sake, let us have a Ji V' 

plaudite. 
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Imprinted at LondS in Paules ChurcheTBide, at the 
Eigne of the Lucrece, by Thomas Purfoote. 1667. 4*. 
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iMR HALLIWEIX'S PREFACE. 



The interlude, presented to the modem reader for tlie 
first time in the following pages, was printed from a 
copy formerly in the possession of Steevens, the eminent 
Shakspearian critic, before it was noticed that a copy in 
the British Museum contained several variations and 
superior readings.^ These were the more important, 
settling in some places the distribution of the speeches 
with greater accuracy than they were arranged in the 
exemplar we used. Perhaps, indeed, this may in some 
measure have arisen from the one last mentioned having 



^ [To the former edition. Printed for the Percy Society, 
1849.] 

*- These have all been adopted in the present reprint. 
The variations exhibited in the Percy Society's text should 
be rather called mistakes of the tran8cril>er, and two whole 
lines were omitted.] 
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been wlmt booksellers tecliiiically term " cropped,** but 
wc have noticed all variations of importance in the 
notes, and some of them seem incom}>atible with any 
8Upi>osition, except that there were two different im- 
])^es^ions in the same year,^ or that the Museum copy 
had been corrected while the work was in the pressw 

Mr Collier conjectures that the " Trial of Treasure " 
was written some years l)eforc it was printed, but sub- 
sequently to the composition of ''Lusty Juventus," 
which is, he says, ''mentioned in it" But it appears to 
me that the allusion to '* Lusty Juventus " [p. 263], is 
merely a generic proverbial title, and has no reference 
whatever to the old play so called. Mr Collier (" Hist. 
DraTiL Poet." ii., 330), lias given a brief analysis of the 
interlude now reprinted. 

December 21, 1849. 



^ The Museum copy has a woodcut on the back of the 
title-page, which is wanting in the other copy, a drcimi* 
stance which appears to confirm this opinion. 
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Do ail things to edify the Congregation. 

Diogenes, which used a barrel for his house. 
Being fled from his father to the city of Athens, 
Comforted himself much in beholding the mouse, 
Which desired neither castle nor hold for her 

defence ; 
Concerning sustentation she made no difference. 
But ate whatsoever to her did befall. 
And, touching her apparel, she had least care of 

all; 
This poor mouse's property noted Diogenes, 
Which oftentimes also he would have in sight. 
And though he were disciple unto Antisthenes, 
Yet he learned of the mouse as much as he 

might; 
In the science of 'sophy he had great delight. 
But concerning his state and outward condition, 
The most can declare, if you make inquisition. 
On a time he chanced accompanied to be 
With Alexander, which stood between him and 

the sun : 
What requirest thou to have, Diogenes (quod he) % 
Is there any thing that by me may be done % 
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I pray thoe stand aside, and make a little room 
(Quod Diogenes;, that the sun upon me may 

shine, 
Nought else require I of that that is thina 
He used to say, that as servants be obedient 
^o their bodily masters, being in subjection, 
(Even so evil men, that are not content, 
\A.re subjects and slaves to their lusts and affection ; 
Tliis lesson unto us may be a direction 
Which way our inclination to bridle and subdue. 
Namely, if we labour the same to eschew. 
Thus see you how little this philosopher esteemed 
Tlie abimdant possessions of this mundane treasure. 
Which yet, notwithstanding, at these days is 

deemed 
To be the original and fountain of pleasure ; 
This causeth lust to reign without measure. 
To the which men are subjects, Diogenes doth 

say, 
Yet both lust and treasure in time weareth away. 
A philosopher is he that wisdom doth love, 
Which before Pjrthagoras wise men were named. 
Now, Diogenes being wise, this doth approve 
That some men of this age ought as fools to be 

blamed. 
For where the one with treasure-lack his life 

framed. 
The other travail, care, and labour with greedi- 
ness 
The same by all means to enjoy and possess. 
As lust with the lusts converteth to dust. 
And leaveth of force liis pleasant prosperity. 
So treasure in time is turned to rust. 
As St James, in his epistle, showeth the verity ; 
Hereof we purpose to speak without temerity. 
Therefore our matter is named the Trial of Trecunre, 
Which time doth expel with all mundane pleasure. 
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Both merry and sliort we pur|wsii to be, 
And tlierofore rei|uire your panton and patience ; 
We trust in our matter nottung you eliaU see, 
Tliat to the godly may give any offence ; 
Though tJie style be barbarous, not fined with 

elo(]ueuce. 
Yet our author desireth your gentle acceptation. 
And we the players likewise with all humiliatiorL 



Eiiier Lust, like a gallaitt, siagi-ag ihU soiy. 

lleigho, tare aioag, let the world pan, 
For I am aa liwti/ as ever I iimt; 
InfioVKTg I fioiiriih at Unstomi in if ay, 
Jleigko, care awtiy ; heu//iii, care atmij// 

Lust. \Vhat the devil ailed me to sing thus I 
i crj- you mercy, by my faith, for ent'ring ; 
Most like I liave ridden on the flying Peg&eus, 
Or in Cock Lorel's barge I have been a vent'ring. 
Sing ) why, I would sing, if it were to do again, 
WitJi Orpiious and Amphion I went to school : 
What I lads must be lively attending on the traiu 
Of Lady Delectation, which is no email fool 
Hey rouse, fill all the i>ots in the house ; 
Tush, man, in good fellowship let us be merry. 
Look up like a ouiu, or it is not worth a lotiBC ; 
Heigho, troly ; hey, dery, dorj'. 
Ha, pleasant Youth and lusty Juvcntus, 
In faith, it is good to bo merry this May : 
For of man's Lving here there is no jwint endentus,' 
Therefore a httle mirth is worth much sorrow, 
some say. 
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EnUr Just. 

But remember ye not the wise man's sentence t 

It is better in the house of mourning to be 

Than in the house of laughter, where folly haih 

residence, 
For lightness with wisdom cannot agree ; 
Though many have pleasure in foolish phantasy. 
Ensuing ^ their inclination and lust, 
Yet much better is the life of one that is just. 

Lust. Sir, in this you seem against me to inveigh. 

Just. Nothing but reason, 1 think, I do say. 

Lust. Marry, you shall have a nightcap for 
making the reason. 
Friend, have you not a piece of stock-fish to sell f 
I would you had a dish of buttered peason. 
By my faith, your communication likes me well. 
But, I beseech you, tell me, is not your name 
Just? 

Just. Yes, forsooth. 

Lust. And my name, thou shalt understand, is 
Lust, 
And according thereto I am lusty indeed ; 
But, I think, thou hast drunk of Morpheus seed. 
Thou goest like a dromedary, dreamy and drowsy; 
I hold twenty pound the knave is lousy ! 

Just. Mine apparel is not like imto thine, 
Disguised and jagged, of sundry fashion ; 
Howbeit, it is not gold always that doth shine, 
But corrupting copper of small valuation ; 
Too horrible besides is thy operation, 
Nothing more odious unto the just. 
Than the beastly desires of inordinate lust. 

Lust. It is a shameful thing, as Cicero doth 
say, 

* [Following.] 
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That a man hia own atta ehoulil praise and com- 

inenil ; 
Hypocrites auouatom th« like, day by day, 
Checking other men, when they do offend. 

Just. Yea, but it is an hard thing, saith the 
philosopher, 
For a foolish man to have his manners reprehended ; 
And even at this day it is come so far, 
God grant, for his mercy, it may be amended ! 
For tell a man friendly now of his fault. 
Being blaaphemy, pride, or vile fornication. 
He will be as presumptuous as Haman the halt, 
And repay wiUi revenge or else defamation : 
Tliua few men a frienclly monition will bear, 
But stoutly persist and maintain their ill ; 
And in nobli-men's bouses truly I ilo fear. 
There are too many have such forward will 

Lust. Wounds and hearts,' who can abide this t 
Nay, ye vile villain, I will dress yoii therefore ; 
Your lazy bones I pretend * so to bless, 
That yuu shall have small hist to prate any more. 

Just. Behold the image of incipient fools 1 
Tliere['re] not a few even now of thy property ; 
Until you be put into poverty's schools 
Ye will not forsake this foolish insolency. 

Lust. Vay, soft, with thee I have not made an 
end. [Drate out hit ineord. 

Just. The just against lust must always con- 
tend. 
Therefore I propose to wrestle with thee \pHt it «pj, 
Who shall have the victory, straightway we shall 
see. 

Lust. 'WTien thou wilt ; by hia flesh, I shall 
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[Wrestle, and Ut LusT teem to have the better 
at the first. 
Just. I know that Lust useth not little to brag» 
Lust. Thou shalt find me as mighty as Samson 

the strong. 
Just. Yea^ the battle of lust endureth long. 
Lust. Wounds and flesh ! I was almost down 
on my back ; 
But yet I will wrestle, till my bones crack. 

[Stay, and then speak. 
Just. The end of thy presumption now doth 

api)ear. 
Lust. Yet do what thou canst, I will not lie 
here; 
No, by his wounds, you old doting knave J 

[Cast him, and let him <srise again^ 
Thinkest thou that Lust will be made a slave t 
I shall meet you in Smithfield, or else other-where. 
By Ids flesh and blood, I will thee not forbear ! 

Just. Not of my power I do thee expel, 
But by the might of his sprit that dwelleth in me : 
Inordinate lust with the just may not dwell, 
And therefore may not I accompany thee. 

Lust. Well, goodman Just, it is no matter, 
But, in faith, I pretend not with thee to flatter ; 
Though from thy company depart I must, 
I shall live as much in wealthiness, I trust. 

[Go out He must drive him out. 
Just. AVliere most wealth is, and most delecta- 
tion, 
There Lust is commonly of most estimation ; 
For whereas wealth wanteth, idleness doth slake^ 
For where idleness is, Lust parteth the stake. 

[Pause. 
Thus have you seen the conflict of the just, 
Which all good men ought to use and frequent ; 
For horrible are the fruit* of inorrlinate lust. 



Which in some case rceimbleth Hydra the serpent, 
Whose head being cut off, another riseth incon- 
tinent : 
So, one of Lnst's cogitations being cut away, 
There riseth up another, yea, many, we may say. 
It is requisite therefore that every degree 
Against this his lust both strive and contend ; 
And though, at the first, he seem sturdy to be, 
The Lord will convince ' him for you in the end. 
Your cause unto him therefore wholly commend, 
Labouring to avoid all inordinate lust, 
And to practice in life to live after the Just. 

[Oo ouL EiiUr IndinatioR, Hit Vic*. 
Inc. I can remember since Noe's ship 
Was made, and builded on Salisbury Plain ; 
Tlie same year the weathercock of Paul's caugtit 

the pip. 
So that Bow-bell was like much woe to sustain. 
1 can remember, 1 am so old, 
Since Paradise Kites were watched by night ; 
And when that vulcauus was mafle a cuckold, 



sight. 



Among the great gods I appeared 

Nay, for all you smiling, I tell you true. 

No, no, ye will not know me now ; 

The mighty on the earth I do subdue. 

Tush, if yon will give me leave, I '11 tell ye how ; 

Now, in good faitn, I care not greatly. 

Although I declare my doily increase ; 

But then these gentlewomen will be angr). 

Therefore I think beat to hold my peace : 

Nay, I beseech you, let the matter stay. 

For I would not for twenty [wunds come in tiiei 

hands; 
For if there should chance to be but one Dalila, 
Bythe mass, they would 1) 



n Samson's hanils ! 
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But wliat, mean I first with them to l>egin, 

Seeing that in all men I do remain 1 

Ifecause that first I remainetl Eve within. 

And after her Adam, and so forth to Cain. 

I perceive by your looks my name ye would know ; 

Why, you are not ignorant of that, I dare say ; 

It is I that do guide the bent of your bow. 

And nileth your actions also day by day ; 

Forsooth, I am called Natural Inclination, 

Wliich bred in old Adam's fostred bones ; 

So that I am proper tp his generation, 

I will not away with casting of stones ! 

I make the stoutest to bow and bend : 

Again, when I lust, I make men stand upright ; 

From the lowest to the liighest I do ascend. 

Drawing them to things of natural might 

Enter LusT and Sturdiness, singing (Jm 9ong. 

Wliere is the knave that so did rave f 

O, that we could him jimf, 

We would him make for fear to quake, 

TJuit lout of lobhish kimL 

My name is Lust, and let him trust 

That I will have redress; 

For thou and I teill make him fly. 

Mine old friend Sturdiness. 

Lust. Wliere is now that valiant Hercules % 
For all his brags, ho is now run away. 

Sturd. (braggingly.) By the guts of Goliah, 
it is best for his ease, 
For he was like for the pottage to pay. 

Inc. Cock's soul ! what bragging knaves have 
we here ] 
Come ye to convince the mightiest conqueror ? 
It was I, that before yon now <loth appear. 
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Which brought to cunfusion both Hector iiad 

Alexander : 
Look on this leg, je prating slaves, 
I remember since it was no greater than a tree ; 
At that time I had a couple of knaves. 
Much like unto you, that waited on me. 

Lust. Cock's precious soul, let us conquer the 

knave. 
Stubd. By Ms tlesh and sides, a good courage 

Stand you, therefore, a little aside, 
And ye shall see me quickly abate the fool's pride. 
[Draw out the gteord; make /Um pat it up : and 
then ttrike him. Look in your gpeelacla. 
Inc. Nay, I dare not, I, if thou lookest so big ; 
What, should such a boar fight with a pig I 
Put up thy sword, man, we will agree ; 
So, lo ! do BO much as bear that for me. 

Sturd. Nay, by hia heart then, I will you dress. 
Inc. Be good in thine office, gentle friend 
Sturdiness ; 
For though thou and I do seem to contend, 
Yet we are, and must be, friends till the end. 
StUBD. Come, give me thy baud, I beslirew 

thy heart. 
Inc. Nay, you must take all things in good part ; 
Who standetb yonder 1 Captain Lust ) 
Sturd. Yea, marry. 

ItiC No remedy then, to him go I must 
You have forgot, I dare say, your old friend In- 
clination ; 
But let ua renew acquaintance again, for Cock's 



I 



passion ! 

Lust. WTiy, i 

of old ; 



r acquaintance hath been 



I am yours at commandment, therefore be bold ; 
For LuBt can do nolhlng without Inclination, 



y 
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Chiefly in matters concerning a pleasant vocation. 
Inc. Indeed Lust may be taken for a thing 
indifferent, 
Except Inclination be joined thereunto ; 
But when that I once have revealed my intent, 
As I will men to work, so commonly they da 
Lust. Ye have heard of the combat between me 

and Just ] 
Inc. Yea, marry, I heanl say that you lay in the 

dust 
Lust. What say ye 1 
Inc. Neither one word nor other, ye may me 

trust. 
Lust Of mine honesty, my company he utterly 
refused. 
And in wrestling with me he gave me the foil. 
Saying that I had myself and other abused, 
Leading men in perplexity and marvellous toiL 
Sturd. By Gog's wounds, if we had found him 
here. 
We should, by his flesh, have abated his cheer. 

Inc. I perceive, Sturdiness, thou art no fool ; 
Tell me of fellowship, where wentest thou to school t 
Sturd. What, to read or write ? 
Inc. Nay, to swear and fight : 
For I think thou canst neither write, read, nor spell ; 
But in swearing and fighting thou dost exceL 

Sturd. Thou knowest that lam joined with Lust, 
And sturdy by nature I am in like case. 
What, let the world wag : all cannot be juat^ 
Some must natural inclination embrace. 
Lust. All men just? no, I remember the sen- 
tence of Tully, 
That no man is just that feared death, poverty, or 

pain. 
Which I do fear all, and that marvellously ; 
For fortune is variable, I do perceive plam, 
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And notwithstanding that Felix posseBsed great 

g!un, 
Vet when Paul preachetl of the judgmenUday, 
He trembled for fear, and bad him go away, 

Inc. Doth such paseions oft«n trouble your 

mindl 
LltsT. Nay, not often, but sometime I do them 
find; 
But then, to the intent to drive them awny, 
1 either go to sleep, or else to some play. 

Sturd. By Gog's precious heart, even so do I ; 
But sometime they comber me pestileutly. 

Inc. Well, Master Lust, such dumps to eschew, 
My advice and request you must needs ensue : 
That is, to become disciple to doctor EjiiouruB, 
And then you ithall have mirth by measure and 

overplus ; 
Tush, I know a couple companions in store 
That were marvellous meet for you evermore ; 
I wish you were known, you, unto them. 
Lust. Well, then, call them in. 
Inc. Here they come, each of them in a knave's 
skin. 



Enier ELATION and GREEDY ^iUT. Tkty ewj. 

With lust to live it our driiifht, 
In high rttate ajid dignity; 

Seeing that tht Jiitl pu! xu to flight, 
Let them alone in mitery. 

StdRD. Nay, they be lusty twla, I tell ye. 
Ela. What, Inclination ! methought I did smell 

thee: 
Give me thy band, ere we further go. 

Inc. Now, welcome in faith, and Greedy-gut 

also ; 
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But, sirs, are none of you both acquainted with 
Lust ] 

Lust. Yes, that they have been both of theniy 
I trust ; 
Welcome, sirs, in faith, welcome unto me. 

Ela. By my troth, I am glad your mastership 
to see 
In health and prosperity, as presently you be. 

Ore. Bom fay, zo am I wod all my heart 

Inc. This cow-bellied knave doth come from 
the cart ; 
Ise teach you to speak, I hold you a pound ! 
Curchy, lob, curchy down to the ground. 

Ore. Che can make curchy well enou'. 

Inc. Lower, old knave, or 1 11 make ye to bow 
The great-bellied lout methink cannot bend 
Yes, so, lo, he beginneth to amend. 

Lust. Well, sirs, now I remember ./Esop's advioe. 
Which he gave totheSamies^ against king Croesus ;* 
Therefore it is good to be witty and wise, 
And being in liberty to keep me still thus, 
I cannot abide a life that is dolorous, 
And seeing that my name is properly Lust, 
I hate the conversation of the just 

Inc. Well, Master Lust, first join you to me. In- 
clination. 
Next here with Sturdiness you must you acquaint ; 
Turn you about, and embrace Elation ; 
And that wealth may increase without any re- 
straint, 
Join you with Greedy-gut here in our presence. 
That all these in you may have prosperous influence. 

\Bow to tlu ground. 

Lust. Out, alas ! what a sudden passion is this ! 

am so taken, that I cannot stand ; 

^ [Samiana] ' [Original has Craasiu.] 
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The cramp, the cramp, hatli touched me, i-wia ; 
I shall die without remedy uow out of hand. 

GaE. By my matins cheese, our master is sick. 

Isa Stand bock, Nicol-iioddy, with the pudding- 
prick, 
More brains in thy skin than wit in thy brain. 
Such Greedy-gut in faith would be flain ! 
This cramp doth signiiy nothing in effect ; 
None of aU your counsels he will now reject, 
And therefore fear not to make full declaration. 
But liow he ia bowed by me Inchnatio'n. 

Stuhd. Then fear not the force of these that be 
just, 
But labour yourself to advance and augment i 
Be jocund and lively, sith your name is Lust, 
And then you shall easily obtain yonr intent 

F.LA. Esteem yourself always equal with the best, 
And seek for promotion, power, and dignity ; 
It is good when men may live aa they luat. 
And unto the just bear hate and malignity. 

GrE. zur, ye must be greedy to catch and to 
claw. 

Inc. Well said, Greedy-gut, as wise as a daw I 

Gre. Eat up, at a moutlit'ul, houses and lands. 

Inc. There 'a a vengeable mouth to — 

[Gitpf, ami the Vice gapt. 

GrK. Never fear God, nor the governor's law, 
But gripe, gripe, gripe greedily all that cometh in 

your hands. 
By the mass, but Hugh Howlet is pestilent witty, 
What guttish greediness the whoreson can t«ach t 
That thou art not erected, in faith, it is pity, 
&B high as three trees and a halter will reach. 

Lust. Marry, sirs, but your counsels hath set me 
on fire ! 
Hey, lusty lad, how fresh am I uow ! 
Lead me, Incliimtion, to have my desire, 



274 THE TRIAL OF TRSASURB. 

And then at thy request I will ever bend and bow. 
iNa He that bendeth to follow his own inclina- 
tion, 
Must nee<i8 live a wicked and vile conversation. 
But 8(), Master Lust, I will lead you to a place, 
Where you shall have pleasure enough in short 
space. 
Lust. Yea, but shall not this company go thithert 
iNa Yes, marry, we four will all go together ; 
But Sturdiness shall tarry to face out the matter. 
If Just peradventure against you shall clatter. 
Sturd. By the mass, and well said, but first let 

us sing. 
iNa I must tune my pipes first of all by drink- 
ing. 
Ela. Tush, what thent I pray thee help us a 

part. 
Inc. Yes, I will sing the treble with all my 
heart 

They nng. 

Lust shall be led by Inclination 

To Carnal Cogitation; 

Where Ltut i$ wholly led by wte^ 

He nmst faU to cupidity; 

Far carnal cares shall him assail^ 

And speedily they sfudl prevail; 

/, SturdinesSy will face it out 

In his cause, sturdy, stiff and stout 

Then Greedy-gut sliall make him eat 

Botli house and lands like bread and meat / 

Elation shall puff him high 

For to aspire above tlie sky; 

Then natural and lordly Lusi 

Shall with his power despise the J%tL 

Ela. Our song is ended, hast ihou other in stoi^t 
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Inc. I shall not have done this half hour ami 
more. 
Yet I will, now I remember. Come in, Lust ; 
That I go before, is but needfiil and just. 
You shall be now led by me Inclination 
To reason and talk with Carnal Cogitadon. 

Sturd, la there more vanity underneath the sun. 
Than to be inclined after this sort! 
Well, LuBt doth now as other have done. 
Yea, and do day by day, esteeming it a sport ; 
This Lust is the image of all wicked men. 
Which in seeking the world have all delectation ; 
They regard not God, nor his commandments ten. 
But are wholly led by their own inclination. 
First, to inculcate with Carnal Cogitation, 
And after to the desire of all worldly treasure. 
Which alone they esteem the fulness of pleasure. 
With Elation or Pride he is also associate. 
Which puffeth. up his senses with presumption 

pestilent ; 
Then Greedy -gut maketh them continually to grate 
On the mock of this world, which he thinketh per- 
manent. 
I, Sturdiness, to hear out all things am bent : 
Thus see you how men, tliat are led by their lust. 
Dissent from the virtuous, gooijly and just. 

[Go o«t. £nter JuST and SAPIENCE. 
Sap. Tlie advice of Ariatippus have in your mind. 
Which willed me to seek such things as be perma- 
nent. 
And not such as are of a vanishing kind. 
For the one with the other ia not equivalent 
Be circumspect, therefore, foreseeing and sapient. 
For treasures here gotten are uncertain and vain. 
But treasures of the mind do continually remain. 
Just. This' is the mind of Musonus, also I re- 
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Like as presently you have advertised me, 
For the which I cannot but thankfully render 
Such commendations as is requisite to be ; 
And as your name is Sapience, thus much I see. 
That oil heavenly wisdom you do depend, 
And not on as time doth bring to an end. 

Sap. Truth indeed, and therefore, your name 
being Just, 
With me and my documents must be associate ; 
WTiere, contrary, such as are led by their lust. 
To incline evil are always appropriate : 
They have not, as you have, battle and combat 
Against the cogitations that inwardly spring, 
But rather are obedient unto the same thing : 
And tliis is the occasion that men are so ambitious 
And so foolish, led by the lust of their bndn : 
Sometime to covet, sometime to be vicious ; 
Sometime the counsel of the wise to disdain ; 
Sometime to climb till they fall down again ; 
Sometime to usurp the possessions of other ; 
Sometime to disobey both father and mother. 

Just. Alas, what availeth it riches to enjoy, 
Though as much in comparison as Croesus the 

king 1 
WTiat helpeth it to have Helen in Troy, 
If the conscience of man continually stUig f 
Elation and Pride no commodity doth bring. 
But is often known the forerunner of shame. 
And the blot of immortal memory and fame. 

Enter INCLINATION, the Vice, 

Inc. Now, by my halidom, it is alone a < 
Better sport in my life I never saw. 
It is trim, I tell you, to dance with John and 

Jone a. 
We pass not a point for Gk)d nor his law : 
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But Lust is lusty, anil full of porridge : 
Cogitation and he in one bed doth lie. 
When here is Master Just, with his caiik'red cour- 
age, 
What, and old doting Sapience ! then I am dressed, I. 
So often already Just hath me restrained, 
That I dare not entice him any more, 
For through Sapience he hath me clearly disdained. 
That my courage is spent, and I have no more. 

[Make at going back. 
Sap, Nay, sofl, sir, we must talk with you, ere 

ye go. 
Inc. I cannot tony at this time, the truth is so. 
JosT. Nay, there is no remedy; with you we 

must talk. 
Inc. By the body of me, I hold Iiest that I walk, 
Or else leant to sjteak language another while. 
And so I may happen the knaves to beguile. 
Just. Tmn back, ere you go, we have somewhat 

Inc. Non point parle Eran^is, non, par ma foy. 

Sap. To deceive us now himself he doth prepare. 

Inc. Ick en can ghene english spreken von waer. 
Body of me, let me go, or else I shall piss : 
I-wis, Master Just, you have loved me ere this ; 
Therefore now he ruled after my counsel, 
And godly things for your commodity I shall you 
tell. 

Sap. Let him that is just not lightly ensue 
His vile inclination and carnal concupiscence. 
But let him rather contend the same to subdue ; 
And chiefly those that have knowledge of Sapience : 
Therefore to bridle this lust do your diligence, 
TTiw crafty provocations utterly to restrain, 
That Just may live, while life doth remain. 

Inc. Goodman Hobal, sjieak you in earnest 1 
What dost thou say, slujl the Just bridle me 1 
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No, no, brother Snaps, do the worst and thy best 
I will not be bridled of him nor of thee. 
Just. Seeing Sapience consisteth in heayenly 
document, 
And that heavenly document consisteth in Sapienoe, 
To bridle this wretch I cannot but consent, 
Sith I of his purpose have had oft intelligence. 

Inc. Yet again [to] bridle it doth not prevail; 
I will not be bridled of the best of you both. 
See you this gear f here 's one will make you to 

quail ; 
Stand back ! to kill you, Master Just, I would be 

loth! 
You have been so burned and Med of late, 
That it were pity to hurt you any more. 
Back, I say, or my dagger shall about your pate. 
By the mass, but I will, sir. 111 make your bones 
sore. [Struggle two or three times. 

Just. I will bridle thee, beast, for all thy brag- 
ging. 
Inc. In faith, goodman Just, I '11 hold ye wag- 
ging ; 
Nay, brother, ye shall find me a curst colt to bridle, 

Nay, in faith, better yet I will make thee to 
struggle. 
Sap. Never leave him, but ensue the counsel of 

Sapience. 
Just. Lo, now, I have brought him under obedi- 
ence. [Bridle Am. 
Inc. Not so obedient as thou thinkest me to 
have ; 
Nay, brother, ye shall find me a coltish knave : 
We-he-he, it is good for you to hold fast. 
For I will kick and winch, while the life doth last. 
Sap. Thou shalt kick indeed, but no victory 
win; 
Neither to conquer the Just to. ungodliness nor sin. 
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Inc. yea, yes, I will make a proclamation. 

Just. What shall that be 1 

Inc. If ye will give me leave, then you shall sue. 

yes ! is there auy man or woman that bath lost 
A gambolling gelding with & grey tail I 

Let him come to the crier, anil {>ay for hiH cost, 
And he will tell him tidings without any faJL 
Sap. To the intent that you may him sharply 
restrain. 
Let him not enjoy so much of the rein. 

[Bridlt hint atorfcr. 
Inc. Cock's soul, now the snafBe cutt«th my lip, 

1 would this lubberly knave had the pi{) I 

I shall leap no hedges while this bridle is ou, 
Out, alas I I think it will fret me to the bone. 
Sap. Thus should every man, that will be called 
Jmt, 
/^Bridle and subdue his bdostly inclination. 
That he in the end may obtain perfect trust, 
The messenger of God to give sight to salvation. 
JuBT. That trust to obtain with him I have 

struggled. 
Sap. Then let UH depart, and leave this beast 
bridled. [Go out both. 

Inc. May the devil go with you and his dun 
dame I 
Such horae-maat«rs will make a colt quickly tame ; 
I would he were hanged that this snaffle did.mako, 
It maketh my chaps eo shamelully to ache ; 
Ye have no pity on me, you, I see, by your 

laugliing ; 
I care not greatly, if I fall to ganiliullJng ; 
We-he-he-he-he-he, come aloft, I say. 
Beware the horse-heels, I advise you stand away j 
The rein of my bridle is tied so short. 
That I cannot make you any more sport. 
But though I be bridled now of the Just, 
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I doubt not but I shall be unbridled by Lust, 
And let not Just think but I will rebel, 
Although he bridle me ten times all well ; 
Though Nature saith one doom with a croch, 
It will not lie long, but incontinent approach ; 
'Even so, though tnat I be bridled a while, 
The colt will at length the courser beguile. 

Entn Greedy-gut running^ and caleh a fail 

Gre. Chill run, I, as fast as I can, 
Zurs, did none of you zee a man f 
Cham zent in haste from my Master Lust, 
So that Inclination needs come to him must 

Inc. \Miere is he nowl I. pray thee, tell me. 

Gre. AMiy, what have we here I Jesus, benedicite ! 
I hold twenty ix>und it is Balaam's ass ! 
Nay 'tis a colt, I see his titil, by the mass ! 

Inc. Am I a colt ] nay, tiiou liest like a knave. 
Somewhat for thy labour now shalt thou have. 

Gre. liobal, ho, lousy jade, must ye kick f 

Inc. Whoever saw such a desperate Dick I 
Why Greedy-gut, do'st thou not know Inclination 1 

Gre. Body of me, who hath drest thee of that 
fashion 1 
Thou art bridled for biting now indeed, 
Sirrah, Master Lust would have thee make 
8i>eed. 

Inc. I am bridled, I, even as thou do'st see, 
Therefoi-e desire him to come and help me. 
But what is the matt-er, that he for me sent f 

Gre. Marry, together with Greediness now he 
is Ijout ; 
He hath had long talk with Carnal Cogitation, 
And is set on fire by the moans of Elation, 
So that he is so lusty, he cannot abide. 
Therefore one or other for him must be spied. 
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Inc Well, Greedy-gut, I pray thee, go an 

Grk. Tush, fear not, chill spend no time ii 
Inc. I had rather than forty pence that h 
come ; 
If I be bridled long, 1 ehall be undone. 
So sharp is this snaffle, called Restraint, /^ 
That it maketh me sweat I am so Faint : 
Hark ! I hear the voice of my Master Lust ; 
Now I shall Ih) unbridled shortly, I trust. 

BnUr Lust. 

Lust. Cock's precious wounds, here hath been 

villainy. 
Inc. Eh, they have used me with too much 
villainy. 
That olil knave Sapience bo counselled Just ; 
But let me be unbridled, good Master Lust 

[Unbridle him. 
Lust. Lo, now thou art unbridled, he of good 

cheer. 
Inc. By'r Lady, I am glad I have gotten thus 
clear. 
But hark you. Master Lust, if I may do you 

pleasure. 
Whisper, whisper. 

Lust. She is called Treasure.' 

0, my heart is on fire, till she come in placa 

Inc. O Master Lust, she hath an amiable face ; * 
A tricker, a trimmer, in faith that she is. 
The goddess of wealth, proBi>erity, and bliss. 



' [[n the original tlie hemiaticb, Sht U catitd Trtatvrt, is 
udgned to IncliQstioti.] 
' This speecb is Dut aEBigned to hiHination Id Iha 
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Lust. But think you that this minion long en- 
dure shall 1 
Inc. For ever and ever, man, she is immortaL 
There be many other; but she exoeedeth them alL 
Lust. What be they, have you their names in 

store I 
Inc. Yea, hark, in your ear [whispers], and 

many other more. 
Lust. Sith that the apple of Paris before me ia 
cast, 
And that I may deliver the same where I will, 
I would Prometheus were here to help me hold fast, 
That I might have a fore-wit with me ever stilL 
Pallas, I consider, in science hath skill. 
But Juuo and Venus good will do I bear ; 
Therefore to give the apple I know not where. 
Inc. Be counsell'd by me, and give it Lady 
Treasure. 
It shall be for your commodity in the end without 

measure, 
For having the company of this minion lass. 
You shall never want the society of Pallas ; 
Juno, nor yet the armipotent Mars, 
Can not resist your strength, be they never so 

fierce ; 

/And as for Venus, you shall have [herl at pleasure, 

' For she is bought and sold always with Treasure ; 

She of her power hath whole countries conquered. 

The most noble champions by her hath been mur- 

thered ; 
Aeon for her sake was stoned to death. 
Tush, innumerable at this day spend their breath. 
Some hang or be hanged, they love her so well, 
She is the great goddess, it is true that I telL 
Lust, ^^^lich way should I work of her to have 

a sight ? 
Inc. I, Inclination, will lead you thither right ; 
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But we must have Greefly-gut and also Elation. 
Lust. They are at the house of Caninl Cogit*- 

Inc. Whither I would wish that we might depart; 
I will lead you thither with all my heart. 

EiUer Just, Trust, and Contentation. 

Trust, a woman plainly [apparelled^ and CoN- 
TENTATION kneel doivn and sinff, she have a rroum. 

So happy u lite state of thotf 

That vxUk upright and Just, 
That thou. Lord, doit thy fact di»do*e 

By perfect hope and trust. 
Their inclination thou dost ttay, 

ATtd sendfth them Sapience, 
Thai they shuald serve, and eke o/wy, 

Thy hif/h magtiifieence. 
And sendetl Conienlatioii, 

That ■we in thee may rest. 
Therefore all adoration 

To thee pertaineth best. 

Just. God careth for his, as the prophet doth 
say, 
And preserveth them under his merciful winge ; 
Namely the just, that his will do obey, 
Observing his holy commaadment in all things ; 
Not for our sake or for our deservings, 
But for hia own sake openly to declare. 
That all men on earth ought to live in his fear. 

Trust. How God hath blessed you, all men may 

For first at your entrance you conquered Lust, 
Not by your power, but by might of the deity, 
Afi all personB ought to do that be just 
Then tlirough Sapience, which Gud did you send, 
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You bridled that brutish beast Inclination, 
And also ordered you with Contentation. 

CoNT. Those that are contented with their voca- 
tion 
Be thankful to God ; this is a true consequent ; 
And those that be thankful in their conversation. 
Cannot but please the Lord God omnipotent ; 
But those that be sturdy, proud, and disobedient^ 
The Kuler of all rulers will them confound. 
And rot their remembrance off from the ground. 

Just. When Solon was asked of Croesus the 
king, 
What man was most happy in this vale terrestrial. 
To the end he seemeth to attribute that thing 
When men be associate with treasures celestial. 
Before the end can no man judge, he doth say. 
That any man is happy that here beareth breath. 
But then by his end prettily judge we may. 
Thus true happiness consisteth, saith he, after death. 
If this be a truth, as undoubtedly it is, 
AMiat men are more foolish, wretched, and miser- 
able, 
Than those that in these treasures accompt their 
I whole bliss ? 

Being infect with ambition, that sickness incurable ; 
Ah, wicked Adrastia, thou goddess deceivable, 
Thus to pluck from men the sense of their mind. 
So that no contentation therein they can find. 

Trust. The treasure of this world we may well 
compare 
To Circus the witch with her crafty cautility. 
Wherewith many men's minds so poisoned are. 
That quite they are carried into all fidelity ; 
They are conjured indeed, and bewitched so sore. 
That treasure is their trust, joy and delight 
True trust is expelled, they pass not therefore. 
And against contentation they continually fight 
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But tbough wicked men follow their lust, 
Crying, on eartli is our felicity and pleasure, 
Yet God doth so guide the hearts of the just, 
That they respect chiefly the celestial treasure. 

CoNT. Alas ! should we not have that eBtimation 
Which God hath prepared for his dear elect 1 
Should not our minds rest in full conteiitation. 
Having trust in this treasure, most high in respect 1 
St Faiu, whom the Lord so high did erect, 
Saith : It passeth the sense of oui- memory and 

mind, 
Much leas can our outward eyes the same find, 
And as for treasures which men possess here, N 
Through fickleness of fortune soon fadeth away j ^ 
The greatest of renown and most worthy peer 
Sometime falleth in the end to misery and decay. 
Record of Dionysius, a king of much fame. 
Of the valiant Alexander and Cfesar the strong. 
Becord of Tarquiniua, which Superbua had to name. 
And of Heliogabalus, that ministered with wrong; 
If I should recite all, I should stand very long, 
But these be sufiicient plainly to approve. 
How soon by uncertainty this treasure doth remove. 

Just. It id true ; therefore a mind well content 
Is great riches, aa the wiae King Solomon doth say. 
We have seen of late days this canker pestilent 
Corrupting our realm to our great decay — 
Ambition, I mean, which chiefly did reign- 
Among those that should be examples to others ; 
We saw how their brethren they did disdain. 
And burned with fire the child with the mother ; 
It is often seen that such monsters ambitious, 
As spare not to spill the blood of the innocent. 
Will not greatly stick to become seditious. 
The determination of God thereby to prevenL 
God grant every one of as earnestly to repent, 
And not to set our minds on this fading treasure. 
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'-^But rather wish and will to do the Lord's pleasure. 
Trust. O ye emperors, potentates, and princes 

of renown, 
Learn of Just with Trust yourselves to associate. 
That like as your vocation by right doth ask the 

crown, 
And also due obedience, being the appointed 

magistrate, 
So rule that at the last you may be resuscitate. 
And reign with the Ahnight/ with perfect eon- 

tinuance, 
Receiving double crowns for your godly governance. 
Ye noblemen, whom God hath furnished with 

flame, 
Be mindful to walk in the ways of the Just, 
Add virtue evermore to your honourable name, 
And be not overcome of concupiscence or lust. 
Flee from love of treasure, catch hold of me. Trust ; 
And then double felicity at the last you shall ' 

possess, 
And in all earthly doings Grod shall give yon 

succesa 
Ye poor men and commons, walk well in yonr 

vocation, 
Banish lust and desire, which is not convenient ; 
Let trust work in you a full contentation. 
Considering that it leadeth to treasures more 

excellent, 
For these are uncertain, but they are most per- 
manent. 
Your necessity supply with virtue and trust, 
And then shall you enjoy your crown among the 

just 
Just. As I, being properly nominate Just> 
Am here associate with Contentation, 
So have I my whole felicity in Trusty 
Who illnmineth mine eyes to see my salvation. 
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Trust. Fear ye not, shortly you shall have 
consolation, 
If I were once grown in you to perfection, 
Even thuB goeth it always with the children ot , 
election. 
Just, I will depart now ; will ye go with me, 

Trust 1 
Trust. Yea, I must always associate the Just 
CoNT. A psalm of thank^ving first let ua sing, 
To the land and praise of the immortal King. 

[Here, if you urill, ginff " the man u Utit 
Oudfear^h Uo4," dtc—Qo out. 

Enter INCLINATION, lavghing. 

Inc. Lust (quod he) ; now in faith ho is lusty, 
Lady Treasure and he hath made a match ; 
He thinketh that I were marvellous trusty, 
Because I teach him to claw and to catch. 
And nowadays amity iloth therein consist ; 
He that can flatter shall he well beloved ; 
But he that saith, (Aim and thu», miih Christ, 
Shall as an enemy bo openly reproved. 
Friendship, yua, friendship cousisteth now in adula- 
tion ; 
Speak f^r and please the lust of thy lord, 
I warrant thee be had in great estimation, 
When those that tell tnith shall be abhnrr'd. 
Ah, unhappy Lingua, whither wilt thou ren 1 
Take heed, I advise thee, lest thou he shent ; 
If ye chance to tell any tales of these gentlewomen, 
With flesh-hooks and nails you are like to be rent ; 
Nay, for the passion of me be not so moved. 
And I will please yon incontinent again. 
Above all treasures yon are worthy to be loved. 
Because you do no men deride nor disdain ; 
You do not contemn the simple and poor ; 
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You be not high-minded, proud, and presumptuous, 
Neither wanton nor wily you be nevermorey 
But gentle, loving modesty, and virtuous, 
Behold how a lie can please some folks' diet, 
Ofr] pacify their minds marvellous well 1 
All lust, I warrant ye, so they [bel in quiet. 
How to please you hereafter now I can tell : 
Hark, I near Lust and my Lady Treasure, 
They are given to solace, singing and pleasure. 

ErUer LuST and TREASURE, a woman finely 

appareUd. 

Lust. Ah, amorous lady, of beautiful face, 
Thou art heartily welcome into this place ; 
My heart is inclined to thee. Lady Treasure, 
My love is insatiate, it keepeth no measure. 

Tkeas. It is I, Master Lust, that will you advance ; 
Treasure it is that things doth enhance : 
Upon me set your whole affection and lust, 
And pass not a point for the ways of the Just. 
Treasure is a pleasure, bear that in mind ; 
Both trusty and true ye shall me always find. 

L^c. As trusty as is a quick eel by the tail ! 

[Aside. 
What, Lady Treasure, welcome without fail ; 
To be better acquainted with you once I trust, 
But I dare not in the presence of my Master Lust. 

[Treas.] Ye are welcome, sir, heartily ; what ! 
be of good courage ; 
Drawer, let us have a pint of white wine and 
borage. 

Lust. Wherefore, I pray thee tell ] 

Inc. Marry, methink you are not welL 

Lust. Not well 1 who can a better life crave, 
Than to possess such a lady as I have ? 
Is there any wealth not contained in Treasure 
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Ah, liuly, I love tliee, in fnitli, out of meaaurK. 
inc. It is out of measure indeed, as you say, 
And even so most men love her at thU day ; 
O, she ia a minion of amorous hue, 
Her peer in my days yet I never knew. 
Old (quod you) : I am an old knave, I tell ye, 
Nay, never laugh at the matter, for doubtless 1 

amell ye ; 
She passeth Juno, Ceres, and Pallas, 
More beautiful than ever dame Venus was, 
Othea in sapience she doth exceed. 
And Diana in dignity, of whom we do read ; 
^Vhat should fair Helen once* named be. 
She excelleth all these, Master Lust, believe me. 
Lust. How say you, is not this an eloquent ladl 
TsEAS, Tliat you have such a servant, truly I am 

glad. 
Inc. Ha, ha, now indeed I can you not blame. 
For women of all degrees are glad of the same ; 
They that Batt«r and speak them fair. 
Shall be their sons, and peradventure their hetr. 
Lust. You told me of a brother you had. Lady 

Treasure. 
Treas. Yea, sir, that I have ; his name is called 
Pleasure ; 
And seeing you enjoy me now at your will, 
Bight soon, I am sure, he will tome you until. 

Lust. Truly of him I would fain have a eight, 
For because that in pleasure I have marvellous 

delight 
/ Inc. Then honesty and profit you may bid good 
' night. [Aside. 

Lust. AVhat say'st thou 1 

'y appear ii 



I know by his ainguig the si 



she. 



[jl*vfe] Tlie mislwgotteu Or])heuR 1 think that he 
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Enter PLEASURE, singing this sotig, 

happy days and pUasant plays. 
Wherein I do delight-a; 

1 do pretend, till my lif^s end, 

To live stiU in stich pligJU-a, 

Inc. Master Pleasure, I perceive you be of good 

cheer. 
Pleas. What, Inclination, old lad, art thou here) 
Inc. Yea, sir, and Lady Treasure your sister, 

also. 
Pleas. Body of me, then unto her I will go. 
WTiat, sister, I am glad to meet with you here. 
Treas. Welcome unto me, mine own brother 
dear. 
Master Lust, this is my brother, of whom I told ; 
He is pleasant and lusty, as you may behold. 
Lust. Gentleman (I pray you), is your name 

Master Pleasure ? 
Pleas. Yea, sir, and I am brother to Lady Trea- 
sure. 
Lust. And are you contented to accompany me I 
Pleas. Whereas she is resident, I must needs 
be; 
Treasure doth Pleasure commonly precede.^ 
But the one is with the other, they have both so 
decreed. 
Inc. Marry, now you are well indeed, Master 
Lust ; 
This is better, I trow, than the life of the just : 
They be compelled to possess contentation. 
Having no treasure but trust of salvation. 
But my lady your mistress — my mistress, I would 
say, 

^ [Original has proceed.] 
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She worketh, you may see, to keeii you J'rtun decay. 

Lost. 0, madam, in you is all my delight, 
And in your brother Pleasure, both day and night. 
The Trial of Trfomn-e this ia indeed, 
I perceive tJiat she ia a true friend nt need; 
For I have proved her,according as TlialeB doth say, 
And 1 perceive that her beauty cannot decay. 

TREds. Always with you 1 will be resident, 
So that yonr life shall be most excellent. 

Pleas. Yea, sir, and me Pleiiaure also you shall 
have, 
So that none other thing there ueedeth to crave ; 
I will replenish your heart with delight, 
And I will be always with Tfeasure in sight 
But if you desire to enjoy me at your will, 
My aister you muat have in reputation still ; 
And then, as her treasure is certain and excellent, 
My pleasure shall be both perfect and permanent. 
Credit not those, air, that talk that and this. 
Saying that in two conslsteth no bliss. 
But let experience your mind ever move, 
And see if all men us two do not love. 

Inc. [nwi/e.] Love t yea, they love you indeed, 
without a doubt, 
^\Tiich shutteth some of them God'a kingdom with- 
out. 
They love you so well, that their God they do hate, 
Ab time hath declared to us even of late. 
But he that on such things his study doth cast. 
Shall he sure to be deceived at the last. 

Lust, ^Tiat dost thou say 1 

Inc. OfTreasure,forsooth,yeroustever hold fast, 
For if you should chance to lose Lady Treasure, 
Then farewell in post this gentleman Pleasure. 

Lust. My love to them both cannot be express'd, 
And especially, my lady, you I love best. 

Trkas. If you love me, as you do profess. 
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Be sure you shall want no kind of wealthiness. 
Pleas. And if you have wealthiness at your 
own will, 
Then will I Pleasure remain with you stilL 
Inc. [(uidf.] You are both as constant as snow 
in the sun, 
" Which from snow to water through melting doth 
run ; 
teut worldly-wise men cannot conceive that : 
To hunt for such mice they learn of the cat. 
Lust. My lady is amorous, and full of favour. 
Inc. [aside,] I may say to you she hath an ill- 
favoured savour. 
Lust. What sayest thou ? 
Inc. I say she is loving and of gentle behaviour. 
Treas. And so I will continue still, be you sure. 
Pleas. And I in like case, while your life doth 

endure. 
Lust. Ah trusty Treasure ! ah pleasant Plea- 
sure ! 
All wealth I possess now without measure ; 
And seeing that the same shall firmly remain, 
To help me sing a song will you take the pain % 
Treas. Even with ail my heart, begin when ye 

will 
Inc. [aside,] To it, and I will either help or stand 
stiU. 

Sing this Song. 

Am I not in blessed case. 

Treasure and Pleasure to possess f 
I would not wish no better place, 

If I may still have wealthiness : 
And to enjoy in perfect peace 

My lady, lady. 
My pleasant pleasure shall increase^ 
My dear lady. 
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IleUn man "^ wmpared be. 

Nor Creuula that wot to briyht ; 
Thttt cannot ttain the thine of ther. 
Nor yet Minerva of great might. 
ThoupasKut Veniu far ateag. 

Lady, ladg. 
Love thee I trill both night and day, 
J/y dear twig. 

My moute, my Tiobt, and coney sureet. 

My hope and joy, my wlinle delight; 
Dame Nature may fall at thy feet. 

And may yield to tlier her crown of right. 
I will thy body now embrace, 

Lady, lady; 
And kits thy ttteet and pleatant face. 
My dear lady. 

Enter God's Visitation. 
Visit. I am God's miniBter, called Visitation, 
Which divers and many ways you may understand 
Sometime I bring sickness ; sometime perturbation 
Sometime trouble and misery throughout the land 
Sometime I signify Glod's wrath to be at hand ; 
Sometime a forerunner of destruction imminent, 
But on executor of pain I am at this present. 
Thou insipient fool, that ha.Bt follower! thy lust, 
Disdaining the doctrine declared by Sapience, 
In Treasure and Pleasure hath been thy trust. 
Which thou thoughtest should remain ever in thy 

presence : 
Thou never rememb'red'st Thales his sentence. 
Who willeth men in all thin^ to keep a measure, 
Especially in love to uncertainty of treasure ; 
Even now I am come from visiting the Just, 
Because God beginneth first with his elect ; 
But he is so associated and comforted with Trust, 
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That uo kind of impatience his soul can infect 
Contentation in such sort his race doth direct, 
That he is contented with Grod's operation, 
Comfortably embracing me his Visitation ; 
But now I am come to vex thee with pain, 
Which makest Treasure thy castle and rock : 
Thou shall know that both she and Pleasure is 

vain, 
And that the Almighty thou canst not mock. 
Anguish and grief into thee I do cast. 
With pain in thy members continually. 
Now thou hast pain, thy pleasure cannot last, 
But I will expel him incontinently. 

Lust. O Cock's heart ! what a pestilence is this ! 
Depart from me, I say, hence, God's Visitation I 
Help, help, Lady Treasure, thou goddess of bliss ! 
At thy hands let me have some consolation. 

Treas. I will remain with you, be out of doubt 
Inc. Will ye be packing, you ill-favoured lout % 
Visit. Presently, indeed from him thou shalt 
not go. 
And why] because Grod's will hath not deter- 
mined so ; 
/ But in time thou, Treasure, shalt be turned to rust 
And as for Pleasure he shall now attend on the 
Just. 
Lust. Gog's wounds ! these pangs increase ever- 
more. 
Inc. And my little finger is spitefully sore ; 
You will not believe how my heel doth ache. 
Treas. {to Visitation). Nay, let me alone, 
your part I will take. 
{To Lust) Be of good comfort, while I here remain ; 
For Pleasure and he shall be parted in twain. 
Visit. It is not meet that he should be partici- 
pate with Lust, 
But rather virtuous, godly and just. 
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Lust. R«inam with me still, Master Pleasure, I 



Pleas. Nay, there is n 



ledy ; 1 must away ; 



Visit. I could in like case separate thy treasure, 
But God doth admonigh thee by losing thy pleasure, 
fffo out Visitation ami Pleasure. 
Inc. Fareweh, iu the devil's name, old lousy 
lout, 
That my master will die I stand in great doubt. 
Ho, ho, ho, how is it with you. Master Lust 1 
Lust. By the flesh of Goliah, yet Treasure is 
my trust, 
Though Pleasure be gone, and I live in piun, 
I doubt not but Treasure will fetch him again. 
Treas. Yea, that I will, fear not, and with you 



Inc. The property of rich men undoubtedly he 

hath, 
Which think with money to pacify God's wrath, 
And health at their pleasure to buy and to sell. 
How is Master Lust, are you anything well 1 
Lust. Against this Visitation my heart doth 

rebel 
Gog's wounds ! shall I still in these pangs remain t 
■Treas. Fear you not, Master Lust, I will help 

you again, 
Treasure in physic exceedeth Galenus : 
Tush ! there is no physician but we shall have with 

us; 
To the ease of your body thej will you bring. 
And therefore I pray you despair in no tiling j 
Put your trust always in me Lady Treasure, 
Anil I will restore you again unto Pleasure, 
For I am the goddoss that therein hath power, 
Which shall remain ]ierfect imto the last hour, 
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Inc. Yea, yea, Master Lust, be as merry as you 
may; 
Let Treasure be your trust, whosoever say nay. 

Enter Time. 

Time. The ancient Greeks have called me 
Chronos, 
Which in our vulgar tongue signifieth Time ; 
I am ent'red in presently for a certain purpose — 
Even to turn Treasure to rust and to slime, 
And Lust, which hath long disdained the Just, 
Ensuing his filthy and vile inclination, 
Shall immediately be turned to dust. 
To the example of all the whole congregation ; 
For Time bringeth both these matters to pass. 
As experience hath taught in every age, 
And you shall behold the same in this glass, 
As a document both profitable and sage. 
Both Lust and Treasure come forth with speed 
Into the shop of the most mighty Grod, 
There shall you be beaten to powder indeed, 
And for your abusion feel his scourge and rod. 

Inc. By Saint Mary ! then they have made a 
wise match, 
I pretend therefore to leap over the hatch : 
Nay, let me depart, sirs ; stop me not, I say. 
For I must remain, though both these decay. 

[Go out. 

Lust. Lust from the beginning frequented hath 
been. 
And shall I now turn to nothing for thee ? 

Treas. Treasure in all a^s hath been beloved. 
And shjdl she from the earth by thee be removed 1 

Time. You know that all such things are subject 
to time ; 
Therefore me to withstand is no reason nor rhjrme ; 



For like as all things in time their heginning had, 
So must all things In time vanish and fade. 

Lust. Gog's wounds, let Treasure remain still 
with me. 

Treas. Yea, let me continue still in my dignity. 

Time. Nay, I must cany you into Vulcan's fire, 
Where you shall be tried unto the uttermost 
Seeing Lust against Trust did daily conspire, 
To duBt he shall turn for all his great boast ! 
Both of you shall have one rigorous host ; 
Come therefore with speed, Time cannot tarry ; 
To the end of your felicity I will you carry. 

Treas. If there be no remedy, then tliere is no 
shift. 

Lust. He must needs go, that is driven by the 
devil's drift ; 
Ah ! Cock's precious sides, what fortune is this ! 
Whither go I now, to misery or bliss 1 [ffo out. 

Enter JuST, leading INCLINATION in hit bridle 

shackled. 

Inc. We — he, he, he, he ! ware the horse-heels, 
I say; 
I would the rein were loose, that I might ran 
away. 
Just. Nay, sith thou wUt not spare against me 
to rebel, 
I will not spare, by God's grace, thee to bridle ; 
All men may see how vile Inclination 
Spareth not to put the just to vexation ; 
Even so may all men learn of me again, 
i Thy beastly desires to bridle and restrain. 

Inc. Marry, sir, I am bridled indeed, as you 
say, 
And shackled, I think, for running away ; 
This snaffle is sharp indeed for the nonce. 
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And these shackles do chafe my legs to the bones ; 
And yet will I provoke, spam and prick, 
Rebel, repugn, lash out and kick. 
We-he !— 

Just. In the jade's name, are ye so fresh % 

This gear, I suppose, will pluck down your flesh. 
Nay, soft, thou shalt have a little more pain, 
For somewhat shorter now I will tie thy rein. 

Enter TRUST and CONSOLATION. 

Trust. Most blessed and happy, I say, are the 
just, 
£ven because they restrain their own inclination ; 
Thou, therefore, that hast made thy treasure of 

trust. 
Behold, I have brought thee here Consolation. 
Just. Now blessed be Gk>d of his mercy and 
grace. 
With all my heart and soul I do you embrace. 
Cox. Consolation is my name, even as Trust 
hath said. 
Which is joy or comfort in this life transitory ; 
He that possesseth me is of nothing afraid, 
But hath a most quiet and peaceable memory. 
For I, through Trust, doth show thee the glory 
That God hath prepared for them beforehand. 
Wherein at the last they shall perfectly stand. 
Trust. Receive this crown of felicity now at 
this space. 
Which shall be made richer at the celestial place. 
Inc. By'r lady, I would I had such a gay crown. 
Just. Now praised be Grod for this riches of re- 
nown ; 
Felicity, in this world, the just doth enioy. 

[Inc. cuide.] Namely, when the devil can them 
not annoy. 
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[Just.] The Lord's work this ia, wUo be praised 
for ever, 
Who grant us in his laws Etill to peraever. 

Con. Amen, amen ! — God give us delight 
In his holy covenant both day and night. 

Trdst. Our matter ia almost brought to an end. 
Saving that Inclination in prison must be shuL 
Just, carry him forth, that useth to contend. 
And see that surely enough he be put. 

Jdst. That shall be done shortly, by God's grace. 

Inc. What, soft, I say, me-think ye go a shame- 
ful pace ; 
Was tliere ever poor colt thus handled before 1 
Fie upon it, my legs be unreasonably sore ; 
Well, yet 1 will rebel, yea, and rebel again, 
And though a thousand times you nhouldest me re- 
strain. [Lead him mU. 

Eater TlME, leilh a Hmilitude of dutt and rutt. 

Time. Behold here, how Lust ia converted into-. 
dust; I 

This is his imi^, his wealth and prosperity; / 

And Treasure in like case is tum^ to rust, v 

Whereof this example showeth the verity. / 

The Trio/ of TreatuTe this is, no doubt, I 

Let all men take heed that trust in the same, \ 

Considering what things I Time bring about, ■ 

And quench out the ungodly, their memory and 
fame. 

Enter JuST. 

JUBT. Why, and ia Lust and Treasure converted 
to this 1 

Time. Yea, forsooth. 

Just. What foolish man in them would put trust. 
If this be the iinal end of their bliss I 
Much better I commend the life of the just. 
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Con. So it is, uo doubt, for they have consola- 
tion, 
Possessing felicity even in Jiiis place ; 
I mean, through trust and hope of salvation, 
Which setteth out to us God's mercy and grace. 

Just. Let all men consider this good erudition, 
And not to put confidence in Lust nor Treasure ; 
By these two examples receive admonition. 
And also of the sudden banishment of Pleasure. 

Time. Remember that Time tumeth all things 
about : 
Time is the touchstone the just for to try. 
But whereas Lust and Treasure in time is come to 

nought. 
Just, possessing Trust, remaineth constantly. 
So that as I Time have revealed their infamy, 
So have I showed the consolation and gain, 
That the just shall receive that justly do reign. 

Con. We will now no longer trouble this 
audience, 
Sith somewhat tedious to you we have been ; 
Beseeching you to bear all things with patience, 
And remember the examples that you have seen. 
Gk)d grant them to flourish lively and green. 
That some of us the better therefore may be, 
Amen^ amen ! I beseech the blessed Trinity. 



Pray for all Estates, 

Take heed in time, and note this well, 
Be ruled always by counsel 

Learn of the just to lead thy life, 
Being free from envy, wrath, and strife 
Presumption, pride, and covetousness. 
With all other ungodliness. 
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Learn of them always to obey 
The Lord's precepts, from day to day, 
That thou mayest walk, as he doth will, 
And labour thy fond affects to kilL 

Always subdue thy beastly lust. 
And in the Lord put hope and trust ; 
Bridle thine inclination 
By godly conversation. 

The counsel of the wise embrace. 
The fooFs advice do then deface. 
Which fast and pray with good delight, 
That Adam may be killed quite. 

That joy in us may still increase. 
That Grod the Lord may give us peace. 
That we may be content with Trust 
To have our crown among the just 
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An Enttrlvde Intituled Like wil to like quod the Deud 
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A Plecuant Interlude, d'c: ' London, Printed by Edward 
AUde, dc. 1687. 4o. Black letter, 

A copy of the latter is amoug Qarrick's books at the 
Museum. 

Of another production by this writer, not of a dra- 
matic character, an account will be found in Mr 
Collier's "Bibliographical Catalogue," 1866. "Like 
will to Like " was Fulwell's only performance in this 
direction, and is now first reprinted from a copy of the 
4to of 1568 in the Malone collection at Oxford. Both 
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THE NAMES OF THE PLAYERS. 



Pirt may etuilif play thU Interlude, 



Thb Prologuk, 
Tom ToaswiT, 
Hankin Hangman, 
Tom Collifb. 



"t 



For 
one. 



Hahok, 

Virtuous Lifr, 
God's Pbomisb, 
cuthbebt cutpdbse. . 



For 
one. 



LUCIFKR, 

Ralph Roiatbk, 
Good Famb, 
Severity. 
Philip Fleming, 

PiBBOB PiCKPUBSE, 

Honour. 



For 
one. 



For 
an- 
other. 



Nicool Newfanole, the Vice. 



VOL. III. 



U 



THE PROLOGUE. 

Cicero in his book De AviicidAi these words 

doth express, 
Saying nothing is more desirous than like is unto 

like; 
Whose words are most tnie and of a certainty 

doubtless : 
For the virtuous do not the virtuous' company 

tmslike. 
Birt tihe vicious do the virtuous' compan}- eschew : 
And like will unto like, this is most true. 
It is not my meaning your ears for to weary, 
With hearkening what is the'ffect of our matter : 
) But our pretence ^ is to move you to bo merry, 
I Merrily to speak, meaning no man to flatter. 
The name of this matter, as I said whilere, 
Is, Like will to Like, quoth the Devil to the Collier. 
Sith pithy proverbs in our English tongue doth 

abound. 
Our author thought good such a one for to choose. 
As may show good example, and mirth may eke 

be found. 
But no lascivious toys he purposeth for to use. 
Herein, as it were in a glass, see you may 
The advancement of virtue, of vice the decay : 
To what ruin ruffians and roisters are brought ; 
You may here see of them the final end : 



[Intention.] 



308 THE PROLOGUE. 

Begging is the best, though that end be nought ; 

But hanging is worse, if they do not amend. 

The virtuous life is brought to honour and dignity : 

An<l at the last to everlasting eternity. 

And because divers men of divers minds be, 

Some do matters of mirth and pastime require : 
^^ther some are delighted with matters of gravity, 
^ To please all men is our author's chief desire. 

Wherefore mirth with measure to sadness ^ is an- 
nexed : 

Desiring that none here at our matter will be 
perplexed. 

Thus, as I said, I will be short and brief. 

Because from this«4ump you shall relieved be : 

And the Devil witlTthe collier, the thief that seeks 
the tliief. 

Shall soon make you merry, so shortly you shall see ; 

And sith mirth for sadness is a sauce most sweet, 
I Take mirth then with measure, that best sauceth it. 

■ 

^ [Serioasneas.] 
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[HereerUerethl^KmOLlifEWFANGLE the Vice^ 
laughing, and hath a knave of dubs in his 
hand which, as soon^ai he speaketh, he 
qfereth unto one of the men or boys 
standing by. 

New. Ha, ha, ha, ha ! now like unto like : it will 

be none other, 
Stoop, gentle knave, and take up your brother. 
Why, is it so ? and is it even so indeed 1 
Why then may I say God send us good speed ! 
And is every one here so greatly unkind, 
That I am no sooner out of sight, but quite out of 

mindl 
Marry, this will make a man even weep for woe. 
That on such a sudden no man will let me know, 
Sith men be so dangerous ^ now at this day : 
Yet are women kind worms, I dare well say. 
How say you, woman? you that stand in the angle. 
Were you never acquainted with Nichol Newfangle ] 
Then 1 see Nichol Newfangle is quite forgot. 
Yet you will know me anon, I dare jeopard a groat. 
Nichol Newfangle is my name, do you not me 

know? 

^ [Soapicioos.] 
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My whole education to you I shall show. 

For first, before I was bom, I remember very well. 

That my grandsire and I made a journey into hell ; 

Where I was bound prentice before my nativity 

To Lucifer himself, such was my agility. 

All kinds of sciences he taught unto me : 

That unto the maintenances of pride might be«t 

agree. 
I leam'd to make gowns with long sleeves and 

wings : 
I leam'd to make ruffs like calves' chitterlings, 
Caps, hats, coats, with all kind of apparels, 
And especially breeches as big as good barrels. 
Shoes, boots, buskins, with many pretty toys : 
All kind of garments for men, women, and boys. 
Know you me now 1 I thought that at the last ! 
All acquaintance from Nichol Newfangle is not 

pass'd. 
Nichol Newfangle was and is, and ever shall be : 
And there are but few that are not acquainted 

with me. 
For so soon as my prenticehood was once come out, 
I went by and by tne whole world about. 

[Here the Devil mtereth in, but he tpeaketh not yet.- 
Sancte hentdicite, whom have we here ? 
Tom Tumbler, or else some dancing bear? 
Body of me, it were best go no near : * 
For ought that I see, it is my godfather Lucifer, 
Whose prentice I have been this many a day : 
But no more words but mum: you shidil hear 

what he will say. 

\Thiit name LUCtFEIi imui he written on his 
back and in his breoH. 
Lu. Ho ! mine own lx)y, I am glad that thou art 

here ! 

> [Nearer. ] 
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New, He speaketh to you, sir, I pray you r^ome 
Dear. [Puimliuff to mie ilatu/ing by. 

Lu. Nay, thou art even be, of whom I am wull 
apaid. 

New. Then speak aloof,' for to come nigh I 
ain afraid. 

Lc Why so, my boy t as though thou diddest 

New, Yes, godfather, but I am afraid it is now, 

aa ofttiiues it is with thee ; 
For if my donie and thou hast been tumbling by 

tl)H ears, ~~'~~ — 

As oTtehlimea you do, like a couple of great bears. 
Thou careat not whom thou killeat iu thy raging 

mind. 
D.ost thou not remember, ainue tliou didat bniiea 

me behind 1 
This hole in thy fury didst thou disclose. 
That now may a tent be put id, so big as thy nose, 
This was, when my dame called thee bottle-noseil 

But I am like to carry the mark to my grave. 
Lu, O my good boy, be not afraid, 
-» For no BUch thing hath bap^iened, aa thou hast aaid. 
But come to me, my boy, and blesa thee I will, 
And see that my precepts thou do fulfil. 
New. Well, goiifather, if you will say ought to 
me in this case, 
Speak, for lu faith I mean not to kneel to that ill 

If our Lady of Walsingham had no fairer noae and 

visage. 
By the mass, they were fools that would go to her 
on pilgrimage. 
Lo. Well, boy, it shall not greatly skill, 

' [In thu Did copy, aloof o/.] 
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Whether thou stand, or whether thou kneel : 

I Thou knowest what sciences I have thee taught, 
Which are able to bring the world to naught. 
For thou knowest that through pride from heaven 

I was cast, 
Even unto hell, wherefore see thou make haste. 
Such pride through new fashions in men's hearts 

to show ^ 

That those, that use it, may have the like over- 
throw. ^' 
Fro])a virtue procure men to set their minds aside, 
And wholly employ it to all sin and pnde. 
Let thy new-Bmgled fashions bear.such a sway. 
That a i«scal [may] be so proud as he that best may. 
New. Tush, tusn, that is already brouglit to pass. 
For a very skipjack * is prouder, I swear by the 

mass. 
And seeketh to go more gayer and more brave. 
Than doth a lord, though himself be a knave. 
Lu. I <^JJiee_ thaim,^ that so well thou hast 
play'd thepart ; 
Such as do so, shall soon feel the smart. 
Sith thou hasMhus done, ther^ remaineth behind. 
That thou in another thing show thy right kind.' 
New. Then, good godfather, let me hear thy 

mind. 
Lu. Thou knowest I am both proud and arrogant. 
And with the proud I will ever be conversant ; 
I cannot abide to see men, that are vicious, 
Accompany themselves with such as be virtuous 

. Whflrftfnrft my mind iflj aith t.hmi thy part r^rn^pTi^y^ 

I That thou adjoin like td^ke alway. 



* [" A dwarfe, dandiprat, little-akipjacke." — CtAqravt^ 
' \Can or con thee thank, gire thee thanks — a common 
expression.] 
« [Nature.] 



t 
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New. I never loved tliut well, 1 swear by ihb 

day. 
Lv. What, my boy 1 
New. Your mind is, sith I fast three meals 

every Good Friday, 
That I eat nothing but onions and leeks alway. 
Lu. Nay, my mipd is, sith thou thy part canst 

That thou adjoin like to like alway. 

New. Tus&, tush, godfather Devil, for that have 

thou no care : 
Thou knowest that hke will to like,_ quoth the 

Devil to the Collier. *' 

And thou shall see, that such match I shall-make 

That thou shalt say I am thy good-good sweet- 
sweet Eodaon. 
Lu. 1 viu give thee thanks, when thou hast so 

Jfere nterelh in t/te COLLIER 

New. Well, godfather, no mo worJ^ but mum ! 
For yonder comes the Collier, as seemeth me. 
By the mass, he will make a good mate for tliee. 

[Tin Devil walketh aiide. 
What, old acquaintance, small remembrance } 
Welcome to town with a very vengeance I 
Now welcome, Tom Collier, give me thy hand : 
As very a knave as any in England. 

Coll. By mass, god-a-maj^, my vreend Nichol ! 

New. By God, and welcome, gentle Tom Lick- 
hole ! 

Coll. Cham glad to zee thee merry, my Tieend 
NichoL 
And how dost nowadays, good Nichol ? 

New. And nothing else but even plain Nichol ? 
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Coll. I pray thee, tell me how dost, 

vreend Lick-hole ? 
New. It is tum'd from Nichol to Lick-l 
with Tom Collier. 
I say no more, Tom, but hold thj nose there. 
Coll. Nay, hold thy ton^e, Nichol, till my 
nose doth come, 
So thou shalt take part, and I shall take some. 
New. Well, Tom Collier, let these things pasa 
away; 
Tell me what market thou hast made of thy coal 
to-day ] 
Coll. To every bushel cha sold but three v 
peck : \ 

Lo, here be the empty zacks on my neck. 
Gha beguil'd the whoresons, that of me ha' bought ; 
But to beguile me was their whole thought 
New. But hast thou no conscienoe in beguiling 

thy neighbour ] 
Coll. No, marry, so ich may gain vor my 
labour. 
It is a common trade nowadays, this is plain. 
To cut one another's throat for lucre and gain, 
A small vau't^ as the world is now brought to 
pass. 
New. Thou art a good fellow, I swear by the 
mass : 
As fit a companion for the devil as may be. 
Lo, godfather Devil, this fellow will match with 
thee. [ffe taketh him by the hand. 

Lu. And good Tom Collier thou art welcome 

to me. 
Coll. God amarsy, good Devil, cham glad of 

thy company. 
Lu. Like will to like, I see very well. 



■»^^~~"'^"^^"^»»^— "^— ri-~T- IJ i . 



[Fault.] 
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New. Godfather, wilt thou dance a little, before 

thee go home to hell t 
Lu. I am content, so that Tom Collier do agree. 
Coll. lwillneverrefiiBe(Devil)todajicewitbthee. 
New. Then, godfather, uome wliat ibe dance 

shall be. 
Lu. Tofn Col/ier of Cro^lon kath »old hu coat. --^ 
New. Why then have at it, by my father's soul 1 
[NiCHOL Nbwfanglk mua havt a ffUta-n or 
tome otk(r intlrujneiU (if il nwiy lie); 
biU if he have not, they iMot -laiKf abtmt 
the place all three, and gau/ tkia tong 
that fotlowieth, which tiiu$l be dime also, 
all/iough they Itave an inttntmaU. 

The Song. 

Tom Collier of Croydon hath sold hi* roalu, 

And Tnaife kii market lo-day; 
And now he daneeth viilh the Devil, 

For like teill to like alway. 

Wherefore let lu rejoice and ting, 

Let «* be merrfi and glad j 
Sith that the Collier and the Devil 

This match omi dance Itath made. 

Now of thit dance we make an end 

With mirth and ek' with Jog : 
T/ie Collier and tlu Devil will be 

Much like to like aluiag. 

New. Ha, ha ! marry, this is trim singing, 
I had not thought the Devil to be so cunuing ; 
And, by the mass, Tom Collier [is] as good as he : 
I see that like vrith like n-ill ever agrea 

Cull. Farewell, Master Devil, vor ich must be 
gone. l^Bxit. 
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Lu. Why, then, farewell my gentle friend Tom. 

New. Farewell, Tom Collier, a knave be thy 

comfort ! [Exit ToM CoLUER. 

How say'st thou, godfather ? is not this trim sport % 

Lu. Thou art mine own boy ; my blessing thou 

shalt have. 
New. By my truth, godfather, that blessing I 
do not crave ; 
But if you go your way, I will do my diligence 
-As well in your absence as in your presence. 

Lu. But thou shalt salute me, ere I go doubtless. 
That in thy doings thou may'st have the better 

success. 
Wherefore kneel down and say after me : 

[He kneekth dovm. 
When the devil will have it so, it must needs 
so be. 
New. What shall I say, bottle-nosed godfather, 

canst thou tell ? 
Lu. All hail, O noble prince of hell ! 
New. All my dame's cows' tail[s] fell down in 

the well 
Lu. I will exalt thee above the clouds. 
New. I will salt thee, and hang thee in the 

shrouds. 
Lu. Thou art the enhancer of my renown. 
New. Thou art Hance, the hangman of Calais 

town. 
Lu. To thee be honour alone. 
New. To thee shall come our hobbling Jon^ 
Lu. Amen. 
New. Amen. 

Lu. Now farewell, my boy, farewell heartily, 
Is there never a knave here will keep the Devil 
company ? 
New. Farewell, godfather, for thou must go 
alone : 
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,e hither again anon. [Ejit Lucifer. 
18 a benediction of the Devil's good 



o afraid, I was like to 



I pray theo coi 
Marry, here * 

grace : 
Body of me, I t 
the place ! 

My butto cks made buttons of the new fashion, 
WhUe tlie whorefiou Devil was Biaking his saluta- 
tion. 
But, by mass, I am so glad as ever was mailge mare. 
That the whoreson Devil is joined with tlie knave 

Collier. 
As fit a match as ever could be pick'd out. 
What sayst thoii to it, Jone with the long snout ) 
[Tom Tosspot amutii i« wi/h a featkrr in hit hat. 
But who comes yonder puffing, as hot as a black 

pudding. 
I hold tweuty pound it is a nitBan, if a goose go 
a-goodiug. 
Tom. Gog'a heart and his guts, is not this too badl 
Blood, wounds, and nails ! it will make a man mad. 
New. I warrant you, here is a lusty one, [and] 
very brave : 
I think anon he will swear himself a knave. 

TOH. Many a mite have I ridden, and many a 
mile have I gone : 
Yet can I not find for me a fit companion. 
Many there 1>6, which my company would frequent, 
If to do, as they do, I would be content. 
They would have me leave off my pride and my 

My new-fangled fashions, and leave off this wearing. 
But rather than I such companions will have, 
I will see a thousand of them laid in their grave. 
Sivnlit gimilem sibi qaxrit, such a one do I seek, 
Aa unto myself in every condition is like. 

New. Sir, you are welcome ; ye seem to be an 
honest man, 
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And I will help you in tliis matter, as nitich as I 

can, 
If you will tarry here a wliile, I tell yott in good 

«ooth, 
I will find one as fit for you as a padding for a 

friar's mootL 
Tom. I thank you, my friend, for ymct gentle 

offer to me : 
I |>ray yon tell me, irhat your name may be. 
New. Methink, hy your apparel you have Ind 

me in regard ; 
I pray you, of Nichol Newfangle have 3roH never 

Tom. Nichd Newfttngle! why, we *rc of old 

acquaintance ! 
New. By my troth, your name is q«ite out of 

my rememfarsnoe. 
Tom. At your first coming into Bngland, well I 
wot, 
¥ou were very well :acquainted with Tom Tosspot. 
New. Tom Tosspot i Sancti / nmen I how you 

were out of my mind ! ^ * 
To^L You know, when you ^brought into Bnglsml 
this new-ficmgled kind, 
That Tosspots and rufi&ans with yon were "first ac- 
quainted) 
New. It is even so, Tom Tosspot^ as thon Imst 

said. 
Tom. It is an old fiaying, that mountains «id 
hills never meet ; 
■Bat I see that men shall meet, thongh they do not 

seek ; 
And, I promise you, more joy in my beacrt I have 

found, 
Than if I had |am'd an hundred pound. 

New. And I am as glad as one had given me a 
groat, 
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Thiit 1 have met now with thee, Tom Tosspot 
Ad<I seeing that tlinii woiikkt a mate ho f»in hcive, 
1 will join thee with one, that shall be as very ft 

knave 
As lliou art th3aelf, thou inny'st believe me : 
Thou shftlt see anon, wltat I will do for thw. 
For you seek for as very a knave, as jou yourself 

«ro ; 
For, like will to like, quoth the Devil bo the Collier. 
Tow. IiKieeii,Ni<Aol Xewfangle, ye f«y the verity. 
For Uke will to like : it will iione otherwise be. 

Elder RAirn Roister. 
Beholtl, Tom Tosspot, even in pudding time ' 
¥<Hider cometli Ralph Roister, an old friend «t 

mine ! 
By the mass, for thee he ia ao tit a mate, 
Ah Tom and Til) for Kit anil Kate, 
Now welcome, my friend Raljih Roister, 1^ the 
mass. 
Ralph. And I am glad to see thee here in this 

place. 
Nkw. Bid liim weleorae hark, he can play a 

knave's |)art. 
Tom. My friend, you are welcome with all my 

heart. 
Ralph. God-a-mercy, good fellow, tell me what 

thou art. 
New. As very a knave as thou, though the best 

be too bad : 
Tom. I am one, which of yonr company would 
he very glad. 

' [A lol«n1>lj- orly cxkuiplc of tlie uee of lliis nring, 
vliicb ojsj bsve taken its riae from llo uuslom of lianng a 
pudding as tbe firit dUli on the table, and niij conie- 
quenlly b« etiuivalent to httimti.^ 
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Ralph. Ami I will not your company refuse of 
a certainty. 
So that to my comlitions your manners do agree. 
TosL It should appear by your sayings, that we 
are of one mind. 
For I know that roisters and tosspots come of one 

kind : 
And as our names be much of one accord, and 

much like. 
So I think our conditions be not far unlike. 
Ralph. If your name to me you will declare and 
show, 
You may in this matter my mind the sooner know. 
Tom. Few wonls are best among friends, this is 
true ; 
Wherefore I shall briefly show my name unto you. 
Tom Tosspot it is, it need not to be painted : 
Wherefore I ^"ith Ralph Roister must needs be 
acquainted. 
New. In faith, Ralph Roister, if thou wilt be 
ruled by me. 
We Mrill dance hand in hand, like knaves all three : 
It is as unix>ssi]>le for thee his company to deny, 
As it is for a camel to creep through a needle's 

eye. 
Therefore bid him welcome, like a knave as thou 
art 
Ralph. By my troth, Tom Tosspot, you are wel- 
come Mrith all my heart 
Tom. I thank you that my acquaintance ye will 
take in good part 
And by my troth, I vrill be your sworn brother : 
New. Tush, like will to like : it will be none 
other. 
For the virtuous will always virtue's company seek 

out : 
A gentleman never seeketh the company of a lout ; 
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And roisters and ruffians do sober company eschew : 
For like will ever to like, this is most true. 

Raxph. Now, friend Tom Tosspot, seeing that 
we are brethren sworn, 
And neither of our companies from other may be 

forborne, 
The whole trade of my life to thee I will declare. 
Tom. And to tell you my property also I shall 

not spare. 
New. Then, my masters, if you will awhile abide 

it, 

Ye shall see two such knaves so lively described 

That, if hell should be raked even by and by in- 
deed. 

Such another couple cannot be found, I swear by 
my creed. 

Go to, sirs, say on your whole minds, 

And I shall paint you out in your right kinds. 

First, Tom Tosspot, plead thou thy cause and thy 
name. 

And I will sit in this chair, and give sentence on 
the same. 

I will play the judge, and in this matter give judg- 
ment: 

How say you, my masters, are you not so content 1 
Ralph. By my troth, for my part, thereto I do 

agree. 
ToBL I were to blame, if any fault should be in me. 
New. Then that I be in office, neither of you do 

grudge? 
Both. No, indeed. 

New. Where leamM you to stand capped before 
a judge 1 

You souterly ^ knaves, show you all your manners 
at once ] 

' [Clownish or rude, like a cobbler, from toutcTy a cobbler.] 
VOL. in. X 
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Ralph. Why, Nichol, all we are content 
New. And am I plain Nichol 1 and yet it is in 
my arbitrement 
To judge which of you two is the verier knave. 
I am Master Nichol Newfangle, both gay and brave ; 
For, seeing you make me your judge, I trow, 
I shall teach you both your liripup ^ to know. 

[Hefightetk. 
Tom. Stay yourself, sir, I pray you heartily. 
Ralph. I pray you, be content, and we will be 

more mannerly. 
New. Nay, I cannot put up such an injury ; 
For, seeing I am in oflSce, I wiU be known therefore : 
Fend your heads, sirs, for I will to it more once. 

[Hefighteth again. 
Ralph. I pray you be content, good gentle 

Master Nichol : 
Tom. I never saw the like, by Gog's soul. 
New. Well, my masters, because you do intend 
To Jearn good manners, and your conditions to 

amend, 
I will have but one fit more, and so make an end. 
Ralph. I pray you, sir, let us no more contend. 
New. Marry, this hath breathed me very well : 
Now let me hear, how your tales ye can telL 
And I (master judge) will so bring to pass, 
That I will judge who shall be knave of clubs at 
Christmas,* 
Tom. Gog's wounds, I am like Phalaris, that 

made a bull of brass — 
New. Thou art like a false knave now, and ever- 
more was. 



' [A word of somewhat uncertain meaning and of obseare 
origin. See Halliweil r. Liripoops.'] 

* fThia is an allasion worth noting ; the editor does not 
recollect to have met with it before.] 
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Ton. Nay, I am like Phitlnris, that miule a hull 
of brass, 
As a cruel torment for such ax diil offend, 
And he himself first therein put wa« : 
Even 80 are we hrought now to this end. 
In ordaining him a jiidge, who will be honoureii an 

a god, 
So for our own taila we have made a rod. 

Ralph. AdiI I am served aa Haman, that pre- 

par'd — 
Nkw. How was he served, I pray thee, do me tell 1 
Ralph. Who I speak of 1 thon knowest well, 
New. Thou art served as Harry Hangman, 

captain of the black guard. 
Ralph. Nay.Iam served aaHaroan, that prepared 
A high pair of gallows for Monleeai the Jew, 
And was the first himself that thereon was hanged : 
So I feel the smart of mine own rod, this is true. 
But hereafter I will learn to be wise, 
And ere I leap onc«, I will look twice. 

New. Well, Tom Tosspot, first let me hear thee. 
How canst thou prove thyself a verier knave than 
he? 
Tom. You know that Tom Tosspot men do me 

call! 
New. a knave thou liast always been, and ever- 
more shalL 
Tom. My conditions, I am sure, ye know aa well 



bI. 
New. a knave thou ? 

die. 
Tom. But that yon an 

yon. 



s horn, and so thou shalt 



a judge, I would say u 



Knaves are Christian men, else you were a Jew. 

New. He calls me knave by craft, do you not see ' 
Sirrah, I will remember it, when you think not on me 
Well, say what thou canst for thine own behoof ; 
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If thoii provest thyself the verier knave by good 

proof, 
Thou must be the elder brother, and have the 

patrimony ; 
And when he hath said, then do thou reply. 
Even Thomas-a- Waterings or Tyburn Hill ^ 
To the falsest thief of you both, by my father's will ! 
Ralph. I pray you, sir, what is that patrimony I 
New. I pray you leave your courtesy, and I will 

tell you by and by. 
If he be the more knave, the patrimony he must 

have. 
But thou shalt have it, if thou prove thyself the 

verier knave ; 
A piece of ground it is, that of Beggars' manor 

do[th] hold, 
And whoso deserves it, shall have it, ye may be 

bold— 
Call'd Saint Thomas a-Waterings or else Tyburn 

Hill, 
Given and so bequeathed to the falsest by wilL 
Tom. Then I trow I am he, that this patrimony 

shall possess. 
For I Tom Tosspot do use tliis trade doubtless : 
From morning till night I sit tossing the black 

bowl,2 
Then come I home, and pray for my father's souL 
Saying my prayers with wounds, blood, guts, and 

heart : 
Swearing and staring, thus play I my part 
If any poor man have in a whole week eam'd one 

groat, 
He shall spend it in one hour in tossing the pot. 

' [The two places chiefly used for executions, after the 
discontinuance of the Kims in Smithfield ] 

* [The leathern drinking vessel, generally called a ja^h] 
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I use to caII servauta and poor men to my compuDy, 
And make them speiid all they have uuthriftily ; 
So that my company they think to be so good. 
That in short space their hair grows through their 

hood. 
Nkw. But i^ill no gossips keep thee company 

now and then 1 
Tom. Tuith,Iamauquaintedwithmanyawomaii, 
That with me will sit in evury hoiiae and place ; 
But then their husbands had need fend their face. 
For when they come home, they wdl not be afeard, 
To shake the guodmau, and sometime shave his 

beard. 
And as for Flemish ' servants I have such a train, 
That will quass and carouse, and therein sjiend 

their gain. 
From week to week I have all this company ; 
'Wherefore I am worthy to liave the patrimony. 
New. Thus thou may'st be calleil a knave in 

And where knaves are scant, thou shalt go for 

twain. 
But now, Ralph Roister, let me hear what thou 
canst say. 
Ralph. You know that lialph Roister I am 
called alway. 
And my conditions iu knavery so far doth sur- 
mount, 
That to have this patrimouy I make mine account, 
For I entice young gentlemen all virtue to eschew. 
And to give themselves to riotoiisness, this is true. 
Serving-mon also by me are so seduced. 
That all in bravery their minds are confused. 



■ [The FlemingB or Dutuh (for tho two oeem to have Uen 
pretly generally cnnfonndftrl) bad a grcut repuUIion here, 
like the Danes aCterwanlt, for habiUiaf exceHaive driukbg.] 
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Then, if they have not themselves to maintain, 
To pick and to steal they must be fain. 
And, I may say to you, I have such a train, 
That sometime I pitch a field on Salisbury plain. ^ 
And much more, if need were, I could say verily : 
Wherefore I am worthy to have the patrimony. 
New. He, that shall judge this matter, had 
need have more wit than I ; 
But, seeing you have referred it unto my arbitre- 

ment, 
In faith I will give such equal judgment. 
That both of you shall be well-pleased and content. 
Tom. Nay, I have not done, for I can say much 

more. 
New. Well, I will not have you contend any 
more. 
But this farm, which to Beggars' manor doth 

appertain, 
I will equally divide between you twain. 
Are you not content, that so it shall be ? 
Both. As it pleaseth you, so shall we agree. 
New. Then see, that anon ye come both imto me. 
Ralph. Sir, for my part, I thank you heartily : 
I promised of late to come unto a company, 
Which at Hob Filcher's for me do remain : 
God be with you, and anon I will come again. 
Tom. Farewell, brother Ralph, I will come to 
you anon. [JSxU Tom.* 

New. Come again, for you shall not so suddenly 
l)e gone. 

^ [Salisbury plain was formerly one of the resorto of foot- 
pads, who infested the place in small bodies, and waylaid 
travellers.] 

' [The entrances and exits in this piece are so imperfectly 
marked, that it is often difficalt to be sure about them. It 
Heems to be Tom Tosspot who goes out now ; but if so, he 
soon returns, though his re-entry is not recorded.] * 
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Here enterelh Hance tifith a pot, cuul nngeth as 

follotveih. 

See ye not who comes yonder ? an old ftnend of yours : 
One thai is ready to quass at all hours. 

[He singeth tJue first two lines, and speaket/i 
the rest as stammeringly as may he. 

Quass in heart, and qrmss again, and quass about the 

house-a : 
And toss the black bowl to and fro, and I brinks ^ them 

all oarouse-a. 

Be go-go-gog's nowns, ch-ch-cha drunk zo-zo-much 

to-day : 
That be-be-mass, ch-cham a-most drunk, ich da-da- 
dare zay. 
Chud spe-spe-spend a goo-goo-good groat : 
Tha-that ich cud vi-vind my ca-ca-captain To-To- 

Tom Tosspot. [He setteth him in the chair. 

New. Sit down, good Hance, lest thou lie on 

the ground, 
He knoweth not Tom Tosspot, I dare jeopard 

twenty pound. 
ToM.^ He will know me by and bj^^I hold you 

a crown. 
How dost thou, servant Hance 1 how comes this 

to pass? 
Hance. Ma-ma-master To-To-Tom, ch-ch-cham 

glad by-by mass — [He drinketh 

Ca-ca-carouse to-to-to thee, go-go-good Tom. 
New. Hold up, good Hance, I will pledge thee 

anon. 



» [Drink.] 

* [Tom BeemB to have gone out and returned, as observed 
above.] 
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Ralph. Well, there is no remedy, but I must be 

gone. 
Hance. Ta-ta-tarry, good vellow, a wo-wo-word 
or twain : 
If tho-tho-thou thyself do-do-do not come again. 
6i-bi-bid Philip Fleming co-co-come hither to me, 
Vo-vo-vor he must lead me home, now ich do ze. 
Ralph. Then, farewell, EUmce, I will remember 
thy errant : 
He will be here by and by, I dare be his warrant. 

\ExU Ralph Roister. 
New. Farewell, Ralph Roister, with all my 
heart : 
Come anon, and I will deliver thee thy part 
Tom. Now, Hance, right now thou drank'st to 
me. 
Drink again, and I will pledge thee. 

Hance. Oj/uU po-po-ptj-tenti, all the po-po-pot is 

empty. 
New. AVhy, Hance, thou hast Latin in thy belly 
methink : 
I thought there was no room for Latin, there is so 
much drink ! 
Hance. Ich le-le-leamed zome La-La-Latin, 
when ich was a la-la-lad : 
Ich ca-ca-can zay Tu es nebulo, ich leam'd of my dad. 
And ich could once he-he-help the p-p priest to say 

mass : 
By giss, ma-man, ich ha' been cu-cu-cunning, when 

'twas, 
i Tom. I knew Hance, when he was, as he say'th : 
fror he was once a sqholar in good faith ; 
iBut through my company he was withdrawn from 
I thence, 

■Through his riot and excessive expense. 
Unto this trade, which now you do in him see : 
So that now he is wholly addicted to follow me ; 
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And one of my guard he is now become. 
Well, Hance, well, thou waat once a whit« son ! ' 
New. Now, bo Guti help me, tliou art a pretty 
fellow, Hance ; 
A clean-legged gentleman, and as proj>er a paunch, 
As any I know between this and France. 

Hance. Yes, by-by-by God, ich co'd once danc«. 
New. I speak of no dancing, little-bellied Hance ; 
But, seeing thou say'st thou canst so well dance, 
Let me see where thou canst dance lively. 

Hanck Thiirtha-that ca-ca-c&n I do vull trimly. 

[He daueelh at emi-favoiired aa may be rfe- 

misftl, and tn the da-neing Ju faikth 

down, and when lie ruetk, he mvtt tirootl. 

New. Rise again, Hance, thou hadat almost got 

a fall: 

But thou daucest trimly, legs and all. 

Body of me, Hanct', how doth thy tielly, canst thou 

teUl 

By the miLss, he hath beiny'd bis breeches, methiuk 

by the Kinell. 

Tom. I will help thee up, Hance, give me thy 

hand. [He I'Ueth. 

Hancb. By-by mass, ch-cli-chwaa almost down, 

I think ve- verily. 
New. Wast thou almost down, Hance 1 marry, 
so think I, 
But thou art sick, methink by the groaning : 
He grunts like a bear, when he is a-moaning. 
Hark, how his head aches, and how bis pulaes do 
beat: 
"^ think he will be hang'd, his belly is so great 
Hance. Go-Go-Godamercy, good Tom, with all 
my heart : 



1 of endearment. 



farm is vAiCe 
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New. If thou canst not leap, Hance, let me see 
thee drink a quart, 
And get thee out abroad into the air. 

Tom. Tush, he had more need to sleep in this 
chair. 
Sit down, Hance, and thou shalt see anon, 
Philip Fleming will come to fetch thee home. 

[Hance sitUth in the duiir, andsnorteth, as 
though he toere/ast asleep. 
New. I pray thee, Tom Tosspot, is this one of 

thy men 1 
Tom. He is a companion of mine now and then. 
New. By the faith of my body, such carpenter, 
such chips. 
And as the wise man said, such lettuce, such lips. 
For, like master, like man : like tutor, like scholar ; 
And, like will to like, quoth the Devil to the Collier. 
Ton It is no remedy, for it must needs so be ; 
Like will to like, you may believe me. 

[Philip Fleming enterethmihapot inhuJiand, 
New. Lo, where Philip Fleming cometh even in 

pudding time ! 
Tom. He bringeth in his hand either good ale or 
else good wine. 

Philip Fleming siiigeth these four lines 

following : 

Troll tJhe howl and dri?ik to nie, and troll the bowl 

again. 
And put a brown toast in \the\ pot for Philip Fleming* s 

brain. 
And I sJuill toss it to and fro y even round about the 

ho use -a : 
Good Jiostess, now let it be so, I brink them all 

carouse-a. 
Philip. Marry, here is a pot of noppy good ale. 
As clear as crystal pure and stale. 
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Now a crab in the firo were worth a good groat. 
That I might quasa with my captain Tom Tosapot, 
What? I can no sooni-r wish, but by and by I 

have I 
God save mine eyeuight, methink I see a knave. 
What, captain ! how goeth the world with you T 
Why, now I see the old proverb to be true ; 
Like will to like, both with Christian, Turk, and 

Marrj', Philip, even as I was wont to do : 
Philip, Ralph Roister told me that I should find 
Hance here. 
Where is he, that he doth not appear ? 

New. I hold twenty pound the knave ia blind. 
Turn about, Philip yioming, and look behind. 
Hast thou drunk so much that thy eyes be out 1 
Lo, how he snoreth like a laiy lout 
Go to him, for he sleepeth suund : 
Two such paunches in all England can scant be 
found. 
Philip. Why, Hance, art thou in thy [o^yers 
so devoutly 1 
Awake, man, and we two will qnass together 
stoutly, 
Hance. Domine, dominue ttoxter : 
Methink ii-h a spied three knaves on a cluster. 
New. Stay a while, for he eayeth his pairr nintn: 
Hance. Sanctum bmrdictum, what have I 
dreamed 1 
By Gog's nowns, chad thought ich had been in my 

Chad dreamed such a dream, as thou wilt marvel 

to hear, 
Mcthought I was drowned in a barrel of beer. 
And by and by the Iwrrel was turned to a ship, 
Wliich me-thought the wind made nicely to skip. 
And I did sail Uierein from Flanders to France : 
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At last ich was brought hither among a sort of 
knaves by chance. 
New. Lo, Hance, here is Philip Fleming come now, 
We will go drink together now, how say'st thou 1 
Hance. I pray thee, good Vilip, now lead me 

away : 
Philip. Give me thy hand, and I will thee stay. 
Hance. How say you, Master Nichol, will you 

keep us company 1 
New. Go before. Master Lick-hole,^ and I will 
come by and by. 
Mates matched together, depart you three ; 
I will come after, you may believe me. 

[Thej/ three are gone iogetfiery and NiCHOL 
Newfangle remainetfi behind, but lu 
must not speak till H^ey be within,^ 
New. Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha ! 

Ue sings. 

Now three knaves are gtme, and I am left alone. 
Myself here to solace; 
^ Well done^ gentle Jone, why begin you to moan f 
Though tliey be gone, I am in place. 

And now will I dance, and now will I prance, 
For why I Jiave none other work : 
Snip S7iap, butter is no bone meat : 
Knave* s flesh is no pork. 

Hey tisty-ioisty, an owl is a bird. 
Jackanapes hath an old face; 
You m>ay believe me at one bare word, 
Uow like you this merry case f 



^ [Nichol had previously addressed the Collier as Matter 
Lick-hole ; but as the Collier is not on the stage, it is clear 
that he here applies the same bye-name, rkythmi causd, to 
Hance.] 
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A piece of ground they think they havefoumf, 
I will tell you what it is : 
For I them told of Beggars* manor it did hold, 
A siaff and a wallet i-wis. 

Which in short space, even in tfhis place, 

Of me they shall receive : 

For when that tJi^r drift hath spent all their thrtft. 

Their minds I slicUl deceive, 

I trow you sliall see more knaves come to me. 
Which whensoever tliey doj 

They shall have tJieir meed, as they deserve indeed. 
As you shall see shortly these two. 

When they do pretend tn have liad a good end, 
Mark well, then, what shall ensue : 
A hag and a bottle, or else a rope knottle. 
This shall they prove too true. 

But mark well this game, I see tJiis gear frame; 
Lo, who Cometh now in such Jmste 9 
It is Cutlibert Cntpurse 
And Pierce Fickpurse, 
Give room now a little cast. 

Here entereth CUTHBERT Cltturse and PlERCE 

PiCKPURSE. 

[CUTHBERT CUTPURSE must have in his hand a 
purse of money or countei's in it, and a 
knife in one hand and a whetstone in the' 
other; and PlERCE must have money or 
counters in his liand arul jingle if, as he 
Cometh t».] 

CUTH. By Gog's wounds, it doth me good to the 
heart, 
To see how cleanly I play'd this part 
While they stood thrusting together in the throng, 
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I began to eo them among ; 

And with this knife, which here you do see, 

I cut away this purse cleanly. 

New. See to your purses, my masters, and be 
ruled by me. 
For knaves are abroad, therefore beware. 
You are wam*d : and ye take not heed, I do not 
care. {Aside. 

Pierce. And also, so soon as I had espied 
A woman in the throng, whose purse was fat, 
I took it by the strings, and cleanly it untied : 
She knew no more of it than Gib our cat 
Yet at the last she hied apace. 
And said, that the money in my hand she saw. 
Thou whore, said I, I will have an action of the case, 
And seeing thou sa3r'st so, I will try the law. 

CiTTHR How say'st thou, Pierce Pickpurse, art 
thou not agreed 
These two booties equally to divide 1 
Then let us coimt the total sum, 
And divide it equally, when we have done. 

New. My masters, here is a good fellow, that 
would fain have some. 

CuTHB. What, Nichol Newfangle, be you here? 
So Grod helpme, I am glad vrith all my heart. 

Pierce. Then, ere we depart, we will have some 
cheer. 
And of this booty you shall have your part. 

New. I thank you both even heartily. 
And I will do somewhat for you by and by : 
Are not you two sworn brothers in every booty ? 

Both. Yes, that we are truly. 

New. Then can I tell you news, which you do 
not know : 
Such news as will make you full glad, I trow. 
But first tell me this. Pierce Pickpurse, 
Whether is the elder, thou or Cuthbert Cutpurse 1 
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Pierce. In faith, I think we are both of one age 

well nigh. 
CUTHB. I suppose there is no great difference, 
truly : 
But wherefore ask you 1 I pray you, tell me why 1 
New. I will tell you the cause without any 
delay : 
For a piece of land is fallen, as I hear say, 
^liich by succession must come to one of yoil : 
A proper plot it is, this is most tnie. 
For thou, Cutlibert Cutpurse, was Ciithbert Cut- 
throat's SOD, 
And thou. Pierce Pickpuree, by that time tliou hast 

done, 
CwaLdmxa thy pedigree from an ancient house : 
TSy father was Tom Thief, and thy mother was 

Tib Louse. 
This piece of land, whereto you inheritors are, 
Is called the land of the two-legged mare ; ' 
In which piece of ground there is a. mare indeed. 
Which is the quicKest mare in Englanrl for speed. 
Therefore, if you will come anon unto me, 
I will put you in possession, and that you shall see. 
CtrraB. I cannot believe tliat such luck bi 

happen'd to ub. 
Nkw. It is true, that I to you do discuss. 
PiBRCK. If you will help us to this piece of 
ground, 
Both of us to you shall think ourselves bound. 
New. Yes, in faith, yon shall have it, you may 
believe me ; 
1 will be as good as my word, as shortly you shall 

Ciri'HB. Then, brother Pierce, we may think our- 
selves happy, 




4 
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That ever we were with him acquainted. 

Pierce. Even so we may of a certainty, 
That such good luck unto us hath happened. 
But, brothe;^ Cuthbert, is it not best 
To go in for awhile, and distribute this booty ] 
Whereas we three will make some feast, 
And quass together, and be merry. 

CuTHB. What say you, Nichol ? 

New. I do agree. 

Hert entereih VlRTUOUS LIVING. 

But, soft, awhile be ruled by me. 

Look, yonder a little do you not see. 

Who cometh yonder 1 awhile we will abide ; 

Let him say his pleasure, and we will stand aside. 

V. L. O gracious God, how wonderful are thy 
works. 
How highly art thou of all men to be praised : 
Of Christians, Saracens, Jews, and also Turks, 
Thy glory ought to be erected and raised. 
What joys hast thou prepared for the virtuous life, 
And such as have thy name in love and in awe ; 
r Thou hast promised salvation to man, child, kdA 
\ wife, 
That thy precepts observe, and keep well thy law. 
And to the virtuous life what doth ensue 1 
Virtutis premium honor, TuUy doth say ; 
Honour is thy guerdon for virtue due. 
And eternal salvaEfeion at the latter day. 
How clear in conscience is the virtuous life ! 
The vicious hath consciences so heavy as lead. 
Their conscience and their doing is alway at strife ; 
And altogether they live yet to sin they are dead. 

New. God give you good-morrow, sir, how do 
you to-day ? 

V. L. Grod bless you also both now and alway. 
I pray you, with me have you any acquaintance ? 
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Nbw. Yea, many, I am an old frieml of yours, 

po reliance. 
V, L. If it be so, I nianel very much. 
That the dulness of my wit should be such, 
That you should be altogether out of my memory. 
Tell me your name, I pray you heartily. 
New. By the faith of my body, you will appose 
me by and by ; 
But, in faith, I was hut little wheu I was first 

bom; 
And my mother to tell me my name thought it 
Bcom. 
V. L. I will never acqumnt me with such in any 
place, 
A« are ashamed of their names, by God's grace. 
New. I remember my name now, it is come to 
my mind : 
1 have mused muuh, before I ceuld it find. 
Nichol Newfangle it is ; I am your old friend. 

V. L. My friend t marry, 1 do thee defyi 
And all such company I do deny. 
For thou art a companion for roisters and ruffians, - 
And not fit for any virtuous companions. 

New. And, in faith, art thou at plain defiance 1 
Then I see I must go to mine old acquaintance. 
Well, Cuthbert Cutpurse and [Pierce] Pickpurse, 

we must go together ; 
For, like will to like, quoth the De^^l to the Collier. . 
V. L. Indeed, thou say'at tnie, it must neetis 
be BO, 
For like will ever to his like go ; 
And my conditions and thine so far do disagree, 
That no familiarity between us may be. 
For thou nourishest vice both day and night : 
My name is Virtuous Life, and in virtue is my 

delight. 
So vice and virtue cannot together be united ; 

VOL. IIL Y 
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But the one the other hath always spited. 

For as the water quencheth fire, and the flame doth 

suppress, 
So virtue hateth vice, and seeketh a redress. 
Pierce. Tush, if he be so dangerous, let us not 
him esteem, 
And he is not for our company, I see very well ; 
For if he be so holy, as he doth seem. 
We and he differ as much as heaven and helL 

New. You know, that like will to like alway. 
And you see how holily he is now bent : 
To seek his company why do we assay 1 
Pierce. I promise you, do you what you will, 
I do not consent : 
For I pass not for him, be he better or be he worse. 
New. Friend, if you be wise, beware your purse. 
For this fellow may do you good when all comes 

to all ; 
If you chance to lose your purse in Cutpurse HalL 
But, in faith, fare ye well, sith of our company you 

be weary : 
We will go to a place, where we will be merry. 
For I see your company and ours do far differ ; 
For like will to like, quoth the Devil to the Collier. 
CuTHB. Well, let us be gone, and bid him adieu : 
For I see this proverb proveth very true. 

PiERCK Then let us go to Hob Filcher's house, 
Where we will be merry, and quass carouse. 
And there shall we find Tom Tosspot, vdth other 

mo, 
Meet makes for us : therefore let us go. 
Then, seeing we are all of one mind. 
Let us three go, and leave a knave here behind. 

[Exeunt New., Cuthb., and Pierce. 
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They sing this song ^ as they go out /torn tJu place. 

Good hostess^ lay a crab in tJie fire, and broil a mess 

of sotise^ : 
That we may toss the bowl to and fro, and brinks 

them all carouse-a. 

And I tcill pledge Tom Tosspot, till I be drunk as a 

mouse- a : 
Whoso mil drink to me all day, I will pledge them 

all carouse-a. 

Then we udll not spare for any cost, so long as we be 

in house-a : 
Then, hostess, fill tJu pot again, for I pledge t/iejn 

all carouse-a. 



[ Whe7i this is spoken, V. LIVING must pause 
a while, andtJien say as followeth. 

wicked imps, that have such delight. 
In evil conversation wicked and abhoninable : 
And from virtue's lore withdraw yourselves quite, 
And lean to vice most vile and detestable. 
How prone and ready we are vice to ensue ? 
How deaf we be good coimsel to hear 1 
How strange we make it our hearts to renew '\ 
How little we have God^s threats in fear 1 
Saint Augustine say'th in his fifth book, De 

Civitate Dei, 
ConJunctcB sunt cedes Virtutis et Honotns, say'th he ; 
The houses of virtue and honour joined together be. 
And so the way to honour's house is disposed. 
That through virtue's house he must needs pass : 



^ [The song is divided between the three, each singing 
two lines, and the division is marked ; hot the name of the 
singer in each case is not given.] 
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Or else from honour he shall soou be deposed, 
And brought to that point, that he before was. 
But if through virtue honour be attained : 
The path to salvation may soon be gained. 
Some there be, that do fortune prefer ; 
Some esteem pleasure more than virtuous life. 
But in my opinion all such do err ; 
For virtue and fortune be not at strife. 

Where virtue is, fortune must needs grow : 
But fortune without virtue has soon the over- 
throw. 
Thrice happy are they, that do virtue embrace. 
For a crown of glory shall be their reward : 
Satan at no time may him anything deface, 
For God over him will have such regard. 
That his foes he shall soon tr^ad under foot ; 
And by Grod's permission pluck them up by the 
root. 
It booteth not vice against virtue to stir, 
For why vice is feeble and of no force : 
But virtus eterna preclaraque habetur. 
Wherefore I would all men would have remorse. 
And eschew evil company vile and pernicious : 
Delight in virtuous men, and hate the vicious. 
And as the end of virtue is honour and felicity, 
So mark well the end of wickedness and vice ! 
Shame in this world and pain eternally. 
Wherefore you, that are here, learn to be wise, 
And the end of the one with the other weigh, 
By that time you have heard the end of this play. 
But why do I thus much say in the praise of 

virtue, 
Sith the thing praiseworthy needs no praise at alii 
It praiseth itsefr sufficiently, tliis is true. 
Which chaseth away sin as bitter as gall ? 
And where virtue is, it need not to be praised. 
For the renown thereof shall soon be raised. 



Iitiitii Good Fasie. 

G. F. Virtuous Life, God rest you merry, 
To you am I come for to att«ud. 

V. L. Good Fame, ye are welcome LeartOy. 
1 pray you, who did you hither send J 

G. F. Even God's Froiuiso hath seat me uuto 

Willing me from you not to depart : 
But always to give attendance due. 
And in no wise from yon to start 
For God of his promise hath inoijt liberally 
Sent me Good Fame to you VirtuouB Life ; 
yWTiereby it may be seen manifeatly, 
lOoA'a great zeal to virtue both in man and wifa 
' For why they may be sure, that I, Good Fame, 
From the virtuous life will never stray : 
Whereby honour and renown may grow to tlieir 

name. 
And eternal salvation at the latter day. 

V. L. God is gracious and fidl of great mercy 
To such as in virtue set their whole delight : 
Pouring his benefits on them abundantly. 
Oman, what, meanest thou with thy Saviourto fight? 
Come nnto him, for he is full of mercy. 
The fountain of virtue and of godliness the spring : 
Come unto him, and thou shall live everlastingly ; 
He doth not require thee any price to bring. 
Yrnite ad me omttei qui laboratU rt onei-ati 
EUit, et ego refoailabo vos. 
Come unto me, ye that travail (say'th he) 
And such as iviU) sin are heavily loden : 
And of me myself refreshed you shall be. 
Hepent, repent, your sins shall be downtrodden — 
Well, Good Fame, sith God of his goodness 
Hath hither sent you on me to attend, 
Let us give tbaiik U) Jiim with humbleness. 
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And persuade with all men their lives to amend. 

G. F. Virtuous Life, I do thereto agree, 
For it becometh all men for to do so. 

IrUrat God'S PROMISE, and HONOUR toUh him. 

But, behold, yonder cometh Grod's Promise, as 

seemeth me ; 
And Honour with him cometh also. 

V. L. Such godly company pleaseth me very well; 

For vicious men from our company we should expel 

G. P. G^ rest you merry both, and Grod be 

your guide. 
Honour. We are now come to the place where 
we must abide. 
For from you, Virtuous Life, I Honour may not slide. 
G. P. I am Grod's Promise, which is a thing eteme, 
And nothing more surer than his promise may be : 
A sure foundation to such as will learn 
God's precepts to observe : then must they needs see 
Honour in this world, and at last a crown of glory; 
Ever in joy and mirth, and never to be sorry. 
Wherefore, O Virtuous Life, to you we do repair, 
As messengers from God, his promise to fulfil ; 
And therefore sit you down now in this chair. 
For to endue you with honour is God's promise 
and will 
[Virtuous Living sitteth dotm in the chair. 
Honour. Now take this sword in hand as a 
token of victory, 
This crown from my head to you I shall give : 
I crown you with it as one most worthy, 
And see that all vice ye do punish and grieve. 
For in this world I Honour with you shall remain. 
And Good Fame from you cannot refrain : 
And after this life a greater crown you shall attain. 
G. F. What heart can think, or what tongue can 
express 
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The great goodness of God, whicli ia almighty ? 

^Vho seeth tbis, and Heeka not viae to auppress, 

Honour, Good Fame, yea, and life BVerlaatmgly 1 

Thy name be praised, Lord, therefore, 

And to thee only be glory and honour ! 

Sith Gotl's Promiae hath brought honour iiito place, 

I will for a while leave you three alone : 

For I must depart now for a little space ; 

But I shall come to you again anon. 

[Exit Good Fame. 
V, L. God's Promise ia infallible, bia word is 
moat true ; 
And to ground thereon a man may be bold : 
As Scripture doth testify and declare unto you. 
On which foundation your building you may behold. 
For virtuous nilers the fruit of felicity do reap ; 
And reward of fame and honour to themselves 
they heap. 
Honour. Seeing we have now endued him with 

the crown and the sword. 
Which is due unto him by God'a promise and 

word. 
Let ua three sing unto God with one accord. 
G. P. To aing praiaea unto God it liketh well me. 
V. L. And I also with you do thereto agree. 
A plea.iant noise to God'a ears it must needs bring. 
That God's Promise, Honour, and Virtuous Life 
doing. 

Thejf nng IhU Song following. 
Life it but tlwrl, hope not iJterein,- 
Pirtue immortai eeekfor to u/in. 
Whoto to virtttt doth apply, 

Good fame and honour muit obtain. 
Awl aho live eternally. 
For virtuom life ihii it the gain. 
Lifeiibut,^e. 
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GodCi promise ntre will never fail; 

His holy word w a perfect ground; 
The fort of virtue^ man, assail. 

Where treasure altoays doth abound. 
Life is but, etc 

To thee alone he laud and praise, 
Lord, tJuU are so merciful : 
Who never failed at all assays. 
To aid and help the pitiful. 
Life is hut, etc 

[Exeunt omnes. 

[Here entereth in NiCHOL Newfangle, and 
hringeth in with him a hag, a staff, a hottle, 
and two halters, going abovi tJie place^ 
sliowing it unto Hie audience, and singeth 
thus .-] 



^-^-J ^ ^ 1 1^ J ^ 



i 



Trim mer-chandise, trim trim : trim mer^andifle, trim trim. 
[He may sing this as of t a* lie thinketh good.^ 

Many, here is merchandise, who so list for to buy 

any: 
Come, see for your love, and buy for your money, 
This is land, which I must distribute anon. 
According to my promise, ere I be gone, 
For why Tom Tosspot, since he went hence, 
Hath increased a noble just unto nine-pence,^ 
And Ealph Roister, it may no otherwise be chosen, 

' [To bring a noble to nine-pence y was a proverbial expression 
for the idle disdipation of money.] 
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Hath brought a pack of wool to a fair pair of hosen. 
This is good thnfb, sirs, learn it who shall, 
And now a couple of fellows are come from Cut- 
purse Hall; 
And there have they brought many a purse to wrack. 
Loy here is gear that will make their necks for to 

crack. 
For I promised Tom Tosspot and Balph Roister a 

piece of land : 
Lo, here it is ready in my right hand : 
A wallet and a bottle ; but it is not to be sold. 
I told them before, that of Beggar's Manor it did 

hold. 
And for Cuthbert Cutpurse and Pierce Pickpurse 

here is good fare : 
This is the land of the two-legged mare, 
Which I to them promised, and [to] divide it with 

discretion : 
Shortly you shall see I will put them in possession. 
How like you this merchandise, my masters ) Is it 

not trimi 
A wallet, a bottle, a staff, and a string. 
How say'st thou, Wat Waghalter? Is not this a 

trim thing ? 
In faith, Kalph Roister is in good case, as I suppose ; 
For he hath lost all that he hath, save his doublet 

and his hose, 
And Tom Tosspot is even at that same point ; 
For he would lose a limb or jeopard a joint ; 
But, behold, yonder they come both, now all is 

gone and spent, 
I know their errand, and what is their intent 



's' 
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[ Here entereth in RALPH ROISTER and ToM TosSPOT 
in (heir doublet and their hose, and no cap nor hat 
on their headt saving a nightcap j because theetrings 
of the beards m^y not be seen, and RALPH ROIS- 
TER must curu and ban as he eometh tn.^] 

Ralph. Well, be as be .may, is no banning ; 
But I fear that, when that this gear shall come to 

scanning, 
The land to the which we did wholly trust : 
Shall be gone from us, and we cast in the dust. 
Tom. Gog's blood, if Nichol Newfangle serve 

us so. 
We may say, that we have had a shrewd blow ; 
For all that I had is now lost at the dice. 
My sword, my buckler, and all at sink and cise ; * 
My coat, my cloak, and my hat also ; 
And now in my doublet and my hose I am fain to go. 
Therefore, if Nichol Newfangle help not now at a 

pinch 
I am undone, for of land I have not an inch. 

Ralph. By Gog's wounds, even so is it now with me, 
I am in my doublet and my hosen, as you see : 
For all that I had doth lie at pledge for ale. 
By the mass, I am as bare as my nail. 
Not a cross of money to bless me have I ; 
But I trow we shsdl meet Nichol Newfangle by 

and by. 

[Nichol Newfangle comes fortaard. 
New. Turn hither, turn hither, I say, sir knave. 
For I am even he, that you so fain would have. 
Ralph. ^Vllat, Master Nichol, are you here all 

this while ? 

> [It appears from what is afterwards said in the piece, 
that they do not see Newfangle, who has probably retired to 
the back of the stage.] 

^ [Five and Six, a game at cards or dice.] 
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New. I think I am here, or else I do thee be- 
guile. 
Tom. So God help me, I am glad that you be in 
sight ; 
For in faith yourpresence hath made my heart light. 
New. I will make it lighter anon, I trow. 

[Asidf, 
My masters, I have a piece of land for you, do you 
know? 
Ralph. Many, that is the cause of our hither 
resort. 
For now we are void of all joy and comfort. 

Tom. You see in what case we now stand in. 
And you heard us also even now, I ween. 
Wherefore, good Master Nichol, let us have this 

land now, 
And we shall think ourselves much bound unto 
you. 
New. You know, that I this land must divide, 
Wliich I shall do ; but a while abide. 
All thy goods for ale at pledge be {to Tom)y 
And thou (to Ralph) say'st a pair of dice have made 

thee free.^ 
First, Rali)h Roister, come thou unto me. 
Because thou hast lost every whit at dice, 

[He giv^tk tliebag to R. RoiSTER, and U^e 

bottle to Tom Tosspot. 
Take there this bag to carry bread and cheese, 
And take thou thoB bottle, and mark what I shall 

say: 
If he chance to eact the bread and cheese by the way, 
Do thou in this matter follow my counsel, 
Drink up the drink, and knock him about the head 

with the bottle ; 
And because that Ralph is the elder knave, 



^ [i.e., Destitute of money.] 
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This staff also of me he shall have.^ 

Ralph. But where is the land, that to us you 

promised ? 
New. In faith, good fellows, my promise is per- 
formed. 
Tom. By Gog's blood, I thought that it would be so. 
New. This must you have, whe'r you will or no, 
\ Or else fall to work with shovel and with spade ; 
^ For begging now must be your chiefest trade. 
y Ealph. Gog's heart, can I away* with this 
j( life ? 

\ \ To beg my bread from door to door 1 

I will rather cut my throat with a knife. 
Than I will live thus beggarly and poor. 
By Gog's blood, rather than I will it assay, 
I will rob and steal, and keep the highway. 

Tom. Well, Ralph Roister, seeing we be in this 
» I misery. 

And labour we cannot, and to beg it is a shame ; 
Yet better it is to beg most shamefully, 
Than to be hanged, and to thievery * ourselves frame. 
\ New. Now, my masters, learn to beware ; 

\ But like will to like, quoth the Devil to the Collier. 
Ralph. O Lord, why did not I consider before, 
What should of roisting be thefinal end. 
^w the horse is'sloTen, I shut~the'slable-door. 
\ Alas, that I had time my life to amend ! 
. Time I have, I must needs confess ; 
But yet in misery that time must be spent : 
jeing that my fife I would not redress ; 
it wholly in riot I have it all spent : 
WTierefore I am now brought to this exigent. 
But the time pass'd cannot be called, this is no nay. 



\ 



1 [The 4to of 1587 reads, thou shall have.] 
2- [The 4to of 1568 hns way.] 
^ [The 4to of 1568 has the evert/.] 
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Wherefore all here take example by me : 
Time tarrieth no man, but passetb still away ; 
Take time, while time is, for time cloth Hee ; 
Use well your youthly years, and to virtuous lore 

agree. 
For-if-1 to virtue had any respect, 
This mlafortune to lue could not have chanced; 
But because imto vice I was a sub ject. ^^ ^ ~ 
To no good fame mayl"^ now ajvsinciad. /* 
My credit also is now quite stanched, ij 

Wherefore I would all men my woful case might 
That I to them a mirror might be. 

Tom. all ye parents, to you I do say : . ' 

Have respect to your uhitdren and for their educo- / r 

Lest you answer therefore at the latter day. 



■-u. 









Lest you answer therefore at the latter day, "''A^, ^^ 

And your meed shall be eternal damnation. ^ Z^^'' J^ ' * 

If my parents hail brought me up in virtue and/]~;— »ii^K3E| 



f my parents hail brought 

iearm'ng, I ~ 

I should not have hatl this shameful end 
But all licentiously was my up-bringing. 
Wherefore learn by mo your faults to amen^ 
But neither in virtue, learning, or yet honest trade, 
Was I bred up my living for to get : 
Therefore in misery ray time away must vade ; 
For vicious persons behold now the net 
I am ill the snare, I am caught with the gin ; 
And now it is too late, I cannot again begin. 

New. This gear would have been seen to before. 
But now, my masters, you are on the score. 
Be packing, I say, and get you hence ; 
Learn to say : I pray, good master, give me nine- 
pence. 

Balph. Thou, villain, art only the causer of this 

Therefore thou shalt have somewhat of me, or ere 
I go. 
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Tom. Tliou hast given me a bottle here ; 
But thou shalt dimk first of it, be it ale or 
beer. 

[Ralph Roister beateth him tnth his siaf, 
and Tom Tosspot with his bouU. 
Ralph. Take this of me, before I go hence. 
Tom. Take that of me in part of recompense. 
New. Now am I driven to play the master of 
fence. 
Come no near ^ me, you knaves, for your life, 

[They have him down^ and beat him, and he 
crieth for help. 
Lest I stick you both with this woodknife. 
Back, I say ! back, thou sturdy beggar ! 
Body of me, they have ta*en away my dagger. 
Ralph. Now, in faith, you whoreson, take heed, 
I you advise, 
How you do any more young men entice. 
Tom. Now, farewell, thou hast thy just meed. 
Ralph. Nov^e gcTabegging, Grod send us good 
speed ! 
[Ralph Roister and Tom Tosspot go out, 

and Severity, the judge, enters, and 
NiCHOL Nevtfangle liikh on the ground 
groaning. 
Sev. That upright judgment without partiality 
Be minist'red duly to ill-doers and offenders ! 
I am one, whose name is Severity, 
Appointed a judge to suppress evil-doers. 
Not for hatred nor yet for malice : 
But to advance virtue and suppress vice. 
Wh4fcft)re Isodorus these words doth say : 
Non est Judex^ si in eo non est Justitia / 
He is not a judge that Justice doth want. 
But he that truth and equity doth plant. 

> [Nearer.] 
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Fully also these wofUb doth express. 

Which words ftre very true doubtless. 
Semper iniquut eat judex, qui aut xiividet mUfavtt : 
They are unrightful judges all, 
That are either envious or else partial. 

New. Help me up, good sir, for I have got a, fall. 

Sev. What cause have you, my friend, thus 
heavily to groan ! 

New. sir, I have good cause to make great 
moan ; 
Here were two feUows but riglit now, 
That (1 think) have killed me, 1 make God a 

I pray you, t«ll me, am I alive or am 1 dead 1 
Sev. Fellow, it is more meet for thee to be in 
thy bed, 
Than to lie liere iu such sort as thou dost. 

New. Ill faith, I should have laid some of the 
knaves in the dust, 
If I had had your sword right, now i^^ presence ; 
I would have had a leg or an arm, ere tiiey had gone 
heuce. 
Sev. Who isH that hath done thee this injury) 
New. ^ couple of beggars have done me tliis 

villainy. 
Sev. I see, if severity should not be executed, 
One man should not live by auother. 
If such injuries should not be confuted, 
The child would regard neither lather nor mother 
Give me thy hand, and I shall help thee. 

New. Hold last your sword then, I pray you 
heartily. [He ru^j^ 

Sev. Now, friend, it ap[»eareth unto me. 
That you have been a traveller of the country 
Ami such as travel do hear of things done, 
As well in the country, as the city of London. 
How say you, my friend, can you tell any news 
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New. That can I, for I came lately from the 
stews. 
There are knaves abroad, you may believe me, 
As in this place shortly .you shall see. 
No more words, but mum, and stand awhile aside : 
Yonder cpmeth two knaves ; therefore abide. 

IfUrat C. CUTPURSE and PlERCE PiCKPURSE. 

CUTHB. By Gog's wounds, if he help not now, 
we are undone : 
By the mass, for my part, I wot not whither to run. 

Pierce. We be so pursu'd on every side 
That, by Gog*s heart, I wot not where to abide. 
CUTHB. Every constable is charged to make 
privy search ; 
So that, if we may be got, we shall be thrown over 
the percL 
Pierce. If Nichol Newfangle help us not now 
in our need, 
We are like in our busuiess full evil to speed. 
Therefore let us make no delay. 
But seek him out of hand, and be gone away. 

Severfiy and N. Newfangle cwae forward. 

New. Soft, my masters, awhile I you pray ; 
For I am here, for whom you do seek ; 
For you know that like will never from like. 
I promised you of late a piece of land. 
Which by and by shall fall into your hand. 

CuTHR What, Master Nichol ! howdoyou to-day 1 

Pierce. For the passion of God, Master Nichol, 
help to rid us away ; 
And help us to the land, whereof you did say, 
That we might make money of it by and by ; 
For out of the realm we purpose to fly. 

New. Marry, I will help you, I swear by All 
Hallows : 
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And will not part from you, till you come to the 

gallows. 
Lo, noble Severity, tlieae be they without doubt. 
On whom this rumour of thievery • is gone about, 
Therefore, my masters, here is the suare. 
That shall lead you to the land, called the two- 
lemed mare. 

[He piUUfh about each of t/ieir neeks a luiUtr. 
Sev. My friend, hold them fast even iu that 

plight. 
New. Then come, and help me with your sword ; 

for I fear they will fight. 
SeV. Strive not, my masters ; for it shall not 
avail; 
Bat awhile give ear unt*> my counsel. 
Your-owB-werds-hatii condoumed you for lodw;*- 
Therefore to God make yourselves ready. 
And by and by I will send one, which for your 

abufiion. 
Shall lead you to the place of execution. 
New. Help to tie their hands, before ye be gone. 
\^SV. hetpeth to tU them. 
&SV. Now they are bound, I will send oue to you 
anon. [Exit. 

New. Ah, my masters, how like you this play 1 
You shall tfdie possession of your land to-day 1 
I will help to bridle the two-legged mare. 
And both you for to ride need not to spare. 
Now, bo God help me, I swear by this bread, 
I marvel who shall play the knave, when you 
twain be dead. 
CUTHB. cursed caitiff, born in an evil hour, 
Woe unto me, that ever I did thee know. 
For of all iniquity thou art the bow'r ; 
The seed of Satan thou dost always sow. 

[' The Ibi of JfidS hM,iiBli«fore,<A(nviv.] 
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Thou only hast given me tlie overthrow. 

Woe worth the hour, wherein I was bom ! 

Woe worth the time that ever I knew thee ! 

For now in misery I am forlorn ; 

0, all youth take example by me : 

Flee from evil company, as from a serpent you 
would flee ; 
^ For I to you all a mirror may be. 

I have been daintily and delicately bred, 

But nothing at all in virtuous lore : 
\ And now I am but a man dead, 

Hanged I must be, which grieveth me fiill sore. 

Note well the end of me therefore ; 

And you that fathers and mothers be, 

Bri ^g not up your childr en in too m uclv liberty. 
Pierce, oitti that ""by the law^e are now 
condemned. 

Let us call to God for his mercy and his grace ; 

And exhort that all vice may be amended. 

While we in this world have time and space. 

And though our lives have licentiously been spent, 

Yet at the last to Gk)d let us call ; 

For he heareth such as are ready to repent, 

And desireth not that sinners should fall 

Now are we ready to suflbr, come when it shall. 

Here entWeth in Ha^KIN HanGMAN. 

New. Come, Hankin Hangman, let us two cast 
lots, 
And between us divide a couple of coats : 
Take thou the one, and the other shall bo mine. 
Come, Hankin Hangman, thou cam'st in good 
time. \They take off the coats, and divide theni. 
Hankin. Thou should'st have one, Nichol, I 
swear by the mass. 
For thou bringest work for me daily to pass ; 
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And through thy means I get more coats in one 

year, 
Than all my living is worth beside, I swear. 
Therefore, Nichol Newlangle, we will depart never : 
For like will to like, quoth the Devil to the Collier. 
New. Now, farewell, Hankiu Hangman, farewell 

to thee. 
Hankin. Farewell, Nichol Newfangle : come ' 

you two with me. 

[Hankin goeth out^ and leadeth tlie one in his 
right hand, and the other in his left^ 
having Jialters about their necks. 
New. Ha, ha, ha ! there is a brace of hoimds, 

well worth a dozen crowns. 
Behold the huntsman leadeth away ! 
I think in twenty towns, on hills, and eke on downs. 
They taken have their prey. 
So well liked was their hunting on hill and eke on 

mountain, 
Tliat now they be up in a lease : ^ 
To keep within a string, is it not a gay thing t 
Do all of you hold your peace ? 
Wliy then, good gentle boy, how likest thou this 

play 1 
No more, but say thy mind : 
I swear by this day, if thou wilt this assay, 
I will to thee be kind. 
This is well brought to pass of me, I swear by the 

mass : 
Some to hang, and other some to beg : 
I would I had Balaam's ass to carry me, where I 

was; 
How say you, little Meg 1 
Ralph Roister and Tom Tosspot, are now not 

worth a groat, 

^ [Leash.] 
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So well with them it is : 

I would I had a pot, for now I am so hot ^ 

By the mass, I must go piss. 

Philip Fleming and Hance have danc'd a pretty 

dance, 
That all is now spent out. 
And now a great mischance came on while they 

did prance : 
Tliey lie sick of the gout. 

And in a 'spital-house, with little Laurence louse, 
They be fain for to dwell : 
If they eat a morsel of souse, or else a roasted 

mouse. 
They think they do fare well 
But as for Peter Pickpurse, and also Cuthbert 

Cutpurse, 
You saw them both right now : 
With them it is much worse, for they do ban and 

curse; 
For the halter shall them bow. 
Now if I had my nag, to see the world wag, 
I would straight ride about : 
Ginks, do fill the bag : I would not pass a rag 
To hit you on the snout. 

The Devil entereth. 

Lu. Ho, ho, ho ! mine own boy, make no more 
delay. 
But leap up on my back straightway. 

New. Then who shall hold my stirrup, while I 
go to horse ? 

Lu. Tush, for that do thou not force ! 
Leap up, I say, leap up quickly. 

New. Woh, Ball, woh ! and I will come by and by. 
Now for a pair of spurs I would give a good groat ! 
To try whether this jade do amble or trot. 
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Farewell, my masters, till I come i^ain, 

For now I moat make a joiimey into Sptun. - 

[Be rideth away on the Devtl's back. JIei< 
enttrHk VIRTUOUS LiFE and HONOUB. 

V. L. worthy diadem, O jewel most precious, 
O virtue, which dost all worldly things excel ; 
How worthy a treasure thou art to the virtuous 1 
Thy praise no pen may write, nor no tongue tell. 
For I, who am called Virtuous Life, 
Have in this world both honour and dignity : 
Immortal fame of man, child and wife. 
Daily waiteth and attendeth on me. 
Tile commodity of virtue in me you may behohl. 
The enormity of vice you have also seen ; 
Therefore now to make an end we may be bolil, 
And pray for our noble and gracious Queen, 

Honour. To do so, Virtuous Life, it is our 
bounden duty ; 
And because we must do so, before we do end, 
To aid ua therein, Good Fame cometh verily, 
Which daily and hourly on you doth attend. 

Hert mtertth GoOD Fame. 

G. F. Virtuous Life, do what you list : 
To pray or to aing I will you assist. 

V,* L. Lord of hosts, King Almighty, 
Pour down thy grace upon our noble Queen ! 
Vanquish her foes (Lord), that daily and nightly 
Through her thy laws may be sincerely aeen. 

Honour. The honourable council also (0 Lord) 
preserve. 
The lords both of the clergy and of the temporality ; 
Grant that with meekness they may thee serve. 
Submitting to thee with all humility. 

G. F, Lord, preserve the Commons of this 
realm also : 
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Pour upon them thy heavenly grace ; 
To advance virtue and vice to overthrow, 
That at last in heaven with thee they may have 
place. 

AMEN. 



W/iere like to lik^ is a-matched «o» 
That virtue must of force decay : 
There God with vengeaiictj j)lagues and tvoe, 
liy judgment just must needs repay. 
For, like to like, the toorldings cry : 
Although both likes do grace defy. 
And wlie)*e cm Satan planted hath 
In vicious minds a sinful trade : 
There like to like do toalk his path, 
By which to him like they are mad€. 
So like unth like reward obtain, 
To have their meed in endless pain. 
Likewise in faith, where matches be. 
And where as God hath planted grace : 
TJiere do his children still agree, 
A ml like to like do run tlieir race. 

Like Christ, like hearts of Christian men : 
As like to like well-coupled then. 
Therefore like grace, like faith and love, 
Like virtue, springs in each degree : 
Wliere like assistance from above 
Doth make tfiem like so right to be, 
A holy God, a Christ most just : 
And so like souls in him to trust. 



1 [This 80ug iB divided by a paragraph-mark lietween 
Virtuous Life and tlie other Bneaken ; but the namcB are 
not friven. and the mode of aistribution is conBequcnily 
uncertain.] 
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TJi^i like as Christ ahox^e doth reif/u, 
In heaven high our Mainour best : 
So like with him shall be our gain, 
In peace and Jog, and endless rest. 

1/ we ourselves likt him do frame, 

In fear of his most holy name. 
To him be praise, that grace doth give. 
Whereby he fashioneth us anew : 
And m4jke\s\ us holilg to live, 
Like to himself in faith most true. 

Which our redemjjtion sure Jtath wrtmght : 

Like him to be most dearly bought. 

FINIS. 
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